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PREFACE 


HPHOUGH  the  following  work,  as  a  Syflnn  of 
Divinity ,  has  the  appearance  of  being  new, 
yet  certainly  it  propofes  no  new  foundation :  for 
other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laidf 
which  is  Jefus  Chrifl : — -If  we  fpeak  not  accord¬ 
ing  to  this  word  (Chi id)  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no 
light  in  us; — but  if  we  are  led  by  this  light,  Jefus 
Chnft,  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day  and  for  ever, 
much  darknefs  is  dFcovered  in  our  moft  approved 
modern  fyftems  ;  and  it  wi'l  appear  that  otu  mad- 
er-buildevs,  if  any  may  be  called  fuch  befide-  the 
Prophets  and  Apoftles,  have,  in  a  great  meafure, 
builded  afide  from  the  foundation,  and  mufi  there¬ 
fore  fuffer  lofs. 

It  is  certain  that  the  work  not  framed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  tiue  and  only  foundation,  though  the 
ftudy  and  labour  of  ages  will  not  profit  men  ; 
and  the  torch  of  divine  revelation  cannot  be  too 
foon  applied  to  the  vaft  pile  which  (hall  fet  it  all 
on  flame:  and  though  the  hand  or  inftrument  to 
do  this  mull  expetl  to  be  treated  by  many  as  a 
vile  incendiary,  yet  he  will  deferve  well  of  the 
world  of  mankind;  for  let  the  hay,  wood  and 
Rubble  be  confumed,  and  the  light  of  the  diviaa 
foundation,  and  the  gold,  filver  and  precious 


ftones,  builded  thereon,  will  break  forth  as  tfi£ 
lightning,  .and  fhine  through  the  earth. 

Many  Syflems  of  Divinity,  though  called 
Chrijlian ,  bear  no  charafter  of  truth — they  do 
not  ielpect  the  foundation  in  one  e hernial  point 
of  view.  With  thefe  we  have  no  concern — they 
are  not  objefts  of  our  attention' — God  will  judge 
them  and  their  authors,  and  blot  their  name  and 
remembrance  from  the  city  of  God:  But  there  are 
others  which  do,  in  fome  efential  view,  regard  the 
glorious  foundation  ;  and  though  greatly  faulty, 
in  not  obferving  its  fuJS  meafure,  yet  deferve  pur 
mo  ft  ferious  attention— we  are  alfured  they  will 
not  wholly  fail,  though  tried  by  fire  •  and  their 
authors  will  be  faved  in  the  day  of  the  Lord. 

Among  thefe,  the  works  founded  on  the  balls 
Of  pure  benevolence ,  and  unfolding  in  what  are  call¬ 
ed  the  Do£trines  of  Grace,  have  the  preference* — - 
A  line  of  truth  has  been  drawn  from  this  divine 
doCtrine,  with  the  demonftration  of  the  fpirit,  for 
which,  in  the  American  world,  we  have  been  great¬ 
ly  indebted  to  the  labours  of  Prefident  Edwards 
and  Dotlor  Hopkins.  But  the  works  of  thefe 
divines,  the  latter  efpeciaUy*,  being  brought  for¬ 
ward  as  whole  fyftems,  too  apparently  miffake  one 
charafter  of  the  divine  principle  for  the  whole 
body  of  light;  confcquently  the  propofed  foun¬ 
dation,  not  being  fufficiently  broad  to  fupport  the 
whole  fabrick,  a  great  part  of  it  falls  into  a  pile  ; 

*  Prefident  Edwards  did  not  ofFer  his  works  as  a  fyfiem,  bus 
■*  by  many  they  have  been  coniideied  as  fuch.  and  exprefsly  as- 
having  tlit  doctrine  of  benevolence  lor  their  foundation. 


■mi d,  under  examination,  the  mind  becomes  op- 
preffed,  and  is  overwhelmed  with  the  detail  of 
principles  and  arguments,  which  duller  every 
where  like  the  liars;  whereas  the  true  fyllem  can 
afford  but  one  principle  and  one  argument. — 
Divine  benevolence. is  all  important;  it  can  never 
be  too  much  contemplated  or  admired — it  may  be 
-confidered,  in  the  divine  fyllem,  what  the  natural 
light  is  in  the  fyllem  of  nature;  but  as  much  as 
natural  light  is  the  glory  of  the  world,  any  attempt 
to  found  the  lyflcm  of  nature  upon  its  light*  in- 
Head  of  the  combined  Jlrength  of  all  its  elements f 
would  be  weak  and  fruitlefs.  Thefe  works  contain 
great  and  precious  treafures,  and  fhould  be  con- 
fidered  as  excellent  trafis  of  divinity,  rather  than 
iy  ft  eras, 

But  this  is  not  the  create  ft  evil  attending  the 

O  o 

error  of  nu  (taking  a  char  after  of  the  divine  prin¬ 
ciple,  for  the  principle  itfeif ;  for  as  benevolence , 
which  is  apparently  offered  as  the  foundation  of 
thefe  works,  is  underftood  to  be  a  moral  charac¬ 
ter,  of  a  mere  moral  nature,  the  attempt  to  found 
the  divine  fyllem  upon  it,  has  given  the  whole  too 
much  the  a  1  pell  of  a  mere  moral  fyllem — this  is 


an  evil  of  great  magnitude.  I  am,  indeed,  fenfi- 
ble  that  fome  divines,  who  have  taken  this  ground, 
have  alio  acknowledged,  that  the  divine  fyllem  is 
fomething  more  than  moral,*  and  have  attempted 
to  fiiew  it.  Mr.  Edwards  iuppofes  that  Ciinlt 
atled  in  the  world  under  two  or  three  dillindt 
laws.  1  hefe  attempts  have  all  been  complicated 
and  aiide  horn  the  general  argument,  which  ap«* 
pears  every  where  of  a  moral  nature,  and  have 
iherefere  made  little  or  no  iinpic'fion. 


This  has  long  been  obfeived  with  great  grief 
by  many  lovers  of  Jefus  Chrift’s  righteoufnefs;  and 
the  influence  of  this  miftake  in  diverting  the  mind 
from  the  infinitely  glorious  fubjecl  of  Jefus  Chrift 
and  him  crucified,  to  me  e  moral  principles,  and 
the  merit  or  demerit  cf  creature  exercifes,  has  been 
very  apparent  and  alarming.  It  is  not  conceived, 
however,  that  cur  theory  will  oppofe  and  fupprefs 
the  fpirit  and  genius  of  thefe  works;  on  the  con¬ 
trary  it  will  efpoufe  and  fupport  their  defign  and 
end,  by  laying  open  to  view  a  broader  foundation. 
And  if,  in  this  lyftem,  lefs  attention  is  paid  to  the 
fubjedt,  which,  for  more  than  two  centuries,  under 
the  ftveral  heads  commonly  called  be  Five  Points, 
has  chiefly  employed  the  ab  eft  divines;  it  is  not 
becaufe  ihe  fubje£t  is  thought  to  be  of  final!  moment, 
but  f.  r  the  reafon,  that  if  has  been  f  >  generally 
and  fully  inveftigated.  Being  folicitous  to  honor 
thofe  works,  in  vindication  of  thefe  much  difpuU 
ed  articles  of  grace,  I  repeat  it,  that  they  do  re- 
fpeft  the  true  and  only  foundation,  thrift  the 
lord,  in  their  apparent  defign  and  end ;  and -if 
we  but  touch  the  hem  of  his  gaiment  we  fhali  re-, 
ceive  viitue,  and  f ha  11  be  faved;  and  fo  far  our 
works  have  glory  and  praife. 

There  are  many  things  which  relate  to  thegof- 
pcl,  and  which,  indifpenfably,  mu  ft  be  brought  for¬ 
ward  in  connexion  with  it,  which,  however,  are  not 
the  go f pel  itfeil:  Such  are  the  articles  referred  to 
above,  and  fuch  is  the  chnftian  morality. — Jefus 
Chrifl  was  brought  before  the  Jewifh  court,  and 
Roman  governor,  and  accufed  of  many  things,  to 
which,  as  tranfient  matters,  he  made  no  reply ;  but 
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to  one  accufation  he  replied,  and  confefTed  the 
charge;  and,  upon  winch,  he  Inhered  upon  the 
crofs;  he  laid  down  his  own  life,  ior  he  inhered 
upon  his  own  confejjion ;  which  charge  and  con- 
feifion  was  thi ',  ‘  that  he  declared  himielt  to  be  a 
king,  and  that,  in  a  future  day,  upon  the  ancient 
throne  of  Judah  and  Ifrael,  he  fhould  reign  over 
and  judge  the  world.' — And  in  his  reply  to^this 
quelhon,  befoie  Pontius  Pilate —  ‘  Art  thou  a  ning 
“  then?”  he  faid,  To  this  end  was  I  born ,  and Jor 
this  caufe  came  I  into  the  world,  that  I Jhould  teas 
witnejs  unto  the  truth:  this  matter  then  of  Ins  coin¬ 
ing  kingdom  is  the  truth,  the  golpei  ltleif;  hence 
our  Lord  called  his  doctrine,  the  word  oj  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  the  gof-joel  oj  the  kingdom. 


Before  the  Jewifh  court,  the  high  priefl  faid 
unto  him,  I  adjure  thee  by  the  living  God ,  that  tnou 
tell  us  whether  thou  leihe  Chrijl ,  the  Son  of  God. 
The  Jews  under flood  by  the  name  Chrifl,  die.  one 
who  was  to  reign  and  judge  upon  the  tlircr  e  ot 

JDavid. _ To  this  he  immediately  anfwered,  for  it 

was  his  buhnefs  in  the  world,  to  bear  witnefs 


“  unto  the  truth:0  Jefus  faith  unto  him , — Thou 
hafl  faid;  which  wa$  his  manner  of  givit  g  his  af- 
firmation,  as  we  fhould  fay,  yes;  and  he  added, 
46  Hereafter  **  fhall  ye  Jee  the  Son  oj  Man  filing  on 
the  right  hand  of  power ,  and  coming  in  the  clouds  of 
heaven;  in  which  manner,  accoiding  to  the  pro¬ 


phets,  it  was  expected  that  the  king  oi  Ifrael  would 
take  to  him! elf  his  g*eat  power,  and  come  and  reign. 
* — Upon  this  conieflion,  the  high  priefl  rent  his 
clothes,  faying ,  He  ha<h  fpoken  blafphtwy ;  what 
further  need  have  we  of  witnefjes  ?  Behold ,  now  ye 
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have  heard  his  llafphemy . — What  think  ye  ?  They 
anfwtred  and  faid ,  He  is  guilty  of  death. 

And  before  Pontius  Pilate  the  queftion  was  the 
fame,  Art  thou  the  king  of  the  Jews? — Jefus  an* 
fwered ,  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,— - ]j  my 
kingdom  ' were  of  this  world ,  then  would  my  ferv  antes 
fgtit}  that  I  fhould  not  he  delivered  to  the  Jews  :■ — 
but  now  is  my  kingdom  not  from  hence .  Pilate  there * 
jore  faid  unto  him ,  Art  thou  a  king  then?  Jefus 
anjwtred ,  Thou  fay-eft  that  I  am  a  king:  which,  as 
observed,  was  his  yea  to  the  queftion,  and  his  con~ 
tefiion  to  the  accufation  laid  in  againft  him  to  take 
iris  life. — -Here,  alfo,  as  before  the  Sanhedrim,  and 
tile  court  of  Herod,  when  lie  was  queflioned 
many  words ,  or  concerning  various  matters,  he  an - 
j  we  red  nothing :  but  as  foon.as  this  point  is  brought 
up,  and  this  queftion  is  put  to  him,  in  every  lnw 
ftance  he  made  an  immediate  reply  and  confeffion; 
for  his  errand  into  the  world  was  to  bear  wiinefs 
unto  the  truth * 
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a : 


Pilate  was  determined  to  let  him  oo-  for  iho9 

o  >  * 

lie  found  the  matter  of  his  accufation  to  be  a  faff, 
that  jefus  did  claim,  by  the  higheft  authority,  to 
be  the  rightful  fove  reign  of  that  ancient  kingdom, 
and  therefore,  as  by  die  charter  given  to  David, 
Plalm  Ixxii.  8.  lie  was  the  prince  of*  ail  the  kin&- 
doms  of  the  earth ;  yet  lie  knew  that  for  envy  the 
people  had  delivered  him,  and  he  had  alfo  fome 
apprehenfion  of  the  divine  afpetl  of  the  thing: 
Put  tne  Jews  cried  out,  faying,  Jj  thou  let  tins  man 
go,  inou  art  not  Ccfars  friend:  whofoever  maktlh 
kinffj  a  king ,  fyeuketh  ogainjl  Ccjar. — And  the 


»i 
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Evangel  ills  note  that  it  was  this  Jaying  that  deter¬ 
mined  Pilate  to  give  judgment  in  the  cafe. 

I  , 

That  this  was  the  matter  for  which  Jefus  Chrift 
was  condemned  to  the  crofs  is  evident  from  his 
written  accufation,  which,  according  to  the  Roman 
cuflom,  in  cafes  of  capital  punifliment,  was  fuf- 
pended  over  the  fufferer,  and  therefore  called  a 
fuperfcription,  and  which  was  this — The  king  of 
the  Jews.  And,  doubtlefs,  the  truth  for  which  Je¬ 
fus  Chrift  bled  upon  the  crofs  is  fimply  the  gof- 
pel.  This  is  “  that  thing,”  that  dtjlincl  thing,  con- 
fefted  by  Peter,  in  two  words,*  Luke  ix.  20,  21. 
as  it  was*  revealed  to  him  in  the  words  and  works 
of  fefus,  which  he  fpake  and  wrought  from  the 
Father,  and  for  which  this  aifciple,  Peter,  was 
pronounced  blejjed . 

s. 

Hence  the  Apoftle,  in  giving  the  gofpel  charge 
to  Timothy,  which  is  the  commandment  given  to 
every  minifter  of  jefus,  fays  I  give  thee  charge  in 
the  fight  of  God ,  who  quickeneth  all  idlings ,  and  be¬ 
fore  Jefus  Chrif ,  who,  before  Pontius  Pilate,  wit- 
nejjed  a  good  conj 'ejfion ;  that  thou  keep  this  com¬ 
mandment  without  fpet ,  unrebukable ,  until  the  ap¬ 
pearing  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift;  which  in  his 
times  he  fall  flew ,  who  is  the  blejfed  and  only  po~ 

tent  ate ,  the  King  of  kings ,  and  Lord  of  lords , - 

FI  ere,  then,  the  folemn  charge  of  the  minifter  of 
God  is  laid  down  in  the  very  article  which  Chrift, 
as  a  wftnefs  to  the  truth,  confefted  before  Pontius 
Pilate,  and  which  in  a  future  day,  called  his  times , 


The  Chrift  of  God. 
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lie  will  tliew  in  the  aClual  exhibition.  And,  furely, 
this  commandment,  fo  given  m  charge  to  the  rnin- 
ifters  of  Jefus,  i«  the  gofpel  merely. 

It  is  evident  that  good  difcoudes  may  be  made* 
upon  the  fubje&s  of  religion,  virtue  and  morality  ; 
particularly,  upon  the  divine  perfections,  human 
depravity,  the  decrees  of  God,  dependence  upon 
divine  influences,  the  nature  of  exercifes,  the  fhorU 
liefs  of  time,  vanity  of  the  world,  moral  obliga¬ 
tions,  fubmiftion  to  adverfe  difpenf .tions,  and  a 
future  (late  of  rewards  and  pumfhments,  and  nu¬ 
merous  other  ferious  fubje&s,  without  embracing 
the  gofpel.  The  Greeks  and  other  improved  na¬ 
tions,  poffelLd  many  very  valuable  inftruSions 
of  this  nature,  long  before  the  gofpel  came  among 
them.  I  fay  that  excellent  difcourfes  may  be 
made  upon  thefe  and  fuch  like  important  fubjeCls; 
and  that  kingdom  and  glory  which  lies  at  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  do&rine  of  Chrift,  and  which  will 
foon  be  revealed,  to  crown  the  whole  divine  exhi¬ 
bition,  b„  left  out  of  view  ;  and  they  may  be  \reiy 
uleful,  provided  they  be  not  fubflituted  for  the 
gofpel.  But  this  is  another  thing;  the  gofpel  is 
diftinClly  the  kings  matter*  as  really  a  matter  of 
Jlate ,  as  was  the  lubjeCl  of  the  contefl  between 
the  Houfe  of  Saul  and  the  Houle  of  David. 

I  mean  not,  however,  to  admit  that  it  is  proper 
for  a  minifter  of  Chrift,  in  any  difcourfe,  to  leave 
the  great  lubjeCl  of  his  ernbaffage  out  of  prominent 
view  :  Paul  could  not  do  this.  It  may  be  hoped 
that,  in  this  dark  day,  the  lamentable  fiience  which 
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prevails  refpe&ing  the  tefiimony  of  Jefus,  in  fome 
in  Ranees,  is  to  be  imputed  to  mere  miftake  and 
ignorance  of  what  is  truth ;  and  this  is  bad  enough, 
that  men  fhould  run  and  not  be  fent ;  that  they 
fhould  take  upon  them  the  infinite  refponfibility  of 
this  miniRry,  without  knowing  what  is  their  com - 
mijfion  and  charge.  But  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared 
that,  in  moR  inRances,  the  latent  caufe  of  the  evil 
is  that  moR  malignant  one  which  blinded  the 
Jews,  and  made  their  elders  and  chief  prieRs, 
whilR  fitting  in  Mofes'  feat,  and  holding  the  law 
and  the  prophets  in  the  higheR  veneration,  pro¬ 
nounce  the  glorious  truth  of  Jefus  ChriR's  king^ 
dom,  blafphemy  ;  of  which  truth  Mofes  and  the 
prophets  had  fo  clearly  written. 

Alas  !  How  is  it,  that  men  who  are  charged 
With  this  commandment,  to  keep  it  pure,  under 
Hie  folemnity  of  a  confecrating  vow,  fliould  preach 
whole  years  about  the  gofpel,  and  never  fo  di- 
Rin£tly  as  to  be  underRood,  preach  the  gofpel 
itfelf?  And  alfo  write  volumes  of  truths,  and 

fcarcely  give  one  broad  hint  of  the  truth. 

* 

But  notwithftanding  this  apparent  miftake 
of  the  moral  character  of  the  divine  principle  for 
the  principle  itfelf ;  or,  to  fay  the  leaft,  notwith¬ 
ftanding  the  great  obfeurity  refpeCiing  the  height, 
and  depth,  and  length,  and  breadth  of  the  divine 
foundation;  the  many  clear  philofophical  de. 
monftrations  of  truth,  from  the  propofed  founda¬ 
tion,  in  the  works  particularly  referred  to,  afford 
convincing  evidence  that  there  cxifts  in  the  divine 
fyftem,  fome  one  difcoverable  principle,  which 
tonftitutes  and  governs  the  whole,  as  really 
and  demonflrably  as  the  power  called  attraction 
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and  repul  fton  is  fuppofed  to  conftitute  and  g®* 
vera  the  fyftem  of  nature.  It  is  evident  that  thefe 
authors  wrote  under  fueh  an  impreffion,  otherwife 
they  would  not  have  attempted  to  philofophize 
upon  thefe  fubjecls.  The  attention  once  paid  to 
the  vortices,  as  abfurd  as  the  attempt  to  found  the 
fyftem  upon  that  do&rine,  appears  to  us,  was  of 
great  importance.  The  ingenious  writings  upon 
vortices,  led  naturally  to  the  difcovery  of  the  true 
operations  of  the  fyftem ;  and,  in  the  fame  direc¬ 
tion,  our  late  reafonings  upon  benevolence,  may' 
lead  to  the  ultimate  of  all  our  inquiries. 


Being  very  familiar  with  thefe  works  from 
my  childhood,  they  undoubtedly  had  an  influence 
in  impreffing,  my  mind  with  the  belief  of  the  ex> 
iftence  of  fuch  a  divine  principle.- — But  it  was 
the  difcovery  of  the  harmony  and  analogy  of  all 
God's  works  ;;  and,  above  all,  the  declarations  in 
the  fcriptures,  of  the  exiftence  of  a  pattern  of  di¬ 
vine  things,  which  was  fhewed  Mofes  in  the 
Mount,  and  which,  if  we  will  do  the  truth,  we 
are  exprefsly  required  to  refpeft- — that  led  me 
fully  to  this  conclusion: 

t  '  .  _  ^  i 

And  if  there  be  a  difcoverable  firft  principle 
in  the  divine  fyftem,  which  is  the  exact  type  or 
pattern  of  the  whole,  and  which,  in  one  view,  op¬ 
ens  a  vaft  eternity,  and  di (covers  the  end  of  the 
works  of  God  from  the  beginning,  no  arguments 


arc  neceflary  to  ftiew  the  importance  oi  making  the 
difcovery — of  clearly  defining  the  objeft,  and  of 
eftabli  filing  the  belief  of  it  in  the  human  mind.- — - 
It  is  obvious  that  iuch  an  acquihtion  mull  have 
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the  fame  happy  influence  in  unfolding  the  divine 
fyftem — in  fettling  difputes  in  divinity,  and  in  har¬ 


monizing  our  views  of  thefe  fubje6ts,  that  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  the  rational  operation  of  nature  has  had 
in  elucidating  her  various  phenomena,  and  render¬ 
ing  our  views  of  thofe  fubje&s  intelligent  and  har¬ 
monious. —  And  the  one,  as  to  importance,  is  as 


much  to  be  preferred  to  the  other,  as  divine  and 


eternal  things  are  to  be  preferred  to  a  corruptible 
perifhing  world. 

But,  though  I  had  formed  the  concluflon, 
that  there  did  exift  fuch  an  all-conftituting — all- 
governing  divine  principle,  and  that  it  was  difco- 
verable;  ftill  the  queftion  remained.  What  is  it? 
and,  what  is  its  theory  ?  I  had  ever  been  taught, 
and  had  confided  in  the  opinion,  that,  though  the 
divine  Being  was  difcoverable,  yet  the  mode  of  the 
divine  exifience  was  undiicoverable;  and  that,  tho* 
a  trinity  in  the  godhead  muft  be  believed  upon 
the  divine  teftimony,  yet  no  explanation  of  the 
doflnne  could  be  given;  and  I  had  been  fo  often 
and  feverely  rallied  by  rny  wife  and  greatly  efteem- 
ed  inftructors,  for  afking  the  why's  and  the  how's 
of  things,  that  I  had  nearly  concluded  the  quef¬ 
tion  to  be  fcoiifh;  but  flill  the  thought  would  of- 
ten  occur  to  my  mind, — -£i  Do  I,  or  can  I  con- 
4‘  ceive  of  any  exiftence  of  which  I  do  not  con- 
i%  ceive  fome  mode,  true  or  falfe?”  But  I  was  con- 
feious  of  the  exiftence  of  a  divine  Being;  this  put 
me  at  length  upon  exploiing  and  analizing  rny 
own  mind,  and  committing  to  words,  to  my felf  ac¬ 
curately  defined,  what,  and  what  only,  I  di  !  ton. 


ceive  of  a  divine  Being;  the  refult  of  which  labjr, 
to  iny  own  mind,  has  been  fatisfaciory. 
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I  would  not,  however,  be  underflood  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  this  divine  principle  has,  till  now,  been 
undifcovered;  on  the  contrary,  I  obferve,  it  has 
been  as  vifilbe  as  the  fun  in  the  firmament,  and 
has  ever  been  acknowledged  by  all  believers  in  diT 

vine  revelation  to  be  a  fundamental  principle - 

Writers  of  bodies  of  divinity,  and  other  large 
works,  have  ufually  taken  their  departure  from  it; 
and  we  have  commonly  heard  it  remarkably  ex- 
preffed,  though  not  fo  much  of  late,  in  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  prayers  and  other  religious  exercil- 
cs  of  God's  people,  viz.  That  which  was  done  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  for  the  redemption  of  the  world,  in 
the  early  age  of  eternity . 


It  is  the  ufe  and  all  comprebenfive  applica¬ 
tion  of  a  known  principle  on  which  we  have  fix¬ 
ed  our  attention ;  and,  indeed,  this  is  the  proper 
fubje£t  of  all  philofophy,  natural,  moral,  or  di¬ 
vine  ;  and  in  this  fphere  men  have  made  their  moll 
valuable  difcoveries.— The  attractive  power  of  ele¬ 
mentary  fub fiances  is  no  new  difcovery;  it  muft. 
have  been  obferved  by  every  intelligent  man  on 
earth;  the  rational,  exaft,  and  extenfive  influence 
of  this  power,  or,  what  may  be  called  its  theory, 
conftitute  the  difcoveries 


*  Mr.  Newton  having  difcovered  a  theory  in  the  natural 

World,  and  that  all  things  were  under  one  government  or  law, 
there  Hopped  ;  acknowledging  a  Di'vine  />  ill  tnat  controul- 
ed  the  whole  ;  but  he  did  not  diicover  that  the  divine  will 
it fe If  prcfented  a  theory,  of  which  the  heaven  and  the  earth 
are  the  exatl  copy  or  lecondary  operation  ;  confequently  his 
natural  theory  is  imperfedl,  i.  e.  he  does  not  by  theory  fuLy 
explain  the  phenomena  of  nature — he  theorizes  the  movements 
of  the  fpheres,  &c.  but  he  does  not  theorize  their  exigence,  or 
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Not  would  we  be  undcrftood.  to  enteitain  a. 
profpe£t  that  difcoveries  and  deni  on  it  rations  of 
truth  will  be  made,  which  will  lead  to  univerfal 

«  9 

how  they  were  put  in  motion — he  could  not  by  theory,  ex 
plain  Noah’s  flood,  the  future  difloiution  of  the  world,  or  how 
it  muft  exift  after  the  conflagration.  He  went,  however,  as 
far,  perhaps,  as  it  was  pofiible  to  go,  without  difcovering  tuc 
divine  theory  ;  for.  as  the  natural  world  depends  abfoluteiy  on 
the  divine  will  ;  the  divine  will,  in  reality,  is  nature’s  law  ; 
and  it  is  evident,  that  nature’s  law  muft  be  dilcovered  and  ex¬ 
plained*  in  order  to  explain  fully  the  lyftem  of  nature. 

In  fome  theological  writings,  Mr.  Newton  difeovers  that, 
he  apprehended  this  defedl  in  his  fyftem  ;  and,  in  treating  of 
the  dodlrine  of  the  Trinity,  particularly  of  the  bather  and  the 
Son,  it  is  apparent,  that  he  was  led  to  fuppofe  fomething  ex- 
ifted  in  that  relation,  which  was  neceflary  to  be  unfolded,  in 
order  to  complete  the  great  objedl  of  his  refearches  ;  but  m- 
ftead  of  taking  up  the  divine  will  as  being  conflituted  eflen- 
tially,  of  diftinft  parts  in  union,  and  therefore  oiiering  the 
ground  of  a  theory  in  itfelf,  he  underflood  it  to  be  Ample,  or 
without  parts  ;  and,  fo  underftood,  it  was  incapable  of  being 
a  ground  from  which  he  could  rationate  the  exiftence  and 
ftate  of  the  worlds,  and  open  to  the  bottom,  natuie  and  her 
law.  And  therefore,  in  this  attempt,  inftead  of  gaining,  he 
loft  ground. 

Mi.  Newton  difeovered  nature — attra&ion  and  repulfion 
is  nature  herfelf: — It  is  certainly  an  eflecl,  or  tecondary  op¬ 
eration  ;  and,  when  we  come  to  the  fecondary  operation,  \vc 
'And  it  manifold. 

The  late  learned  James  Tytler,  read  in  manufeript  the 
ftrft  part  of  this  theory  ;  and,  in  the  margin,  made  in  this  con¬ 
nection  the  following  remark.  “  Perhaps,  on  drift  examina- 
44  tion,  it  may  be  found,  that  fome  other  fecondary  operation 
44  may  claim  high  prerogatives  in  nature’s  family.  I  he  ex- 
“  tenftve  modes  of  operation,  aferibed  to  the  electrical  fluid, 
may  be  feen  deferihed  in  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  under 
44  the  articles  electricity,  attraction,  atmofphere,  aflronomy, 
44  chemiftry,  deluge,  cohcflon,  fire,  flame,  heat,  cold,  aurora 
borealis/earthquake,  lightning,  meteorology,  See.  EleCtri- 
cians  have  confidcred  this  fluid  as  the  chief  fecondary  agent 
“  in  producing  all  the  phenomena  of  nature.  And  at  prelent 
44  this  appears  to  be  the  prevailing  doCtrine  of  natural  philofo- 
44  phy.  See  a  fhort  abftraCt  of  thefe  opinions  in  Walker’s 
**  fyflem  of  geography,  lately  publilhed.” 
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conviction;  the  mod  palpable  fafts  in  nature,  a n& 
the  moil  eafy  to  be  underftood,  have  been  doubted 
anil  denied;  theie  exifts  in  the  world  a  criminal  in- 
fidelity — the  prejudices  of  men  are  harder  to  be 
iemo\  ed  than  mountains,  and  their  difinclination 
to  thinking  is  a  difficulty  fall  more  infurmounta- 
ble. — And,  believing  that  a  principle  of  fucb  all- 
powerful  elf  eft  does  exift,  and  that  we  have  fixed 
upon  the  truth,  ftiil  we  fhall  not  impute  all  re¬ 
maining  doubt  and  difpute  refpeffing  this  work  to 
unbelief,  prejudice  and  floth;  for,  after  all,  in  the 
prefeiit  ftate,  we  fhall  know  but  in  part,  and  fee 
daikly ;  the  principle  of  knowledge  will  be  but 
partly  defer] bed,  anci  its  application  fometimes  will 
be  oof  cure,  if  not  miftaken.? — In  making  ufe  of  a 
thoufand  cafes  in  the  works  and  providence  of  God 
to  illuftrate  the  truth  of  our  theory;  and  in  ap, 
plying  numberlefs  texts  of  feripture,  no  profpeGfc 
is  entei  tamed  that  a  cafe  will  not  fometimes  be 
miflaken,  and  a  text  be  mifapplied. 


But  this  imperfe&ion  of  all  human  minds 


and  works,  in  many  cafes  produce  groundlefs 
doubts,  difputes  and  diibelief;  for,  if  the  imper¬ 
fections  of  our  fenfes  and  performances  afford  juft 
ground  to  diferedit  fa£ts,  we  are  incapable  of  know¬ 
ledge;  and,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  we  appeal  to  fa&s; 
facts  which,  we  prefume,  all  men  are  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  con feious  of,  however  i rnp erf edlly  they  may  be 
difeovered  or  defenbed;  and  it  cannot  be  denied. 


that  the  body  of  the  ev  dence  adduced  in  fuppoit 
of  the  theory,  is  of  the  fame  nature,  and  is  drawn 
from  the  fame  fources;  and,  indeed,  is  the  very 
fame  evidence  which  has  principally  fupported  the 
cauls  ol  Chriliianity  in  the  world. 


PREFACE.  xtfiii 

As  to  the  form  of  this  work,  I  am  fenfible 
that  one  more  fyllogiffical  would  have  been  bettCL 
adapted  to  the  habits  of  fame  improved  minds; 
but  my  fludy  has  been  to  make  it  eafy  to  the  molt 
common  underftandmg,  and  therefore  I  have  di¬ 
vided  it  into  numerous  fliort  fe&ions,  each  illus¬ 
trating,  agreeably  to  the  theory,  fome  one  efta- 
blifhed  fad  or  doarine  of  the  creation,  providence, 
or  revelation  of  God.  I  his  reipeft  has  been  paid 
to  this  flate  of  the  human  mind,  not  only  as  it  is 
the  moft  common,  but  alfo  as  it  will  ever  have  the 
moll  weight  and  decifion  in  forming  a  judgment. 
And  I  have  endeavored  to  make  the  argument  to 
confift  of  the  Ample  fads;  for  it  muff  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  an  argument  by  way  of  inference  from 
fa£ts,  however  clear,  cannot  be  fo  clear  and  con¬ 
vincing  as  the  internal  evidence,  or  the  difeovery 
of  the  truth  in  the  fa6ls  themlelves. 

The  moll  material  points  of  the  theory  I  had 
obferved  and  arranged  before  entering  into  the  mi- 
niftry,  and  they  were  advanced  in  my  firft  fermons; 
but  fuch  difficulties  appeared  in  the  way  of  their 
coming  to  the  public  through  my  hands,  that,  till 
lately,  it  has  not  been  remotely  contemplated,  and 
therefore  no  provifion  had  been  made  for  its  being 
done;  and,  at  prefent,  the  flendereft  natural  con- 
ftitution,  and  daily  growing  weaknelfes,  and  the 
paftoral  charge  of  a  large  people,  leave  no  prof- 
pe£t  of  my  Sniffling  the  work.  All  I  am  encour¬ 
aged  I  fhall  be  able  to  offer,  is  a  compend  cf  the 
divine  theory  *  a  hatement  of  the  principle,  and  a 

*  Some  remarkable  changes  in  the  circumftances  of  tke 
aathor,  which  took  place  foon  after  fettiag  about  this  work  ; 
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brief  flatement  of  foine  leading  known  fafts  in  the 
creation,  in  order  to  illuftrate  it,  and  fhew  how  it 
theorizes  in  the  works  of  God. — What  remains  of 
the  work  more  than  this  mull  be  left  to  other 
hands,  and  them  God  will  provide. _ The  Lord 

gave  the  word;  great  was  the  company  of  thofe  that 
fiubiijlied  it . 

his  being  difmifled  from  his  charge,  and,  in  fome  meafure 
gaining  his  health  by  travelling,  enabled  him  very  confidera- 
D  y  to  enlarge  his  pian  ;  but  the  fame  being  accompanied 
with  oppoiitions  from  various  quarters,  threw  difcouragcments 
in  the  way,  and.  retarded  the  publication  ;  and,  at  lalt,  he 
confiders  the  objedt  very  imperfectly  accomplilhed. 

Salem,  (M  ASS  ACHUSETTS,) 

November,  a.  d,  1798. 
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PHE  divine  principle,  which  mav  he  Ha¬ 
ted  and  defined,  muff  be  the  difcover- 
able  divine  Being. — -To  offer  a  difcuffion  of 
what,  is  undifcoverable  would  be  abfurd.  No 
ftatement  or  definition  can  be  rationally  giv¬ 
en  of  the  invifibility  of  God.  It  muff,  there¬ 
fore,  be  underjlood  (for  no  more  can  be  ra¬ 
tionally  meant)  that  our  principle  is  merely 
the  vifibility  of  God,  or  the  principle  of  di¬ 
vine  knowledge. 

o 


2.  As  to  the  invifibility  of  God  we  make 
no  enquiry.  For  as  this  bears  no  letters  or 
characters,  to  angels  and  to  men,  both  in 
time  and  eternity,  it  mud  be  equally  un¬ 
known.  But  there  is  a  legible  divine  charac¬ 
ter— an  alphabet  which  may  be  read  and  un- 
deriiood.  This  belongs  to  us.  Here  is  an  Al¬ 
pha  with  which  we  may  begin,  and  an  Ome¬ 
ga  with  which  we  mud  end.  And  what  is 
©iFered  to  us  in  this  lettered  name,  we  arc 
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warranted  to  call  the  divine  Being,  God  him- 
felt — I  am  Alpha  and  Omega — faith  the  Al¬ 
mighty. 

3.  The  principle  of  divine  knowledge 
then,  or  difcoverable  divine  Being,  is  his 


purpose  or 


will 


rn 


which 


pur 


is  in 


eluded  the  idea  of  aCtion,  for  purpoling  and 
doing  cannot  be  two  things  with  God;  far¬ 
ther  than  his-  purpofe,  or  voluntary  action, 
nothing  is  or  can  be  known  of  God ;  and, 
indeed,  relative  to  light  and  knowledge  no¬ 
thing  farther  than  this  exills. — Our  enquiry 
concerning  the  divine  Being  will  go  no  far- 

o  o  o 

ther  than,  as  according  to  the  ancient  He- 
brewifm,  God  is  his  own  workman/hip. 

4.  In  a  fenfe  unlimited,  God  is  invifible, 
and  his  works  are  unfearchable ;  for  as  no  ap¬ 
proach  has  been  made,  nor  ever  will  be  made 
to  the  difeovery  of  God,  farther  than  his  pur¬ 
pofe,  fo  neither  is,  or  will  there  be  made  any 
difeovery  of  his  works  farther  than  their  Hate 
or  difpontion,  which  anlwers  to  his  purpofe; 
and  every  attempt  or  defire  to  know  more  of 
God,  than  his  counfel  or  decree  is  fruitlefs 
and  criminal. — But  the  purpofe  or  will  of 
God  is  difcoverable,  and  is  the 4 abject  of  all 
divine  manifeitaticn,  and  all  rational  enquiry 
and  reflection. — This  is  the  true  godhead — • 
the  intellectual  fun,  or  principle  of  divine  re¬ 
velation  and  knowledge. — it  is  eternal  ljey 
the  foul  fatisfying  objeCt  of  the  wife  m  heart. 
T  he  man,  who,  through  ochre  of  this,  hav¬ 
ing  f  t> curated  him! elf,  findeth  treaf'ureS;  (>ut 
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'larcrcd  him/ elf,  findeth  treafures;  but 
ho  deh  ret  h'  and  feeketit  it  not,  wrong- 
eth  his  own  foul. 
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Definition. 

1.  The  divine  principle  or  purpofe,  hated 
to  be  the  vifibility  of  God,  is  a  matter  of  fatt, 
and  exifts  in  voluntary  aflion. — If  the  pur¬ 
pofe  or  will  of  God  be  not  a  fa 61,  and  found 
in  voluntary  aftion,  it  is  all  unknown,  and 
has  been  miftaken  for  the  principle  of  know¬ 
ledge:  for  it  is  certain  that  our  fphere  of 
knowledge  does  not  extend  in  the  lead  be¬ 
yond  matters  of  fa 61,  This  particular  of  the 
definition  of  the  divine  principle,  with  thofe 
alfo  following,  will  be  fupported  by  the  whole 
illuffration  of  the  theory. 

2.  The  divine  purpofe  or  will  is  the  fub- 
je£t  of  all  the  divine  charafters. — It  is  im- 
menfe,  eternal,  unchangeable,  almighty,  fov- 
ereign,  wife,  holy,  juft  and  good. —  This  has 
been  univerfally  acknowledged;  and  it  will 
not  be  denied,  that  this  is  the  only  bioxon 
ilibject  of  thefe  characters. 

3.  The  divine  principle  or  purpofe  is  of 
the  nature  of  a  covenant,  or  a  matter  of  re¬ 
cord  between  parties.  This  has  been  acknow¬ 
ledged  as  fully,  perhaps,  as  any  doctrine  of 
divine  revelation. 

4.  The  divine  purpofe  or  will  bears  the 
perfonal  charadters,  and  exhibits  voluntary 
agency.  Being  of  the  covenant  nature,  or  a 
fact  of  record,  the  divine  principle  cannot 
be  contemplated  otherwife  than  in  contem¬ 
plating  intelligent  agency,  and  the  full  exer- 
cife  of  the  perfonal  capacities. 

5-  I  he  divine  principle  or  purpofe  pre¬ 
sents  R  trinity,  and  it  cannot  lie  conceived  of 
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otherwife  than  in  conceiving  of  a  trinity.  It 
is  fo  far  from  being  true,  that  it  is  hard  to 
conceive  of  a  trinity  in  the  godhead,  that  no 
conception  can  be  formed  of  the  eternal  truth 
offered  in  the  purpofe  of  God,  and  a  trinity 
not  to  be  contemplated,  and  with  the  fame 
clearnefs  of  light. 

The  difficulty  in  the  minds  of  men  of 
difcovering  the  Holy  Trinity,  is  nothing 
more  or  lei's  than  the  difficulty  of  difcover¬ 
ing  the  truth  in  a  falfe  principle.  But,  let  the 
true  principle  be  difcovered  and  the  trinity 
cannot  be  hid,  for  it  belongs  to  the  body  of 
the  godhead,  and  is  infeparable  from  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  Divine  Being,  and  is  the  liffbt 
itfelf.  With  the  men  of  Athens  we  may  know 
merely  that  there  is  a  God,  but  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  divine  will,  which,  in  its 
nature  prefents  neceffarily  a  trinity  of  per- 
fons,  we,  like  them,  know  not  what  God  is. 

Whatever  darknefs  there  be  in  our  minds 
concerning  the  'Trinity,  there  muff  neceffari¬ 
ly  be  the  lame  concerning  the  whole  purpofe 
of  God  ;  and  we  can  no  farther  conceive  of 
the  divine  principle  than  we  conceive  of  a 
trinity.  In  a  covenant  there  is  a  covenanter , 
one  who  makes  the  covenant;  a  covenantee, 
one  brought  into  the  covenant;  and  a  mu¬ 
tual  inter  eft  contracted  for.  And,  in  the  pur- 
pole  of  God  each  of  thefe  bear  all  the  divine 
and  perfonal  characters,  which  it  will  be  a 
part  of  this  work  clearly  to  iilulfrate. 

In  this  place  it  will  not  be  expetted  that 
we  clear  the  fubjedt,  but  only  that  we  date 
and  define  the  principle  of  divine  knowledge. 
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And  when  an  illuflration  of  this  principle  is 
fpoken  of  in  the  work  before  us,  it  fhould 
not  be  underfiood  to  mean  that  there  is  any 
obfcuritv  in  the  fubjedi  itfelf.  This  is  as  lum¬ 
inous  as  the  body  of  heaven ;  but  that  there 
is  a  neceffity  of  difpelling,  by  particular  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  true  principle,  the  otherwife 
impenetrable  darknefs  of  fade  principles,  fo 
that  if  any  man  have  eyes  to  fee  he  may  fee. 

The  arduous  tafk  before  us  is  not  fo  much 
to  form  as  to  throw  away  notions.  The 
opinion  that  the  Trinity  is  not  fo  eflentiaily 
the  principle  of  revelation,  but  is  J'omethivg 
of  God,  more  diffant,  myfferious,  and  ob- 
feure,  in  its  nature,  diflinft  from  that  divine 
body  of  light  which,  like  the  natural  fun, 
fhines  with  one  indivisible  blaze,  is  the  molt 
egregious  and  fatal  error,  and  never  could 
have  exifled  and  been  propagated,  had  not 
fome  men  allowed  themfelves  to  talk  and 
write  of  the  Divine  Being  with  their  eyes  fhur, 
and  others  fhut  their  eyes  in  order  to  follow 
them. 

6.  The  divine  principle  or  purpofe  is  one; 
and  though  it  conhfts  of  certain  diflindt 
parts;  yet  it  is  apparent,  when  the  fubjedi  is 
in  view,  that  a  fadt  of  fuch  a  nature  cannot 
exift  without  fuch  parts  being  united  toge¬ 
ther;  and  that  the  parts  and  the  whole  have 
a  neceflary  dependance  on  each  other.  The 
diverfily  and  unity  of  the  will  of  God  is  an 
acknowledged  truth — that  there  are  diviri¬ 
ons  in  the  word  or  will  of  God  is  well  un- 
derftood.  2  Tim.  ii.  ig.  Whilfl  the  divine 
charatlers  it  fufiains,  lmmenfity,  eternity, 
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&c.  fully  demonftrate  its  unity.  Thefe  cha- 
ra&ers  can  belong  only  to  one  principle. 

The  definition  of  the  divine  principle,  as 
being  an  afiion  or  operation,  requires  a  more 
particular  flatement: — 

1.  I  hough  with  deference  to  the  human 
mind,  ever  habituated  to  make  the  difiinc- 
tion,  and  the  common  ufe  of  words;  and 
alfo  on  account  of  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft, 
it  is  requifite  to  flate  the  divine  principle 
both  as  a  purpofe  and  a  work.  It  rnuft  hill 
be  remembered  that  the  divine  operation  is 
effentially  one  with  the  divine  purpofe  ;  that 
it  is  contained  in  the  definition  given  of  the 
fubjebl;  and  that  no  true  definition  can  be 
given  of  the  purpofe  of  God,  which  does 
not  contain  the  primary  operation;  for  it  is 
moll  evident  that,  in  God,  willing  and  doing 
are  lnleparabie. 

2.  The  works  of  God  are  manifold ;  where - 
erer  we  look,  we  behold  operation  fucceed- 
ing.  operation  in  numberlefs  progreffions  ; 
but  they  who  attentively  confider  the  works 
of  God,  obferve  one  firff  operation  through 
which  all  others  proceed.  This,  in  the  di¬ 
vine  fyftem,  is  the  fubjeft  which  we  are  at¬ 
tempting  to  flare  and  define. 

I  L? 

o.  As  the  thoufands  of  fucceffive  undula¬ 
tions  of  the  earth  or  water,  from  a  {hock  or 
explofion,  do  a!!  exifl  in  the  power  of  th 
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{hock  or  ex; 


alofiorv,  foabfolutely  does  all  the 
immenfity  of  the  univerfe  exifl  in  one  divine 
operation. 

4.  The  fir  ft  divine  operation  being  neces¬ 
sarily  comprized  in  the  divine  purpofe,  in 
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like  manner  it  mud  be  immenfe,  eternal,  and 
fudaining  all  the  divine  characters,  and  none 
but  the  divine. 

This  is  the  grand  principle  called  The 
Word  of  God ,  by  which  the  worlds  were 
framed  ;  and  The  Law,  through  which  every 
operation,  exiding  through  ages  of  ages, 
mult  p  oceed,  until  the  progreliion  of  divine 
operation,  returning  as  a  circle  and  uniting 
in  the  principle,  that  (hall  be  ail  in  all. — 
The  notion  of  an  endlefs  progreffion  is  a 
chimera — there  is  nothing  in  nature  to  fup- 
port  it.  We  know  that  whatever  prog  redes 
moves  in  a  circle,  and  mud  return  and  final¬ 
ly  terminate. 

*  t 


PROOFS  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE  STATEMENT. 

The  foregoing  datement  of  the  divine 
principle,  takes  a  ground  the  mod  univer¬ 
sally  acknowledged,  viz.  That  the  liolv 
compaCt,  commonly  called  the  Covenant  of 
Redemption,  is  of  eternal  exidence  ;  and  as 
this  fact  is  the  grand  principle  in  the  divine 
fydem,  the  knowledge  of  it  is  brought  lor- 
•vard  in  every  beam  of  divine  light  that 
diineth  in  the  world.  For  indance  : 

1.  The  very  name  of  God,  which  doubt  lefs 
imports  his  eternal  godhead,  is  evidently 
expredive  of  this  truth.  The  Hebrew  word 
God,  Aleim  or  ELokim,  may  be  interpreted, 
the ~J wearers,  or  the  covenanters ,  or  contractors 
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by  oath.  If  then  this  name  be  eternal,  that 
covenant  aft  which  gives  it,  mud  be  eternal. 
Moles  writes  of  the  creation,  In  the  begin¬ 
ning  God,  Aleivi,  created  the  heaven  "and 
the  earth.  As  therefore  God  bare  this  name 
at  the  creation  of  the  world,  that  fa  ft  from 
which  it  is  taken  mult  have  pre-exilted  ail 
time. 

2.  The  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Gh.oft, 
we  underhand  to  be  an  eternal  name  of  the 
Lord  our  God  :  but  it  is  demonftrable,  that 
thefe  terms  have  their  origin  in  this  divine 
tranfaftion  refpefting  redemption ;  which 
covenant  tranfaftion,  therefore,  muft  be  e- 
cjually  eternal  with  this  name  of  our  Lord 
Jehovah. 

3.  Holinefs  may  well  be  confidered  the 
eternal  attribute  of  God;  but  holinefs  relates 
to  a  con  fee  rat  ion.  In  the  ft  rift  lenfe  of  the 
word,  to  be  holy  is  to  be  fet  apart ;  and  it  is  to 
this  divine  tranfaftion  which,  in  its  nature, 
is  a  confecration — that  we  trace,  as  to  its 
origin,  every  thing  that  is  properly  exprefted 
or  underftood,  by  a  term  of  this  import  as 
applied  to  God.  That  action,  therefore, 
iit  which  God  took  upon  him  the  vow  of 
holinefs,  muft  be  eternal. 

4.  This  is  the  record,  that  God  hath  given 
to  vs  eternal  life  ;  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son.- 
1  lohn  v.  ii.  And  it  is  further  declared, 
as  in  2  Tim.  i.  9.  that  this  grace  zoas  given 
vs  in  (thrift  Jefus,  before  the  worlds  began. — 
A  gift  is  a  transfer  of  fome  property  ;  it  is  a 
real  deed.  'The  mere  pnrpofe  to  give,  is  not 
giving  or  bellowing  a  gift ;  but  God  gave  us 
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eternal  life  before  the  world  was.  This  was 
done  in  that  covenant  Iran  faction  under  con- 
fideration.  It  appears,  therefore,  from  the 
gofpel  record,  that  there  has  exifled  a  tranf- 
aftion  which  is  of  the  nature  of  a  contract 
between  parties,  refpefting  fome  great  inte- 
relt,  wherein  their  obligations  are  folemnly 
confirmed  and  left  on  record  ;  and  that  this 
ene  real  fact  bears  the  eternal  date. 

c.  It  is  faid  in  the  feriptures,  and  often 
repeated,  that  our  Lord  was  made  an  High 
Prieft.  His  Prielthood  then,  is  a  matter  of 
fa6t ;  for  fuch  we  confider  every  thing  which 
is  made  or  done.  But  it  is  alfo  fatd,  that 
this  was  done  after  the  power  of  an  endlefs 
Life.  Heb.  vii.  16.  The  levitical  prielthood 
was  made  after  the  law  of  a  carnal  command¬ 
ment.  In  both  cafes,  the  law  and  the  prielt¬ 
hood  are  joined  and  fubfilt  together,  bear 
date  and  run  parallel  with  each  other  — 
The  temporal  law  has  a  prielthood  anfwer- 
able  to  its  nature — the  eternal  law  alfo,  has 
one  anfwerable  to  its  nature.  As,  therefore, 
the  prielthood  of  Aaron,  according  to  the 
nature  of  its  law,  which  was  carnal ,  mult 
have  begun  and  ended  in  time  ;  fo  likewife, 
the  prielthood  of  Chrilt,  according  to  the 
power  of  an  endlefs  life,  which  is  life  and 
immortality,  mult  be  from  eternity  to  eterni¬ 
ty.  Such  was  the  reafoning  of  the  apoflle 
upon  this  very  point,  and  demonltrates  that 
the  prielthood  which  has  the  power  of  an 
endlefs  life,  i.  e.  the  life  of  God,  for  its  law, 
mull  be  co-exiltent  with  that  life ;  and,  like 
God  himfell,  have  no  beginning  of  days. 
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6.  The  word  Chrift,  relates  to  the  aft  of 
inauguration,  or  the  ordaining  or  felting  up 
of  one,  as  the  head  of  a  body.  It  fignifies  one 
anointed ,  as  the  priefts  and  kings  of  Ifrae! 
were  ordained  or  fet  up  in  thefe  relations, 
over  the  people,  by  the  tranfaftion  of  anoint¬ 
ing  them  with  oil.  Such  a  tranfaftion  is  a 
real  faft,  and  capable  of  being  explored  and 
underllood  in  all  its  parts.  And  this  word 
leads  us  alfo  to  the  fame  eternal  principle, 
which  is  the  fubjeft  before  us ;  for  Chrift,  the 
anointed  one  of  God,  is  faid  to  be  the  begin¬ 
ning*,  Col.  i.  18.  And,  faith  Wifdom,  I 
was  fet  up,  or  ordained,  from  overtoiling, 
from  the  beginning,  or  ever  the  earth  was. 

From  the  above,  and  fuch  like  reafons,  wTe 
have  thegreateft  certainty,  that  a  faft  of  this  e- 
t-ernal  nature  does  ex  iff ;  and  as  there  appears 
a  fufficient  warrant  for  taking  this  anointing, 
or  fetting  up  of  Chrift  for  our  principle,  or 
the  balls  of  the  divine  fyftem,  we  begin, 
therefore,  with  Chrift — he  is  our  alpha,  the 
firft,  the  beginning.  Tracing  the  doctrine  of 
Chrift  to  this  aft  of  inauguration  before  the 
world  was,  we  come  up  to  the  higheft  point 
of  the  univerfe,  into  which  every  line  of  di¬ 
vine  truth  runs  and  terminates  ;  or,  at  leaft, 
if  all  truth  does  not  terminate  here,  we  pre¬ 
fume  this  is  certain,  that  at  this  point  termi¬ 
nates  our  capacity  of  tracing  out  and  of  com¬ 
ing-  to  the  knowledge  of  any  thing  whatever. 
And  as  before  this,  nothing  has  exifted  in 

*  This  word  in  Latin  is  prtncipivm  $  from  whence  is  the 
word  Principle;  and  that  act  which  constituted  a  beginning* 
may,  with  propriety,  be  termed  the  principle. 
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fa£t,  we  may  neither  form  to  ourfelves  any 
conceptions,  nor  make  ufe  of  any  terms  as 
denoting  the  exiftence  of  fome  things  ante¬ 
cedent  to  this  eternal  beginning ;  lor  luch 
conceptions  mull  be  mere  imaginations,  and 
luch  terms  all  idle. 

A  fyftern  implies  harmony,  and  muft  con- 
fill  of  parts.  To  begin  a  fyftem  therefore, 
upon  the  Unitarian  principle,  ol  one  fome- 
thing,  called  by  whatever  name,  fuppofed  to 
exilt  alone,  without  parts  or  harmony,  or  any 
thing  which  conllitutes  luch  a  fubject,  is  to 
begin  before  the  beginning,  and  is  an  abfur- 
dity  in  the  idea  ol  iyltem.  Thofe  profelfed 
Trinitarians,  alfo,  who  begin  their  fyllem 
upon  the  principle  of  three  fomethings,  or  a 
certain  fomething  which,  inconceivably,  of¬ 
fers  three,  arbitrarily  called  perfons,  and 
who,  in  their  elfential  exigence,  are  luppo- 
fed  to  be  juft  alike,  and  to  bear  no  diliin- 
guilhing  characters,  fuch  as  are  imported  by 
the  names  of  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghoft ; 
and,  therefore,  exifting  without  any  thing 
which  conltitutes  the  idea  of  method  and 
fyftem  ;  they,  we  fay,  in  like  manner,  begin 
before  the  alpha ;  and  they  are  involved  in 
the  fame,  or,  if  poftible,  in  a  worfe  ablurdity 
than  the  Unitarians,  and  are  net  worthy  of 
the  name  of  divines. 

Whatever  is  fairly  charactered  ■  may  be 
read — all  I  propofe  in  the  theory,  is  to  ftudv 
the  divine  alphabet.  This,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  we  may  learn — we  may  begin  at  A  and 
read  down  :  and  taking  this  ground  of  the 
©pen  held  ol*  divinity,  opened  from  eternity 
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to  eternity  in  the  doftrine  of  Jefus  Chrifl 
and  him  crucified,  we  may  be  employed  in 
a  ftudy  worthy  either  of  chriftian  fcholars  or 
of  angelic  mailers. 

o 

T  hat  io  many  men  of  talent  and  influence 
fhould  be  ferioufly  employed  in  preaching 
things  which,  they  confefs,  are  in  their  na¬ 
ture  inconceiveable,  is  truly  lamentable.  No 
wonder  a  trinity,  to  many,  Ihould  appear  ob¬ 
fcure  and  inexplicable,  when  it  is  fuppofed  to 
exift  in  fomething  unlettered,  a  perfebl  enig¬ 
ma,  wrapped  up  in  a  blank  leaf,  antecedent 
to  pa gt  JirJl  of  the  book  of  God’s  kingdom, 
taken  and  opened  by  the  lion  of  the  tribe  of 
jfndah,  and  to  the  alpha  of  the  doctrine  of 
Chrilt;  a  matter  beyond  the  voluntary  union 
of  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghoft  ;  a  certain 
fomething  beyond  that  almighty  a£t  of  fetting 
up  the  Lord  Chrift,  which,  itfelf,  engrofles 
eternity.  This  mull  be  obfcure  indeed! 

— - -  — - 


PROOFS  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE  DEFINITION, 

From  the  fubjefl  under  confideration,  the 
old  chriliian  article  of  eternal  generation ; 
though  of  late  it  has  been  much  exploded, 
and  by  lome  called  eternal  nonfenfe,  is  yet 
maintained,  and  appears  agreeable  to  found 
doftrine,  and  is  indifpenfably  an  article  of  the 
chriftian  faith.  And  it  appears  from  our  de¬ 
finition,  that  fuel)  a  thing  is  in  no  wife  obfcure 
and  inexplicable,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that 
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It  is  held  forth  clearly  in  the  mod  manifeft 
and  undeniable  lafts,  relative  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  God  the  Father,  and  of  our  Lord 
jefus  Chrilt. — To  difcover  this  truth,  it  is 
only  neceflary  to  attend  carefully  to  the  im¬ 
port  of  the  terms  Father  and  Son. 

The  word  Father,  as  applied  to  God,  and 
fo  ab drafted  in  fenfe  from  every  thing  of  a 
bodily  nature,  refpefts  merely  what  belongs 
to  the  will,  and  imports  two  things, 

1,  That  command  and  government  which 
is  neceflary  to  form  the  obedient  filial  cha- 
rabter. 

2.  That  favor  and  bidding,  which  is  the 
proper  reward  ol  filial  obedience. 

The  word  Son  jult  anfwers  in  fenfe  to  that 
of  Father,  and  imports,  fimply,  a  mind  or 
will,  as  the  fubjeft  of  fuch  authority, yielding 
this  cheerful  obedience;  and,  as  the  objeft  ol 
fuch  pleafure,  enjoying  this  blejfed  reward. 

Thefe  terms,  like  many  others,  are  ufed 
commonly,  and,  doubtiefs,  fometimes  in  the 
fcriptures,  in  a  variety  of  fenfes ;  but  the  fettle 
here  given,  relative  to  the  will,  is  ever  to 
be  confidered  their  highelt  and  mcft  com¬ 
manding  fenfe,  both  in  the  fcriptures  and  in 
common  converfation. — As  v.dten  a  man  ne¬ 
glects  his  offspring,  and  appears  to  be  delti- 
tute  of  a  parental  difpofition;  takes  no  heed 
either  to  govern,  educate,  or  make  provifion 
to  let  them  up  in  the  world ;  we  lay,  he  i* 
not  a  father,  but  a  brute. — Alfo,  w  hen  we  fee 
a  child  obflinately  rebellious  and  piodigai, 
refuting  parental  authority,  or  rudely  waiting 
his  patrimony  ;  we  lay,  he  is  not  a  Ion,  but  a 
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monfler. — On  the  other  hand,  a  man  wha 
takes  a  child  under  his  government  and  dis¬ 
cipline,  and  makes  him  his  heir,  though  he 
be  not  his  by  blood,  will  be  called  the  lather 
of  that  child;  and  the  child  fliewing  obedi¬ 
ence  in  Inch  a  relation,  and  receiving  in  a 
proper  manner  his  inheritance,  will  be  called 
Ins  Ion.  And  thus,  in  the  fcriptures,  Solomon 
faith,  He  that  delicately  bringdh  up  his  fer- 
vant  from  a  child,  (hall  have  him  become  his 
ion  at  length ;  and  hence,  the  father  in  the 
parable  or  the  prodigal,  faith,  This  my  Jon, 
was  dead,  and  is  alive  again. — And  though 
God  is  the  author  of  our  bodies  as  really  as* 
of  our  minds,  yet  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews, 
fpeaking  of  God  as  our  Father,  and  of  our 
higheft  obligations  to  him,  on  account  of  this 
high  and  commanding  fenfe  of  the  word,  he 
tifes  it  diftindlly  in  relation  to  the  will,  as 
Moles  before  had  ufed  the  term  God,  Numb, 
xvi.  22.  and,  as  it  were,  confines  it  to  this 
fenfe,  whilfr.  he  exhorts  us  to  be  in  fuhjedtion 
unto  the  Father  of  Spirits. — This,  by  way  of 
diftinftion,  I  (hall  term  the  voluntary  fenfe. 

That  relations,  fuch  as  are  above  Hated,  do 
fubfift  between  God  the  Father  and  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  no  one  will  difpute;  but  thefe 
relations  ref u  1 1  from  the  nature  of  our  prin¬ 
ciple,  which  we  have  proved  to  be  eternal. — 
A  covenant  tranfaclion  always  implies  a  duty 
impofed,  and  a  compenlation  proffered.— 
The  gift  of  eternal  hie,  made  to  us  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  as  our  furety  or  truftee,  impeded  upon 
him  an  obligation  no  lef s  than  that  of  laying 
down  his  life  for  us ;  w’hi'ft,  at  the  fame  urne4 
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it  fet  before  him  a  reward  no  lefs  than  the 
inheritance  of  God,  which  is  his  people. — 
The  aft  of  inauguration  alfo,  whilft  it  gave 
the  anointed  one  the  molt  folemn  charge,  and 
laid  him  under  the  deepelt  obligations ;  at 
cnce  it  beftowed  upon  him  the  higheft  re¬ 
ward,  by  fetting  him  up,  and  conflituting 
him  the  head  of  the  church  as  his  body. — In 
this  fame  aft  the  commander  and  rewarder 
Was  made  a  father,  and  him  who  was  com¬ 
manded  and  rewarded  was  made  a  fon.  And 
as  this  deed,  which  gives  being  to  the  relation 
of  father  and  fon,  and  is  therefore  an  aft  of 
generation  in  the  fenfe  the  word  is  now  ufed, 
exifted  before  the  world  was ;  the  truth  of 
an  eternal  generation  is  eftablifhed  upon  the 
ftrongeft  grounds,  being  found  in  the  nature 
of  the  divine  principle. 

And  what  is  there  obfcure  or  peculiarly 
inexplicable  in  this  doftrine?  which  matter 
is  all  comprifed  in  four  fimple  ideas  relative 
to  the  will;  and  which  are  acknowdedged. 
on  all  hands,  to  exift  in  the  bleffed  will  of 


the  father,  and  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  viz. 
parental  command  and  parental  favor;  ac- 
quieicence  in  fuch  authority,  and  enjoyment 
of  fuch  bleffing. — What  can  be  named  more 
within  the  fphere  of  human  knowledge  than 
this P  If  poffible,  it  is  lefs  obfcure  than  the 
exigence  of  light  and  heat  in  the  fun. 

.  That  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  laid  down  his 
life  in  a  way  of  obedience  to  the  divine  will, 
we  have  his  exprefs  declaration.  John  x, 
J  8.  Thu  commandment  have  I  received  of  my 
/ either.  I  his  will  of  the  Father,  as  it  refpeft- 
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ed  the  unworthy  and  juftly  condemned  crea¬ 
ture,  is  called  grace,  as  in  Heb.  ii.  g.  That 
he.  by  the  grace  of  God,  {hould  taffe  death 
for  every  man.  But  this  grace  was  given  us 
in  Chrijl  Jefus  before  the  world,  was.  Which 
implies  his  yielding  confent  and  filial  duty 
to  the  command;  and,  in  effect,  his  being  a 
lamb  Jldih  f  rom  the  foundation  of  the  world , 
So  evident  it  is,  that  this  chara&er  of  pater¬ 
nity,  and  this  of  fonfhip,  which  is  the  frub  of 
it,  have  exiffed  together,  in  and  with  God* 

from  everlaftmg. - And  as  to  the  other 

branch  of  the  divine  will,  its  exiftence,  and 
that  alfo  from  eternity,  is  as  plainly  exprefs- 
ed  by  Wifdom,  Pro.  viii.  “  I  was  fetup  from, 
everlajling,  from  the  beginning,  or  ever  the 
earth  teas.  When  there  were  no  depths,  / 
was  brought  forth  :  token  there  were  no  foun¬ 
tains  abounding  with  water ,  Before  the  moun¬ 
tains  were  fettled;  before  the  lulls  was  I  brought 
forth :  While  as  yet  he  had  not  made  the  earth, 
nor  the  fields,  nor  the  highcfl  part  of  the  dufl 
of  the  world.  When  he  prepared  the  heavens, 
I  was  there  :  when  he  fet  a  compafs  upon  the 
face  of  the  depth  :  When  he  efablifhed  the  clouds 
above:  taken  he  Jlrengthened  the  foundations 
of  the  deep  :  When  he  gave  to  the  fea  his  de¬ 
cree,  that  the  waters  f hould  not  pa/s  his  com¬ 
mandment  :  when  he  appointed  the  foundati¬ 
ons  of  the  earth ,  Then  I  teas  by  him ,  as  one 
brought  up  with  him ;  and  1  was  daiiy  his 
delight,  rejoicing  always  before  him.  lo 
which  we  may  alio  add,  the  declarations  of 
our  Lord,  that  he  had  glory  with  the  Father 
before  the  world  was:  and  that  the  father 
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loved  him  before  the  foundation  cf  the  world. 
John  xvii. — As  therefore,  the  great  idea  of 
Jefus  Chrifl:  being  the  Son  of  the  Father ,  is 
this  of  his  being  brought  forth,  or  brought  up, 
in  filial  duty,  and  glorified  in  parental  love  ; 
and  as  this  was  done  from  everlafting,  or 
before  the  world  exifted  ;  his  eternal  gene - 
ration  is  indifputable. 

But  to  afeertain,  clearly,  the  nature  of  the 
divine  relation  of  Father  and  Son,  is  of  fuch 
confequence  to  the  knowledge  of  the  chrift- 
ian  fyftem,  particularly,  whether  it  is  to  be 
understood,  as  we  have  taken  it,  in  the  vo¬ 
luntary  fenfe  ;  that  it  may  be  proper,  in  'ms 
place,  to  offer  fome  further  confiderations 
of  the  fubjett. 

1.  Our  Lord  commonly,  if  not  always,  in 
his  do&rine,  ufed  the  terms  Father,  Son,  See. 
in  this  high  fenfe;  it  was  one  of  the  peculi¬ 
arities  of  his  manner  of  (peaking,  as  in  the 
Following  inftances: 

There  came  then  his  brethren,  and  his  mo¬ 
ther,  and,  funding  without,  fent  unto  him, 
calling  him.  And  the  multitude  fat  about  him, 
and  they  faid  unto  him,  Behold,  thy  mother 
and  thy  brethren  without  feek  for  thee. — And 
he  anfwered  them,  faying.  Who  is  my  mother, 
or  my  brethren ? — And  he  looked  round  about 
on  them  which  fat  about  him,  and  faid,  Be¬ 
hold,  my  mother  and  my  brethren.  For  who- 
foever  fiall  do  the  will  of  God,  the  fame  is  my 
brother,  and  my  filler,  and  mother,  Mark  iii. 

When  he  was  found  by  his  parents,  fitting 
in  the  temple,  hearing  and  converging  with 
the  doctors ;  his  mother  faid  unto  him,  Son, 
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why  haft  thou  thus  'dealt  with  us?  Behold,  thy 
father  and  I  have  fought  thee  forr  owing.  And 
he  [aid  unto  them,  How  is  it  that  ye  fought 
me?  Wift ye  not  that  I  muft  be  about  my  Fa¬ 
ther’s  buftnefs?  Luke  ii. — In  this  reply  he 
appears  to  let  afidp  the  fenfe  in  which  Mary 
had  ufed  the  words  fonand  father:  but  that 
he  confidered  them  in  the  relation  of  par¬ 
ents,  in  his  own  fenfe  of  the  word,  it  is  im¬ 
mediately  added,  that  he  went  down  with 

J  7 

them,  and  came  to  Nazareth,  and  was fub- 
ject  unto  them. 

“  1  fpeak  that  which  I  have  feen  with  my 
“  Father ;  and  ye  do  that  which  ye  have  feen 
“  with  your  father.” — They  anfwered  and faid 
unto  him,  Abraham  is  our  father.  Jefus  faith 
unto  them,  If  ye  were  Abraham's  children,  ye 
would  do  the  works  of  Abraham.  But  now  ye 
feck  to  kill  me,  a  man  that  hath  told  you  the 
truth  which  I  have  heard  of  God;  this  did 
not  Abraham. — Ye  do  the  deeds  of  your  father , 
Then  faid  they  unto  him,  We  be  not  born  of 
fornication ;  we  have  one  Father,  even  God, 
Jefus  faid  unto  them,  If  God  were  your  Fa - 
ther,  ye  would  love  me  ;  for  I  proceeded  forth, 
and  came  from  God  ;  neither  came  I  of  my- 
felf,  but  he  fent  me,® — Why  do  ye  not  un¬ 
derhand  my  fpeech?  even  becaufe  ye  can¬ 
not  hear  my  word. — Ye  are  of  your  father, ■ 
the  Devil,  and  the  lifts  of  your  father  ye  will 


*  In  the  original,  the  lad  fentence  of  this  verfe  is  evi¬ 
dently  explicative,  the  (Greek  gar,)  for?  which  gives  it  this 
Contb  nation  is  omi  ued  in  the  tranilalion  :  For  I  proceeded _ forth  * 
and  came  from  God  /  lor  neither  came  l  of  my fdf ,  but  the  fame 
fent  me. 
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do*  He  was  a  murderer  from  the  beginning , 
Mid  abode  not  in  the  truth ,  becaufle  there  is  no 
truth  in  him . — “  When  he  fpeaketh  a  lie,  he 
fpeaketh  of' his  own ;  for  he  is  a  liar,  and  the 
father  of  it.”  John  viii. — It  may  be  obferved 
of  this  paffage,  that  the  Jews  under  hood,  or 
affefted  to  underhand  the  word  father  in  a 
phyfical  fenfe,  as  importing  merely  a  natur¬ 
al  relation;  or,  if  they  uled  it  fpeaking  of 
God,  and  called  him  their  Father,  they  Hill 
would  mean  fomething  befides  an  union  of 
will  as  conflicting  the  relation.  But,  againft 
all  their  cavils,  the  Lord  Jelus  adhered  to  his 
voluntary  fenle,  which  gives  this  import  of 
the  word  great  authority. — It  may  alio  be 
obferved  of  this  quotation,  that  our  Lord 
blamed  the  jews  for  not  underjlanding  his 
fpeech,  and  imputed  it  to  a  wrong  temper, 
as  well  he  might,  for  it  certainly  feems  very 
plain  language. — But,  upon  the  fuppofition 
that  he  called  God  his  Father ,  and  fpake  of 


himfelf  as  'proceeding  forth  from  him,  and  be¬ 
ing  his  Sony  in  fome  myfterious  and  irftxpli- 
cable  fenle,  how  could  they  be  blamed  for 
not  underffanding  his  fpeech?  or  how  W£(* 
this  evidence  of  a  wicked  dilpofition?  efpe- 
cially,  as  in  the  fame  difcourfe,  he  applied 
the  fame  terms  to  them,  molt  indifputably, 
in  the  plain  voluntary  fenfe. 

Now  there  flood  by  the  crofls  of  Jeflus,  his 
mother ,  and  his  mother  s  Jfler%  Alary ,  the  wife 
of  Cleophas ,  and  Mary  Magdalene.  When  Je- 
fas,  therefore ,  fiw  his  mother,  Tmd  the  difcipU 
/landing  by,  ichom  he  loved,  he  flflh  unto  his 
mother ,  Woman,  behold  thy  Son  fallen  faith 
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he  to  the  difciple,  Behold  thy  mother.  And 
from  that  hour  that  difciple  took  her  to  his 
own  home ,  John  xix. — Might  not  this  tender 
inftance  of  the  ufe  of  thefe  terms  make  an 
impreffion  upon  the  mind  of  this  difciple, 
which  led  him  fo  remarkably  to  the  fameufe 
of  them,  as  we  fhall  prefently  notice?  A  mul¬ 
titude  of  inflances  of  the  fame  manner  might 
be  pointed  out,  but  thofe  above  may  e'fta- 
blilh  the  juftnefs  of  the  remark,  that  Jefus 
Chrift  commonly  ufed  thefe  relative  terms 
in  the  voluntary  fenfe,  and  that  this  was  one 
of  the  peculiarities  of  his  expreffion.  Hence 
the  Apoflle  lays  down  this  fentiment,  that  if 
we  be  not  chaltifed,  and  brought  up  before 
God,  as  jn  a  way  of  obedience  to  parental 
government,  then  are  we  bafards  and  not  fans, 
f  2.  A  doftrine,  in  the  common  acceptation 
of  the  word,  is  a  rule;  it  is  fomething  the 
nature  of  which  may  be  opened,  conceived 
of,  and  improved;  and  fo  capable  of  being 
applied  to  fome  cafe  as  a  rule.' — If  then,  the 
divine  union  of  Father  and  Son,  as  many 
have  fuppofed,  be  a  myllery,  or  a  thing  which, 
in  its  nature,  is  incapable  of  being  opened 
and  explained — a  relation  peculiar  to  the  Di¬ 
vine  Being,  and,  therefore,  not  in  the  leaft  af¬ 
fording  a  rule  or  infiruttion  in  any  of  the  re¬ 
lations  of  creatures;  with  what  propriety  is 
it  confidered  or  called  a  doSrine? — How 
much  this  difficulty  has  been  felt  by  many 
minds  the  moll  lerious  and  humbly  devoted 
to  the  truth  of  God,  is  well  known. 

But  our  Lord  brought  forwrard  this  divine 
relation  as  a  doblrine;  he  dwrelt  upon  it — it 
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was  the  text  of  his  fermons — the  burthen  of 
almoft  all  his  difcourfes;  and  he  difcovered 
the  greateft  earneftnefs,  not  merely  that  the 
truth  might  be  believed,  but  alfo  that  it  might 
be  underllood. — It  is  evident  that  this  mat¬ 
ter  is  laid  down  in  die  New  Teh  ament  as  the 
great  rule  of  the  gofpel.  The  manner  of  St. 
John,  particularly,  throughout  his  Evange- 
lift  and  Epillles,  appears  lludied  to  make  this 
impreflion. — Let  the  following  paifages  be 
obferved: 

Jefus  cried  and  faid ,  He  that  bclieveth  on 
me,  believetk  not  on  me,  but  on  him  that  font 
me. — And  he  that  feeth  me,  feeth  him  that 
fent  me. — I  am  come  a,  light  into  the  world, 
that  whofoever  believetk  on  me  Jhould  not  abide 
in  darknefs. — And  if  any  man  hear  my  words, 
and  believe  not,  J judge  him  not;  for  I  comic 
not  to  judge  the  world,  but  to  fave  the  world. 
He  that  rej ecleth  and  receiveth  not  my  words-, 
hath  one  that  judgeth  him. —  The  word  that  I 
have  fpoken,  the  fame  Jhall  judge  him  in  the 
laft  day. — “  Fori  have  not  fpoken  of  myfelf; 
but  the  Father  which  fent  me,  he  fave  me  a 
commandment,  what  I  fhould  fay,  and  what 
I  Ihould  fpeak.  And  I  know  that  his  com¬ 
mandment  is  life  everl ailing.”  John  xii. — By 
the  union  of  Chrillwith  the  Father  exprefled 
here;  his  being  fo  one  with  the  Father,  that 
he  that  believeth  on  him  believeth  on  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  he  that,  feeth  him  feeth  the  Father; 
the  truth  of  his  Fathers  will  being;  in  him,  is 
plainly  intended,  viz.  that  he  was  aft  in  g 
wholly  by  his  commandment,  and  was  imme¬ 
diately  Speaking  his  words;  which  will, com- 
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mandment,  or  words  of  the  Father,  given  to 
us  by  Chrift,  is  our  prefent  rule,  and  an  au¬ 
thority  which,  in  the  laft  day,  will  judge  the 
world,  and  decide  the  eternal  ftate  of  all  men, 
— In  this  paflage  an  explanation  is  diretlly 
offered  of  this  divine  union  and  onenefs,  the 
fame,  in  other  words,  with  that  noticed  in 
chap.  viii. —  For  I  have  notfpoken  of  myfeif; 
but  the  Father  which,  fent  me,  he  gave  me  a 
commandment,  what  I  Jhould,  fay,  and  what  I 
Jhould  f peak . — It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  of 
words  being  put  together  to  communicate 
more  precifely  the  idea  of  the  union  by  pa¬ 
rental  authority  and  filial  duty,  than  \vha| 
lies  before  us  in  the  whole  palfage. 

//>  had  known  me,  ye  Jhould  have  known 
my  Father  alfo  ;  and  from  henceforth  ye  know 
him,  and  have  feen  him. — Philip  faith  unto 
him,  Lord,Jhew  us  the  Father,  and  it  fujficeth 
us.  Jefus  faith  unto  him,  Have  I  been  Jo  long 
time  with  you,  and  yet  haft  thou  not  known  me, 
Philip  ?  He  that  hath  feen  me  hath  feen  the 
Father;  and  how  fayefl  thou  thcn,fhexo  us  the 
Father?  Bclievcji  thou  not,  that  I  am  in  the 
Father,  and  the  Father  in  me? — The  words 


that  I  fpeak  unto  you,  I  fpeak  not  of  myfeif, 
but  the  Father  that  dwelleth  in  me,  he  doth 
the  works.  John  xiv. — Here  again  is  an  ap¬ 
parent  explanation  of  the  union  of  Chrift 
and  the  Father,  the  fame  for  fubffance  with 
thofe  already  noticed. — Shew  us  the  tatner, 
lays  Flubp;  He  is  anfwered  ■-  tie  that  hat n 
feen  me  hath  feen  the  Father.—' “  The  words 
shat  i  fpeak  umo  you,  I  fpeak  not  ol  my- 

«*  i  '.]{•’  K’’f  ♦  I  w:.  If  ■  t  H  /•*  r  ♦  t  f'.yp  Up!  !  in  me  {'<* 
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f*  doth  the  works both  in  word  and  deed, 
he  exprefed  the  will  of  the  Father,  and  was 
thus  his  exprefs  image. 

Had  it  not  been  afferted,  long  and  obfli- 
nately  averted  by  many,  that  no  true  expla¬ 
nation  is  offered,  or  can  be  offered,  of  the  di¬ 
vine  union  of  Father  and  Son,  I  fhould  have 
thought  that  it  could  not  be  denied,  that  our 
Lord  meant  to  explain  the  fenl'e  in  which  the 
Father  was  in  him,  in  his  reply  to  Philip,  as 
being  all  comprifed  in  the  two  ideas  of  his 
■words,  to  which  he  was  obedient,  and  the 
works  of  his  power,  which  were  expreflions 
of  his  glory;  which  explanation  is  fimply 
the  truth  of  his  generation,  or  of  his  being 
the  Son  of  God,  in  the  voluntary  fenfe. 

“  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you,” — As  the 
branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itfelf,  except  it  a- 
bide  in  the  vine ;  no  more  can  ye,  except  ye  a- 
bide  in  me.  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branch¬ 
es.  He  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the 
fame  bringeth  forth  much  fruit;  for  without 
me  ye  can  do  nothing. — If  any  man  abide  not 
in  me,  he  is  c aft  forth  as  a  branch,  and  is  with » 
ered;  and  men  gather  them,  and  cajl  them  in¬ 
to  the  fire,  and  they  are  burned  —  If  ye  abide 
in  me,  and  my  words  abide  in  you,  ye  fiall 
ajk  what  ye  will  and  it  fiall  be  done  unto  you. 
— Herein  is  my  Father  glorified,  that  ye  fear 
much  fruit,  fo  fiall ye  be  my  dijciplcs.  As  the 
Father  hath  loved  me,  fo  have  I  loved  you: 
continue  ye  in  my  love.  If  yc  keep  my  com¬ 
mandments,  ye  (hall  abide  in  my  love;  even 
as  I  have  kept  my  Fathers  commandments, 
a^Q  aoide  in  his  love.  John  xv, — It  mav  be 


remarked  of  this  pa  Rage,  that  the  word  to  d* 
bide,  fo  often  ufed  here  to  exprefs  the  union 
of  believers  with  Chrift,  is  the  fame  in  theo- 
riginal  which  is  ufed  in  the  place  laft  quoted,  to 
exprefs  his  union  with  the  Father,  and  tranf- 

lated  to  dwell,  the  Father  that  dwelleth  in  me, 

✓ 

And  not  only  is  the  fame  word  ufed,  but  the 
comparifon  and  whole  defcription  reprefents 
the  union  to  be  in  its  nature  the  fame. — The 
Father’s  abiding  or  dwelling  in  Chrift  is  ex¬ 
plained  of  his  Father’s  words,  &c.  in  like 
manner  their  abiding  or  dwelling  in  him,  and 
he  in  them,  is  explained  of  his  words;  “  Ye 
“  abide  in  me,  and  my  words  ab?de  in  you. — 
“  As  the  Father  hath  loved  me,  fo  have  1  lov- 
“  ed  you  ” — If  ye  keep  ray  commandments ,  ye 
Jhall  abide  in  my  love;  even  as  I  have  kept  viy 
Father  s  commandments,  and  abide  m  his  l eve. 


Is  this  very  obfcure?  But  thefe  ate  among 
the  paft'ages  which  have  been  fet  down  as 
pointing  to  an  inexplicable  doklrine. 

And  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might 
know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift 
whom  thou  haft  fcnt.  John  xvii. — Our  Lord 
had  faid,  that  his  Fathers  **  commandment 
is  life  everlafting;”  and  had  often  explain¬ 
ed  this  to  be  the  truth  intended  by  his  dwell¬ 
in'’'  in  him. —  1  his,  emphatically  he  called 
his  doctrine.  “  My  dottrine  is  not  mine,  but 
“  his  that  Cent  me.  If  any  man  will  do  his 
will  he  Jhall  know  of  the  dodlvinc,  whether 
“  it  be  of  God,  or  whether  I  fpeak  of  myfelf.” 
John  vii. — ’ That  the  Father  had  committed 
Ins  word  to  him,  the  fame  whicn  he  fpakw, 
and  which  he  laid,  John  xih  fhould  judge  the 
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world  in  the  lad  day,  is  affigned  as  the  rea- 
lon  “  that  all  men  fhould  honor  the  Son,  e- 

ven  as  they  honor  the  Father.”  John  v, — - 
And  it  is  added,  “  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you. 
He  that  heareth  my  word,  and  believeih  on  him 
that  font  me,  hath  everlafting  life.” 

If  this  relation,  as  has  been  fuppofed,  be 
in  its  nature  peculiar  to  the  Divine  Being, 
how  is  it  thus  brought  forward  in  connexion 
with  our  obedience,  abiding  in  Ohrid,  keep¬ 
ing  his  words  or  commandments,  and  enjoy¬ 
ing;  his  love  and  bleiTednefs,  which  is  eternal 
life? — Taking  the  common  hypothefis  of 
mvflery,  all  is  inexplicable;  the  difeourfes  of 
our  Lord,  appear  without  connexion,  peace- 
meal  ;  and  his  manner  of  fpeech  broken,  and 
very  myllerious.  In  this  track  my  fiery  crouds 
upon  my  fiery,  and  the  mind  isenclofed  with 
darkneis. — But,  on  the  other  hand,  under- 
ftanaing  this  divine  principle  in  the  volun¬ 
tary  fenfe,  we  perceive  at  once  that  it  is  a 
doftrine,  a  rule  or  precept,  which  lays  the 
Foundation  of  a  blejfed  fociety;  and  that,  in 
its  nature,  it  is  the  eternal  law  of  the  golpcl 
kingdom. 

O 

This  word,  or  commandment,  received 
from  the  Father,  our  Lord  gave  to  his  peo¬ 
ple,  and  they,  receiving  it,  are  faid  to  know 
the  Father  and  Jefus  Cnrilt;  to  be  fit  the  Fa¬ 
ther  and  Jefus  Chrilt;  or,  as  it  is  fometimes 
exp  relied,  to  have  the  Father  and  the  Son. — ■ 
Whofoevcr ■  tranfgreffeth,  and  abideth  not  in 
the  doctrine  of  Chrijt,  hath  not  God. — He 
that  abideth  in  the  doctrine  of  Chrijt,  he  hath 
both  the  Father  and  the  Son.  2  Epifl,  John. 
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-*-And  this  doftrine  abiding  or  remaining  irf 
them,  they  are  faid  to  continue  in  the  Son  and 
in  the  Father,  i  John  ii. — This  command¬ 
ment  was  given  him,  to  fpeak  to  us,  before 
the  world  exifled;  and  thus  eternal  life  was 
given  us  in  Chrift  Jefus  before  the  world 
was ;  “and  he  that  keepeth  his  commandments 
dwellethin  him,  and  he  in  him.”  i  John  iii,  24- 
Hence  it  is  faid,  1  John  i. — Our  hands  have 
handled  the  word  of  life ;  for  the  life  zvas  ma- 
nifefled,  and  we  have  feen  it,  and  bear  witnefs , 
and  {hew  unto  you  that  eternal  life  which  was 
with  the  Father,  and  zoas  mmifefed  unto  us. 
That  which  we  have  feen  and  heard  declare  roe 
unto  you,  that  ye  alfcrmay  have  JeliowJhip  with 
.  us;  and  truly  our fellowjhip  is  with  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Thrift. 

The  feope  of  this  firfi  epiftle  of  John  may  be 
comprifed  in  three  particulars,  viz.  What  this- 
doctrine  or  commandment  confifts  in;  that 
it  was  in  the  beginning  from  the  Father  to1 
the  Son  ;  and  that,  through  him,  it  is  given  to 
us. — This  matter,  together  with  its  evidence, 
and  a  variety  of  plain  inferences  from  the 
premifes,  with  an  exhortation  to  keep  the 
commandment,  or  to  abide  in  the  do&rine, 
and  the  reafons  of  his  writing,  which  is  alt- 
hut  the  fame  thing;  this,  I  fay,  appears  to  be 
all  that,  is  Intended  by  this  divine  epiftle- — - 
And  this,  indeed,  is  the  ium  of  the  gofpel ; 
k  is  the  faith  which  was  once  delivered  to  the 
faints;  and  it  is  declared  with  light  and  evi¬ 
dence  fufticient  to  confirm  our  fouls,  and 
make  us  perfeSt,  fiabkfhed,f  lengthened,  and 
fettled  in  the  knowledge  of  him,  whom  to 
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Stnow  filially,  or  in  a  way  of  obedience,  is  life 
eternal. —  fhefe  things  have  I  -written  unto 
you  that  believe  on  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God; 
that  ye  may  know  that  ye  have  eternal  life, 
and  that  ye  may  believe  on  the  name  of  the 
Son  of  God.  i  John  v. 

So  amply  this  matter  of  the  divine  union 
of  Father  and  Son  is  laid  down  in  the  ferip- 
tures  of  truth,  as  the  dotlrine  of  God  our  Sa¬ 
viour,  the  grand  rule  of  the  golpel,  and  eter¬ 
nal  life. 

o,  I  (hall  conclude  thefe  confiderations  of 
the  evidence,  that  the  union  of  Father  and 
Son,  fo  much  infilled  on  in  the  New  Tefta- 
■ment,  is  of  a  voluntary  nature,  by  fetting 
down  two  or  three  paffages  of  feripture,  with 
*rery  little  comment, 

I fpeak  that  which  I  have  feen  with  my  Fa¬ 
ther ;  and  ye  do  that  which  ye  have  feen  with 
your  father,  John  viii. — It  cannot  Be  doubt¬ 
ed  that  the  Devil  is  here  called  the  Father  of 
Sinners,  on  account  of  the  union  of  will;  but 
there  is  fuch  a  clofe  connexion  between  the 
two  fentences,  that  it  feems  necelfary  to  un¬ 
derhand,  that  God  is  called  the  Father  of 
Chrift  in  the  fame  voluntary  fenfe. — If  in  one 
verfe,  framed  together  in  the  clofeff  manner, 
the  fame  word  be  ufed  in  widely  different  fen- 
fes,  no  certain  idea  is  conveyed;  we  can  on- 
ly  guefs  at  the  meaning; '  and,  in  a  difpute 
which  feemed  to  hinge  upon  the  meaning  of 
the  word,  is  it  polfible  that  this  teacher 
fhouid  ule  the  word  Father  in  different  fen- 


fes  in  one  breath,  and  give  his  enemies  fuch 
«ccafion  to  fay,  as  they  did,  that  his  ipeeca 
yv as  u n i n t el i i gi b Iff 


WhofoeverJhalL  confefs  that  Jefus  is  the  Sen 
of  God,  God  dwelled!  in  him,  and  he  in  God, 
And  we  have  known  and  believed  the  love  that 
God  hath  to  us. — God  is  love,  and  he  that 
dxoelleth  in  love,  dwelled!  in  God,  and  God 
in  him.  1  John  iv. — This  onenefs  of  God 
and  believers  is  certainly  an  unity  of  will ; 
but  this  is  precifely  the  language  which  Je« 
fus  Chrift  ufed  to  exprefs  the  unity,  or  one- 
nefs  of  hirnfell  and  hu,  Father. — And  not  on¬ 
ly  the  (tile,  but  the  argument  {hews  that  the 
union  is  the  fame  in  its  nature  and  principle. 
— This  is  the  love  of  God,  that  zee  keep  his 
commandments ;  this  is  believing,  that  Je¬ 
fus  is  the  Chrift;  and  this  is  conjejfng  him: 
But,  as  this  commandment  confiituted  the 
eternal  generation,  and  the  ineffably  blefted 
union  01  Father  and  Son;  the  following  in¬ 
ferences  are  plain; — Whofoevcr  beheveth  that 
Jefus  is  the  Chrijl  is  born  of  God ;  for  the 
fame  which  conllituted  him  the  Son  of  God, 
will  alfo  conftitute  us  children. — Every  one 
that  loveth  is  born  of  God;  for  the  fame 
which  gave  the  filial  character  to  the  firft- 
born,  will  give  the  c  ha  racier  of  fons  to  all 
who  pollers  u. — He  that  keepeth  his  command¬ 
ments  dwelleth  in  him,  and  he  in  him. — Who- 
foever  [hall  confefs  that  jefus  is  the  Son  of 
God,  God  dwelleth  in  him,  and  he  in  God. — 
And  he  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God, 
and  God  in  him;  for  the  fame  which  confti- 
t tiled  the  Father  and  the  Son  one,  will  all’o 
conftitute  God  and  the  believer  one.  Under- 
ftanding  this  divine  relation  in  the  voluntary 
fenfe,  there  inferences,  and  numberleis  others 
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in  the  New  Teftament,  appear  to  be  drawn, 
in  a  direfl  line,  from  one  all-commanding 
point,  emphatically  called  Truth;  as  in  2 
John — I  rejoiced  greatly  that  I  found  of  thy 
children  walking  in  truth,  as  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  a  commandment  from  the  Father. — • 
But,  if  it  be  not  fo  underftood,  I  am  not  dif¬ 
fident  to  fay,  that  many  of  thefe  inferences, 
fo  important  to  our  inftruciion,  appear  to 
Hand  without  any  clear  premifes,  and  with¬ 
out  connexion  or  relation  ;  and,  therefore, 
greatly  expofed  to  be  mifapprehended,  or, 
at  leaft,  they  do  not  poflefs  their  proper 
ffrength  to  make  an  impreffion  upon  the 
mind. 

That  they  all  may  be  one ,  as  thou,  Father, 
art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee ;  that  they  alfo  may 
be  one  in  us;  that  the  world  may  believe 
that  thou  haft:  fen t  me.  And  the  glory  which 
thou  gavefl  me  I  have  given  them;  that  they 
may  be  one,  even  as  zee  are  one.  I  in  them, 
and  thou  in  me,  that  they  may  be  ferfetl  in 
one,  and  that  the  world  may  know  that  thou 
haft  fentme,  and  haft  loved  them,  as  thou 

haft  loved  me.  John  xvii. - 1  have  often 

thought  that  this  paftage  alone  was  more 
than  enough  to  determine  the  lenfe  of  this 
rooft  interefting  article  of  divine  revelation, 
againft  all  the  authorities  of  the  world.  It  is 
wonderful  how  many  proofs  are  here  croud- 
ed  together.  Were  they  f  ully  laid  down,  they 
would  out-number  the  words! — There  is  an 
argument  upon  the  face  of this  paftage,  which 
is  irrefragable,  that  the  onenefs  of  believers 
is  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  onenefs  of  the 


1 


Divine  Theory. 


Si 

Father  and  Son. — But,  the  ftrength  of  the 
evidence  lies  in  the  matter  of  fatt ;  for  as  je- 
fus  Chrift  was  made  a  Son.  and  one  with  the 
Father,  by  that  commandment  which  fenf. 
him  into  the  world,  and  by  that  love  and 
glory  which  was  given  to  him  ;  fo  Chrdi 
here  fpeaks  of  his  people,  as  being  in  like 
manner  fent  into  the  world,  verfe  18.  and 
prays  that  they  may  be  glorified  with  him ; 
which,  of  courfe,  makes  them  fons  of  God, 
one  with  each  other,  and  one  with  him  and 
the  Father,  even  as  the  Father  and  Son  arg 
one. 


,  objections  to  the  statement  anb 
definition  considered. 

It  is  necelfary,  in  this  place,  to  attend  to 
fome  objections  which  may  arife  to  the  fore- 
sjointr  Statement  and  Definition. 

O  o  p 

l.  It  may  be  objeaed,  that,  although  in 
the  palfages  quoted,  an  union  of  will,  luch 
as  fub lifts  between  Clirilt  and  believers,  be 
clearly  intended ;  yet  an  union  of  another  na¬ 
ture,  as  fub  lilting  between  Chrilt  and  God,  is 
aifo  taught  in  the  fcriptures.  To  which  I  re- 
p!y-  -If  thefe,  and  fuch  like  p adages  be  giv¬ 
en  up,  where  are  the  texts  upon  which  the 
fentiment  of  a  myfterious  union  is  to  be  foun¬ 
ded?  Thefe  are  the  texts  which  have  gener¬ 
ally  been  iifed  to  lupoortlhe  fentiment;  and 
»  •  *  _ 

]'f  they  be  found  to  mean  no  more  than  a  re- 
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-vine  union  of  Father  and  Son  muff  be  relin- 
qui'hed,  as  having  no  fupport  from  the  icrip- 
tures. 

2.  If  the  divine  relation  of  Father  and  Son 
be  the  fame  in  its  nature  with  that  which  fub- 
fifts  between  God  and  believers,  why  is  Je- 
fus  Chrift  called  the  only  begotten  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther?  The  fcriptures  furnifh  us  with  a  clear 
anfwer  to  this  queftion ;  for  though  the  rela¬ 
tions  be  the  fame  in  their  nature,  they  differ 
effentially  in  refpeft  of  their  being  mediate 
or  immediate. — Believers  come  to  God  me¬ 
diately  through  Chrift  •,  and,  therefore,  are 
children  and  united  to  the  Father  fecondari- 
ly,  and  only  as  they  are  united  to  Chrift; 
but  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  immediate 
fubjetl  of  the  divine  will;  and,  therefore,  a- 
lone  the  Son  of  the  Father,  in  a  firft  and  im¬ 
mediate  union ;  this  may  be  feen  in  thefol- 
lowing  paffages,  v 

No  man  hath  feen  God  at  any  time ;  the  on¬ 
ly  begotten  Son ,  which  is  in  the  bofom  of  the 
Father,  he  hath  declared  him .  John  i. — He 
that  believeth  on  me,  bclieveth  not  on  me,  but 
on  him  that,  fent  me.  John  xii. — lam  the  way, 
and  the  truth,  and  the  life.  No  man  cometh. 
unto  the  Father  but  by  me.  John  xiv. — If  ye 
keep  my  commandments,  ye Jhall  abide  in  my 
love;  even  as  1  have  kept  my  Father  s  com¬ 
mandments,  and  abide  m  his  love.  John  xvii. 
— Whofoever  denielh  the  Son,  the  fame  hath 
not  the  Father ;  but  he  that  acknowledged  the 
Son  hath  the  Father  alfo . — If  that  which  ye 
have  heard,  from  the  beginning  fiall remain  in 
you  ye  alfo  jhall  continue  in  the  Son,  and  in 
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the  Father,  i  John  ii. — And  this  is  the  record 
that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life,  and 
this  life  is  in  his  Son. — He  that  hath  the  Son 
of  God  hath  life  ;  and  he  that  hath  not  the  Son 
of  God  hath  not  life,  l  John  v. — Whofoever 
iranfgreffcth,  and  abideth  not  in  the  doctrine  of 
Chrift,  hath  not  God;  he  that  abideth  in  the 
doElrinc  of  (thrift,  he  hath  both  the  Father  and 
the  Son.  2  John. 

Inafmuch,  therefore,  as  Jefus  Chi  ld  is  in 
the  bofom  of  the  Father,  united  to  him  by 
his  commandment  and  love,  immediately ; 
which  divine  will  being  eternal,  implies,  as 
has  been  (hewn,  that  this  generation,  which 
is  the  immediate  fruit  of  it,  is  alfo  eternal, 
or  before  the  world  was;  and,  as  believers 
come  to  the  Father  only  through  Jefus  Chrift, 
receive  the  commandment  in  him,  and  are 
beloved  for  his  fake ;  for  the  Father  himfelf 
loveth  you,  becaufe  ye  have  loved  me,  and  be¬ 
lieved  that  /  came  out  from  God.  John  xvi. 
And  alfo,  as  this  generation,  or  our  being 

y  cy  7  m  o 

born  of  the  will  of  God  through  Chrift,  mult 
be  the  fruit  of  his  rnanifeftation,  and  can  on¬ 
ly  take  place  in  time;  we  fee  the  propriety 
of  his  being  diftinguilhedas  the  only  begotten 
Son  of  God,  and  the  objection  is  anfwered. 

3.  Jefus  Chrift  is  called  the  Son  of  God 
on  account  of  his  being  conceived  by  the 
power  ot  the  Holy  Ghoft,  Luke  i.  "therefore 
alfo  that  holy  thing  which .Jha.ll  be  born  of  thee, 
Jhail  be  called  the  Son  ol  God. — Anf  It 
is  admitted  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  to  be  confid- 
ered  as  the  Son  of  God  on  this  account,  the 
fame  as  that  natural  offspring  are  called  chil- 
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dren;  but  ftill  the  voluntary  is  maintained  to 
be  the  high  and  dccifive  fenfe  to  which  every 
other  import  of  the  word  muff  yield. — This 
may  he  illuftrated  by  the  matter  of  his  temp¬ 
tations  in  the  wildernefs. — Satan  defigned 
there  to  beguile  Thrift  upon  this  ground;  If 
thou  be  the  Son  of  God,  &c.  as  though  this 
truth  could  be  proved  by  fome  evidence,  o- 
ther  than  that  of  his  obedience  to  God;  but 
he  defeated  the  tempter,  and  proved  to  his 
face  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God ;  not  by  af- 
ferting  the  faff  of  his  miraculous  concep¬ 
tion,  or  giving  the  evidence  of  any  miracu¬ 
lous  power  in  him  ;  but,  merely,  by  (hewing 
his  perfeft  filial  chara&er  in  obedience  to  the 
divine  will;  for  this  indeed,  was  the  great 
and  decifive  evidence.  This  truth  may  alio 
be  illuftrated  in  the  Iiiftory  of  the  Seed  of 
Abraham,  who  were  children  of  the  pro- 
mifes ;  the  people  If  rad  were  owned  cf  God, 
and  called  his  Son,  his  JirJl-born,  and  heirs 
of  the  promifed  Canaan,  on  account  of  their 
natural  delcent  from  Abraham ;  hut,  alter 
all,  if  they  did  not  prove  themfelves  chil¬ 
dren  of  God  in  the  voluntary  fenfe,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  evinced  a  fpirit  of  ftubbornnefs 
and  rebellion,  they  were  ever  difowned  and 
difinherited. 

As  the  obedient  well-pleafing  charafter 
conftitutes  the  great  effential  of  the  relation 
of  a  fon;  in  wills  and  legal  teftaments.  even 
when  the  heir  is  a  natural  and  legitimate 
child,  the  ideas  of  his  being  well-pleafing 
and  beloved,  are  commonly  infertcd  to  ex~ 
prels  the  fitnefs  of  the  heirfhip  and  will. — • 
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Hence,  the  Father,  in  his  teftament,  fixed  oil 
this  ground  of  voluntary  relation,  faying — * 
This  is  my  beloved,  Son,  in  whom  I  am  will 

pleafed. 

It  may  alfo  be  remarked  refpe&ing  the 
name  Son  being  given  to  Chrifl,  on  account 
of  his  being  conceived  by  the  power  of  the 
Higlujl,  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  not  only  the 
power  or  fpirit  of  the  Father,  but  is  alfo  the 
Spirit  ol  the  Son,  or  the  divine  filial  fpirit, 
and,  therefore,  is  infeparable  from  the  very 
truth  in  which  confifted  his  fonfhip  in  the  vo¬ 
luntary  fenf'e;  this  is  therefore  fo  far  from  be¬ 
ing  an  obje£lion,  that  it  rather  confirms  our 
underftanding  of  thegreat  import  of  the  name 
Son  of  God.  And  by  examining  and  compar¬ 
ing  the  feriptures,  will  it  not  appear  alfo, 
that  the  name  Son  of  Man  imports  the  truth 
of  thofe  voluntary  relations  ;  firfi,  of  his  be¬ 
ing  obedient,  or  a  fervant  to  man;  and,  fe- 
condly,  of  his  being,  as  the  heir  of  David, 
Lord  of  all,  rather  than  the  circumftance 
merely,  of  his  having  taken  the  human  na¬ 
ture? 


4.  It  is  objefied,  that,  in  eonfidering  what 
compofes  the  divine  will  as  the  fubjebi  of  the 
doefrine  of  a  Trinity,  the  attribute  is  mifla- 
ken  for  the  Being.  That  a  will  to  ufe  a  fcho- 
laflic  word,  implies  a  fubjtratum,  which,  and 
not  the  will,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  the 
being;  and.  therefore,  though  the  dodlrine  of 
a  Trinity  be  difeovered  and  cleared  in  the 
matter  of  the  divine  will,  yet  the  lubjeft  of  a 
Trinity  in  the  Godhead, or  Divine  Being,  is 
not  reached. 
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What  this  objeflion  intends,  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  principal  covering,  which  in  the  hu¬ 
man  mind,  has  lain  over  this  fubjeft;  but  my 
anfwer  is  this,  That  the  fubftratum  which  is 
fuppofed  to  be  the  Being,  of  which  the  di¬ 
vine  will  is  the  attribute,  lies,  con  felled  ly, 
without  the  beginning  of  the  univerfe,  and 
the  fphere  of  eternity,  which  has  been  (hewn 
to  be  comprifed  within  the  divine  purpofe  or 
will ;  and,  therefore,  this  fuppofed  fomething, 
whatever  it  may  be  called,  is  no  part  ot  our 
fyflem. 

I  have  engaged  not  to  attempt  one  ficp  be¬ 
yond  the  beginning  o f  the  difcoverable  uni¬ 
verfe;  and  I  am  content  with  the  limbs  of 
niy  liberty,  to  go  to  the  utmoll  points  of  that 
compafs  of  the  divine  will,  which  was  fet  in 
order  to  frame  the  worlds. — Thefe  points, 
which,  as  in  a  compafs,  are  neceffarily  three, 
are  found  exifling  in  the  eternal  divine  pur¬ 
pofe;  and  with  this  difeovery  I  am  fatisfied; 
but  if  any  man  poffeffes  a  compafs  of  doff  line, 
reafoning  and  fyffem,  which  can  outfhetch 
and  take  in  ground  beyond  that  by  which  his 
Maker  framed  the  univerfe,  it  is  expefled 
that  he  will  improve  it  to  great  advantage. 

i  have  now,  in  my  turn,  an  objection  ro  of¬ 
fer  againfi  thefe  fchoolmen,  viz.  That  they 
give  the  name  of  lubftratum,  hypoflahs, 
fomething,  being,  godhead,  or  whatever  name 
to  what  they  themfelves  confefs  is  altogether 

J  o 

unlettered,  and,  in  the  whole,  is  inconceiva¬ 
ble,  and,  therefore,  namelefs ;  this,  certainly, 
is  ufing  words  without  knowledge. 

But  have  we  not  the  warrant  of  theferip- 
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turcs  for  calling  this  luminous  and  all-in- 
ftruflive  matter  of  the  zoill  and  word  of  God, 
God  himfelf?  The  apoftle  John,  after  hav¬ 
ing  difcourfed,  throughout  his  firft  epiftle,  of 
the  commandment  and  will  of  the  Father  in 
Jefus  Chrift,  which  our  Lord  had  exprefsly 
called  life  everlajhng,  John  xii.  50.  he  con¬ 
cludes  with  thefe  fummary  words,  ‘This  is 
the  true  God  and  eternal  life ,  It  may  be  faid, 
that  this  is  a  figure  of  fpeeclr;-  but,  if  fo,  the 
whole  epiftle  is  a  figure  of  fpeech;  for  it  is 
evident,  that  this  peculiar  conftrufclion  of. 
language  runs  through  the  epiftle,  yea,  thro5 
the  whole  New  Teftament.  God  is  Light.  God 
is  Love,  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth 
in  God,,  and  God  in  him. — The  word  teas  God: 
He  that  is  “  born  of  the  will  of  God,’  is 
“  born  of  God:”  If  the  “  will”  or  “  word  of 
GocT  dwells  in  us,  “  God  dwells  in  us  and, 
he  that  abideth  in  the  dodrine  of  Chrifl ,  he 
hath  both  the  Father  and  the  Son .  - 

The  wifdom”.  of  God,  the  name55  o£ 
God,  the  “  love’7  of  God,  the  “  will57  of  God, 
the  “  word57  of  God,  &c.  according  to  the 
feriptures,  is  truly  God;  and  upon  this 
ground  reds  the  evidence  of  the  proper  deity 
of  our  Saviour.  He  appealed  to  this  hi’mfelf, 
as  the  great  evidence  of  his  divinity ;  and  the 
weight  of  the  teflimony  of  the  feriptures,  that 
Jefus  Chrifl  is  truly  the  Lord  Jehovah,  lies 
in  this  fadl,  that  the  44  wifdom57  of  God,  the 
“  name55  of  God,  the  “  word57  of  God,  &c. 
is  in  him. — Comparing  the  feriptures,  it  is 
evident  that  thefe  divine  attributes,  as  they 
are  called,  were  the  f  ullnefs  intended  in  thofe 


J(  Introduction.  6i 

ftrong  declarations  of  his  divinity.  Col.  i.  19. 

For  it  pleafeth  the  Father,  that  in  him fhould 
all  fullnefs  dwell:  and,  Col.  ii.  9.  For  in  him 
dwelleth  all  the  fullnefs  of  the  Godhead  bo¬ 
dily. 

'!  c.  The  doflrine  of  the  Trinity  is  afferted 
in  the  fcriptures  to  be  a  myflery. — Anfwer. 
Underftanding  it  of  the  divine  will,  it  is  di- 
redtly  afferted  to  be  a  myflery.  Eph,  i.  9. 
The  myflery  of  his  will:  but,  to  obviate  this 
objection,  it  is  neceffary  to  obferve  how  the 
word  myflery  is  ufed  in  the  fcriptures;  for 
though  we  fhall  find  it  ufed,  undoubtedly,  in 
fome  different  fenfes,  yet  it  may  be  queltion- 
ed  whether  it  be  ever  ufed  in  the  fcriptures, 
to  convey  the  meaning  in  which  it  has  fo 
commonly  been  applied  to  the  Trinity. 

Is  the  myflery  of  the  will  of  God  inexpli¬ 
cable?  It  is  hidden,  indeed,  from  the  xoife  and 
prudent;  it  is  a  path  which  the  vulture's  rye 
hath  not  feen;  the  lion's  whelps  have  not  trod¬ 
den  it;  yet  to  babes — the  meek  and  lowly  in 
heart,  the  myflery  is  all  difclofed;  they  have 
both  the  Father  and  the  Son. — The  will  of 
God  is  the  fubjefl  of  the  whole  divine  reve¬ 
lation,  and  is  fo  far  from  being  dark  and  ob- 
feure,  that  all  divine  light  is  comprifed  in 
this  myflery , — In  the  riches  of  his  grace,  God 
has  “abounded  toward  us  in  all  wildom  and 
prudence,  having  made  known  unto  us  the 
myflery  of  his  will.”’ 

The  policy  of  the  Devil,  in  his  oppofition 
to  the  will  of  God,  is  alio  called  a  myftery; 
not  as  being  unfearcliable,  for  in  every  age  of 
the  world,  they  who  do  the  will  of  God '  will 
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be  able  to  penetrate,  and  fee  to  the  bottom  of 
the  delufion ;  but,  merely,  becaufe  it  is  deep, 
wonderfully  deceiving,  and  exceedingly  dif¬ 
ficult  to  fearch  out  and  difclofe.  And,  indeed, 
in  the  fenfe  of  obfcurity,  myftery  is  more  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  policy  of  Satan  than  to  the 
counfel  of  God;  for  fin  is  darknefs — its  di- 
reflions  are  crooked,  and  its  forms  and  mea- 
fures  are  endlefsly  changing  and  varying; 
whereas  God  is  light,  and  the  lines  of  His 
counfel  are  all  ftraight,  and  with  him  there 
is  no  variablenefs  or  fhadow  of  turning. 

Godlinefs,  and  every  branch  of  it,  is  called 
a  myltery;  for  it  is  a  fciencs,  great  and  glo¬ 
rious,  worthy  of  being  looked  into,  ftudied, 
and  improved  by  men  and  angels. — Great  is 
the  myjicry  of  godlinefs.  1  Tim.  iii.  1 6.  God 
was  mamfejl  in  the  this  is  a  myftery, 

but  no  fecret. — God  was  “  manifeft,”  not 
concealed;  “ju  (lifted  in  the  Spirit;”  this 
is  a  myftery;  the  teftimony  of  the  ferip- 
tures,  and  the  power  of  God,  went  with  the 

doftrine  of  the  humble  Jefus. - “  Seen  of 

“  angels;”  this  is  a  myftery. — He  was  Lord 
of  angels — -“preached  unto  the  Gentiles;” 
this  is  a  myftery. — The  poor  Gentiles  were 
very  far  from  the  fold  ol  God — “  believ- 
“  erl  on  in  the  world;”  this  is  a  myftery;  for 
it  is  an  unbelieving  world. — “Received  up 
“  into  glory;”  this  is  a  great  myftery;  from 
fo  deep  a  Jlite  of  humiliation,  to  be  lifted 
up  to  the  right  hand  of  the  Majefiy  on  high; 
what  an  amazing  refleflion ! — taken  alto¬ 
gether,  or  in  any  particular  part,  godli- 
neis  is  a  myftery. — And  in  the  fenle  that  all 
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gadlinefs  is  a  myftery,  the  truth  oftne  Trin¬ 
ity  is,  indeed,  a  myftery,  and  a  myftery  of 
myfteries;  for  the  purpofe,  or  will  of  God  in 
Chrift:  Jefus,  is  the  principle  and  foundation 
of  the  whole. 

The  union  of  Chrift  and  the  church  is  al~ 
fo  called  a  myftery. — Eph.  v.  32.  This  is  a 
great  myflery ;  lor  it  fubfifts,  as  has  been 
fhewn,  in  the  fame  truth  with  the  union  of 
Father  and  Son. — In  the  union  of  Chrift  and 
the  church,  we  contemplate  the  divine  prin¬ 
ciple  itfelf;  the  ftream  which  makes  glad  the 
city  of  God,  iffues  from  the  fountain-head; 
it  is  the  eternal  life,  which  was  with  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  was  mamfefled  unto  us,  even  the 
glorious  “  myftery  of  his  will.”  Yet,  it  is  no 
new  thing  for  preachers  to  venture  out  free¬ 
ly  upon  this  ground,  and  undertake,  for  the 
edification  of  the  faints,  to  open  and  unfold 
this  great  myftery. 

The  gofpel  of  the  kingdom  of  God  being 
extended  to  the  Gentiles,  is  likewife  often 
called  a  myftery,  as  in  Eph.  iii.  How  he 
made  known  unto  me  the  myftery,  as  I  wrote 
afore  in  few  words,  whereby  when  ye  read  ye 
may  underjlandmy  knowledge  in  the  myftery 
of  Thrift,  which  in  other  ages  was  not  made 
known  unto  the  fans  of  men,  as  it  is  now  re¬ 
vealed  unto  his  holy  apojiles  and  prophets  by 
the  Spirit;  that  the  Gentiles  Jkould  be  fellow- 
heirs,  and  of  the  fame  body,  and  partakers  of 
kispromife  in  Chhjt  by  the  g  of  pel. — 'f  he  Gen¬ 
tiles  being  brought  in,  and  made  children  of 
Abraham,  and  heirs  of  the  promifes  made  to 
the  fathers,  is  called  a  myftery;  not,  finely, 
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as  a  matter  in  the  dark,  and  incapable  of  be¬ 
ing  opened  and  illuftrated:  for  the  Apoftle, 
at  the  fame  time  he  called  it  a  myftery,  faid 
it  was  “  revealed”  and  “  made  known,”  and 
he  was  defirous  tliat  his  brethern  might  “  un- 
“  derftand”  his  knowledge  of  it:  but,  as  be¬ 
ing  one  of  the  great  branches  of  the  myltery 
of  the  divine  will;  and,  becaufe,  for  long 
ages,  it  was  undifcovered,  even  by  the  holy 
faints  and  angels;  and  alfo  becaufe  of  the 
greatnefs  of  the  wifdom  and  power  therein 
contained,  and  the  riches  of  the  grace  and 
mercy  therein  manifefted. 

The  faith,  i.  e.  the  gofpel  itfelf,  in  like 
manner,  is  called  a  myftery. — 1  Tim.  iii.  9. 
The  myftery  of  the  faith;  but  the  gofpel,  equal 
with  any  other  fubje61,  is  certainly  capable 
of  ample  illuftration. 

The  refurreftion  of  the  dead,  and  change 
of  the  living  faints,  at  the  found  of  the  lalt 
trumpet,  is,  moreover,  called  a  myftery. — 
1  Cor.  xv.  Behold,  I fliew you  a  myftery:  We 
JJialL  not  all Jleep,  but,  rue  / hall  dll  be  changed, 
in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  at  the 
loft  trump;  for  the  trumpet  Jhall  found,  and 
the  dead fliall  be  raifed  incorruptabie,  and  we 
j hall  be  changed. — The  Apoftle  appears  to 
call  this  a  myftery,  on  account  of  its  being 
given  to  him,  fo  particularly,  by  immediate 
revelation,  and  the  glorious  nature  of  the 
fubiefd,  and  not  as  beinv  beyond  the  reach 

J  1  m  O  J 

of  our  conception ;  for  there  is  nothing  more 
inconceivable  in  a  ftate  of  incorruptabie  ex¬ 
igence,  than  there  is  in  our  prefent  corrupt¬ 
ible  ftate. — Why  {hould  it  feem  a  thing  ob- 
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fcure,  or  perplexing  to  the  mind,  that  God 
fhould  raife  the  dead,  or  change  the  date  and 
condition  of  his  people? — That  the  Apoftle 
did  not  confider  his  fubjedl  as  being  a  mat¬ 
ter  inconceivable,  or  incapable  of  being  well 
underftood,  is  evident  from  his  fly le — “  Be- 
“  hold ,  IJhew  you  a  myftery,” 

Thefe  inllances  are  enough  to  fliew  how 
the  word  Myflery  is  ufed  in  the  fcriptures.— 
And  no  place  in  the  infpired  volume  can  be 
found,  where  it  is  ufed  in  the  fenfe  in  which 
it  is  commonly  applied  to  the  Trinity.  And 
it  mull  be  viewed  as  a  matter  unbecoming 
and  very  difhonorable,  that  men  who  would 
appear  as  divines,  and  lovers  of  truth,  fhould 
take  advantage  of  the  mere  found  of  a  bible- 
word,  and  make  ufe  of  it,  in  the  mofl  import¬ 
ant  relation,  as  the  one  we  have  been  confid- 
ering,  in  a  fenfe  fo  foreign  from  its  meaning 
and  ufe  in  the  bible. 

6.  Incomprehenjible!  Whilfi:  the  word  myf- 
tery  has  been  ufed  as  a  blinder  for  the  eyes, 
this  word  has  been  ufed  as  a  muzzle  for  the 
mouth. — It  is  wonderful  what  power  there  is 
in  myjlery  to  bedim  the  fight!  and  what  au¬ 
thority  there  is  in  incomprehenjible  to  com¬ 
mand  filence;  efpecially  when  it  is  advanced 
by  way  of  queftion  ! — And  do  you  think,  Sir, 
that  you  can  comprehend  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity? — Why,  Sir,  I  do  not  know  that  I 
can  fully  comprehend  anything;  but,  not- 
withflanding,  I  have  undertaken  to  explain 
and  illuflrate  fome  things.  And,  as  to  the  di¬ 
vine  will,  I  do  not  think  that  I  can  compre¬ 
hend  it;  Hill,  I  muff  eftecm  it  to  be  lightfome 
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and  enlightening;  it  is  a  plain  path  to  walk 
in,  and  a  perfeft  rule  to  walk  by ;  it  maketh 
wife  the  fi  tuple,  and  giveth  underltanding  to 
babes ;  it  is  the  bread  which  came  down  from 
heaven,  and  the  water  of  eternal  life:  it  is  a 
field  full  of  all  hid  tree  lures,  in  which  the  foul 
can  take  an  eternal  range,  and  never  find  one 
vacant  or  fruiflels  fpot;  it  is  more  to  be  de~ 
fired  than  gold,  yea ,  than  much  fine  gold; 
fweeter  alfothan  honey,  and  the  honey-comb. 

But,  if  the  enquiry  be  after  fomething  be¬ 
yond  the  divine  will,  it  is  a  jell  to  talk  of  not 
comprehending  it;  for  there,  no  doftrine,  no 
trinity,  nothing  whatever  can  be  found;  it  is 
in  vain  to  look  for  things  where  nothing  does 
in  fact  ex  ill — where  nothing  is  which  bears 
a  charafter  or  name. — And,  fuppole,  a  trin¬ 
ity  does  exift  in  fomething  beyond  the  divine 
will,  and  we,  in  fome  way,  could  know  that 
fuch  a  thing  exifted,  it  is  plain  that  it  could 
be  of  no  ufe  to  us  ;  for  it  is  demonltrable, 
that  wifidom  is  all  comprifed  in  the  divine  will, 
'  and  ail  that  is  valuable  to  men,  riches  and 
honor,  and  long  life  are  with  her. 


PARTICULAR  REMARKS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 
STATEMENT  AND  DEFINITION. 

A  man.  whole  way  lies  through  a  thick 
crowd,  win  lit  he  is  preliing  out,  one  on  the 
one  hand,  and  another  on  the  other,  makes 
but  flow  progrefs ;  but  having  attended  to 
the  above  objcblions,  1  lhall  oiler  fome  few 
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particulars  farther,  relative  to  the  Statement 
and  Definition  under  confideration. 

1.  The  divine  principle,  as  already  defin¬ 
ed,  neceffarily  fuppofes  an  order  of  divine 
perfons,  viz.  a  covenant  maker,  or  mover, 
which  gives  the  idea  of  a  firft  perfon ;  a  co¬ 
venant  fubjefi,  or  one  brought  into  the  cove¬ 
nant,  which  gives  the  idea  of  a  fecond  per¬ 
fon;  and  a  covenant  interejt,  which,  in  a  juft 
eftimation  of  the  divine  principle,  it  beinpof 

t  r  •  1  t  .  0  - 

toe  nature  or  marriage,  and  giving  m  marri¬ 
age,  wherein  the  intereft  is  the  bride,  gives 
the  idea  of  a  third  perfon. 

2.  Though  in  the  divine  will,  the  cove¬ 


nanting  parties  mull  co-exift,  as  the  fell-fame 
act  which conflituted  the  Ion, conftitutes  aifo 
the  character  of  father;  Dill  there  is  a  plain 
reafon  for  conlidming  the  father,  as  to  the 
method,  firft,  orgreater  than  the  fon;  for,  in 
the  divine  will,  tiie  covenant  fubjedt  is  both 
commanded  and  blejjed  of  the  covenant  ma¬ 
ker;  and  without  ail  contradiction  the  Lefs  is 
blejfed  of  the  better.  Heb.  vii.  7. — This  ex¬ 
plains  the  word  of  Chrift.  John  xiv.  28. — 
My  jather  is  greater  than  I.  The  connexion 
fhews  that  this  is  tlie  true  meaning  of  the 
word,  for  Chrift  was  here  fpeaking  of  his  go¬ 
ing  to  the  Father  to  receive  the  bleffing  of 
his  glory. — Yet,  as  this  blefting  fets  him  up, 
as  a  Son  by  inheritance,  completely  in  the  ef- 
tate  of  the  Father;  we  behold  him,  in  this  re- 
fult  of  the  divine  principle,  as  he  was  in  the 
beginning,  is  now,  and  ever  will  be,  one  with 
the  Father;  and  as  thus  reigning  and  judg- 
ing  upon  his  throne ;  lie  is  God  with  God ;  co- 
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exiflent  and  co-eternal  with  the  Father,  and 
his  equal  in  power  and  in  glory.  It  is  evident, 
however,  that  there  is  a  glory  of  the  parental 
charafter,  which  will  ever  diflinclly  remain 
to  the  Father,  and  a  diflinft  glory  of  the  fili¬ 
al  charafter,  which  will  ever  be  contempla¬ 
ted  in  the  Son,  as  his  own  glory ;  and  fo,  al- 
fo,  there  is  a  diflindl  character,  which  will 
ever  be  adored  in  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

3.  The  party  brought  into  covenant  in  the 
divine  will,  being  made  the  Chrijl  of  God,  is 
therefore  the  eternal  Word — the  Rock  of 
Ages — the  foundation  and  head  of  all  worlds, 
and  is  the  fubjeft  of  the  record  in  heaven. — 
Again,  the  fecond  perfon  in  the  Godhead, 
performing  the  covenant  fervice,  and  confe- 
quen  tly  being  crowned  with  the  reward,  the 
difplay  of  the  divine  principle  will  be  in  him  ; 
he  will  declare  God — in  him  God  will  be  ma- 
nhefted;  he  will,  therefore,  be  the  fubjeft  of 
the  divine  witnefs  on  earth,  and  in  a  peculiar 
fenfe,  be  called  the  Word  of  God,  us  being  the 
report  or  expreffion  of  the  divine  will.  Such 
appellations  as  the  Word  of  God,  Rock  of 
Ages,  Foundation,  &c.  belong  undoubtedly 
to  t  he  Divine  Being  or  Godhead ;  but,  as  the 
divine  theory,  or  whole  exhibition  of  the  di¬ 
vine  will,  devolves  neceffarily  upon  the  fe¬ 
cond  perfon,  they  are  particularly  applied  to 
Chriff,  and,  for  the  fame  realon,  he  is  fo 
particularly  called  the  Wifdom  of  God,  and 
the  Power  of  God,  which' are  alio  names  of 
the  divine  principle. 

4.  Moreover,  we  obferve,  that  this  divine 
exhibition  audmanifeflationof  God  inCiiriil, 
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or  his  being  the  Word  and  Wifdom  of  God, 
implies  a  vifible  form,  which  relpefts  the 
whole  creation ;  and,  therefore,  the  light  and 
truth  of  the  whole  creation  mult  be  merely 
the  light  and  truth  of  Chrift,  or  the  difplay 
of  the  divine  will  in  him. — The  argument  of 
the  divine  theory,  therefore,  is  the  actual  con¬ 
formity  of  the  works  of  God  to  the  divine 
principle,  or  the  aflual  exhibition  of  Chrift 
in  the  whole  creation ;  and  the  work  before 
us  is  limply  the  illuftration  of  the  truth  that 
Chrift  is  all  in  all. 


The  foregoing  Statement  and  Definition 
of  the  di  vine  principle,  may  be  fummed  up 
in  the  following  theorems. 

1.  The  principle  of  divine  knowledge, 
which  is  the  difcoverable  Divine  Being,  is  of 
the  voluntary  nature,  or  of  the  nature  of  a 
purpofe  or  will ;  and  the  divine  fubftance  be¬ 
ing  fimple  and  uncompounded,  it  is  wholly 
of  this  nature. 

2.  The  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning 
and  the  end,  the  firjl  and  the  laji  of  the  di¬ 
vine  fyltem,  is  comprifed  in  the  purpofe  or 
will  of  God. 

3*  d  he  divine  purpofe  or  will  is  a  matter 
of  real  faff. 

4-  The  divine  will  is  infinite,  eternal  and 
unchangeable ;  holy,  juft  and  good  ;  and  the 
iubjeftof  all  the  divine  characters. 

5-  The  divine  will  is  difcoverable,  and  ca¬ 
pable  ol  ample  illuftration. 
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6.  The  divine  will  (hews  a  trinity  in  uni¬ 
ty;  it  Ihews  a  Father,  a  Son,  and  a  Holy 
Ghoft ;  and  that  thefe  three  diftinft  perfons 
are  immediately  one  in  will. 

7,  The  divine  will  prefents  the  doftrine  of 
Chrift;  and  the  truth  to  which  he  bare  wit- 
11  efs  in  the  world,  is  traced,  as  to  its  origin, 
in  this  aft  of  his  inauguration;  and  which 
is  of  the  nature  of  a  covenant  tranfaftion,  or 


a  matter  of  record  between  parties. 

8.  The  divine  will  con  flits  oi  a  precept, 
and  a  promife,  or  a  requirement  and  a  re¬ 
ward  ;  it  is  a  commandment,  rule,  &c.  which 

embraces  eternal  life. 

g.  The  requirement  of  the  divine  will  is, 
that  of  the  fetting  up  and  full  exhibition  of 
the  authority  and  glory  ot  the  bather;  the 
reward  is,  that  of  being  Jet  up,  and  exhibited 

in  this  authority  and  glory. 

10.  The  divine  will  is  the  truth  laid  down 
in  the  teflimony  of  Jefus,  which  was  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  his  accufation,  and  which  he  confelfed 
before  Pontius  Pilate,  and  ior  which  he  luf- 
fered  upon  the  crofs;  that  he -is  Lord  and 
Chrifl ;  ‘and,  in  the  approaching  day ,  upon  the 
throne  op  David ,  at  the  head,  of  his  cum  ch  ana 
peoble,  he  [hall  reign  over ,  the  world . — And 
this  is  the  mere  golpel  hieif. 

it.  The  divine  will,  comprising  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Chrift,  unfolds  the  relation  oi  Father 
and  Son,  tire  union  of  Chrift  an  t  believers, 
the  law  and  admmiftration  ot  the  chinch,  the 
duty  and  blellednefs  oi  the  mints,  and  ihc 
whole  everlafting  glory  oi  tire  Kingdom  of 
I  joa. 
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12.  The  divine  will  embraces  the  glory 
which  Chrift  had  with  the  Father,  before  the 
world  was — the  wonderful  fcene  of  his  hu¬ 
miliation — the  prefent  and  future  glory  of 
his  exaltation,  and  the  whole  divine  exhibi¬ 
tion  in  all  the  works  of  God, — And  being. a 
matter  of  fa£t,  and  difcoverable,  it  lies  before 
us  as  the  perfefl  pattern,  type,  or  map  of  the 

whole  univerfe. 
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A  VIEW  OF  THE  THEORY. 

JN  the  unfolding  and  full  difplay  of  the  di¬ 
vine  principle,  we  lhall  behold  Chrifl,  the 
Sun  of  the  univerfe,  exhibited  firft  in  his  an¬ 
tecedent,  or  primiti  ve  flate,  as  a  bridegroom 
coming  out  of  his  chamber : — We  fhall  then 
behold  him  in  his  intermediate  or  covenant 
fervice  flate,  as  a  fir  on  g  man,  with  cheerful 
zeal,  running  a  race :  Finally,  we  (hall  behold 
him  in  his  confummate  or  glorified  flate,  as 
the  fun, full  orbited,  from  whofic  heat  nothing 
is  hid;  or,  as  the  bridegroom  rejoicing  in  his 
bride. 

Now  that  he  afcended,  what  is  it  but  that 
Iw  alfo  defended  firft  into  the  lower  parts 
of  the  earth ?  He  that  defended  is  the  fame  al¬ 
fo  that  afcended  up  far  above  all  heavens,  that 
he  might  fill  all  things .  Eph.  iv. — This,  his 
defending,  implies,  that,  in  a  primitive  flate, 
lie  was  high;  and  thus  we  have  his  vlorious 

K 


ji |  Divine  Theory. 

hiftory.  Philp.  ii.  Who  being  in  the  form  of 
God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with 
God:  But  made  himfelfof  no  reputation,  and 
took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and  was 
made  in  the  likentfs  of  men.  And  being  found 
in  fajhion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  himfelf,  and 
became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of 
the  crofs. — Wherefore  God  alfo  hath  highly 
exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name  which  is 
above  every  name:  That  at  the  name  of  Jefus 
every  knee  fkould  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and 
things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth . — 
And  that  every  tongue Jhould  confefs  that  Je¬ 
fus  Chrifi  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther. 

A  view,  therefore,  of  the  whole  dottrine 
of  Chrift  may  be  given  in  three  words,  high, 
humbled,  and  exalted.  This  threefold  glory  of 
our  Lord  jefus  Chrift  forms  the  all-comprif- 
ing  circuit  of  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs ;  and 
it  manifeftly  unfolds  from  the  divine  will; 
for,  his  filial  chara&er  was  the  delight  of  the 
Father,  and  he  was  bleffed  as  a  Son  from 
everlafting;  but,  the  mandeftation  of  this  fi¬ 
lial  character,  which  neceffarily  implies  the 
mandeftation  of  the  fathers  authority,  re- 
fjuired  that  he  Ihould  foop  in  obedience  and 
to  make  luch  a  ftoop,  as  would  anfwer  to, 
and  exprels  the  infinite  authority  of  the  Ma.- 
jeffy  of  Heaven,  required  that  he  Ihould  de¬ 
fend  to  the  loweft  poftible  ftate  of  humilia- 
tion :  and  a  reward,  fuch  as  the  infinite  me¬ 
rit  of  a  work  giving  birth  to  a  mandeftation 
of  the  glory  of  God  requires,  could  be  nothing 
lefs  than  his  exudation  above  all  heavens. 
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As  we  have  hated,  the  ftipulations  of  the 
covenant  which  Chrift  was  brought  into  by 
the  Father,  were  for  fubftance  theie,  that  he 
fhould  come  into  the  world  and  perform  a 
work  of  filial  duty,  which  fhould  give  a  full 
difplay  of  the  authority  and  glory  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther;  and,  as  a  reward,  he  fhould  be  exalted 
and  exhibited  in  all  the  fplendour  of  that 
difplay. 

Aifo,  in  the  full  exhibition  of  the  divine 
principle,  we  fhal!  behold  three  dates  of  the 
creation,  in  perfedt  conformity  to  thefe  three 
hates  of  Chrift  as  the  Head  and  Lord  of  all. 
One  all  drefled  out  in  the  habiliments  of  in¬ 
nocence  and  primitive  glory — bright  and  joy¬ 
ful  as  the  morning;  another,  fhrouded  in  a 
cloud  and  baptifmal  waters,  groaning  and 
travelling  in  pain;  and  the  other  fhining, 
glowing  and  fructifying  under  the  beams  of 
the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  or  by  the  light, 
heat,  and  bleftednefs  of  the  Defire  of  all  Na¬ 
tions. 

This  theory,  arifing  neceffarily  from  the  di¬ 
vine  principle,  is  the  argument  exhibited  by 
the  apoftle  Peter,  in  his  fecond  Epiflle,  chap¬ 
ter  third,  againft  them  who  deny  a  future 
ftate,  faying,  Where  is  the  prcmife  of  his  com¬ 
ing  ?  or,  where  is  the  evidence  of  a  world  to 
come?  for  all  things  continue  as  they  were 
from  the  beginning  of  the  creation. — But  the 
Apoftle  replied,  'This,  this  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciple  they  willingly  are  ignoi  ant  of,  that  the 
heavens,  fuch  as  were  at  firft,  and  the  earth  be¬ 
ing  confl rutted,  of  water  and  by  water,  by  the 
word  ol  God  ;  whereby  the  world  that  then 
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was,  Being  overflowed  of  water,  perijhed.  But 
ike  heavens  and  the  earth  which  are  note,  by 
the  fame  word  are  kept  inflore,  referved  unto 
fire  agaivfl  the  day  of  judgment  and  perdition 
of  ungodly  men . 

Neverthelcfs  we,  according  to  his  promife, 
look  for  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth,  where¬ 
in  dwelleth  righteoufnefs . 

It  is  molt  evident  that  the  ApofUe  fpeaks 
here  of  fome  one  principle,  called  the  word 
of  God  and  promife ,  which  mull  be  known  to 
men  not  willingly  ignorant;  which  both  con- 
ftituted  and  deftroyed  the  old  world  ;  which 
fame  principle  conftitutes  this  world,  and 
keeps  it,  in  {lore,  referved  unto  fire  againlt 
the  day  of  judgment  and  perdition  of  ungod¬ 
ly  men;  and,  according  to  which  alfo,  we 
look  with  certainty  for  a  new  world — new 
heavens,  and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth 


righteoufnefs. 

This  divine  theory  is  contemplated  in  the 
feripture  expreffions  of  the  heaven  of  heavens, 
and  the  third  heavens ;  implying  three  dates 
of  the  creation,  as  the  firfl  or  natural  heavens 
— the  middle  or  angelic  heavens — and  the 
glorified  Rate,  or  heaven  of  Chrifh — The 
word  heaven  thus  ufed,  whether  'lingular  or 
plural,  means  the  fame  thing,  and  evidently 
intends  a  whole  world.  The  holy  temple  oi 
the  Lord  being  made  according  to  the  pattern 
fliewed  Mofes  in  the  mount,  exhibited  the  fame 
divine  fcheme:  Fil'd,  the  porch,  or  court  ol 
the  people-  fecondiy,  the  ian&uary,  or  court 
oi  the  priefts ;  and,  thirdly,  the  oracle,  or  ho¬ 
ly  of  holies. — To  thefe  three  dates  of  C brill 
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and  the  creation,  diflinftly  marked  out  in  the 
xixth  Pfalm,  we  have  already  alluded ;  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  this  being  the  true 
exolanation  of  the  three  covenants,  or  cove¬ 
nant  hates  of  man;  and  that  the  whole  re- 
fpefls  one  eternal  truth,  pattern,  or  principle 
of  divine  knowledge. 

Moreover,  according  to  the  principle  of  the 
divine  theory,  we  (hall  behold  Chrift  exhibit¬ 
ed  in  three  perfonal  forms,  anfwerable  to  the 
nature  of  the  whole  exhibition,  viz.  the  di¬ 
vine  form,  or  form  of  God,  the  angelic  form, 
or  form  of  a  fervaht,  and  the  human  form, 
or  fafnion  of  a  man,  in  which  form  he  is  glo¬ 
rified. — And  thus  in  the  day  of  judgment, 
when  all  his  glory  will  be  exhibited  in  one 
view,  he  will  appear  in  the  glory  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  in  the  glory  of  the  holy  angels,  and 
in  his  own  glory. 

And,  in  like  manner,  in  this  exhibition, 
Chrift  bears-  three  mod  diflinguifhing  names, 
viz.  The  Beginning — The  Archangel,  and  The 
Son  of  God;  which  names  properly  dillin- 
guifh  the  three  heads  of  the  Divine  Theory; 
and  for  this  purpofe  we  {hall  ule  them. 


■aiaaanBBMn— 


THE  DIVISIONS  OF  THE  THEORY. 

THE  divifion  of  this  all  -com  prehen  five 
fubjeft  into  three  heads,  diftinguilhed  by  the 
three  names,  as  mentioned  above,  and  the 
charaflers  belonging  to  them,  a  rife*  clearly 
from  the  nature  of  the  divine  will ;  and  this 
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is  the  ground  of  thofe  three  different  exhibi¬ 
tions  of  Chrift,  each  forming  a  world,  which, 
diftinftly,  it  will  be  the  objeft  of  the  three 
parts  of  this  work  to  illuftrate. — But,  before 
we  proceed  to  the  more  full  and  conclufive 
illuftrations  in  the  exhibitions  themfelves, 
fome  particular  examination  of  thefe  names, 
in  order  to  familiarize  to  the  mind  the  cha- 
rafters  belonging  to  the  feveral  glorious  dis¬ 
plays  under  them,  together  with  fome  gene¬ 
ral  illulirations  of  the  theory,  may  be  found 
to  be  of  advantage. 


The  Beginning. 

THE  word  Beginning  is  a  name  of  Chrift, 
and  one  of  the  moll  remarkable  of  all  the 
names  given  to  him  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  It 
begins  and,  excepting  the  attellation  and  be- 
neditlion,  it  ends  themfpired  volume.  This 
word,  ufed  in  the  Scriptures  as  a  name  of 
Chrift,  Signifies  at  leaft,  a  head,  chief,  prince, 
or  principal  one. 

With  this  word,  Mofes  introduced  his  ac¬ 
count  of  the  creation  of  Cod,  and  thereby 
Signified  as  infpired  writers  after  him  under¬ 
stood,  that  Chrift  was  the  beginning,  the 
principal  one,  and  glorious  head  of  the  cre¬ 
ation.  Solomon,  in  a  view  which  evidently 
includes  the  work  both  of  creation  and  le- 
dempiion,  ufes  the  word,  and  repeats  it,  fo 
as  therein  to  place  Chrift  in  one  view,  at  the 
head  of  both  words.*  It  is  placed  in  tne 


* 


*  Prov.  viii.  zz,  23, 
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Introduflion  of  three  of  the  Evangelids,  and 
firlt  epiftle  of  John.  In  this  word,  Chrift  is 
alfo  revealed  to  us  as  the  head  of  the  holy 
angels,*  and  the  prince  of  the  kings  of  the 
earth.F 

Hence,  writes  the  apoflle,  Col.  i.  15 — 18. 

Who  is  the  image  of  the  invijible  God ,  the  firft 
born  of  every  creature:  For,  by  him  were  all 
things  created,  that  are  m  heaven ,  and  that 
are  in  earth,  vifible  and  invijible,  whether  they 
be  thrones ,  or  dominions,  or  principalities,  or 
powers, :  All  things  were  created  by  him,  and 
for  him :  And  he  is  before  all  things,  and  by 
him  all  things  confift.  And  he  is  the  head  of 
the  body,  the  church :  who  is  the  beginning, 
the  firft  born  from  the  dead,  that  in  all  things 
he  might  have  the  pre-eminence. 

From  the  truth,  or  doftrine  contained  in 
this  name,  which  is  above  every  name,  let  us 
then  take  our  departure,  in  launching  out 
into  the  boundlels  myfteries  of  God,  that  we 
may  fhape  a  true  courfe  for  the  haven  of 
light  and  bleffednefs,  and  not  concerning  faith 
make  Jhipwreck. 

. .  1  1 - - - 

ARCHANGEL. 

The  word  Angel,  compounded  of  the 
words  melfenger  and  God,  and  which  figni- 
fies  a  meffenger — fervent — or  one  font  of  God, 
is  another  molt  remarkable  name  given  to 

#  Jude  6.  T ict\ /J'sry 

j?  Rev%  1,  Q  u 7 '5? y  Qusji?, swy  Tij7  yxq. 
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Chrift.  T  his  name,  and  the  name  beginning, 
have  a  peculiar  relation  to  each  other; — - 
the  one  Signifying  the  lame  thing  in  relation 
to  the  work  of  redemption,  or  the  world  of 
grace,  that  the  other  does  in  relation  to  the 
work  of  creation,  or  the  natural  world. 

That  the  name  beginning,  given  to  Chrift, 
has  a  Special  relation  to  the  natural  world, 
and  Signifies  that  the  whole  creation  is  con¬ 
stituted  and  conjijls  in  him  ; — and  the  name 
angel,  given  to  Chrift,  has  a  Special  relation 
to  the  work  of  redemption,  and  fignifies  that 
the  world  of  grace,  particularly,  is  constitut¬ 
ed  and  conSiSis  in  him,  will  appear  by  exa¬ 
mining  how  they  (land  connected  in  the 
fcriptures,  which  will  be  found  generally  the 
fame  as  in  the  following  pailages; — ■ 

In  the  beginning  God  created  the  heaven 
and  the  earth.  Gen.  i,  i .— The  Lord  pojfefs - 
ed  me,  the  beginning,  his  to  ay,  before  his  works 
of  old.  Prob.  viii,  22. — In  the  beginning  was 
the  word,  and  the  word  teas  with  God,  and 
the  word  was  God:  ,*  the  fame  zoas  in  tne  be~ 
ginning  with  God.  All  things  were  made  by 
him.  John  i.  1 — g — And  thou,  Lord,  m  the 
beginning,  haft  laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth , 
and  the  heavens  are  the  works  of  thine  hands. 
Heb.  i.  to. 

And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  called  to  him  out . 
■  of  heaven,  and  faid  Abraham,  Abraham.  G<  n. 
xxn,  11 . — 7  he  angel  which  redeemed  me  Ji  on z 
all  evil,  blcjs  the  lads.  Gen.  xl viii.  in-  Be¬ 
hold  1  fend  an  angel  before  thee.  Exod.  xxiii. 
20. — And  the  angel  of  his  pre  fence  faved  them. 
Tiki,  lxi’i.  cf — It  may  be  obferved,  that  the 
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world  of  grace,  or  church-ftate,  began  in 
Abraham’s  family;  and  that,  till  then,  no 
mention  is  made  of  the  Angel  of  God. 

Thefe  names  of  Ch rift,  each  one  fo  figni- 
ficant,  are  joined  together  in  the  name  arch¬ 
angel.* 

And,  thus  combined,  they  have  the  mod 
peculiar  force.  In  this  word,  we  behold  the 
world  of  nature,  and  the  church  Jlate  of  the 
gofpel,  or  vfotld  of  grace  combined  together, 
and  upheld  and  governed  by  one  hand — • 
we  behold  Chrift  clothed  with  a  cloud,  and 
a  rainbow  upon  his  head,  handing  upon  two 
worlds, and  earth,  which,  for  a  time,  un¬ 
der  his  authority,  fubfifts  together  ;  and  then, 
by  the  fame  authority,  together  pafs  away. 

In  this  view  of  Chrift,  given  in  this  his 
glorious  name,  we  have  an  explanation  of 
the  great  myjlery  of  God  in  the  frame  or  con¬ 
futation  of  all  temporary  things ;  and  can 
eafdy  difeover  why  the  government  of  them, 
even  in  the  New-Teftament,  is  aferibed  to 
the  Archangel,  and  that,  with  his  voice,  the 
whole  feene  mult  be  ciofcd. 


THE  SON. 

_  * 

BUT  there  is  another  world,  the  world  to 
come,  to  which  belongs  the  refurreciion  and 
the  holy  city,  New-Jcrufalem  ;  in  relation  to 
which,  Chrift  bears  the  name  of  Son — this 
world  is  put  in  fubjeElion  unto  him,  in  this 

*  TCT  A'/lo.m.  So  Is  the  word  written  out. 
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name,  the  fame  as  the  worlds  of  nature  ant! 
grace  are  put  under  him,  as  the  Archangel  ; 
and,  becaufe  this  world  is  the  moll  glorious, 
the  world  of  glory,  this  new  name  is  his  moft 
glorious  name. 

That  the  name  Son,  given  to  Chrift,  re¬ 
lates  principally  to  his  kingdom,  power  and 
glory,  appears  from  the  following  paffages-, 
and  many  others: — Thou  art  my  Son,  this 
day  have  I  begotten  thee.  AJk  of  me,  and  I 
[hall  give  thee  the  heathen  for  thine  inherit¬ 
ance,  and  the  uttermojl  parts  of  the  earth  for 
thy  poffeffion.  Thou  fhalt  break  them  with 
a,  rod  of  iron  ;  thou  fhalt  da.fh  them  in  pie¬ 
ces  like  a  potters  vefjel.  Pfal.  ii.  7 — g. - 

He  j hall  be  great,  and  [hall  be  called  the  Son 
of  the  Highejl :  and  the  Lord  God  Jhall  give 
unto  him  the  throne  of  his  father  David  ;  and 
he  jhall  reign  over  the  houfe  of  Jacob  for  ever, 
and.  of  his  kingdom  there  Jhall  be  no  end. . 
Luke  i.  32,  33. — And  declared,  to  be  the  Son 
of  God  until  power,  according  to  the  Jpirit  cf 
Jiolinefs,  by  the  refurreftisn  from  the  dead. 
Rom.  i.  4. — -Who  hath  delivered  us  from  the 
power  of  darknefs,  and  hath  tranflated  us  in¬ 
to  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son.  Col,  i.  13. — 
The  fh ft, -born  from  the  dead,  that  in  all  things 
he  might,  have  the  pre-eminence.  Col.  i.  18. — 
But,  unto  the  Son  he Jaith,  Ihy  throne,  0  God, 
is  for  ever  and  ever;  a  fceptre  of  righteous- 
nefs  is  the  fceptre  of  thy  kingdom.  Heb.  i.  8. 

Thus,  in  relation  to  the  world  of  glorv, 
whereof  the  fcriptures  here  fpeak,  we  behold 
Chrilt  as  a  Son  over  his  own  houfe,  crowned 
with  glory  and  honour. 
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All  this  theory  opens,  moll  apparently, 
from  the  divine  will.  Thefe  feveral  Hates 
ol  Chrill,  the  worlds  themfelves,  and  the 
names  which  are  expreffive  of  his  relation  to 
them,  are  all  borne  upon  the  face  of  the  di¬ 
vine  principle  :  As  being  the  foundation, 
and  at  the  head  of  the  fird  creation,  how  ex¬ 
preffive  is  the  name  Beginning?  Taking  the 
form  of  a  fervant,  and  appearing  at  the  head 
of  a  militant  church,  how  clear  is  the  import 
of  the  name  Archangel  ?  But,  having  per¬ 
formed  a  work  of  filial  duty,  in  which  he 
was  humbled  to  the  lowed  date ;  and  being 
raided  up,  according  to  the  fpirit  of  holinefs, 
-or  according  to  the  promife,  and  dated  up¬ 
on  his  Father’s  throne,  with  what  power  is 
lie  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  ? 

Thefe  three  names,  Beginning,  Servant, 
and  Son,  are  the  grand  pillars  of  revelation, 
whereon  may  be  found  infcribed  the  whole 
counfel  of  God — in  them  we  have  complet¬ 
ed  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriff, 
who  is,  and  who  was,  and  who  is  to  conic  ; 
the  fam eyc/lerday,  and  to-day,  and  )or  ever. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  notice,  refpe&ing 
the  names  given  to  Christ,  generally,  that 
fome  of  them  ramt  distmftly  in  the  fame  re¬ 
lations  as  thofe  given  above :  as  with  the 
Beginning,  the  Creator,  God  Almighty,  and 
God  of  Glory;  with  the  Archangel,  Jeho¬ 
vah,  Lord  of  Hofts, and  Ivlichael ;  and,  with 
the  Son,  the  Lamb,  the  Rcfurre&ion,5  and 
Lrince  of  the  Kings  of  the  Earth.  Some  of 
them  refpeft  two  of  thefe  relations,  as  Tefus, 
lve.deem.ei ,  and  Shepherd ;  and  iome  are 
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common  names,  and  refpedi  them  all,  a3 
Lord,  Christ,  and  Foundation.  The  end  of 
the  whole  is,  to  reveal  Christ  as  being  the 

head  of  all  worlds. 

As  the  worlds  of  nature,  grace,  and  glory, 
are  difiinft  ;  and,  in  their  divers  frames  and 
conftitutions,  they  exhibit  the  diftinft  parts 
of  the  divine  will ; — and  as  Chrift,  in  relation 
to  each  one,  bears  a  name  expreflive  of  its 
peculiar  date,  the  work  before  us  is  naturally 
divided  into  three  parts,  which  we  final  1  pro- 
fecute  under  the  names  and  diftinft  charac¬ 
ters  of  the  Beginning,  Archangel,  and  Son  of 
God,  as  expreffing,  naturally,  the  diftindi 
heads  of  the  Divine  Theory. 


GENERAL  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  THE 

THEORY. 

BEFORE  we  proceed  to  an  illuflration 
of  the  glory  of  Chriff,  as  being  the  head  of 
all  worlds,  in  the  adfual  exhibitions,  it  will 
be  proper  to  premife  fomc  things  which  may 
lead  us  to  contemplate  more  clearly  the  foun¬ 
dation  or  principle  of  this  Theory ;  for,  the 
more  clearly  we  view  the  principle,  the  more 
fenfibly  we  (hall  feel  its  demonflration. 

The  divine  eternal  {act,  in  which  is  found- 
ed  the  truth  of  Chrift,  and  which  is  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  divine  theory,  is  jllufl rated  in 
the  feriptures,  by  the  nature  of  fix  things, 
with  which  men  are  converiant,  viz.  A  co¬ 
venant,  the  beftowment  of  a  gift,  generati- 
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©n,  fellowship,  inauguration,  and  a  record ; 
and  they,  feverally,  require  particular  notice. 

1.  Of  this  divine  tranfaftion,  conltdered 
as  a  covenant,  fo  much  has  already  been 
faid,  relpefting  the  illuftration  it  gives  of 
the  truth  of  the  trinity  and  unity  of  the  di¬ 
vine  will,  and  the  nature  of  the  theory  re¬ 
buking  from  this  principle,  that  it  is  prelum- 
ed  little  more  need  be  added.  It  is  in  view, 
however,  in  the  prefent  illuflrations,  to  pay 
more  particular  attention  than  has  yet  been 
given,  to  the  party  and  engagement  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  in  this  adorable  compafl. 

The  Divine  Spirit,  as  has  been  obferved, 
is  the  interell  mutually  regarded  in  this  co¬ 
venant-engagement  ;  for,  as  the  Holy  Spirit, 
or  Spirit  of  Holinefs,  is  one  and  the  fame 
with  that  of  the  parental  authority  and  love, 
and  the  filial  duty  and  joy,  it  is  the  glory  ot 
both  the  Father  and  the  Son,  and  can  be 
no  other  than  the  foie  interelf  of  both  par¬ 
ties  ;  and  it  is  evident,  that  this  was  not  only 
the  concern  of  the  engagement,  but  alfo, 
that  it  was  the  authority  and  power  in  which 
it  exilled,  and  fo  was  the  third  party  in  the 


agreement. 

A  covenant  receives  its  virtue  and  fi  rength 
from  the  confideration  of  fome  witnefs  and 
authority,  to  prove  it  and  give  it  eii'eft.  It  is 
always  underffood  of  parties  contra  fling  with 
each  other,  and  making  folernn  promifes, 
that  in  cafe  of  a  failure,  they  become  liable 
to  fome  forfeiture;  and  that  fome  authority, 
which  is  able  to  enforce  the  obligation,  is 
appealed  to,  which,  therefore,  becomes  a 
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paity  in  the  tranfaftion,  and  is  itfelf  bound 
to  fee  it  fulfilled  by  all  the  weight  of  its  fanc- 
tion.  And  it  is  this  circumftance  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  a  covenant,  which  gives  it  its  fblemn 
and  reverential  ffainp. 

.  ma,teis  of  a  civil  nature,  the  magiflrate 
35  appealed  to  in  all  lawful  contrafts,  to  fee 
that  they  are  performed  according  to  pro- 
mife,  or  to  punifh  the  delinquent ;  and  in 
the  nature  of  the  cafe,  lie  is  fo  bound  to  do 
this,  that  guilt  is  incurred  on  his  part,  if  the 
duty  be  not  faithfully  difcharged.  And  in 
aii  matters,  between  party  and  party,  taken 
■n  a  religious  view,  tne  fearcher  of  hearts  is 
appealed  to,  who,  as  the  final  and  righteous 
juoge,  will  not  fuller  the  guilty  to  go  unpu- 
idled  ;  fo,  aifo,  in  the  matter  of  the  divine 
wiii,  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  the  witnefs  and 
power  engaged  to  enforce  the  fulfilment  of 
i  tie  Populations,  by  a  fa nff ion  every  wav  e- 
qua!  to  the  weight  of  the  high  obligations. 
Hence,  in  that JitJl  name  of  God,  which  im¬ 
ports  the  Covenanters  by  oath,  the  idea  of  a 
cut/}:1  is  clearly  intimated;  and  this  eternal 
covenant  is  ever  prefented  in  a  manner  to 
give  us  aflurance  that  it  was  made,  and  was 
accompanied  with  every  poihble  circurn- 
i lance  of  folemnity. 


A  i.  eim:  a  Noun  mafc.  plur.  The  denouncers  of  a  con - 
dit zonal  curfe.  A  name  uluaily  given  In  the  Hebrew  Scrip¬ 
tures  to  the  ever  blejjed  Trinity ,  by  which  they  reprefcnt 
1  themidve*  as  under  the  obligation  of  an  oath  to  perform 
certain  conditions,  and  as  having  denounced  a  curfe  on  all, 
men  and  devils,  who  do  not  conform  to  them. 

d  hat  thole  terms  or  conditions  were  to  which  the  Aleirrs 
“  f ware,  teems  evident  from  IT.  cx.  namely,  that  the  Man 
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To  this  it  may  be  obje&ed,  that  God  could 
not  fail  in  his  engagement ;  and,  therefore, 
in  this  matter,  it  was  not  necelfary  that  the 


€f  Chriji  JefuSy  in  confequence  of  his  humiliation  and  fuffer* 
ct  ingSy  (ver.  7,  comp.  Phil.  ii.  6 — 10,)  fhould  be  exalted  to 
tf  the  right  hand  of  God  till  all  his  enemies  were  made  his  foot - 
fool,  (comp,  i  Cor.  xv.  25.)  that  the  rod  of  his  Jirength  (bis 
<£  gofpej,)  fbould  he  fent  out  of  Sion ;  and  that  by  this  he  ftsculd 
ai  rule  even  in  the  midft  of  his  enemies  ;  that  his  people  (true 
**  Chriftians,)  fbould  offer  themfelves  willingly  in  the  ornaments 
t(  of  holinefs  ;  and  that  thofe  which  fhould  be  begotten  by  him. 
ec  to  a  reftrreftion  from  fin  herey  and  from  death  hereafter , 
t(  fhould  be  more  numerous  than  the  drops  of  morning  dew. 
“  (comp.  Ifai.  xxvi.  19.)  All  this  I  take  to  be  brief!)  com- 
44  prehended  or  fummed  up  in  that  oath  of  Jehovah  to  Chriji , 
44  ver.  4.  Thou  art  a  Prieji  for  ever  after  the  order  o/'Melchi- 
€l  fedec,  which ,  by  interpretationt  is  King  of  Right eotfnefs , 
4t  Heb.  vii,  2.  As  a  Pried,  Chrift,  through  the  eternal  Spirit 9 
i(  offered  himfelf  without  J'pot  to  God ,  Heb.  viii.  3. — xi.  14; 
€t  as  a  Pried  for  ever,  he  is  able  to fave  them  to  the  uttermoft, 
<c  (tVTarg.  evermore,)  that  come  unto  God  by  him,  feeing  he  ever 
**  hveth  to  make  interceffion  for  them  ;  as  being  after  the  order 
**  °f  Melchifedec,  he  is  King  as  well  as  Prieji ,  King  of  Righ - 
"  teoufnefs,  and  King  of  Peace.  Heb.  vii.  2.  Hence,  then,  we 
learn,  that  Jehovah  fivare  to  Adoni  or  Chrift f  (See  Matth. 
,4  xxii.  43.)  and  that  this  oath  had  reference  to  the  redemption. 

of  man  by  him. — The  Plalm  itfelf  does  not  indeed  determine 
4‘  the  time  when  this  oath  was  pronounced,  but  other  ferip- 
f<  tures  do.  For  St.  Paul  fays,  that  Chrid  was  made  a  Pried,  i.  e\ 
**  aftcr  the  order  of  Melchifedec  by  this  very  oathy  Heb.  vii. 
cf  2  f  ^Llt  his  inauguration  to  the  Priefthood  and  Kingdom  was 

“  prior  to  the  creation  of  the  worldy  Prov.  viii  23,  and  feq. _ 

Therefore  this  very  oathy  recorded  in  Pf.  cx.  was  prior  to 
the.  creation.  Accordingly  Jehovah  is  at  the  beginning  of 
•£  creation  called  Aleimy  Gen.  i.  1 ,  which  implies,  that  the 
**  divine  perions  had  lworn  when  they  created.  It  is  evident 
“  alio  from  Gen.  iii.  4,  £ ,  that  both  the  ferpent  and  the  wo¬ 
man  knew  Jehovah  by  this  name,  Aleim,  bej'ore  the  fall ; 
and,  to  cite  but  two  paflages  out  of  many  ttiat  might  be 
produced  from  the  New  I  eft  ament  to  this  purpofe,  St.  Peter 
‘‘  is  exprefs,  Eoh.  i.  iS —  o,  that  Cbrid  was  fore-ordained  to 
redeem  us,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world ;  and  St.  Paul 
affirms,  Eph.  i.  4,  that  God ,  even  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Je- 

41  Jus  Chriji y  hath  choJ\n  us  in  him f  before  the  Jeundation  of  the 
world,  J 
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party  of  an  authority  tin ou!d  be  concerned; 
but  why  then  covenant  ?  Why  fwear  at  all  ? 
Why  any  of  this  formality?  What  meaning 
could  there  be  in  the  whole  bufinefs,  unlels 
there  were  a  third  party  engaged  thereby,  as 
in  the  nature  ol  things  fueh  a  tranfaftion 
implies,  to  enforce  the  folemn  obligation  ? 
Were  there  no  magiftrate,  no  God,  no  party 
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“  By  virtue  of  this  antemundane  oath,  the  Man  Chrijl  Jefus 
was  enabled  to  overcome  the  Devil  and  all  the  enemies  of 
man,  and  perfect  his  redemption,  and  from  this  oath  it  was 
that  the  ever-bleflfed  THREE  were  pleafed  to  take  that  glo¬ 
rious  and  fearful  name,  (Deut.  xxviii.  58.)  Jehovah  Aleim  ; 
glorious ,  in  as  much  as  the  tran faction,  to  which  it  refers, 
difplays,  in  the  m oft  glorious  manner,  the  attributes  of  God 
to  men  and  angels  ;  and  fearful,  in  as  much  as,  by  one  part 
of  the  oath,  eternal  and  infinite  power,  Jehovah  hitnfelf,  ig 
engaged  make  the  enemies  of  Chrijl  his  foot-fool,  PL  cx.  ie 
€<  Let  thofe  who,  in  thefe  days  of  Arian,  Socinian  and  Rab¬ 
binical  blafphemy,  have  any  doubt  whether  Aleim,  when 
meaning  the  true  God,  Jehovah,  is  plural  or  not,  confult  the 
following  paffages,  where  thfe^  will  find  it  joined  with  ad- 
jedlives,  pronouns  and  verbs  plural.  Gen.  i.  26. — iii.  22. — 
xi.  7 — xx.  13. — xxxi.  53. — xxxv.  7.  Deut.  iv.  7. — v.  23. 
or  26.  Jofh.  xxiv.  19.  1  Sam.  iv.  8.  2  Sam.  vii.  23.  Pf. 

lviii.  12.  Ifa.  vi.  8.  Jer.  x.  10.  Dan.  iv.  5,  6,  15,  or 
8,  9,  18.  See  alfo  Prov.  ix.  10. — xxx.  5.  Pfal.  cxlix.  2. 
Ecclef.  v.  7. — xii.  1.  Job  v.  1.  Ifa.  vi.  3. — Ji v.  3.  Plof. 
xi.  12.  or  xii.  j.  Mai.  i.  6>.  Dan.  vii.  18,  22,  25. 

“  O  that  the  children  of  Abraham,  according  to  the  fieftj9 
would  attentively  coniiderand  compare  the  texts  above  cit¬ 
ed  from  their  oven  feriptures  /  Could  they  then  help  owning 
a  plurality  of  Aleim  in  Jehovah  ? — When  they  read,  for  in- 
ftance,  Gen.  i.  26,  that  the  Alei?n  faid.  Let  us,  or  we  will, 
make  man  in  our  image ,  according  to  our  likenefs — and  ver. 
2 7.  —  So  the  Aleim  created  man.  See.  and  compared  thefe 
words  with  Ecclef.  xii.  r.  And  remember  thy  Creators,  could 
they  doubt  whether  Aleim,  as  applied  by  Mofes,  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  creation,  denoted  *\  plurality  of  agents?  And  yet 
furelv,  as  faith  the  prophet  Ifaiah.  chap.  xliv.  24,  Jehovah 
ft  retched  forth  the  heavens  alone,  andfpread  abroad  the  earth 
by  him  It: If,  without  the  aid  or  concurrence  of  any  creature, 
how  exalted  foever.  Comp.  chap.  xlii.  5. — xlv.  12.” 
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Handing  by  to  enforce  the  engagement,  it  is 
plain,  that  the  tranfatlion  of  covenanting 
and  (wearing  would  be  without  folemnity 
and  without  meaning.  And  it  it  be  further 
objected,  that  it  is  given  in  the  divine  record, 
that  God  fware  by  himfelf,  it  may  be  anfwer- 
ed,  that  by  this,  we  are  not  to  underftand 
that  he  (ware  by  his  own  perfon,  but  that 
the  authority  appealed  to,  was  a  party  in  the 
Godhead  ;  and  io  was  himfelf,  for  this  is  the 
evident  truth  ;  and  the  contrary  would  im¬ 
ply  an  abfurdity. 

But  it  is  not  proper  to  fay,  in  every  point 
of  view,  that  there  could  be  no  failure  in  this 
cafe  ;  (or,  on  the  part  of  Ch rift,  the  engage¬ 
ment  was  not  merely  perfonal,  but  as  a  fu- 
rety  for  a  fallible  Creature;  and,  on  the  part 
of  the  father,  that  was  engaged  which,  of  all 
things,  was  the  mod' ’improbable  to  take 
place,  viz.  That  death  (hould  yield  Life  ;  and 
mat  a  people,  whofe  name  was  The  Rebelli¬ 
ous,  fhould  be  willing ;  and  the  truth  of  this 
matter  was  proved  in  the  faft  ;  for  a  failure 
did  fo  take  place  that,  by  the  party  of  the 
furetilhip,  the  forfeiture  was  incurred,  and 
the  dreadiul  fircke  was  lnflifdcd  by  the  fwovd, 
of  the  Lord,  which  was  that  power,  or  third 

party,  appealed  to  in  this  mod  folemn  con- 
traft. 

t  Again,  a  queflion  may  arife  refpe&ing  the 
Holy  Ghoft  being  confidered  as  the  great 
in  ter  eft  refpe£led  in  this  covenant,  front  the 
:ircum fiance  that  the  feriptures  often  allude 
t0  the  church,  or  the  redeemed  people  of 
phrifl,  as  being  the  intereft  contemplated  in 
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this  divine  tran  faction  ?  The  anfwer  to  this" 
oueftion,  is  found  in  the  confideration  that 
the  church  is  the  vehicle  or  temple  of  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghojl ;  and  therefore  is,  properly  and  ne- 
eeffarily,  considered  in  the  fame  view  ;  hence 
this  great  intereft  of  the  glory  of  God  is  fo 
often  exhibited  in  the  name  of  The  Bride, 
The  Lamb’s  Wife-, — and  the  Lord  calls  Ifraet 
his  Glory.  And  when  we  reflect,  that  the 
church,  lirlf,  by  the  fpirit  of  obedience  ;  and 
fccondly,  by  the  fpirit  of  glory,  (hall  be  fill¬ 
ed  with  all  the  fullnefs  of  God;  completely, 
filled  both  with  the  fpirit  of  the  Father  and 
of  the  Son  ,  we  perceive  that  this  eletf  body 
cannot  be  feparated  from  a  view  of  this  eter¬ 
nally  deft  red  interdi;  and  that,  as  it  refpefls 
tne  man  lie  Ration,  it  will  be  m  the  church, 
that  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  is  the  objeil  and 
end  of  all,  will  be  fully  embraced,  both  by 
the  Father  and  the  Son. 

The  interdi  in  a  covenant  may,  or  may 
not,  be  a  perfon  ;  but,  in  the  cafe  before  us,- 
it  being  of  the  nature  Hated,  as  that  of  mar¬ 
rying  and- giving  in  marriage,  in  which  the 
intereft  is  the  Bride,  it  is  neceliary  So  to  con- 
fider  it.  Aifo,  in  the  view  we  have  taken 
of  covenant  tranfailions,  as  in  their  nature 
reel u i ring  a  third  party  as  the  witnefs  and 
authority,  the  Holy  Ghoft  mu  ft  of  neceffity 
he  conlidered  a  perfon;  and  indeed,  lor  the 
fame  reafon  that  the  firft  and  fecond  parties 
are  called  perfons,  the  third  party  mu  ft  be 
confidered  alio  as  being  a  perfon ;  for,  in  this5 
relation,  all  that  is  meant  by  the  term,  is  one 
who  is  concerned,  and  is  ailing  a  part,  irn- 
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piediately,  in  the  matter  of  the  divine  will. 
In  this  view,  therefore,  of  the  divine  princi¬ 
ple,  we  have  a  driking  illudration  of  the 
truth  of  a  trinity  in  unity;  as  three  perfons 
aiding  together,  are  neceffariiy  contemplated 
in  this  divine  economy. 

2.  To  this  divine  tranfaflion,  confidered 
as  the  bedowment  of  a  gift,  we  have  already 
briefly  alluded.  It  is  proved,  that  this  real 
faff  ex  died  in  the  eternal  divine  will,  and 
that  grace  was  given  us  in  Ckrift  Jr  fits,  be¬ 
fore  the  world  began  ;  which  grace  was  the 
eternal  life.  Here  alfo  we  have  the  knowledge 
of  three  things,  which  exided  eternally  and 
neceffariiy  in  the  divine  will,  viz.  a  gmeifu 
receiver,  and  the  gift  bellowed  and  received; 
and  in  the  giver,  we  here  contemplate  the 
charafier  or  truth  of  the  Father;  and  in  the 
receiver,  the  truth  of  Ohrid;  and  in  the  eter¬ 
nal  life  given,  that  of  the  Holy  Ghofi. 

1  his  aft  of  giving  us  eternal  fife,  which, 
as  has  been  (hewn,  confided  in  giving  a  com¬ 
mandment,  embracing  the  divine  favour, 
condituted  the  glory  of  the  Father.  In  this 
one  a6l  of  his  giving  a  precept  and  a  pro- 
mife.  or  a  requirement  and  a  reward,  is  com- 
prifed,  as  in  its  origin,  every  thing  which  is 
imported  by  his  name  God  and  the  Father. 
All  the  honour,  all  the  high  distintlion,  all 
the  infinite  claims  of  this  adorable  charaHer, 
arife  from  his  being  the  propofer,  the  first 
mover  and  free  difpofer  of  the  unfpeakablc 

Kefpecling  a  receiver,  it  is  requifite  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  a  donation  may  be  made,  though 
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the  perfon  or  perfons  for  whom  it  is  deftgned 
be^not  prefent ;  yea,  though  fuch  be  not  in 
existence.  Many  deeds  of  gift  have  been 
effectually  made,  when  the  perfons  to  whom 
the^  property  is  given,  have  been  far  distant 
and  wholly  unknowing  to  the  tranfa&ion ; 
and  many  legacies  have  been  bequeathed  to 
unborn  heirs  ;  but,  in  fuch  cafes,  it  is  re¬ 
quired  by  law,  and  in  the  nature  of  things 
it  is  neceffary,  that  there  be  appointed  a  trus¬ 
tee,  who  fhould  receive  charge  of  the  pro¬ 
perty,  under  fuitable  obligations  and  bonds, 
to  deliver  it  over,  in  due  time,  to  them  for 
whom  it  was  defigned. — Such  a  party  ex- 
isuVl  in  the  eternal  divine  will ;  who,  as  the 
nature  of  the  cafe  required,  received  in  our 
name  the  infinite  bequest ;  and  who  was  laid 
under,  and  freely  took  upon  him,  the  high¬ 
est  and  most  folemn  obligations  to  preferve 
it;  and,  in  th tfulncfs  oj  times,  to  bring  for* 
ward  the  legatees,  and  put  them  into  full 
pofTcflion  of  the  inheritance  of  glory  and 
eternal  life. ' 

It.  will  be  cbferved,  that  a  trustee,  in  the 
matter  of  the  divine  will,  viewed  as  the  be- 
stowment  of  a  gift,  is  the  fame  thing  as  a 
furety,  when  the  i'ubjebl  is  confidered  as  be¬ 
ing  a  covenant;  and  in  this  truth  of  our  eter¬ 
nal  life  having  been  at  first  received  bv  a 

O  j 

trustee,  may  be  feen  the  fource  of  the  eternal 
fonfhip.  Here  is  the  high  origin  of  the  name 
Chrijl, ;  and  of  all  the  offices  and  honours 
which  he  fuff  a  ins  as  the  Lord  and  head  of  the 
creation — all  the  glories  of  his  relation,  both 
to  the  Father  and  to  the  church,  arife  from 
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his  being  engaged  and  intrufted  with  the 
beeping  and  immediate  difpenfing  of  the 
eternal  life  and  glory  of  his  church  and  peo¬ 
ple,  according  to  the  Father’s  good  pleafure. 

Though  our  Lord  received  this  intereit 
as  a  trullee,  yet  the  nature  of  the  thing  is 
fuch,  that  it  thus  ncceffarily  became  his  own, 
together  with  that  whole  blefled  body  of 
people,  for  whom  it  was  dellgned ; — for 
the  receiving  of  a  commandment,  implies 
the  keeping  of  it ;  and  aifo  the  receiving  of 
a  bleffing,  implies  the  enjoying  of  it  • — and 
the  filial  charafter  being  conftituted  by  the 
parental  commandment  and  bleffing;— it  is 
manifeft,  that  he  who  received  it  immediate¬ 
ly  from  the  Father,  was  thereby  conflituted  the 
Son  of  God  ;  as  all  they  wrho  receive  it  thro* 
him,  are  thereby  aifo  conftituted  his  children. 
The  living  only  can  know  what  life  is :  1  live 
by  the  Father,  fays  Thrift;  and  he  could  fay, 
by  experience  dcubtlefs,  as  all  his  people  can 
declare  the  fame  truth — I  know  that  his  com¬ 
mandment  is  life  everlafling .  The  blefled  Jefus 
ever  traced  his  own  fonfh'ip,  heirfhip,  eternal 
life  and  glory,  to  the  fame  fource  with  that 
of  his  people,  viz.  His  Father’s  command-' 
men  t,  in  keeping  of  which  there  is  great  re¬ 
ward.  Fie  never  preached  the  vague  doc¬ 
trine  held  forth  by  modern  expounders  and 
commentators,  that  his  eternal  life  is  to  be 
antedated  to  the  commandment  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  which  conftituted  him  our  Lord  and 
Redeemer. 

Contemplating  this  truth,  it  may  be  readi¬ 
ly  perceived  that,  on  the  one  haiid,  by  this 
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commandment,  he  was  made  to  the  Father  4 
Son;  and,  on  the  other,  by  the  fame  good 
will,  he  was  made  to  the  church  a  head. — 
This  eternal  life  being,  from  the  beginning, 
configned  and  intruded  to  him  ;  being  re¬ 
ceived  and  kept  in  him  ;  and  finally,  being 
manifefted  and  difpenfed  by  him  ;  is  evident¬ 
ly  that  one  all  meritorious  thing,  which  gives 
him  his  names  of  Son  and  Chrift:,  of  Lord 
and  Saviour;  and  all  his  worthy  and  adora¬ 
ble  claims,  both  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 

Again,  from  the  nat  ure  of  the  fubjeft,  it  is 
evident,  that  in  this  aft  of  giving  us  eternal 
life,  God  gave  us  his  Son:  for,  this  life  be¬ 
ing  given  to  us  in  Chrift  as  the  truftee,  the 
charge  in  its  nature  required  that  he  ftiould 
come  into  the  world,  and  manifeft  it ;  which 
could  be  done  only  in  a  way  of  obedience  to 
that  commandment  in  which  it  confided  ; 
and  which,  in  fuch  a  world  as  this,  would 
neceffarily  lead  him  to  the  lowed  poftible 
date  of  humiliation.  As  therefore  eternal 
life  was  given  to  us  in  Chrift  Jefus,  he  was, 
in  the  lame  aft,  given  to  us,  even  to  lay  down 
his  life  for  us ;  and  his  receiving  this  charge, 
which  was  properly  exprefied  in  thefe  words, 
J .0,  J  come  to  do  thy  will,  0  God,  was  the  free 
offering  of  himfelf  as  a  facrifice,  and  a  vo¬ 
luntary  engagement  to  give  his  life  for  the 
people. 

Ref'pefting  the  gift  beftowed  upon  us  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  this  is  evidently  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
We  have  lliewn  that  the  will  of  God  confid¬ 
ed  in  a  commandment  embracing  the  divine 
favor;  fuch  a  commandment  as  is  neceffary 
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id  form  the  filial  charafler. — I  know,  fays 
Chrift.  fpeaking  of  his  Father,  that  his  com¬ 
mandment  is  life  everlafting. — He  had  receiv¬ 
ed  it — he  had  kept  it — he  lived  by  the  Fa¬ 
ther — it  was  his  meat  and  drink  to  do  his 
will;  by  experience  he  knew  that  this  was 
eternal  life,  and  recommending  it  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  he  laid,  It  is  the  Spirit  that  quick eneth ; 
the  ftejh  profiteth  nothing :  The  words  that  I 
fpeak  unto  you,  they  are  { pirit,  and  they  are 
life. — It  appears,  therefore,  that  this  com¬ 
mandment  delivered  to  us  by  Jefus  Chrilt 
from  the  Father,  is  the  gift  of  eternal  life, 
which  we  are  confidering. 

o 

But  this  is  the  fame  as  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit ;  for  the  commandment  given  to  us  bv 
Jefus  Chrilt  is  fpirit:  It  is  the  Spirit  that 
quickeneth;  the  words  that  I  fpeak  unto  you, 
they  are  fpirit.  John  vi.  6;; ,  ike  word  of  God 
is  quick,  and  powerful,  and  /harper  than  any 
two  edged  /word,  piercing  even  to  the  dividing 
af  under  of  foul  and  fpirit,  and  of  the  joints 
and  marrow,  and  is  a  difeerner  of  the  thoughts 
and  intents  of  the  heart.  Heb.  iv.  12. — And 


tms  is  the  Holy  Spirit;  lor  by  this  command¬ 
ment,  or  word,  does  all  divine  holinefs  ex  id. 
Chrilt  prayed  for  his  people,  faying,  Santtijy 
them  through  thy  truth;  thy  word  is  truth  f— 
By  this  Chrilt  himfelf  was  "let  ap znjanEliJi - 
ed,  and  fait  into  the  -world,  John  x.  06';  he  re¬ 
ceived  and  kept  the  commandment,  or  word 
or  God,  that  he  might  give  it  to  his  people; 
Wherefore  he  faid.  For" their  fakes  I  f nullify 
m\fdf ,  that  they  alfo  might  be  find! i fed  thro’ 
the  Limit.  John  xvii.  if).  And  it  is  alfo 


dent,  that  the  Father  is  called  holy ,  becaufe 
this  holy  J'anttifying  commandthent  is  given 
from  him. — -It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the 
gift  of  eternal  life,  which  con  lifts  in  the  pa¬ 
rental  commandment  embracing  the  love  of 
God,  is  the  fame  as  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Hence  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  called  the  prom - 
ifc  of  the  Father:  and,  as  being  the  fullnefs 
of  the  parental  bleffing  given  to  us  in  Chrift 
Jefus  in  the  covenant  of  redemption ;  the 
ihedding  forth  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  on  the  day 
of  Pentecoft,  was  fpoken  of  by  Peter,  as  the 
fulfilment  of  the  Father’s  promife  to  his  Son, 
and  the  completion  of  his  grace  to  the  church 
thro’  him:  Therefor?  being  by  the  right  hand 
of  God  exalted,  and  having  received  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther  the  promife  of  the  Holy  Ghofl,  he  hath 
Jhed  forth  this  which  ye  now  fee  and  hear,  A  cl  s 
ii.  33. — And  John,  fpeaking  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  which  he  calls  an  unftion  ft om  the 
Holy  One,  1  Epif.  ii.  25,  fays.  This  is  the 
promife  that  he  hath  promifed  us,  even  eter¬ 
nal  life. 

It  is,  therefore,  manifeft,  that  the  Father, 
in  giving  to  the  Son  his  parental  command-* 
ment,  which  is  eternal  li/e,  gave  neceflarily 
to  him  the  infinite  bleffing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ; 
thefe  things  are  in  their  nature  infeparable; 
and  in  giving:  to  his  Son  this  commandment 

-  .  o  r  O 

in  ail  its  infinite  length  and  breadth ,  the  Fa- 
ther  gave  not  the  Spirit  by  meafare  unto  him, 
John  iii.  34.  In  receiving  this  eternal  law  of 
lonlhip,  Jefus  Chrift  received  all  power  in 
heaven  and  in  earth.  In  his  keeping  this  pa- 
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rent'll  commandment,  in  him  are  hid  all  the 
trea fares  of  zvifdom  and  knowledge ;  and  in 
his  difpenfing  it  to  his  people,  he  gives  them 
power  to  become  the  fons  oj  God.  So  plain  it 
is,  that  the  rich  gift  of  God,  which  is  eternal 
life ,  even  the  Holy  Ghojl,  is  comprifed  in  the 
parental  commandment:  which,  with  regard 
to  us,  was  given  to  the  Beloved  before  the 
world  began,  and  which  is  now  manifefted 
unto  us  through  Jefus  Chrijl  our  Lord. 

Jhat  this  eternal  life  is  a  diflinft  thing  from 
either  the  Father  or  the  Son  is  evident,  be- 
caufe,  were  it  not  diftindt  from  the  Father, 
his  giving  it  would  have  been  merely  the  giv¬ 
ing  of  himfelf;  but,  in  the  divine  record  this 
gift  appears  ever  as  being  diflindl  from  the 
giver,  and  as  given  forth  from  the  Father, 
And  were  it  not  alfo  diflindl  from  the  Son,  it 
could  not  be  faid  with  propriety,  as  it  often 
is  in  the  fcriptures,  that  it  was  given  to  us  in 
him. 

And  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  a  diJlinEl party 
in  the  divine  will,  is  moll  apparent  from  the 
current  language  of  the  fcriptures ;  a  fingle 
paffage  may  be  fufficient  to  (hew  fuch  a  di- 
llindiion;  fee  John  xv.  26. — But  when  the 
Comforter  is  come ,  whom  I  will  fend  unto  you 
from  the  Father,  even  the  Spirit  of  Truth, 
which  proceedethfrom  the  Father,  he  fiall  tef- 
tify  of  me. — Here  it  appears  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  not  the  Father,  for  he  comes  from 
the  Father,  and proceedeth  from  the  Father; 
neither  is  he  the  Son,  for  he  is  fcnt  by  the  Son, 
and  he  tejlifies  of  him;  and  that  he  is  an 
agent,  or  adlive  party  in  the  divine  will,  ap- 
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pears  from  his  being  fent ;  from  his  coming: 
and  proceeding  from  theFather;  and  from  the 
offices  he  bears,  and-  the  work  he  pet  forms,  of 
a  witnefs  to  the  truth  of  Chrift,  and  a  Com¬ 
forter  to  his  people. 

And,  afide  from  the  evidence  arifing  from 
the  fiyle  of  the  fcriptures,  the  nature  of  the 
gift  of  God,  (hews  that  it  is  adiflindt  party  in> 
the  divine  will,  for  it  is  life;  and  life  implies 
adHvity,  and  adlivity,  in  the  matter  of  a  willy 
implies  willing,  and  willing  denotes  a  perfon. 
The  giving  forth  of  this  commandment,  op 
tire  proceeding  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  conflitut- 
ed  the  paternity  of  him  from  whom  he  was 
given  forth  and  proceeded ;  and  the  receiving: 
of  the  commandment,  or  the  coming  upon, 
abiding  or  rejling  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  confti- 
tuted .  ih-e  foti/hip  othim  upon  whom  he  came, 
and  by  whom  he  was  received. — An  agency 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  therefore,  conflituted  the 
charadiers,  the  relations,  and  the  eternal  glo-. 
ries  of  both  the  Father  and  the  Son ;  fo  that, 
if  it  were  poffible,  there  is  lefs  room  to  doubt, 
of  the  perfonality  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  than 
there  is  of  that  of  either  the  Father  or  the 
Son. 

Of  the  truth,  therefore,  of  three  perfons 
aiding  together  in  this  matter  of  the  grace  of 
eternal  life,  which  was  given  to  us  in  Chrift  Je- 
fus  before  the  world  began;  this  view  of  the' 
divine  principle  affords  the  cleared  illuftra- 
tion. 

3.  From  the  illuftrations  already  given  of 
the  divine  principle,  it  appears  that  in  tracing 
out  &  generation  in  the  voluntary  Jenfc,  it  is  ne- 
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ceffary  only  to  enquire  for  three  things ;  firfl,& 
Jiead,  or  one  who  exercifes  authority  and  com¬ 
mand,  fuch  as  is  neceffary  to  form  the  filial 
chara&er ;  fecondly,  a fubjehl,  or  one  brought 
under  fuch  authority  and  command,  and  lo 
becoming  a  Ton ;  and,  thirdly ,  a  commandment, 
fuch  as  carries  the  authority,  and  embraces 
the  favor  of  the  head  -;  or  a  precept  clothed 
with  effectual  power  to  form  the  child,  and. 
to  give  the  reward  of  filial  obedience,  which 
is  the  heirfhip  of  the  parental  eftate,  or  the 
inheritance  of  the  fame  authority  and  com¬ 
mand;  and  thefe  things  are  found  exifling, 
neceffarily  and  eternally,  in  the  divine  will.. 
And  it  has  been  fhewn,  that  there  is  an  ever- 
lafting  Father,  or  one  who  exercifed  this  au¬ 
thority,  before  the  world  began;  alfo,  that 
there  is  an  eternal  Son,  or  one  who  was  the 
fubieft  of  this  command,  and  the  object  of 
this  favor,  beforethe  world  exifted.  And  the 
nature  of  the  divine  authotity  proves  that 
the  Spirit  is  alfo  eternal.  The  exiftecce  of 
the  precept  and  promife  of  God,  which  is 
-fpirit  and  life,  is  involved  in  the  exiftence  of 
this  parental  authority  and  filial  duty. 

Agur,  in  his  prophecy,  lamenting  that  he 
harj  not  the  knowledge  of  the  holy,  whilft  ear- 
neftly  inquiring  after  the  truth,  as  every 
holy  foul  is,  being  directed  by  the  fpirit  of 
infpiration,  he  gave  the  anfwer  to  the  great 
queflion  refpetling  the  knowledge  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther  and  his  Son,  which  is  eternal  life,  in  the 
fame  words  in  which  he  afked  it. 

Who  hath  afcended  vp  into  heaven,  or  des¬ 
cended?  Who  hath  gathered  the  coin  a  in  las 
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fijls  ?  Who  hath  bound  the  waters  in  a  gar¬ 
ment  ?  Who  hath  ejlablifhed  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth?  What  is  his  name ,  and  what  is  his  Son's 
name,  if  thou  eanjl  tell? 

1  he  inquiry,  in  thefe  wards  is,  evidently, 
concerning  the  divine  principle;  and  the 
whole  fubjea  is  here  defcribed.— Firft,  The 
glory  of  Chrill — Who  hath  afcended  up  into 
heaven,  or  deficended? — We  have  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  apoftle,  for  considering  this  as  a 
description  of  Chrift’s  humiliation  and  exal¬ 
tation  ;  and  as  intending  his  descending  and 
aficending ;  in  which  order  he  conflrufts  the 
palfage. — Secondly,  The  glory  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther  in  him — Who  hath  gathered  the  wind  in 
his  fijls  ?  Who  hath  bound  the  waters  in  a  gar¬ 
ment?  who  hath  ejlablifhed  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth  ?  This  is  plainly  a  defeription  of  the 
divine  authority  and  command. — And,  third¬ 
ly,  The  Holy  Spirit  which  is  the  agent  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  execution  of  this  authority, 
called  his  fijls,  a  garment,  See. — Thefe  quef- 
tions  are  put  in  a  manner  which  imports, 
that  the  inquirer  felt  that  he  who  could  an- 
fwer  them,  and  tell  the  name  of  the  living  and 
true  God,  and  his  Son's  name,  had  learned  wifi- 
dom,  and  had  received  the  knowledge  of  the 
holy ,  and  had  attained  the  obje£i  which  is 
the  ultimate  of  all  true  defires. 

What  is  here  given,  may  be  confidered  as 
the  lu  per  (crip  lion  of  the  book  of  the  generati¬ 
on  of  Jfefus  Chnjl — fo  much  only  of  this 
thing  did  God’s  ancient  people  know ;  for  to 
them  the  book  was  fealed.  And  though  we 
live  in  golpel-times,  yet  how  few  of  us  have 
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fo  much  of  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift  a* 
had  Agur  !  Becaufe  he  had  attained  no 
more  divine  knowledge,  he  thought  himfelf 
not  to  have  the  under t (landing  of  a  man; 
and  he  efteemed  himfelf  brutijh,  viz.  being 
fomewhat  below  the  proper  dignity  of  a 
man:  but  he  who  has  not  attained  fo  much, 
mull  be  thought  a  mere  brute. 

As  brief,  however,  as  his  knowledge  was, 
he  dared  not  like  many  in  thefe  days,  to  a,dd 
unto  the  words  of  God,  left  he  (hould  be 
reproved,  and  he  be  found  a  liar.  Folded 
as  it  was,  he  ftill  kept  to  the  book — the  di¬ 
vine  will  unfolding  in  Jefus  Chrift,  in  his 
defending  and  afcending,  was  his  Alpha  and 
Omega — he  was  content  to  begin  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  creation  of  God ;  or  with  that 
a<ft  of  the  divine  will  which,  in  the  effeft, 
fent  Jefus  Chrift  into  the  world  ;  and  he  was 
content  alfo  to  end  at  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

The  folernn  q  ueftion,  what  is  God  ?  as  it 
was  put  by  this  holy  infpired  man,  is  merely 
this,  what  has  God  wrought  ?  As  though  he 
had  faid,  tell  me  what  God  has  done?  Open 
to  me  this  matter  of  his  descending  and  as¬ 
cending?  Unfold  the  a6ts  of  divine  govern¬ 
ment;  of  his  gathering  the  wind  in  his  fids; 
of  binding  the  waters  in  a  garment;  and, 
finally  of  eflablifhing  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth  ?  Do  this,  and  you  will  anfwer  my 
great  queflion— do  this  and  you  will  ex¬ 
plain  the  truth  of  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
in  which  is  eternal  life ;  he  who  can  do  this, 
has  the  knowledge  of  the  holy,  and  can  teil 
what  is  his  name  and  what  is  his  Sens  name . 
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By  the  power  of  the  Spirit,  of  which  the 
wind  is  the  emblem,  Jefus  Chrift.  was  fent  into 
the  world — by  this  power,  in  the  hands  of 
the  Father,  as  the  wind  gathered  in  his  JiJls, 
he  went  and  returned,  was  carryed  up  and 
down ;  and,  by  this,  he  learned  obedience, 
and  was  formed,  as  a  fon,  according  to  his 
Father’s  will ;  and  finally,  by  this,  he  is  re¬ 
warded  as  a  fon,  by  being  filled  with  all  its 
infinite  fulnefs,  and  by  difpenfing  the  fame 
to  his  church  and  people; — And  being  fent 
into  the  world  by  this  high  authority,  be¬ 
hold  !  the  waters  alfo,  the  great  deep,  which 

is  the  emblem  of  his  humiliation  and  fuffer- 

\ 

ings — even  death  and  hell  are  controlled, 
and,  as  it  were,  bound  in  a  garment ;  which  is 
the  emblem  of  God’s  truth  and  faithfulnefs, 
wherein  he  had  prom i fed  to  him,  that  he 
would  not  leave  his  foul  in  hell,  neither 
would  he  fuffer  his  holy  one  to  fee  corruption.. 
Again,  look  away  to  the  ends  of  the  world, 
and  contemplate  the  bleffcd  iffue  of  the  me¬ 
diatorial  work  of  Jefus  Chrift,  in  the  final 
ep ablifhmcnt,  peace,  and  glory  of  his  ever- 
faffing  kingdom.  'The.  ends  of  the  earth,  or 
ends  of  ike  world,  is  a  phrafe  often  ufed  in 
the  fcriplures,  to  denote  the  prefent  and  the 
future  Mate  of  the  gofpel  kingdom,  in  the 
times  of  the  reftitution  of  all  thmgs,  when  it 
is  promiled  that  all  the  ends  of  the  earth, Jhad 
fee  the  falvation  of  our  God. 

'A  Herever  we  have  a  clear  view  given, vus 

U  \ 

of  the  divine  principle,  we  are  led  to  con¬ 
template  the  truth  of  the  threefold  jldte  of 
Chrift,  and  that  alio  of  the  world  or  his  king- 
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<fom,  in  perfeft  conformity  to  him  as  the 
Head  and  Lord  of  all ;  for  this  divine  theo¬ 
ry  unfolds  necelfarily  from  the  divine  will. 
This  remark  is  illuftrated  in  the  view  before 
ns.  The  gathering  of  the  wind  in  his  fifts  is  a 
proper  defcription  of  the  kingdom  of  nature ; 
the  binding  of  the  waters  in  a  garment,  is  a 
natural  defcription  of  the  kingdom  of  grace ; 
and  the  eftablifhing  of  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  is  a  beautiful  defcription  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  glory.  And  this  was  all  that  the  holy 
man  defircd  to  know;  and  what  more  can 
the  wife  in  heart  defire?  It  was  this  book  of 
the  kingdom  which  fully  opens  in  the  future 
glory  of  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  people,  that 
John  the  Revelator  faw  in  the  right  hand  of 
him  that fat  upon  the  throne,  written  within 
and  on  the  backfide,  fealed  with /even  j'eals  ; 
concerning  which  he  wept  much,  becaufe  no 
man  was  found  worthy  to  open  and  to  read  the 
book,  neither  ter  look  thereon;  but,  thanks  be 
to  God,  it  is  the  high  and  diflinguifhing  pri¬ 
vilege  of  the  children  of  the  kingdom,  that  to 
them  it  is  given  to  know  its  myfleries,  being 
experimentally  and  effectually  taught  them, 
by  the  fpirit  and  power  of  the  holy  humbling 
commandment  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  by  the 
eonfolation  of  his  bleffed  exalting  promife. 

This  paffage  affords  evidence  that  Agur 
was  a  great  prophet;  for,  though  he  could 
not  read  it,  yet  he  faithfully  held  the  book  of 
the  generation  of  the  Son  of  God  in  his 
hand;  and  like  a  certain  preacher,  who,  af- 
tpr  puzzling  a  while  at  the  text,  made  a  fo- 
temn  imp  re  Sion  upon  his  hearers,  by  the  an- 
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xious  manner  in  which  he  held  out  the  bible, 
faying,  “  The  truth  is  here,  in  this  book.” — •  ’ 
Such  alfo  Was  John  the  Baptift,  he  took  good 
heed  to  teftify  as  he  was  prompted,  and  he 
fet  to  his  feat  that  God  is  true;  yet  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  his  Sons  name,  as  defend¬ 
ing  andalcending,  he  could  but  half  read ;  but 
when  he  found  his  mind  embarraned,  and  his 
own  text  beyond  his  (kill,  he  fought  to  be  a 
difciple  in  the  new  fchool,  and  fent  to  Chrift; 
himfelf,  that  he  Ihould  tell  him  who  he  was. 
— Verily,  luch  men  as  thefe  are  the  greateft 
among  them  that  are  born  of  women:  not- 
withltanding,  the  little  child,  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,  born  of  the  Father,  is  greater  than 
they ;  for  he  can  read,  down  and  up,  back¬ 
ward  and  forward,  the  whole  divine  alphabet ; 
he  can  tell,  what  is  his  name,  and  what  is  his 
Jon’s  name:  He  cries,  Abba,  Father :  he  knows 
the  Father,  by  knowing  in  duty  the  Son;  for 
he  has  taken  the  yoke  of  Chrift,  which  he  took 
by  the  command  of  his  Father,  and  has  learn¬ 
ed  of  him  obedience  to  the  Father  of  Spirits  ; 
and,  alio,  he  knows  the  Father  by  experienc¬ 
ing  his  favour ;  for  the  love  of  God  is  fied 
abroad  in  his  heart  by  the  HolyGhoJl;  and, 
•with  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  his  pattern,  and,  as 
it  were,  his  elder  brother,  in  this  way  of  duty 
and  obedience,  he  has  found  rejl  to  his  foul: 
he  is  born  cf  God:  In  this  very  truth  of  the 
generation  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  con- 
ftfts  the  regeneration  of  his  people. — I  write 
unto  you,  little  Children,  fays  John,  becaufe 
ye  have  known  the  Father. 

In  this  illuftration,  the  vifion  of  Ifaiah, 
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Chap,  vi,  when  he  faw  the  glory  of  Chrid, 
and  fp tike  of  him,  mud  not  be  omitted. 

In  the  year  that  king  Uzziah  died,  I  faw 
&l[o  the  LouL  fitting  upon  cl  throne  hi^h  and 
lifted  up,  and  his  train  filled  the  temple. 

Here  alfo  is  unfolded  the  Divine  Theory. 
Firft,  he  faw  the  Lord  fitting  high,. which 
word  exprefles  his  primitive  glory. — Second¬ 
ly,  he  was  lifted  up — which  words  defcribe 
both  his  date  of  humiliation  and  exaltation  * 
for,  that  he  afcended,  was  lifted  up,  or  exalt¬ 
ed,  “  whatds  it,  but  that  he  fird  defended f  or 
was  aba  fed  d  In  this  view  of  the  p~lory  of 
•Child,  we  contemplate  three  didindl  agents. 
One  who  lifts  up,  another  who  is  lifted  up* 

and  a  third  called  his  train,  which  filled  the 
temple. 

_  Above  it. flood  the  Seraphim ;  each  one  had 
iix  wings ;  with  twain  he  covered  his  face, 
and  with  twain  he  covered  his  feet,  and  with 
twain  he  did  fly.  And  one  cried  unto  ano- 
ther  and f aid,  holy,  holy,  holy,  is  the  Lord 
of  Hods  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory. 

1  he  Seraphim  appearing  with  a  threefold 
twain  of  wings,  gives  us  a  complete  view  of 
the  creation  of  God.  Firll,  a  face,  with  a 
wing  on  each  fide,  is  deferiptive  of  the  nri- 
mifive  glory  of  the  creation,  and  that  it  con- 
tided  of  two  parts,  that  of  the  angels  and  that 
A  men  ;  which  were,  at  fird,  fo' united  as  to 
tormbut  one  face,  or  one  glory;  and  this 
ace  being  covered,  {hews  that  by  the  fall 
ind  the  entrance  of  fin  and  death  into  the 
,  a11  ^is  glory  was  obfeured,  and  the 

Vll°  e  creatlon  put  into  a  date  of  confme- 
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mcnt ;  and  as  both  worlds,  of  angeiS  and 
men,  were  united  in  the  great  principle  of  the 
creation,  they  are,  together,  effe&td  by  the 
fall  of  man,  and  the  fubfequent  bondage. — 
Secondly,  the  feet  are  expreffive  of  the  fer- 
vice-ftate;  and  thefe  alfo  being  covered,  is 
deferiptive  of  the  humiliation  and  futfering 
of  this  Hate ;  and  the  two  feet,  each  being 
covered  with  a  wing,  {hews  that  the  angel3 
together  with  men,  partake  of  this  fervice, 
and  have  alfo  a  fympathy  in  this  humiliation 
and  buffering. — And  thirdly,  their  foaring 
away  together,  with  outftretched  wings,  in  a 
concert  of  the  higheft  praife,  gives  us  a  view 
of  the  freedom,  elevation  and  felicity,  of  the 
ftate  of  glory,  when  the  whole  creation  ihall 
be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corruption 
into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  ox 


The  concert  of  high  praiie,  reprefented 
here  is  doubtlefs  the  fame  that  John  more 
diltinaiy  heard.  Rev.  v.  13.  And  every  crea¬ 
ture  heard  I  faying ,  blejing,  and  honour ,  and 
dory,  and  power,  be  unto  him  thatfitteth  upon 
the  throne  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and 
ever.  The  Seraphim  cried,  one  unto  ano¬ 
ther,  faying,  holy ,  holy,  holy,  is  the  Lord 
I-Iofts :  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  us  glop, 
which,  we  know,  will  be  the  bleffed  refult  of 

this  Icene  of  wonders.  .  .  f ,  » 

A'j-ain  the  thrice  uttered  afcripaon  of  holy, 

feems'  naturally  to  intend  the  three  per  Ions 

of  the  adorable  1  rinity ;  as,  hoy  is  .e  v, 

has  lifted  up,  or  Jet  his  King  upon  his  ho  y 

hill  of  Zion;  holy  is  he  who  is  h,  ted  up,  an  1 
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is  fet  upon  his  holy  throne ;  and  holy  is  his 
train,  or  that  power,  by  which  all  his  work 
and  all  his  glory  is  accomplilhed.  The  fame 
aifo,  according  to  the  Theory,  applies  to  the 
feveral  Hates  of  Chrift;  as  holy  is  he  who 
was  high;  holy  is  he  who  was  abafed ;  and 
holy  is  he  who  is  exalted. 

And  the  fiojls  of  the  door  moved,  at  the  voice 
of  him  that  cried,  and,  the  temple  was  filled' with 
fnioke. 

This  view  imports,  that  the  Lord  was 
coming  into  the  world,  to  give  the  exhibiti¬ 
on  of  his  glory.  And,  as  in  the  Revelation, 
and  other  places  of  fcripture,  where  the  grand 
concert  is  exhibited,  it  is  obferved  that  one 
voice,  as  the  leader  or  mailer  of  the  choir,  is 
ever  diflinguifhed  ;  fo  here,  at  the  voice  of 
him  that  cried,  a  leading  one,  the  polls  of  the 
door  moved ;  which  indicates  the  fame  thing 
as  the  removing  of  the  .pillars  of  creation, 
and  the  confequent  palling  away  of  the  whole 
natural  frame  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth, 
at  the  voice  of  the  Archangel . 

The  view  we  have  here,  and  which  is  ever 
given  of  the  Seraphim,  is  wonderful ;  and 
leads  to  the  idea  of  fomething  more  thancre- 
ated  glory;  and  this  is  indeed  the  truth,  for 
Chrilt,  in  the  divine  conllitution,  is  affo dat¬ 
ed  with  the  worlds,  and  is  himfelf  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Creation ,  the  Lord  of  Iiojls,  and  the 
Majler  of  Affemblies . 

Then  f aid  /,  Woe  is  me!  for  I  am  undone  ;  be- 
caufe  lam  a  man  of  unclean  lips,  and  I  dwell 
in  the  midjl  of  a  people  of  unclean  lips ;  for 
mine  eyes  have  feen  the  King,  the  Lord  of 
.  Hojls. 
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It  may  be  obferved  here,  that  the  elfeft  of 
this  vifion  upon  Ifaiah,  was  very  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  illumination  of  Agur  upon  him. 
Agur  cries,  Surely  I  am  more  bruitijh  than 
any  man,  and  have  not  the  underjtanding  oj  a 
man:  I  neither  learned  wifdom,  nor  have  the 
knowledge  of  the  holy.  And  Ifaiah  exclaims, 
Woe  is  me,  for  I  am  undone,  &c.  It  is  evi¬ 
dent,  however,  that  Ifaiah  was  much  the 
deepeft  affetled.  Agur’s  illuminations  were 
fuch  as  theirs  who,  as  Job  exprefled  it,  had 
heard  of  the  Lord  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear ; 
and  it  feems  that,  till  this  time,  fuch  had 
been  the  knowledge  of  Ifaiah;  but  now  his 
eyes  faw  him,  and  he  received  impreflions, 
fuch  as  before  he  had  never  known  ;  efpeci- 
ally  when  one  of  the  Seraphim  flew  unto 
him,  having  a  live  coal  in  his  hand,  which 
he  had  taken  with  the  tongs  from  off  the  altar ; 
and  when  he  felt  the  tremendous  touch  there¬ 
of  upon  his  lips,  and  had  experienced  the. 
glorious,  humiliating,  fanftifying  effe£L 

Alfo  I  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  faying. 
Whom  fiall  1  fend ?  and,  Who  will  go  for 
us? 

Here,  again,  we  have  a  view  of  the  divine 
principle,  the  eternal  voluntary  generation; 
and  we  obferve  three  perfons  immediately 
concerned  in  the  tranfaaion;  one  who  lends, 
commands,  and  fays,  Go;  another  who  is 
lent,  commanded,  and  is  bidden,  Go;  and  a 
third  who  is  lpoken  to  by  the  f i r fl ,  and  is 
confulted  as  being  interefted  in  the  concern  : 
Whom  fiall  I  fend?  and,  Who  -will  go  for  us? 
Then faid  1,  Here  am  1;  fend  me. 
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In  Ifaiah’s  offering  himfelf  fo  readily,  to 
go  upon  luch  an  errand,  as  foon  as  it  was 
moved,  he  was  a  wonderful  type  of  the  Son 
of  God;  wherefore,  in  like  manner  he  was 
fent  to  the  people,  to  carry  to  them  upon  his 
lips,  the  fpirit  of  burning ,  the  fire  of  the  al¬ 
tar,  (u  e.)  the  doElrine  for  which  Jefus  Chrill 
died;  which  could  not  fail  to  make  him  a  fa- 
crifice;  and  which,  being  a  favour  of  death 
in  them  who  believe  not,  mull  reduce  luch  a 
people,  as  this  to  whom  he  was  fent,  to  a  rem¬ 
nant, ;  and  even  they  mull  be  brought  to  the 
Joweft  Hate  of  humiliation,  and  be  laved  in 
fo  mvfterious  a  way,  a.s  by  lire ;  but,  for  his 

j  J  7  /  ,  , 

reward,  he  was  promifed  Levi’s  portion,  the 
bleffed  reward  of  the  fandluary ;  he  fhould 
have  the  tenth;  which  fhould  be  brought  in, 
found  and  good;  fo  that  it  fhould  be.  for 
fubflance,  as  the  whole  product  of  the  field 
and  vineyard;  like,  as  the  weight  and  fub¬ 
flance  of  the  teil  tree,  and  the  oak,  remain  in 
them  when  they  have  call  their  leaves;  for, 
fuch  fiiall  he  the  holy  feed,  promifed  to  Chrift. 

And  he  faid,  Go,  and  tcii  tilts  people,  Hear 
ye  indeed ,  but  under  fund,  not ;  and  fee  ye  in¬ 
deed,  but  perceive  not.  Make  the  heart  of  this 
people f  at,  and  make  their  ears  heavy,  and  [hut 
their  eyes ;  left  they  fee  until  their  eyes,  and 
hear  with  their  ears,  and  undent  and  with 
their  heart ,  and  convert,  and  be  healed.  Then 
fold  I,  Lord,  How  long?  And  he  an  fevered. 
until  the  cities  be  walled  without  inhabitant, 
and  the  homes  without  man,  and  the  land 
be  utterly  defolate. — And  the  Lord  have  re- 

J 

moved  men  far  away,  and  there  be  a  great 
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forfaking  in  the  midft  of  the  land.  But  yet  in 
it  fhall  be  a  tenth,  and  it  fhall  return,  and 
fhall  be  eaten :  as  a  teil  tree,  and  as  an  oak, 
whofe  fubflance  is  in  them,  when  they  caft  their 
leaves:  Jo  the  holy  feed  jhall  be  thei\ ubftance 
thereof. 

The  prayer  of  Agur,  Give  me  neither  po¬ 
verty  nor  riches  ;  which,  indeed,  is  the  height 
of  natural  wifdom  ;  (hews  the  truth  of  his 
confeflion,  how  much  he  was  lacking  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Holy:  The  foaring  fpirit 
of  Ifaiah  could  not  flop  at  fuch  a  mediocri¬ 
ty;  but,  like  the  chriftian  foldier,  he  fought 
for  riches,  he  reached  for  glory,  the  twofold 
glory  of  the  crofs  and  crown:  like  bleffed 
Paul,  he  afpired  to  know  Chrifl,  and  the  pow¬ 
er  of  his  refurrehlion,  being  made  conformable 
unto  his  death:  in  the  view  of  a  fervice,  which 
would  make  him  poor,  very  poor;  and  a  re¬ 
ward,  which  would  make  him  rich,  very  rich ; 
he  raid,  Here  am  I;  fend  me!  this,  in  reality, 
was  faying,  Give  me  both  poverty  and  rich¬ 
es!  And,  like  the  Lord  of  Glory,  for  the  joy 
that  was  let  before  him,  at  the  right  hand  of 
the  throne  of  God,  he  would  gladly  endure 
the  crofs  and  defpife  the  fhame. — Bleffed  are 
the  Sons  of  God ! — Yea,  faith  the  Spirit,  I 
knozo  thy  poverty ;  but  thou  art  rich. 

if  any  of  thefe  obfervations  are  fuppofed 
to  be  fompwhat  afide  from  the  fubjedl;  it 
will,  however,  be  acknowledged,  that  the  paf- 
fages  which  ha  ve  direfled  them,  are  among 
the  moll  remarkable  relative  to  the  dotlrine 
of  the  Father  and  the  Son,  and  afford  the 
bell  illuflrations  of  the  truth  of  tf|£  divine  ge- 
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neration,  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  anci¬ 
ent  fcriptures. 

4..  A  fellowfhip,  wherein  two  or  more  Pi¬ 
ties  become  united  in  one  common  intereft, 
is  another  thing  by  which  the  divine  princi¬ 
ple  is  much  illuftrated  in  the  fcriptures :  two 
parties  may  compofe  a  fellowfhip,  but  an  in¬ 
tereft,  common  to  both,  is  neceftarily  luppol- 
ed  in  fuch  a  community ;  which,  as  has  been 
{hewn,  may  alfo  be  a  party :  in  this  cafe,  as 
already  illuftrated,  the  intereft  is  the  Holy 
Ghoft;  and  it  will  be  kept  in  mind,  that  this 
is  the  fame  thing  which  has  been  pointed 
out,  as  the  interejl  in  the  eternal  covenant 
the  gift  which  God  has  bellowed  upon  us,  or 
that  commandment  of  the  Father  which  em¬ 
braces  the  divine  favor,  by  which  is  the  eter¬ 
nal  generation  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  the 
regeneration  of  his  people. 

Whatever  be  the  concern;  whether  in  fome 
bufinefs  of  manufa&ure,  of  farming,  or  of 
trade,  a  fellowfhip  is  ufually  denominated 
and  diftinguilhed  by  the  nature  of  the  inter¬ 
eft  ;  fo  this  matter  of  the  divine  glory  is  ftyl- 
ed  the  j ellovofiip  of  the  Spirit ,  or  the  commu¬ 
nion  of  the  Holy  Ghof. — The  confolation  in 
Chrift,  which  is  the  gift  of  love,  or  the  com¬ 
fort  oi  love,  from  the  Father,  is  ftyled  the  fel¬ 
low  flip  of  the  Spirit;  and,  therefore,  in  this 
one  thing,  7  he  grace  of  the  Lord  Jefus  thrift, 
and  the  love  of  God,  and  the  communion  of 
the  Holy  Ghof,  is  fummed  up  the  gofpel  be- 
nediftion. 

The  Father  is  known  in  this  fellowfhip,  if 
I  may  t?e  allowed  the  ufe  of  the  common  ex- 
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preflion,  by  his  advancing  the  capital:  The 
Son  is  known  in  it,  by  his  taking  charge  of 
tne  invaluable  property,  to  occupy  it,  im¬ 
prove  and  difpenfe  it,  to  the  greatefl  advan- 
tage ;  fo  that  it  fhould  yield  a  valt  profit, 
and  produce  an  immenfe  income  and  reve¬ 
nue.  and  the  Holy  opirit  is  m  it  by  his  pro¬ 
ceeding  freely  from  the  Father  to  the  Son,  to 
be  appropriated  under  his  hand,  and  difpen- 
fed  abroad  for  the  common  inter  eft,  (i.  e.)  for 
the  glory  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
which  is  mfeparable  from  his  own  glory ;  and, 
as  this  matter  has  been  laid  dowm  it  may  be* 
feen  that  this,  in  its  nature,  is  a  common  in- 
tereft ;  for,  the  glory  of  the  Father  cannot  be 
feparated  from  the  glory  of  the  Son,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Son  cannot  be  feparated  from 
that  of  the  Father,  and  the  glory  of  the  Holy 
Ghofl  cannot  be  feparated  from  either.  This 
fellowfhip,  then,  confifts  of  both  the  inherit¬ 
ance  and  the  family  of  God;  it  is  compofed 
of  the  Giver  of  the  eternal  life,  of  the  inheri¬ 
tance  itfelf,  and  of  the  inheritors  of  the  eter¬ 
nal  kingdom. 

But,  how  are  men  brought  into  this  holy 
and  blefled  fellowfhip?  Flere  is  the  manifold. 
wifdomofGod!  Here  are  the  riches  of  his 
glory — the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace! — - 
That  which  zoe  have  feen  and  heard  declare  we 
unto  you,  that  ye  alfo  may  have  fellowjhip  with 
us;  and  truly  our Jellowjhtp  is  with  the  Father , 
and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrijl ,  1  John  i.  o. — 
'1'he  fellowfhip  of  the  faints  generally  is  here 
carried  up  to  the  higheft  fource;  for,  they 
have  received  the  word  of  lij e,  which  has 
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been  delivered  unto  them  by  the  particular 
difciples  of  Chriff,  who  have  declared  and 
witnelfed  unto  them  this  truth;  and  fo,  com¬ 
ing  into  fellowlhip  with  them,  all  believers 
have  fellowfhip  one  with  another :  And  thefe 
difciples,  receiving  the  commandment,  which 
is  eternal  life,  as  it  was  manifefted  and  wit- 
nelfed  unto  them  by  the  Lord  himfelf,  came 
into  the  holy  fellowfhip  with  him;  and  as 
this  is  “  that  eternal  life  which  was  with  the 
Father  even  his  kingdom,  his  power,  and 
his  glory,  in  which  the  fellowfhip  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther  and  Son  confifts ;  it  may  be  faid,  that 
truly  our  fellowfhip  is  with  the  Father ,  and  with 
his  Son  ffefus  Chrifl. 

This  diftin&ion  among  the  faints,  of  par¬ 
ticular  and  genera],  is  founded  in  the  cove¬ 
nant  made  with  Abraham:  He  was  taken 
into  this  bleffed  and  holy  fellowfhip,  by  an 
explicit  covenant,  wherein  God  promifed  to 
be  a  God  unto  him  and  to  his  feed ;  by  which 
he  became  intitled  to  this  eternal  inheritance, 
and  was  made  the  heir  of  the  world.  But,  by 
an  article  inferted  in  this  ancient  charter  of 
the  inheritance  of  the  faints,  given  to  Abra¬ 
ham  and  his  feed,  viz.  That  in  him,  &c. 
fhould  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  bleffed; 
the  door  was  opened  for  the  poor  Gentiles, 
who  were  far  off,  to  come  in  and  partake  of* 
the  infinite  blelling:  Wherefore,  in  or  by 
Jefus  Chriff,  who  was  of  the  feed  of  Abraham, 
the  word  of  life  was  fent  to  the  Gentiles  He 
directed,  he  commanded,  that  the  Gofpel,  the 
unfearchable  riches  of  his  grace,  fhould  be 
preaoied  unto  us,  that  we  alfo  might  know 


the  Father,  and  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  and  be 
faved. — But  this,  agreeably  to  the  ancient 
compact  with  Abraham,  who,  by  this  cove¬ 
nant,  was  made  the  Father  of  all  them  that  be¬ 
lieve ; — this,  I  fay,  mult  ali  be  done  inftru- 
mentally,  by  Abraham  and  his  feed;  there¬ 
fore,  the  Apoftles  of  Jefus  Chrift,  even  the 
Apollle  to  the  Gentiles,  were  all  of  the  feed 
of  Abraham ;  hence  the  Apoflle  John,  in  his 
epiftle  general,  makes  a  diftinf'tion,  and  ufes 
the  ftyle  of  us  and  you;  That  which  we  have 
[ten  and  heard  declare  we  unto  you,  that  ye 
alfo  may  have  fellowjhip  with  us:  and  truly 
our  fellowjlvp  is  with  the  Father ,  and  with  his • 
Son  Jefus  Chrijl. 

A  diftinfiion,  fomewhat  of  the  fame  na-f 
ture,  exifted  in  the  ancient  church,  between1 
the  tribe  of  Levi,  who  had  the  charge  of  the 
law  and  miniftrations  of  the  altar,  and  the 
people  of  Ifrael;  and  alfo,  in  the  matters  of 
the  kingdom,  between  Judah  and  Ephraim,, 
or  the  body  of  the  nation;  and  fomething  of 
this  nature  everexilts  between  them  who  mi- 
nifler  in  holy  things,  and  them  who  are  mi- 
niftered  unto,  who  may  ever  elleem  it  both 
their  duty  and  privilege  to  make  lome  luita- 
ble  return;  as  the  ApoPde  laid  in  commen¬ 
dation  of  the  Philippians,  chap.  iv.  verfe  15, 
7  hat  in  the  beginning  of  the  go f pel,  they  only 
communicated ,  or  had  feliowihip  with  him,' 
as  concerning  giving  and  receiving. 

But  in  what  manner  fhould  we  fpeak  of 
tins  difpenfation  ol  t li r.  grace  of  God  tow  ard 
us;  that  the  Gentries  fhould  be.  fellow-hei'S 
with  the  holy  Apojllcs  and  F)  op!iets,andoj  the 
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fame  body,  and  partakers  of  his  promifie  in 
Chrijl  by  the  Gofpel . — Wheroj  Paul  was  made 
■a  mini fter,  according  to  the  gift  of  the  grace  of 
God,  by  the  effectual  working  of  his  pozuer, — 
to  make  all  men  fee  what  is  ,the  fellowfhip  of 
the  my  fiery,  which,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world  had  been  hid  in  God,  who  created  all 
things  by  Jefus  Chrijl :  To  the  intent  that  note 
unto  principalities  and  powers,  in  heavenly  pla¬ 
ces,  might  be  known  by  the  church  the  manifold 
wifdom  of  God,  according  to  the  eternal  pur- 
pole  which  he  purpofed  in  Chrift  Jefus  our 
Lord. —  This  is  a  lubjefl  furnilhed  amply  to 
fill  the  mind  with  wonder,  and  to  make  the 
foul  exult  for  ever,  and  cry  with  the  Apoftle, 
0  the  depth  of  the  riches,  both  of  the  wifdom 
and  knowledge  of  God! — Oh,  the  unfearcha- 
ble  riches  of  Chrift  ! 

But  there  is  another  view  of  this  fubjeH 
which  mult  not  be  palled  over,  viz.  The  jel- 
lowjhip  of  the  fujferings  of  Chrijl. — This,  a- 
gain,  will  lead  to  the  contemplation  of  the 
divine  principle,  and  afford  an  illuftration  of 
the  truth  of  the  holy  Trinity,  and  of  the  part 
taken  by  each  divine  perfon  in  this  glorious 
matter  of  the  purpole  and  grace  of  God. — • 
1  he  folemn  and  aftonifhing  fcene  is  defcrib- 
ed,  Zech.  xiti.  7.  Awake,  0  fword,  again ft  my 
Jhepherd,  and  againjl  the  man  that  is  my  fellow, 
faith  the  Lord  of  Hojts:  finite  the  jhepherd, 
and  the Jh eepjhali  be fica  tiered :  and  I  will  turn 
nunc  hand  upon  the  little  ones. — Here  we  con¬ 
template  the  three  perfons  in  the  Godhead,  in 
their  dtlhnfcl  relations: — i'irft,  1  he  Lord,  as 
fuftaining  an  authoiity  and  the  lights  of  gov- 
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ernment :  Secondly,  His  Shepherd,  who  is  his 
Fellow ;  and,  Thirdly,  The  Sword,  which  is 
addreffed  as  a  perfon,  and  which  a6ls  the  pan 
of  an  executor  in  the  divine  will. 

In  conlidering  the  nature  of  a  covenant- 
tranfaftion,  it  has  been  noticed,  that  a  third 
party  is  requifite  in  order  to  witnefs  and  en¬ 
force  the  obligations : — Thus,  The  elders  of 
Gilead  faid  unto  Jephthah,  The  Lord  be  wit¬ 
nefs,  or  hearer,  between  us,  if  we  do  not  fo  ac¬ 
cording  to  thy  words.  Judges  xi.  10. — And 
our  Lord  proved,  againft  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifees,  the  binding  nature  of  an  oath,  ta¬ 
ken  even  by  the  altar,  by  the  temple,  or  by 
heaven;  becaufe,  Whofo  fiall fwear  by  the  al¬ 
tar,  fweareth  by  it,  and  by  all  things  thereon : 
and  whofo  fiall  fwear  by  the  temple,  fweareth 
by  it,  and  by  him  that  awclleth  therein:  and 
he  that fiall  fwear  by  heaven,  fweareth  by  the 
throne  of  God,  and  by  him  that  ftteth  thereon. 
All  which  fhewTs  the  necefiity  of  a  third  par¬ 
ty  being  engaged  in  fuch  folemn  tranfa&ions, 
who  is  able  to  enforce  the  fulfilment  of  the 
flipulations,  or,  in  a  way  of  public  juftice,  to 
avenge  the  wrong. 

It  has  alfo  been  noticed  that,  in  the  eter¬ 
nal  covenant,  the  Lord  Chrilt  Hood  engaged 
as  a  furety  or  trullee  for  his  people;  all  of 
whom,  like  loft  Ihecp,  had  gone  aliray  ;  and, 
therefore,  he  became  liable  to  that  dreadful 
curfe  by  which  the  covenant  was  folemniz- 
ed,  and,  under  the  infinite  weight  of  which, 
he  flood  bound.  And  this  covenant  relati¬ 
on  of  Chrilt  to  his  people,  is  expreffed  in 
this  paflage  by  his  name,  the  Shepherd ;  which 
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name  is  ufed  and  repeated  in  a  manner  that 
feems  intended  to  import  the  ground  of  his 
being  fmitten,  i.  e.  becaufe  he  is  the  Shep¬ 
herd,  and  is  at  the  head  of  the  flock,  and  is 
their  furety  or  fponfor.  He  is  alfo  called  by 
the  Lord  his  Felloio,  by  which  name  he  is 
pointed  out  as  handing  fingly  and  alone  as 
furety  in  the  covenant,  and  as  being  wholly 
refponfible  as  the  contraflor  with  him  ; — 
and  it  evidently  imports  that  there  was  an 
immediate  fellowfhip  between  them  in  the 
high  concern.  And  as  in  this  moll  folemn 
matter,  the  holy  fpirit  was  the  power  engag¬ 
ed  to  perform  the  part  of  the  witnefs  between 
the  parties,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
oath,  he  is  here  called  upon  to  awake,  which 
is  the  word  commonly  ufed  in  the  fcriptures 
when  the  magiflrate,  even  God  himfelf,  is 
addrefled,  in  moving  for  judgment ;  and  he 
is  called  upon  by  the  name  of  Sword,  as  fig- 
nifying  the  nature  of  the  work,  which,  on  his 
part  was  engaged,  and  he  was  now  moved  to 
perform. 

Here,  then,  we  have  a  view  of  the  part  of 
the  Father,  in  the  fellowfhip  of  the  bufferings 
of  Chrift,  in  his  offering  up,  in  relaton  to  us, 
his  only  begotten  and  dearly  beloved  Son; 
together,  with  the  part  of  the  Son  himfelf,  in 
being  by  his  free  confent,  the  offering,  or  the 
Lamb  of  facrifice:  and  alfo,  of  the  part  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  being  the  Swot d  to  per¬ 
form  this  moft  holy  fervice  of  the  altar,  and 
fo,  to  execute  a  deed  in  which  every  idea  of 
love  and  truth  were  united,  and  every  cir- 

cumftanceof  tendernefs  and  faithful  nets  were 
mingled. 
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And,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  I  will  turn 
mine  hand  upon  the  little  ones.  Does  not  this 
found  harfh,  and  favour  of  hardnefs  ?  I  will 
finite  the  Shepherd,  and  the  [keep  oj  the  flock 
fhallbe  fcattered  abroad  ;  and  I  will  turn  mine 
hand  upon  the  little  ones.  Does  not  this  feem 
forbidding?  No,  not  to  them  who  are  fanc- 
tified  by  God  the  Father,  and  by  the  fprink- 
ling  of  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift !  for  they 
have  been  taught  effetfually,  that  the  erofs 
and  the  crown ;  the  cup  of  wormwood  and 
gall,  and  the  wine  of  the  kingdom ;  the 
wounded  broken  fpirit,  and  the  oil  of  confo- 
lation  ;  the  baptifm  of  Thrift's  burial,  and 
the  baptilm  of  his  fpirit  poured  from  on  high ; 
the  fell  owfhip  of  his  bufferings,  and  the  fel- 
lowlhip  of  his  glory  ;  are  things  infeparable 
in  the  divine  will,  and  indifpenfably  neceftary 
in  forming  and  making  perfecl  the  fons  of 
the  living  God, 

Wherefore,  the  apoftle  took  pleafure  in 
infirmities,  and  gloried  in  tribulations  ;  yea 
doubt/efs,  laid  he,  /  count  all  things  but  lofs, 
for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift 
_  Jefus  my  Lord;  for  whom  I  have  fuff ered  the 
lifs  of  all  things,  and  do  count  them  but  dung 
that,  I  may  win  Chnji —  ! hat  I  may  know  him, 
and  the  power  of  his  refur  redion  and  the  fel- 
/  v'/k  {)  o'  his  /'offerings ,  being  made  conform- 
aide  unto  his  death;  if  by  any  means  1  might 
attain  unto  the  refurredion  of  the  dead. 

T  he  acl  of  inauguration,  or  of  letting 
up  one  at  the  head  of  the  people,  as  it  was 
anciently  performed  among  the  tribes  of  Is¬ 
rael  by  the  fign  of  anointing,  or  pouring  up- 
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©11  him  oil ;  from  which  is  taken  the  name 
of  Chrijt ;  as  it  fo  fully  accords  with  the  na¬ 
ture  of  this  eternal  fact,  may  be  expended  to 
afford  one  of  the  highefl  illuflrations  of  the 
divine  principle.  And  here,  again,  a  Trini¬ 
ty  is  neceffarily  contemplated.  Firft,  the  inau - 
gurator,  or  one  who  anoints  or  pours  the  oil 
— Secondly,  the  inaugurated,  or  one  who  is 
anointed  or  receives  the  oil — And,  thirdly, 
the  oil  which  the  anointer  pours  and  the  a- 
Jlointed  receives. 

That  the  holy  anointing  oil,  which  was 
ufed  among  the  people  of  Ifrael  in  the  inau¬ 
guration  of  both  their  high  pried  and  king, 
was  an  emblem  to  fignify  the  Holy  Gho/l,  is  fo 
plain  from  the  fcriptures,  that  it  needs  no  il- 
luffration — both  thefe  offices  were  united  in 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chriff  ;  and,  by  his  anointing, 
he  was  fet  up  as  a  Priejl  upon  his  Throne. 

In  this  view  of  the  great  tranfa&ion,  it  is 
obferved  that  Chriff,  the  anointed  one,  re¬ 
ceives  the  oil  as  the  head,  and  in  behalf  of 
the  people.  This  is  the  fame  thing  which 
has  already  been  illuffrated,  as  in  the  view 
of  a  covenant,  he  receives  the  intcreff  as  our 
furety  ;  or  in  that  of  the  beffowment  of  eter¬ 
nal  life,  he  receives  the  gift  as  our  truflee, 
&c.  Thus  the  precious  ointment  upon  the 
head,  ran  down  upon  the  beard,  even  Aaron's 
beard,  and  went  down  to  the  flirts  of  his  gar¬ 
ments',  upon  which  holy  garments  were  writ¬ 
ten  the  names  of  the  tribes,  and  which  were 
wonderfully  emblematical  of  the  body  of  the 
people,  for  whom  he  was  fet  up,  and  to 
whom  he  miniffered:  And,  fays  John,  Ye 
have  an  undiion  from  the  Holy  One l 
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The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  received  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  that  ointment  mod  precious,  imme¬ 
diately  from  the  Father  ;  and  from  him  it  is 
fhed  forth  upon  his  people.  O  how  deep, 
how  divine  is  this  counfel!  that  the  riches  and 
bleffednefs  of  the  church,  Ihould  be  conftitut- 
ed,  by  this  one  a£i,  together  widi  the  name 
and  the  ever lajling  glory  of  Chrift. 

The  appointment  and  the  anointing  of 
David  to  be  king  over  lfrael,  is  often  alluded 
to  in  the  fcriptures,  to  illuftrate  this  great 
truth  of  the  inauguration  of  Chrift,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  lxxxix  Pfalm,  ver.  20.  I  have 
found  David  my  fervant;  with  my  holy  oil  have 
I  anointed  him.  It  has  been  (hewn  that,  in 
the  divine  principle,  Chrift  was  conftituted 
a  fervant  and  a  Son  by  one  fingle  aft. 
The  fame  aft  which  fent  him  into  the  world, 
and  laid  him  fo  low,  fet  the  crown  upon  his 
head,  and  exalted  him  upon  the  throne  of 
glory  ;  but  as  thefe  dillinft  parts  of  the  dC 
vine  will  unfold  feparately,  in  the  humiliati¬ 
on  and  exaltation  of  Chrift,  the  confecrating 
act  is  fpoken  of  as  being  connefted,  fome- 
times,  with  the  one  and  fometimes  with  the 
other.  Thus,  in  John  x.  36.  this  holy  con¬ 
fecrating  aft  is  connefted,  particularly,  with 
his  humiliation.  Say  ye  of  him,  wham  the 
Father  hath  fanctifed,  and  fent  into  the  world , 
thou  blafphemejl ;  becavfe  1  /aid,  lam  the  Son 
of  Cod  'd  And  in  Heb.  i.  9.  it  is  connefted, 
efpecially,  with  his  glory.  Thou  hajl  loved 
righlemfnefs,  and  hated  iniquity;  therefore 
God,  even  thy  God,  hath  anointed  thee  with 
the  oil  of  gladnefs  above  thy  fellows. 
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Chrift  was  firfl fanElified and  Tent  into  the 
world,  whereby,  in  his  obedience  as  a  fer- 
vant,  he  magnified  the  law  and  made  it  ho¬ 
norable;  and  he  was  then  anointed,  and 
divinely  rewarded,  with  the  oil  of  joy  and 
gladnefs:  fo  alfo,  David  was  firft  proved  as 
a  fervant,  and  being  found  faithful,  he  was 
eflablilhed  in  the  throne  of  the  kingdom  : — • 
I  have  found  David  my  fervant ;  with  my  holy 
oil  have  I  anointed  him.  And  all  this  took 
place  with  David,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  divine  principle,  in  a  covenant-way,  as 
may  be  obferved  in  the  third  verfe  of  this 
Plalm. — I  have  made  a  covenant  with  my  cho - 
fen — I  have  fworn  unto  David  my  fervant: — 
Alfo  verfe  28.  My  mercy  will  I  keep  for  him 
for  evermore,  and  my  covenant  fiall  fand  fa  ft 
with  lum  : — And  again,  verfe  34.  My  cove - 
nant  will  I  not  break,  nor  alter  the  thing 
that  is  gone  out  of  my  lips.  But  fo  long  and 
fo  deep  were  his  trials  and  humiliations,  that 
in  his  agonies  he  exclaimed,  Thou  haft  made 
void  the  covenant  of  thy  fervant ;  thou  haft 
profaned  his  crown  by  ca/ling  it  to  the  ground: 
My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me. 

As  therefore,  the  divine  will  in  Chrift  un¬ 
folds  in  feparate  parts,  according  to  the  great 
diftinCtion  of  a  requirement  and  a  reward, 
or  of  the  law  and  the  promife;  of  a  fervant 
in  receiving  the  commandment,  and  a  fon 
in  receiving  the  inheritance  ; — the  reafon  is 
apparent,  why  the  holy  anointing  is  connect¬ 
ed  with  his  humiliation  and  exaltation  di- 
ftinftly;  and,  in  the  exhibition,  is  repeated; 
Thus  in  Pfalm  xcii.  The  Holy  One  faith.  My 
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horn  fnalt  thou  exalt  like  the  horn  of  an  uni¬ 
corn  ;  I f  tall  be  anointed  with  frefh  oil.  Pie' 
was  once  anointed  in  relation  to  the  great 
work  of  redemption  ;  in  which,  under  every 
circumfiance  of  trial  and  temptation,  he  was- 
fent  forth  to  labour  as  a  fervant ;  and  having 
{hewn  the  rnoft  psrfefi  fidelity  to  the  caufe 
of  truth  ;  having  proved  that  he  loved,  righte- 
oufnefs,  and  hated,  iniquity,  he  is  anointed  a~ 
frefh  with  the  oil  of  joy  and  gladnefs. 

in  like  manner,  David  was  anointed  twice; 
firfl  by  Samuel,  which  was  followed  with  a-' 
fcene  of  warfare  and  fu fieri  rigs  ;  but,  adding, 
as  a  fervant,  he  was  found  faithful — -through- 
all  the  long  and  complicated  fcene,  he  was 
proved  worthy  of  the  kingdom — witnefs  the 
confeffion  of  the  men  of  llrael,  2  Sam.  v.  2, 


Alfo  in  time paf,  when  Saul  was  king  over  us, 
thou  waf  he  that  leddrf  out  and  brcughtcjl  in 
Jfrael.  Wherefore,  he  was  again  anointed 
king  in  PPebron,  which  was  followed  gene¬ 
rally  with  a  fcene  of  royal  grandeur  and’ 
felicity. 

Agre  eably  to  this  dildinflion,  which  arifes 
from  the  nature  of  the  divine  will,  it  may  be 
obferved,  that  the  people  of  Chrift  receive 
from  him  a  twofold  application  of  the  fpirit; 
firfi,  in  regeneration,  or  in  being  iubje&ed  to 
the  law  of  Cod  ;  fecondly,  in  being  fealed 
and  confirmed  by  the  Holy  Comforter:  for 
unlefs  we  have  the  fpirit  of  Chri/1,  we  are 
none  of  his,  we  cannot  be  the  ions  of  God  : 
but,  fays  the  apoftie,  becaufe  ye  are  Jons,  God 
hath  fent  forth  the  /pint  of  his  Son  into  your 
hearts,  crying,  Abba  Father : — And  again. 
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After  that  ye  believed,  ye  were  fealed  with  that 
holy  fpirit  ofproviife.  And  the  fame  is  fpok- 
en  of  by  Ifaiah  Ixi.  3.  To  appoint  unto  them 
that  mourn  in  Zion,  to  give  unto  them  beauty 
for  ajhes,  the  oil  of  joy  /or  mourning,  the  gar¬ 
ment  of  praife for  the  fpirit  of  heavinefs,  that 
they  might  be  called  trees  .of  rightcou/ nefs,  the 
planting  of  the  Lord,  that  he  might  be  glorifi¬ 
ed.  They  who  are  in  afhes  in  Zion,  are  the 
fubjefts  of' grace;  the  fpirit  of  heavinefs  there, 
•is  a  fandlifying  fpirit ;  and  the  prarnifes  are 
made  to  her  mourners  : — Bleffed  are  they  that 
mourn,  for  they f tall  be  comforted ;  they  fhall 
have  beauty  for  allies,  the  oil  0/  joy  lor  mourn¬ 
ing,  the  garment  of  praife  for  -the  fpirit  of 
heavinefs.  This  agrees  with  the  beautiful 
description  of  the  rihng  of  the  church  from 
her  low  and  deeply  humbled  Hate — Pfalm 
ixviii.  13.  Though  ye  have  lien  among  the 
.pots,  yet  fhall  ye  be  as  the  wings  of  a  dove  cover¬ 
ed  with  filver,  and  her  feathers  with  yeilow 


gold. 


As  the  diltindlion  of  the  law  and  the  pro¬ 
mile,  forms  two  of  the  three  great  divifions 
of  the  word  of  God,  which  two  refpedl  the 
work  of  redemption,  every  thing  in  the  work 
of  grace,  will  be  found  to  conform  to  fucha 
view  of  the  divine  principle;  hence,  in  the 
operations  of  the  fpirit,  there  exifls  the  work 
of  the  Jaw,  and  the  comforting  work  ; — the 
work  of  killing  by  the  commandment,  and 
of  making  alive  by  the  promife: — and  hence, 
Jefus  Chrifl  employed  in  the  work  of  the 
miniRry,  Boanerges,  fans  of  thunder ;  and 
Barnabas,  the  Jon  of  conflation ;  yea,  Chrifl 
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Jefus  the  Lord,  who  through  the  Eternal  Spi¬ 
rit  offered  up  himfef,  was  quickened  by  the 
fame,  and  liveth  by  the  power  of  God. 

This  will  lead  to  an  explanation  of  the 
remark  of  Chrift  upon  the  good  work  of  the 
blelfed  Mary  :  She  is  come,  faid  he,  aforehand 
to  anoint  my  body  to  the  burying :  and  alfo,  it 
will  explain  the  diftin£fion  which  appears  in 
the  fcriptures  relative  to  baptifm  ;  which  is 
an  emblem  to  fignify  the  operations  of  the 
Spirit,  viz.  the  baptifm  of  a  burial,  which 
imports  thefervice  work  of  Chrift,  according 
to  the  law;  and  the  baptifm  by  effufion,  which 
imports  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  by 
Chrift,  according  to  the  promife.  Were  the 
nature,  the  connexion,  and  agreement  of 
thefe  things  underftood,  there  would  not  ex- 
ift  that  difputing  and  fchifm  among  the  peo¬ 
ple  which,  in  this  day  of  fcattering  and  dif- 
perfion,  is  every  where  witnefted ;  and  that 
painful,  finful  and  deftruftive  fcene  of  exhi¬ 
biting  one  part  of  the  work  of  grace  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  other. 

The  great  end  of  the  law-work,  which  is 
to  bring  to  fubmiftion  and  under  fubjeftion 
to  the  law  of  God,  is  ordinarily  accomplifhed 
by  the  means  of  parental  government ;  and 
it  has  frequently  been  obferved,  that  when 
the  gracious  work  takes  place  in  this  way,  it 
is,  in  moft  inftances,  effedled  more  infenfi- 
bly ;  and  the  fword  of  the  fpirit  performs 
the  deep  operation,  with  a  much  lefs  tre¬ 
mendous  fhock,than  when  it  is  done  by  fome 

other  more  extraordinary  means. - It  is 

a  merciful  providence  towards  people,  to 
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be  brought  up  from  their  childhood  in  the 
nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord  ;  for 
though  fuch  fubjedis  of  the  work  of  grace, 
be  not  ordinarily,  rent  and  torn  by  the  earth¬ 
quake,  the  temped,  the  lightning  and  thund¬ 
er  of  the  law,  as  many  others  are;  yet  it  is 
found,  that  the  operations  of  the  command¬ 
ment  and  promd’e  upon  their  minds  and 
hearts,  are  as  clearly  dilfinguilhed  by  the  ef¬ 
fects  and  fruits  produced  in  them  ;  and  they 
have  ufually  as  firmly  adhered  to  the  caule 
and  intereff  of  truth,  as  have  thole  who  have 
been  brought  in  by  the  molt  fudden  and  fur- 
prizing  difplays  of  divine  power. 

The  divine  undlion  is  a  teaching,  it  is  truth, 
John  ii.  27.  it  confifts  limply  in  the  dodlnne 
ofChriji,  and  in  a  teaching  to  abide  in  him: 
but  though  it  be  lo  plain  a  matter  as  is  the 
dodlrine  of  Father  and  Son,  the  parental  com¬ 
mandment,  and  the  filial  duty  ;  yet  this  di¬ 
vinely  taught  truth  is  as  hard,  and,  in  dome 
fenfe,  infinitely  harder  to  be  underffood  by 
unhumbled,  unfandfified  fouls,  than  it  was  for 
the  Philiflines  to  find  out  where  lay  Samp- 
fon’s  great  ffrength. 

Pradtieal  remarks  are  not  digrefhons  in  an 
jlluft  ration  of  the  divine  theory;  it  is  all  cal¬ 
culated  for  pradfice.  Mary’s  being  employed 
in  anointing  (  hriff  for  his  burial,  accords 
with  many  m fiances  given  in  the  fcriptures, 
of  the  agency  of  women  in  what  relates  to  the 
precept  of  the  divine  will,  and  which  may  fre¬ 
quently  be  noticed  in  the  Lord’s  houfe.  The 
initiating  of  the  Sons  of  Zion  into  the  fecret 
of  their  Nazarite'hip,  has  ufuailv  been  the 
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good  work  of  the  Lord’s  hand-maids.  Many 
a  Mary  has  been  fuccefsfully  employed  in 
the  honorable  and  bleffed  work  of  training 
them  to  duty  ;  of  teaching  them  the  holy  art 
of  fervice  and  buffering,  of  faith  and  patience ; 
and  in  giving  them,  as  it  were,  their  jirfi  a- 
nointing  with  the  oil  of  the  fanetuary. 

'Thus  David,  in  relation  to  this  part  of  the 
divine  will,  confidered  himfelf  the  woman’s 
fon,  Pfalm  lxxxvi.  lb.  Give  thyjlrength  un¬ 
to  thy  fervant,  and  fave  the  fon  of  thine  hand¬ 
maid.  Again,  Pfalm  cxvi.  Ok,  Lord,  truly  / 
,am  thy  fervant,  /  am  thy  fervant,  and  the  fon 
of  thy  hand-maid:  And  So,  king  Lemuel  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  he  was  trained  to  the  fear 
of  God,  and  taught  to  know  his  vows  by  his 
mother.  The  words  of  king  Lemuel,  ike  pro¬ 
phecy  that  his  mother  taught  him  :  What,  my 
fon?  and  what,  the  fon  of  my  womb?  and 
what,  the  fon  ol  my  vows?  But  when  Mary 
had  come  to  the fepulchre, prepared  to  anoint 
the  dear  body  of  her  Lord  there,  and  met  with 
him  rilen,  and  was  about  to  embrace  him,  as 
often  before  fhe  had  held  his  bleffed  feet,  it 
was  refuted,  as  it  was  not  meet  Ihe  Ihould  do 
this,  w h i  1  it  he  had  not  afcended  to  his  Fa¬ 
ther;  for  his  fecond  anointing,  as  it  related 
to  his  (rim v,  mull  be  given  in  the  eternal  em~ 
brace  o)  his  Father. 

By  this  anointing,  in  the  firfi  infiance,  the 
power  of  God  is  laid  upon  his  elect  people, 
to  Subject  them  to  his  law;  to  give  them  re¬ 
pentance,  and  to  work  laith  in  them;  and  in 
the  fecond,  they  are  inverted  with  the  pre¬ 
rogatives,  empowered  with  the  gifts,  tmd 
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made  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God,  as  faith  the  Evangelift,  But 
as  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  pow¬ 
er  to  become  the  Sons  of  God,  even  to  them 
that  believed  on  his  name.  John  i.  12. — And 
again,  But  this  fpake  he  of  the  Spirit,  which 
they  that  believe  on  him fhould  receive:  for  the 
Holy  Ghoft'zf&f  not  yet  given,  becaufe  that  fe- 
fus  was  not  yet  glorified.  John  vii.  39. — For 
the  law  was  given  by  Mofes,  but  grace  and 
truth  came  by  Jefus  Chrift :  And  the  church,, 
to  which  Mofes  miniflered,  is  therefore  cha- 
rafterized  as  a  woman: — And  fhe  being  with 
child,  cried,  travelling  in  birth,  and  pained  to 
be  delivered — - and  fhe  brought  forth  a  man- 
child  ;  and  the  remnant  of  her  feed  are  a Ifo 
chara£lerized'  as  being  men.  Rev.  xii. 

Fa£fs  may  be  fo  great  as  to  overfill  and 
fwallowup  the  created  mind;  yet  they  may 
foeinveftigated,  they  can  be  known  ;  and  thus, 
fays  the  apoftle,  That  ye  being  rooted  and 
grounded  in  love-,  may  be  able  to  comprehend; 
with  all  faints,  what  is  the  breadth,  and  length, 
and  depth,  and  height;,  and  to  know  the  love  of 
Chrif,  which paffeth knowledge.  Eph.iii.  And 
when  we  trace  up  this  grace  to  its  eternal 
fource,  it  is  found  to  exifl  in  a  matter  of  fafct ; 
in  the  view  of  which,  with  wonder  and  ador¬ 
ation,  all faints  may  contemplate,  may  I  be  al¬ 
lowed*  to  fay, -comprehend,  the  breadth,  and 
length,- and  depth,  and  height  of  the  love  of 
God;  and,  by  which,  they  may  meafure  the 
breadth  and  length  ofeternity ;  take  the  foun¬ 
dings  of  the  greateft  deep,  and  the  highelt 
altitudes  of  heaven. 
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God,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  is  thus  glorified  by  one  aft;  which  is 
the  fame  that  glorifies  his  people. — In  this 
anointing,  the  inaugurator  is  made  Father , 
and  is  glorified  by  the  riches  of  his  gift;  the 
inaugurated  is  made  Lord  and  Chrifl,  and  is 
glorified  by  being  fet  upon  the  holy  hill  of 
Zion ;  and  the  oil,  the  confecrating  agent,  re¬ 
ceives  the  facred  name  of  Holy  Ghoft,  and  is 
alfo  glorified  by  being  poured  fo  abundantly 
upon  the  Holy  One,  and  by  his  power  in  the 
difpenfation  of  Chrifl.  And  by  the  fame  a- 
ncinting  of  the  glorious  Head,  his  church  is 
created,  his  body  is  formed;  receives  its 
name  of  the  church,  his  body,  &c.  and  is  alfo 
glorified  by  being  perfeftea  therewith  in  the 
knowledge  of  Chrifl,  and  filled  with  all  the full- 
nefs  of  God. — This,  all  this,  we  may  under¬ 
hand  and  enjoy,  whilft  unceafingly  we  are 
tonftrained  to  cry,  O  the  depth!  O  the  un- 
fearchable  riches! 

(}.  There  a~e  three  that  bear  record  in  hea¬ 


ven,  the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
and  thefe  three  are  one ,  1  John  v.  7. — This 
record  undoubtedly  relates  to  the  divine  prin¬ 
ciple:  and  it  being  confidered  in  this  view, 
affords  not  merely  a  proof  of  the  exiltenceof  a 
matter  of  record,  in  which  three  perfons  are 
afting  together,  and  are  one;  but  alfo,  it  af¬ 
fords  an  illuftration  of  the  diftinft  parts  of 
the  divine  will,  and  of  the  particular  part 
which  each  perfon  of  the  I  nnity  bears  in 
the  great  and  folemn  tranfaftion. 

The  record  is  borne  in  heaven  by  the  Fa¬ 
ther.  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghoff. —  lbs 
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Father  beareth  it  by  conftituting  the  Lord 
Chrift,  in  that  covenant  ol  his,  which,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  exhibits  him  as  the  foundation  and  head 
of  all  worlds:  This  is  done  by  his  bringing 
him  into  the  world,  and  faying,  Let  all  the 
angels ,.  or  fervant  s-  of  God  worjhip  him ;  par¬ 
ticularly,  this  is  done  in  the  world  of  nature 
by  declaring  him  to  be  the  Beginning — in  the 
world  of  grace,  declaring  him  to  be  the  an¬ 
gel,  or  fervant  whom  he  will  uphold,  becaufe 
his  name  is  in  him — and  in  the  world  of  glory, 
faying,  This  is  my  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am 
well  pleafed,  hear  ye  him: — The  Word  bear¬ 
eth  it  in  that  free  confent  of  Chrift  to  the  di¬ 
vine  covenant  or  will,  which,  in  efteft,  mani- 
fefteth  the  commandment,  eternal  life  or  glo¬ 
ry  of  the  Father — This  is  done  by  his  per¬ 
forming  the  covenant  work,  and  receiving 
the  promifed  reward; — And  the  Holy  Gholt 
beareth  it  by  being  the  agent  in  confecrating 
Chrift  to  the  divine  altar,  and  in  being  given 
unto  him  as  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promife, 
which,  in  efte£t,  bare  him  through  his  mod 
arduous  work  as  a  fervant,  and  rewardeth 
and  glorifieth  him  as  the  Son  of  God — This 
is  done  by  his  defending  and  remaining  upon 
him,  and  operating  under  him. 

,  Some  have  objected  againft  the  authority 
of  this  text,  and  would  confider  it  as  an  in¬ 
terpolation  in  the  fcriptures,  as  it  is  not  found 
in  fome  copies  of  the  New  Teftament;  but 
it  is  ufelefs  to  make  this  obje£lion,  whilft  the 
declaration  is  found  to  be  in  fuch  perfeft  a- 
greement  with  the  whole  body  of  the  word 
of  God,  and  the  fa£ts  fet  forth  are  feen  to  be 
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true. — A  matter  of  record  is  plainly  one  of 
thofe  tranfa&ions  between  parties,  the  nature 
of  which,  as  we  have  fully  illuftrated,  necef- 
farily  fuppofes  a  Trinity:  and  certainly  the 
parties  concerned  in  fueh  a  matter,  may  be 
one  in  will. — It  is  faid  of  a  man  and  his  wife, 
that  for  the  caufe  of  marriage,  they  twain  {hall 
be  onejlefh;  this,  doubtlefs,  may  be  under¬ 
flood:  Again,  it  is  laid,  that  he  that  is  joined 
unto  the  Lord  is  one  Spirit,  i.  e.  he  is  One 
with  the  Lord;  the  meaning  of  this  is  plain; 
And  here,  it  is  faid,  that  thefe  three  are  one; 
the  fenfe  of  which  is  equally  obvious.  It  is  a 
known  faft,  that  the  Father,  the  Word,  and 
the  Holy  Ghofi,  do  bear  record  to  the  truth 
of  Chrift ;  it  is  known,  alfo,  that  this  is  the 
matter  of  the  divine  will,  and  that  thefe  three 
are  one  in  this  great  concern.  Therefore, 
whether  the  text  be  an  interpolation  or  not, 
we  know  it  is  the  truth. 

And  there  are  three  that  bear  witnefs  in 
earth,  the  Spirit,  the  Water,  and  the  Blood: 
and  thefe  three  agree  in  one.  1  John  v.  8.  It 
will  be  obferved,  that  this  witneffing  in  earth 
is  merely  the  effefl,  or  unfolding  of  the  di¬ 
vine  principle,  or  record  in  heaven;  and  is 
the  theory  we  have  already  contemplated, — - 
Different  views  are  offered  of  the  fame  fub-' 
je£l,  in  order  to  render  it  more  familiar. 

This  witneffing  in  earth,  which  compre¬ 
hends  the  whole  divine  exhibition,  agrees  in 
one,  i.  e.  the  Spirit,  the  Water,  and  the 
Blood,  which  are  the  expiefiions  of  the  di¬ 
vine  will,  in  the  three  ffates  ol  the  creation; 
agree  in  witneffing,  or  proving,  that  the  re- 
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cord  of  God  is  true. — Thofe  divine  names, 
which,  as  recording  the  truth  of  Chrifl  in 
heaven,  or  thefe  as  witnefling  it  in  earth,  are 
let  up  in  the  fcriptures,  for  our  way-marks 
in  exploring  the  heights  and  depths  of  the 
wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God. 

And,  whatever  view  we  take  of  the  fubjeft, 
it  will  appear,  that  the  difcovery  of  the  Trini¬ 
ty  is  as  neceffarily  included  in  the  difcovery  of 
the  Divine  Being,  as  the  knowledge  of  light 
and  heat  is  included  in  feeing  and  feeling  the 
fun.  This  is  the  principle  of  divine  knowledge; 
from  this  fource  is  all  we  know,  and  all  that 
can  be  known  ;  and,  doubtlefs,  all  that  does 
exitt  of  divine  truth. — -But  the  fource  is  am¬ 
ple,  for  the  record  is  full;  there  are  three 
that  bear  it  in  heaven,  and  three  that  witnefs 
it  in  earth.  From  thebeginning  it  was  inferib- 
ed  in  the  natural  world  throughout. — Long 
ftnee  it  was  fully  witnefied  in  the  world  of 
grace;  and  now,  at  length,  it  is  borne  up  on 
the  ground  and  pillar  of  the  world  of  glory. 
The  true  doftrine  of  the  Trinity  is  eltablilh- 
ed  by  the  teftimony  of  every  revelation  from 
heaven,  and  of  every  work  of  creation  and 
providence  difcoverable  on  earth. 

The  opinion  which,  with  fo  much  adur- 
ance,  has  been  every  where  propagated,  that 
the  Trinity  in  the  Godhead,  and  mode  of  di¬ 
vine  exiltence,  is  a  myflery,  or  inexplicable 
invifibility  of  God,  which  is  not  capable  of 
being  deferibed,  explained,  and  illuflrated, 
as  are  other  divine  fubjedts,  is  taking  away 
from  men  the  key  of  knowledge,  and  leaving 
their  minds  locked  up  iu  darknefs,  ignorance. 
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and  delufion. — This  divine  doftrine  is  great 
and  wonderful,  as  every  thing  elfe  refpefting 
God;  and,  being  the  principle  of  all  divine 
things,  it  is  mojl  great  and  wonderful,  In  this 
fenfe  the  Trinity,  or  the  relation  of  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  is  indeed  a  myftery ; 
but  in  no  other  fenfe. 

The  divine  principle,  or  this  matter  of  re¬ 
cord  in  heaven,  is  the  high  fource  of  divini¬ 
ty;  and  the  Father  bearing  it,  (by  bearing  it, 
I  mean  afling  in  it,)  is  the  divinity  of  the 
Father;  the  Word,  or  covenant- fubjeft,  bear¬ 
ing  it,  is  the  divinity  of  the  Word;  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  Promife  bearing  it,  is  the  di¬ 
vinity  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

Refpe£ling  the  divinity  of  Chrift  particu¬ 
larly,  it  will  be  obferved,  that  this,  with  the 
doftrine  of  the  Trinity,  is  of  courfe  demon- 
ftrated  in  the  Divine  Theory;  it  is  as  necef- 
farily  and  apparently  included  in  its  princi¬ 
ple,  and  evidenced  in  every  unfolding  opera¬ 
tion,  as  light  and  heat  are  included  in  the 
fun,  and  conveyed  in  his  beams. 

Our  Lord  laid,  I  and  my  Father  are  one. 
John  x.  30.  this  he  explained  by  faying, — 
1  he  Father  is  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  verfe  38. 
the  meaning  of  which  he  clearly  explained  to 
be  this,  That  the  Father  was  in  him  by  his 
commandment  and  blejfing;  and  that  he  was 
in  the  Father  by  obedience  to  his  will  and  pow¬ 
er,  as  his  beloved  Son:  this  will  appear  plain 
by  examining  the  whole  paffage — If  I  do  not 
the  works  of  my  Father,  believe  me  not,  ver.  37, 
i.  e.  believe  not  that  I  and  my  Father  are 
one ;  which  had  juft  before  been  afferted,— 
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But  if  I  do,  though  ye  believe  not  me,  believe 
ike  zvorks:  that  ye  may  know  and  believe  that 
the  Father  is  in  me,  and  I  in  him. — Here  our 
Lord  cited  the faSls  of  his  obedience  diXiA  pow¬ 
er,  to  prove  that  he  and  his  Father  were  one; 
or,  that  the  Father  was  in  him,  and  lie  in  the 
Father.  But  if  this  union,  as  fome  have  fup- 
pofed,  be  fome  myflerious  thing,  peculiar  to 
the  Divine  Being,  how  is  it  known  to  exilt 
by  ChrilFs  doing  the  works  of  his  Father:’ 
It  is  often  aliened,  in  the  face  of  the  text,  that 
the  truth  of  the  divine  perfonal  union  can 
only  be  known  to  us  by  the  declarations  of 
it  which  are  made  in  the  feriptures.  But  our 
Lord  faid,  that  it  might  be  known  alfo  by  the 
works  which  he  did.  Here  is  a  plain  contra- 
diftion  between  Jefus  Chrift  and  not  a  few 
modern  teachers. — In  the  other  palfage,  John 
xiv.  where  our  Lord,  in  his  reply  to  Philip, 
ufed  the  fame  manner  of  exprelhon;  the  ar¬ 
gument  is  the  fame  as  here  in  his  reply  to  the 
Jews;  Behevef  thou  not,  that  1  am  in  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  the  Father  in  vied  the  words  that  I 
fpeak  unto  you,  I  [peak  not  of  myfelf:  but  the 
Father,  that  dwelleth  in  me,  he  doth  the  works. 
Believe  me  that  I  am  in  the  Father,  and  the 
Father  in  vied  or  clfe  believe  vie  for  the  very 
work’s fake.— it  appears,  therefore,  that  there 
is  no  myllery  in  the  Father’s  being  in  the  Son, 
and  the  Son  in  the  Father;  it  is  a  plain  mat¬ 
ter,  otherwife  than  as  the  glorious  truth  is  ob- 
feured  by  falfe  doftrine. 

According  to  this  T  heory,  the  Father,  the 
Word,  and  the  Holy  Gholt,  are  infeparably 
one ;  for  neither  of  them  can  be  conceived 
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to  exift  out  of  that  tranfablion  which,  in  the 
fenfe  in  view,  conftitutes  them  one.  In  each 
of  the  illuftrations  given,  if  the  tranfa&ion 
itfelf  is  fuppofed  not  to  be,  nothing  of  this 
nature  can  remain  in  perception :  or,  if  ei¬ 
ther  party  is  fuppofed  to  be  wanting,  the 
whole  view  fubfides  in  the  mild.  For  in- 
ftance,  in  the  view  of  a  covenant,  let  the  fa£t 
be  objefted,  arid  the'  whole  matter  is  fet 
afide  ;  or  fuppofe  either  the  covenant-mak¬ 
er,  the  fubjefct,  or  the  intereft  not  to  be,  and 
the  whole  in  the  fame  manner  is  afFebled,- — 
So  it  appears  demonftrably,  that  the  Father, 
the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  are  one  in 
nature,  and  infeparable  in  exiftence  and 
being. 

Whoever  truly  contemplates  this  fubjeft, 
will  perceive  that  the  charabiers  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther  and  the  Son  neceftarily  involve  each 
other,  and  coexift — that  the  Father  is  necef- 
farilv  in  the  Son  and  the  Son  in  the  Father. 
In  the  nature  of  things,  without  a  child  there 
is  no  parent — the  Son  as  neceftarily  gives  the 
charafter  and  name  of  the  Father,  as  the  Fa¬ 
ther  makes  or  conftitutes  the  Son ;  and  we 
can  know  the  Father  only  by  knowing  the 
Son  ;  and  knowing  the  Son,  we  muft  know 
the  Father.  They  are  characters  neither  of 
which  can  pre  exift ;  but  which  neceftarily 
exift  together,  and  conflitute  each  other,  as 
do  the  charablers  of  hufband  and  wife.  ., 

This  obfervation,  made  in  contemplating 
the  nature  of  the  divine  principle,  is  fully 
confirmed  by  the  fcriptures  of  truth.  No 
man  knozveth  the  Son  but  the  Father ,  neither 
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nnoweth  any  man  the  Father,  fave  the  Son t 
and,  he  to  whomfoever  the  Son  will  reveal  him . 
Matt.  xi.  27.  He  that  hath  feen  me  hath  feen, 
the  Father.  Believe  me  that  I  am  in  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  the  Father  in  me  ?  or  tlfe  believe  me 
for  the  very  work's Jake.  John  xiv.  9 —  1 1.  By 
which,  doubtlefs,  (hould  be  underflood,  not 
merely  his  miracles,  but  the  whole  work  in 
which  he  declared  the  Father,  For  the  truth, 
that  the  Son  is  in  the  Father,  and  the  Father 
in  the  Son,  we  have  the  teflimony  of  both 
the  Word  and  the  a£lual  exhibition — we  may 
believe  this  doctrine  on  the  credit  of  the 
fcriptures  reporting  the  fa£t;  and  we  may 
believe  it  Upon  the  evidence  of  the  very  fa6t 
exhibited  to  our  eyes. 

The  Father,  is  Chrift’s  word  or  ex  predion 
— the  name  is  given  by  him — He  f, hall  cry 
unto  me,  thou  art  my  Father.  Pfal.  Ixxxix. 
26. — And  the  word  Son,  is  the  expreflion  of 
the  Father — he  gives  his  name — His  name 
fhall  be  fonned,  or  called  Son.  Pfal.  lxxii. 
17.  Or,  as  we  have  the  defires  and  expres- 
fions  of  each  one  in  connexion.  Pfal.  Ixxxix. 
26,  27.  Hefkadl  cry  unto  me,  thou  art  my  Fa¬ 
ther  ;  alfo  /  will  make  him  my  firjl-born.  The 
chara&er  and  work  of  Chrifl  is  fully  expres- 
fed  in  his  crying  Abba,  Father;— and  the 
character  and  work  of  the  Father  is  wholly 
comprifed  in  his  fonning,  or  making  Chrif! 
his  firft-born; — and  the  character  and  work 
ot  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  alfo  comprifed  in  the 
fame  idea.  The  eulogizing  *  of  the  Sort 
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is  the  fpirit  of  the  Father;  and  crying  Ab¬ 
ba  Father,  is  the  fpirit  of  the  Son  ; — the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghoft  is  therefore  the  fpirit  of  the  Father 
and  of  the  Son.  The  Trinity  and  Unity  ot 
the  Godhead  is  mod  clearly  demondrable. 
It  appears  by  the  matter  of  fact  offered  in 
the  divine  will,  that  the  Father,  the  Son,  and 
the  Holy  G hod,  are  infeparable  in  exiftence  ; 
one  God,  the  fame  in  fubftance ;  for  that 
will,  commandment  ancl  blejjing,  in  which  they 
are  one,  is  the  divine  fubitance;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  as  afting  together,  primarily  and  elfen- 
tially,  in  that  will,  they  are  equal  in  power 
and  in  glory.  ,  .  ,  • 

And  as  the  divine  principle,  will,  or  re¬ 
cord  is  eternal,  each  perlon  abting  in  it,  or 
bearing  it,  is  neceflarily  eternal.  In  the  dis¬ 
play  of  the  divine  principle,  however,  the 
characters  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  do  necelfarily  bear  the  date  of 
time,  and  appear  in  an  order  : — Here  there 
is  a  day  of  the  exhibition  of  the  Son,  and 
therefore  a  day  of  the  manifeftation  of  the 
Father  ;  and  alfo,  there  is  here  a  day  of  th« 
ihedding  forth  of  the  Ildy  Ghojl,  which  is  the 
day  of  God’s  power. 

The  idea  entertained  by  fome,  of  the  ex- 
illence  of  a  Father  before  the  Son,  is  evident¬ 
ly  the  imagination  of  the  exiftence  of  fome 
being  before  the  Godhead,  or  the  Alpha,  the 
Fil'd  and  Beginning  ;  or  before  that  difco- 
verable  Divine  Being,  whofe  exiftence  can 
be  conceived  of  only  as  a  .Trinity. 

it  is  effentially  requifite  to  the  nature  and 
exiftence  of  a  firft  principle,  that  it  be  fed- 
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dependent:  and  whatever  is  felf-dependent 
mult  be  a  firlt  principle;  but  the  divine  will 
is  acknowledged  to  be  fuch,  Howgrofsly  ab- 
lurd  is  it,  therefore,  to  conceive  and  talk  of 
fomething’s  exifting,  upon  which  this  ac¬ 
knowledged  felf-dependent  principle  is  fup- 
pofed  to  depend,  belides  itfelf  ? 

But  as  we  know  that  this  principle,  the  di¬ 
vine  purpofe  or  will,  is  itfelf  eternal, and  bears 
all  the  divine  characters;  wTe  fhall  leave  the 
fuppofition  of  any  pre-exifting  being  or  thing 
to  the  fancy  of  dreamers  — The  eternity  of 
God’s  purpofe  is  unfolded  in  the  Divine 
Theory;  and  the  fubjeCt  of  this  eternity  will 
fully  fatisfy  the  children  of  wifdom;  but  the 
gazing  empty  eyes  of  the  fool  will  not  be  fa- 
tisfied  with  roving  to  theutmofl  limits  of  the 
univerfe. 

An  objeftion  may  arife  to  our  confidering 
a  principle,  of  the  voluntary  nature,  as  the 
Divine  Being. — But  God  is  a  Spirit;  and 
what  other  idea  may  be  formed  of  a  fpirit, 
than  that  of  a  voluntary  principle?  A  good 
fpirit  is  a  good  principle,  and  an  evil  fpirit 
an  evil  principle. — And,  why  fhould  it  be 
thought  objeflionable  that  mere  principle,  of 
a  voluntary  nature,  fhould  be  defined  as  an 
aftive  rational  being — May  we  entertain  any 
other  idea  of  a  good  fpirit  than  that  of  a  vo¬ 
luntary  harmonious  principle,  and  of  an  evil 
fpirit  but  the  contrary?  The  fcriptures  teach 
that  God  is  light,  truth,  love,  &c.  wdiich  is 
merely  the  idea  of  good  principle;  and  that 
the  Devil  is  theoppofite;  falfe  principle, 
darknefs,  error,  enmity,  &c. — The  apoltle 
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John  faith,  Believe  not  every  Spirit,  but  try 
the  Spirits,  whether  they  are  of  God.  Hereby 
know  ye  the  Spirit  of  God.  Every  Spirit  that 
confejfeth  jfefus  Chrift  in  the  flefh  is  come,  is 
of  God.  And  every  Spirit  that  confefjeth  not 
jfefus  Chrif  in  the  flefh  is  covie,  is  not  of  God; 
and  this  is  that  of  Antichrift. — Here,  by  fpirity 
is  certainly  meant  principle: — And  of  the 
Word  of  Life,  which  we  have  heard,  which  we 
have  fesn  with  our  eyes,  which  we  have  looked 
upon,  and  our  hands  have  handled ;  which  is 
fb  evidently  the  principle  we  have  illuftrated- 
as  a  covenant,  a  record,  &c.  he  faith.  This  is- 
the  true^God,  and  eternal  life. 

But  there  is  another  view  of  the  divine 
fubieft,  which  it  may  be  neceffary  farther  to* 
illuftrate,  in  order  to  (hew  the  argument  of 
the  Theory ;  which  is,  that  the  truth  of  Chrift 
is  all  and  in  all ;  all  eftentially  and  all  decla- 
ratively.  The  divine  principle  has  been  flat' 
ed  and  illuflrated  as  being  of  the  nature  of  at 
covenant  tranfadtion,  or  a  matter  of  record- 
between  parties;  and  it  has  been  fhewn.thaC 
the  idea  of  the  divinity  of  the  Father,  of  the 
Word,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghofi  confifts  in  their 
being  immediately  concerned,  and  their  ac- 
ting  together  in  this  eternal  compadi.  It  has 
been  {hewn,  moreover,  that  the  matter  tranf- 
a fled,  or  what  was  fo  done,  was  the  inftitu* 
tion  of  a  Chrift,  or  the  fetting  up  of  one  as: 
the  foundation  and  head  of  the  world;  fo^ 
that  in  the  truth  imported  by  this  name, 
Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  is  eomprifed  the  whole 
body  of  divinity,  and  in  him  all  fullncfs 
dwells. 
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Here,  in  the  parts  eflentially  aided  in  the 
.compact  concerning  this  inftitution  of  the 
Lord  Chrift,  we  view  the  divinity  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  of  the  Word,  and  of  the  Holv 
Ghoft:  Flere  we  are  directed,  as  to  the  eter¬ 
nal- fource  of  all,  by  the  declarative  divinity 
of  the  heaven  and  the  earth,  the  feriptures, 
ordinances,  angels  and  faints ;  all  which  con- 
fids  in  their  witneffing  this  truth. — Here  we 
contemplate  that  all  efficient  afrfion  and  fate, 
which  in  effect  f  ramed  the  worlds :  And  here 
we  behold  not  only  the  mere  efficient  caufe, 
butalfothe  virtual  foundation  and  head,  the 
life  and  the  light  of  the  world. 

The  divine  record  -relates  wholly  to  the 
truth  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus:  This  is  the  re¬ 
cord,  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life: 
end  this  life  is  in  his  Son , —  The  Father  and 
■the  Holy  Ghoft  bear  record  to  Chrift;  but 
the  Word  beareth  record  of  himfelf;  Jam 
Vie  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life.  John  xiv. 
6. — Here  then  we  tnuft  look  alone  for  effen- 
tial  divinity :  Here  is  the  difcoverable  Divine 
Being;  the  Source  of  light  and  life,  and  of 
every  divine  manifeftation;  Here  we  are  di- 
refded  to  difeover  that  fadi,  the  report  of 
which  carries  in  it  every  manifeftation,  or 
■revelation  of  God.  And  what  do  we  difeo¬ 
ver  here;'  The  Foundation  and  Head  of  all 
worlds,'  viz.  a  Chrift e — Chrift  the  Beginning 
-of  the  creation,  the  Angel-Chrift,  and  Chrift 
jefus. — Verily,  and  indeed,  a  foundation  and 
head;  a  Chrift  in  virtue  and  flrength,  in  life 
4and  glory;  Which  in  his  limes  he Jhall Jhew, 
-‘rwka.is -the  blejfcd  and  only  Potentate ;  the  King 
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of  Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords. — And  which 
glorious  truth  was  the  good  confeffton  he 
witnefied  before  Pontius  Pilate. 

The  word,  or  will  of  God  in  the  beginning 
was  the  divinity  exhibited  in  the  creation: 
the  name  or  will  of  God  in  the  angel  was  the 
divinity  unfolded  in  all  the  exhibition  in  that 
character;  and  the  Word  being  made  flefh, 
and  dwelling  among  us,  as  Chrifl  the  Son, 
fully  difplayed  the  divine  will,  and  is  the  di¬ 
vinity  of  the  gofpel. — As,  therefore,  Chrifl 
brought  into  the  world,  is  the  Divine  Being 
all  exprefled — God  manifest, ;  it  follows,  that 
all  divinity  is  in  him  eflentially : — all  the  full - 
nefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily.  It  appears,  there¬ 
fore,  that  the  doftrine  of  Chrifl  is  our  prin¬ 
ciple,  and  our  argument;  our  alpha  and  our 
omega,  our  firfl  and  our  lafl,  our  beginning 
and  our  conclufion. 

The  diftinftion  noticed,  between,  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  teffimony  of  divine  truth,  and 
of  the  aftual  exhibition,  is  of  the  fame  nature 
as  the  diflin&ion  between  the  light  of  the 
fcriptures,  and  of  reafon. — When  we  fpeak 
of  the  light  of  nature,  or  of  reafon,  it  fhould 
be  diftinguifhed  from  mere  intelleft,  and  al- 
fo  from  opinion.  I  have  obferved  that  people 
often  mean  by  reafon  their  belief  or  opinion, 
and  when  they  fay,  that  certain  things  do  or 
do  not  comport  with  their  reafon,  110  more 
is  meant,  than  the  agreement  or  difagreement 
of  thofe  things  with  their  adopted  belief  or 
opinion.  But,  though  the  opinions  of  men 
may  be  very  different,  and  very  ablurd,  rea¬ 
fon  mult  be  every  where  one  and  the  fame 
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confiftent  thing,  viz.  the  reafon  of  things ; 
which  being  difcovered  by  the  in  tel  left,  forms 
the  truth  and  rationality  of  the  mind. 

The  true  idea  of  reafon  is  far  from  being 
fomething  which  neceffarily  fubfifts  in  the 
human  mind;  i  mean  in  a  fallen  hate;  for 
without  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  who  is  wif- 
dom  and  knowledge,  man  is  the  molt  irra¬ 
tional  being:  it  is  the  rationality  of  all  God’s 
works,  which  undoubtedly  has  its  origin  in 
the  divine  principle. 

We  know  that  ail  reafoninv,  or  logic,  is  a 
triple  ratio,  and  may  be  {imply  comprifed  in 
a prep  option,  a  fubjecl  or  mediate,  and  a  re¬ 
fit  It  or  concLujion: — This,  certainly,  bears  a 
linking  analogy  to  the  diflinft  parts  of  the 
divine  will,  as  illuflrated  in  the  Theory. — 
The  fame  thing  is  obferved  of  mathematical 
dernonftrations,  of  the  harmony  of  founds  * 


*  ec  So  refined  and  myfterious  is  the  effcdt  of  mufical  con- 
4‘  cord,  that  fome  learned  artilts  have  difcovered  in  it  an  ima^e 
<(  oF  the  Supreme  Source  of  all  order  and  harmony. — A  writer 
“  of  the  laft  (17th)  century,  (Mr.  Symfon,)  who  compefed  a 
“  valuable  Treatife  upon  Mafic,  has  the  following  obferva- 
<c  tion  : — When  I  farther  confder  that  three  founds,  placed  by 
<c  the  interval  of  a  third  one  above  another,  do  corf  it  ute  one  en- 
“  tire  harmony,  which  governs  and  comprifcs  all  the  founds  which, 
<c  hy  art  or  imagination ,  can ,  at  once,  he  joined  together  in  ?nn- 
*c  Jical  concordance  ;  this  I  cannot  but  think  a  fig  nif  cant  emblem 
ef  of  that  fupreme  and  incomprehenfible  THREE  in  ONE,  go- 
verning,  comprifing,  and  difpojtng  the  whole  machine  of  the 
ec  world ,  with  all  its  including  parts,  in  a  mojl  perfect  and fiu- 
pendous  harmony . 

“  This  phylical  Trinity,  ns  an  abfolute  facl  in  mufic,  mufi: 
“  be  evident  to  every  beginner  in  the  fcience;  and  it  is  aTrin- 
“  ity  in  Unit)  ;  but  it  is  a  mirror  in  which  many  eyes  will  dif- 
<e  cern  no  image:  With  me  it  is  a  matter  of  final  1  concern, 
tc  how  an  aliufion  would  be  reliihed  by  a  Middleton,  a  Baylc, 
“  or  a  Voltaire,  whole  minds  were  poifoned  by  a  difaffedion 
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and  of  numberlefs  movements  and  alTociar- 
tions  in  the  natural,  moral,  and  divine  worlds* 
which  have  often  been  confidered,  as  llrong- 
ly  corroborating  the  doftrine  of  a  Trinity  in 
relation  to  the  great  Firft  Caufe. — This  rea- 
ion  conftitutes  our  Theory.  The  Divine  Be- 
incr  is  a  rational  beinsj;  and  his  works,  which 
are  defignecl  to  manifeft  his  eternal  power 
and  Godhead,  mult  be  rational  works,  and 
fuch  mod  apparently  they  are  ;  and  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  truth  of  the  Divine  Being  in 
his  works  \or  in  his  word,  is  all  the  reafon 
that  ex  ids  in  the  mind;  and  a  man  has  no 
more  reafon  than  he  has  knowledge  ol  God, 
— 'That  is  a  truly  enlightened  and  rational 
man,  who  may  fay  of  x\\t  perfect  will  of  God* 
7  'his  is  my  reafon;  and  who  embraces  and 
holds  what  agrees  with  this,  as  agreeing  with 
his  reafon,  and  no  more, 

vr  to  truth.  Certain  it  is,  whatever  ufe  we  may  make  of  the  prin- 
ciple,  that  the  com  pais  of  all  harmony  can  afford  us  no  more 
**  than  three  founds  in  concord,  however  they  may  be  multi- 
plied  by  repetitions;  and  that  if  they  are  perfectly  in  tune, 
they  conftitute  one  found,  which  an  unpra&ifed  ear  would 
4‘  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  decompofe. — In  the  harmonies* 
we  have  them -included  within  the  fyftem  of  a  fingle  note-; 
4<  and  in  the  serial  confonance,  two  concordant  notes  will  gen- 
erate  a  third  to  complete  the  t ri p! icity  of  the  harmony.  So 
appofite  is  this  picture  when  compared  with  the  original, 
«•  that  1  fhould  be  forry  to  take  the  refemblaace  for  the  work 
“  of  chance.  And  where  is  the  wonder,  if  nature  and  revela- 
tion,  which  have  the  fame  author,  fhould  fpeak  the  fame  lan- 
*■*  guage?  It  would  rather  be -wonderful  if  they  did  not. 

It  Mr  Symfon’s  allulion  is  juft,  and  founded  in  the  na- 
v  tu;e  of  thirgs,  it  teaches  us  this  important  truth,  that  when 
u  the  praifes  of  the  Creator  are  offered  up  by  the  church,  with 
founds  of  harmony,  we  pay  our  tribute  to  him  in  that  coin 
41  which  bears  his  image  and  fuperfeription  /  and  thus  we  ren- 
dcr  unto  God  that  which  is  properly  his  own." 

jr  no  v  r  a  s  s  o  R  o  w’.;  is  say  o  n  -s  g  u  r  id  a  n  d  m*u  s«i 
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And  it  is  not  ftrange,  that  the  attempts  of 
sfrien  to  reafon  together,  or  to  come  together 
by  reafoning,  as  they  cal!  it — laborious,  mul¬ 
tiplied,  and  long,  continued  attempts — whet* 
the  principle  and  theory  of  reafon  is  not  ac¬ 
knowledged,  not  only  prove  fruitlefs,  but 
prove  controverfies,  widening  the  diflerences,- 
exciting  hatreds,  and  often  ending  in  war. — 
This,  however,  is  ftrange  indeed,  that  thele 
reafoners  and  difputers  never  get  difcoura- 
ged,  lufpeff  their  falfe  ground,  and  give  over 
their  fruitlefs  and  criminal  attempts  1 

The  fcriptures  are  confidered  as  the  hif- 
tory  and  revelation  of  faffs,  attefted  by  every 
poffible  authority ;  but  reafon  diftinguifhed 
from  revelation,  is  confidered  as  the  evidence, 
refulting  from  the  confiftency,  agreement, 
and  harmony  of  the  faffs  themfelves. — The 
fcriptures  inform  us  that  God,  Aleim,  made 
the  world,  and  the  works  of  creation  declare 
plainly  the  fame  thing. -The  fcriptures  teach 
that  God  exercifes  a  care  and  government 
©ver  his  works,  and  the  events  of  Providence 
elearly  manifeft  the  fame  truth;  and  the  fcrip¬ 
tures  witnefs  that  the  Father  and  Son  are 
one — that  the  Son  is  in  the  Father,  and  the 
F ather  in  him ;  which  is  the  great  gofpel  doc¬ 
trine;  and  the  works  of  filial  obedience,  and, 
the  power  which  accompanied-  the  Lord  Je- 
fus  Chrilt  in  the  world,  and  which  Hill  attends 
his  doffrine,  fully  prove  their  teflimony.  So 
that,  according  to  the  words  of  Chrilt,  we 
may  believe  either  the  declarations  of  divine 
truth, or  the  faffs  themfelves,  which  are  there¬ 
by  attefted.  Believe  ms  that  1  am  im  the  Bay 
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iher,  and  the  Father  in  me?  or  elfe  believe  ms 
for  the  very  work’s  fake. 

A  (Danger,  vifiting  at  Salem,  is  told  by  his 
friend,  that  the  town  is  almoft  encircled  by 
two  rivers,  or  arms  of  the  fea;  one  extend¬ 
ing  on  the  north  fide,  the  other  on  the  fouth. 

r  y  ' 

He  believes  his  friend;  but  he  may  go  out 
and  furvey  the  fituation  of  the  town,  and  be¬ 
lieve  his  own  eyes. — A  man  may  believe  the 
feriptures  of  divine  truth,  and  rationally  ex- 
ercile  his  mind  in  their  divinity;  and  he  is 
criminal  if  he  does  not ;  but  he  may  alfo  fur¬ 
vey  the  operation  of  divine  truth, exercife  his 
mind  in,  and  give  credit  to  the  divinity  of  the 
work  itfelf;  and  if  he  does  not  do  this,  he  is 
no  lefs  criminal. 

Inferences  from  fafts  have  generally  been 
coniidered  as  being  wdthin  the  province  of 
reafon;  and,  doubtlefs,  in  many  indances, 
one  fa£t  may  be  clearly  inferred  from  ano¬ 
ther;  but,  on  this  ground,  there  is  more  room 
for  conjefture  and  doubt.  I  confider  this  traft 
as  hazardous,  and  fhall  attempt  it  with  cau¬ 
tion.  The  reader  is  already  apprized  that  the 
demondration  of  the  Divine  Theory  confids 
in  the  divine  operation;  and  that  our  illuf- 
trations  will  be  chiefly  made,  by  bringing  in¬ 
to  view  the  works  of  God  as  they  are  known 
to  us  by  the  feriptures,  and  what  we  fee  and 
experience. 
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PART  I. 


THE  BEGINNING: 


Illustrating  the  truth  of  christ  as  being  ...a 

HEAD  OF  THE  CREATION. 


CHAPTER  I. 

OF  ETERNAL  THINGS.  . 

Seftion  1 .  The  Prc-exiftcnce,  and  ejfential 

Glory  of  Chri/l. 

i.  /OHRIST  is  from  everla fling. 


v-y  The  eternity  of  Chrift  is  included  in 
what  has  been  (hewn  of  his  divinity,  or  of  his 
bearing  an  elfential  part  in  the  matter  of  the 


divine  will;  but  the  truth  of  his  eternal  ex- 
iftence  is  fo  important  to  the  argument  be¬ 
fore  us,  that  I  wifli  to  bring  it  particularly  in¬ 
to  view. 

According  to  the  Theory,  the  divine  eter¬ 
nal  principle  exifts  in  a  matter  of  voluntary 
aftion,  or,  in  a  will  or  purpofe  with  its  effi¬ 
cient  aftion.  A  dormant  purpofe  is  not  the 
purpofe  of  God.  The  divine  will  cannot  be 
conceived  to  exilt,  but  as  expanding  or  oper¬ 
ating;  which  primary  operation,  as  already 

/%  •  -m  «  •  m  _  * 


fhewn,  conftituted  the  Beginning,  the  pre- 
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exigent  Chrift:.  He  is,  therefore,  as  neceffariv 
ly  eternal  as  is  the  purpofe  of  God. 

To  this  agree  the  fcriptures:  /  (Wifdom,) 
was  fit  up  from  everlajling ,  in  the  beginning , 
Prov.  viu.  23. — Chrift,  the  beginning,  was, 
therefore,  from  everlafting.  He  is  called,  7 he 
everlajling  Father,  Ifaiah  i 6. — And  again. 
Thou,  0  Lord,  art  our  Father,  our  Redeem¬ 
er,  thy  name  is  from  everlafting,  Ifaiah  lxiii. 
16, — But  thou  Bethlehem  Ephraiah,  though 
thou  be  litile  among  the  thou  funds  of  Judah', 
yet  cut  of  thee  Jhall  he  come  forth' unto  me,  to 
be  ruler  in  Jfrael,  whofe  goings  forth  have 
been  from  of  old,  from  everlafting,  Mic.  v. 
2. — According  to  the  eternal  purpofe,  which  he 
purpofed  in  Chrijl,  Eph.  iii,  11. — As  the  di¬ 
vine  purpofe  was  purpofed  in  Chrift,  he  muff 
have  Been  as  ancient  and  eternal  as  the  pur- 
pofe  or  will  of  God. — And  he  is  before  all 
thi  ngs,  and  by  him  all  things  conjifi,  Col.  i.  17,. 

2.  There  exills  an  eternal  heaven. 

The  view  we  have  taken  of  the  divine  will, 


as  of  a  principle  expanding  and  operating;, 
implies  neceftarily  a  pre-exiftent  and  eternal 
flate  of  elevation  and  glory:  And  thus,  the 
inauguration,  or  letting  up  of  Chrift,  implies 
a  throne  and  kingdom;  and  as  this  work  is 
eftcntial  to  the  divine  principle,  Inch  a  king¬ 
dom,  power  and  glory,  mult  have  been  co- 
exifterrt  with  the  divine  will.  Moreover,  tins 
eternal  truth  of  Chrift  implies,  that  the  hea¬ 
ven  of  God  exills  in  fact,  and  has  a  real  fo  rm; 
and  that,  according  to  the  divine  will,  it  coir- 
lifts  of  parts,  and  is  a  frame  of  things,  fuch  as 
may  be  reprefented  by  a  building,  an  koule. 
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or  a  city;  the  whole  01  which  is  included  in 
that  intereft,  called  eternal  life ,  which  was 
given  to  us  in  Chrifl  Jefus  before  the  world 
■was. 

And  as  this  glory  was  given  to  Chrifl  for 
us,  and  actually  received  by  him  before  the 
world  began,  the  Giver  was  elevated  or  glo¬ 
rified  therebv,  and  the  Receiver  was  elevated 
or  glorified  therein ;  and  the  prcmifes  and 
goods  thus  bellowed  and  received,  /hone  out 
like  a  glorious  horde  opened  for  ufe,  or  like 
a  treafure  taken  in  inventory. — 'Hence,  the 
name  of  the  God  of  Glory,  the  Lord  oj  (Gory, 
and  the  King  of  -Glory. 

To  this  alfo  agree  the  fcriptures.  Abraham 
looked  for  a  city  which  hath  foundations,  w/iojir. 
builder  and  maker  is  God,  Rv  this  city  being 
to  defcribed  and  diltingmlhed,  as  having 
foundations,  nothing  lefs  than  its  eternal  na¬ 
ture  can  be  imported;  and  by  its  builder  and, 
maker  being  God,  it  is  expreffed  to  be  his 
work,  in  a  higher,  and  altogether  different 
fenfe,  from  that  of  his  being  the  builder  anti 
maker  of  all  things  which  are  temporal,  and 
which  will  be  changed  and  pafs  away. 

Our -Lord  faid,  What  and  if  ye  Jhall  fee  the 
'Son  of  Man  of  and  up  where  he  was  before.? 
John  vi.  62. — This  place  to  which  our  Lord 
afcended,  where/he  was  before  he  came  into 
the  world,  muff  he  eternal;  and  fo  it  is  de¬ 
fcribed  in  the  Plaints,  Lift  up  your  heads,  O 
ye  gates,  and  be  ye  lifted  up,  ye  everlalting 
doors,  and  the  King  of  Glory  /halt  come.  in. — 
Who  is  the  King  of  Glory?  The  Lord,  prong 
and  mighty — the  Lord  mighty  in  battle,— Lif  t 
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up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates,  even  lift  than  up, 
ye  everlafling  doors,  and  the  King  of  Glory 
fiall  come  in. — Who  is  the  King  of  Glory? 
The  Lord  of  Hof  s,  he  is  the  King  of  Glory. 

?  We  know,  faith  the  Apoftle,  that  if  our  earth¬ 
ly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle  were  diffolved,  we. 
have  a  building  of  God,  an  houfe  not  made  -with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  This,  undoubt¬ 
ed,  was  the  great  original  of  the  pattern  which 
the  Lord  (hewed  Mofes  in  the  mount;  and 
it  is  here  fpoken  of  as  the  property  of  believ¬ 
ers,  for  it  was  given  to  them  in  thrift  Jefus. 

■ — We  have  a  building  of  God;  an  houlenot 
made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens, 

John  faw  th e. great  city,  the  holy  ferufalevi. 
defending  out  of  heaven  from  God,  having  the 
glory  of  God.  Lffential,  eternal  glory  is  here 
evidently  intended;  for  by  its  having  the 
glory  of  God,  this  city  is  defcribed  and  diflin- 
guifhed  from  all  fuch  other  things  as  are 
merely  declarative  of  the  glory  of  God:  and 
to  exprefs  the  fame  thing,  it  is  faid,  that  the 
glory  of  God  did  lighten  it,  in  diflinftion  from 
the  light  of  the  fun,  and  the  moon,  and  all 
created  light. — I  his  is  called  the  tabernacle 
of  God,  Rev.  xxi.  3,  and  mull  be  the  fame 
which  is  called  a  building  of  Cod,  not  made 
with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens ;  and  the 
high  and  holy  place ,  where  the  Moll  High 
dwelleth. 

God  is  faid  to  dwell  in  light,  which  no  man 
in  a  mortal  Hate  can  approach  unto;  and  the 
faints  gone  to  God,  are  diltinguifhed  from 
thole  in  the  body,  and  called  faints  in  light,: 
We  underfland,  however,  by  God’s  dwelling 
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in  light,  no  more  than  his  dwelling  in  hea¬ 
ven:  and  by  the  departed  faints  being  in 
light,  no  more  is  underflood  than  that  they 
are  gone  to  God  in  heaven.  But,  that  light 
and  glory  in  which  God  dwells,  and  which 
renders  him  inyifible  and  inacceiTible,  mull 
be  in  its  nature  eternal. 

What  other  titan  immortal  glory  could  be 
that  throne,  teen  by  the  elders  of  llrael,  when 
they  went  up  with  Mofes  into  the  mount  of 
God  ;  which  they  deferibed  to  be,  as  it  were 
a  paved  work  of  a  fapphire  flone,  and  as  it  were 
the  body  of  heaven  in  his  clcarru  fs  ?  Or  that 
been  bv  ifaiah,  upon  which  the  Lord  was  fit¬ 
ting,  high,  and  lifted  up? 

What  but  elfential,  eternal  glory,  was  that 
adorable  vifion,  opened  to  Ezekiel,  of  the 
living  creatures,  the  wheels,  and  the  Imma¬ 
nent  and  throne;  the  defeription  of  which  he 
calls  the  likenefs  of  the  glory  oj  God  ;  and  at 
the  fight  of  which  he  fell  upon  his  face  ?  Or 
that  of  Daniel,  of  the  throne  on  which  the 
Ancient  of  Days  did  fit ;  which  he  deferibes 
to  be  as  the  fiery  jlame,  and  his  wheels  burn¬ 
ing  fire?  What  was  that  bright  cloud  which 
overlhadowed  the  dilciples  in  the  mount  ol 
transfiguration,  andthebrightnefs  which  they 
then  law  upon  the  countenance  and  raiment 
of  the  Lord  f  The  evangelift  fays,  behold,  a 
voice  out  of  the  cloud,  which  [aid,  this  is  my 
beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well  plea  fed ;  hear 
ye  him  :  but  Peter,  relating  the  fame  glorious 
(eerie,  fays,  He  received  from  God  the  Father 
honour  and  glory,  when  there  came  finch  a  voice 
to  him  from  the  excellent  Glory,  This  is  my 
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beloved  Son,  in  whom  lam  well pleafed.  And 
this  voice  which  came  from  heaven  we  heard t 
when  we  were  with  him  in  the  holy  mount. 
This  cloud  t!  ien  was  Heaven  ;  excellent  Glo¬ 
ry  ;  glory  uncreated,  transcendent  and  di¬ 
vine. 

And  what,  a]  fo,  was -that  great  white  throne , 
which  John  faw,  upon  which  was  feated  the 
judge  of  all  p  That  this  throne  belongs  ef- 
fentially  to  the  word  of  God,  and  is  of  the 
eternal  fubftance,  is  evident;  for,  whild  the 
earth  and  heaven  were  feen  to  dee  away,  and 
there  was  found  no  place  for  them  ;  this 
hands,  and  fupports  dill  the  ad  mini  drat  ion 
•of  eternal  judgment. 

The  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light  is 
called  an  eternal  inheritance  :  and  Paul  fays 
to  the  Corinthians,  we  drive  for  an  incorruf- 
i able  crown;  and  again,  to  T  imothy,  Hence - 
jorth  there  is  laid,  up  forme  a,  crown  of  right- 
eoufnefs,  -which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge 
fnall  give  me  at  that  day :  and  not  to  me  only , 
but  unto  all  them  that  love  his  appearing. — 
James  fays,  Blefjed  is  the  man  that  endureth 
temptation :  jor  when  he  is  tried  he  Jhall  re¬ 
ceive  a  crown  of  life,  which  the  Lord  hath 
promifed  to  them  that  love  him :  and  Peter 
Pyles  it  a,  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away. 
This  is  that,  eternal  iatered,  lo  often  called 
a  kingdom  and  city,  which  is  prepared  for  the 
faithful,  and  was  given  to  them  in  Ohrid  Je- 
fus  before  the  world  was  ;  on  which  account 
they  are  called  bieffed  of  the  Father,  and  God 
1 1  not  afhamed  to  be  called  their  God.  i  hefe, 

■  in rely,  ..are  eternal  things. 
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Wherefore,  faith  the  Apodle,  We  look  not 
at  the  things  which  are  feen,  but  at  the  things 
which  are  unfeen  :  Jor  the  ill  ngs  which,  are 
feen  are  temporal ;  but  the  things  which  are 
not  feen  are  eternal. 

3.  The  eternal  Heaven  conhfts  of  didinfc 


parts. 

As  the  Heaven  of  God  exids  in  the  eter¬ 
nal  operation  of  the  divine  principle  :  accor¬ 
ding  to  theory,  it  mud  be  conceived  of  as  be¬ 
ing  a  world,  and  to  have  a  frame  and  real 
form,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  divine 
will  ;  all  which  glory  is  contained  in  the  cl- 
fential  word  of  God. 

And  to  this,  again,  agree  the  fcriptures. 
The  pattern  (hewed  in  the  mount,  had  dif- 
tinft  parts,  and  was  a  certain  form  and  frame, 
according  to  which  Moles  was  commanded 
to  make  all  things  in.  his  divine  economy  : 
which,  as  we  have  noticed,  was  a  pattern  of 
heavenly  and  eternal  things  ;  thoie  things, 
therefore,  mud  themfelves  have  diftinft  parts. 


and  be  a  molt  ulorious  form  and  frame  of  e- 
ternal  workmanfhip.  This  pattern,  upon  a 
great  lcale,  was  threefold,  and  (hewed  three 
didinft  parts;  and' the  fame  device  unfol¬ 
ded  in  numberlefs  views  of  the  whole  won¬ 
derful  druct  ure. 


The  glory  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  which  the 
elders  with  Mofes  law  in  the  mount  Horeb, 
is  In  like  manner  defcribed  as  with  a  form, 
and  as  having  the  fame  did  indl parts  and  three¬ 
fold  glory  i  fird,  a  glory  like  as  to  a  ground  , 
or,  as  it  were  ap  wed  work  of  afapphire  Jlone : 
lecondl y,  a  glory  in  likcnefs  as  to  aacx nanfe  j 
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br,  as  it  were  the  body  of  Heaven  in  his  clears 
■nefs  :  and  thirdly,  -a  glory  that  was  above  and 
filled  all. 

i  he  word  of  the  Lord  came  exprefsly  un¬ 
to  Ezekiel,  in  the  vifion  he  law  by  the  river 
Chebar  ;  and  the  defcription  he  gives  of  it 
bears  the  lame  imprelfion  and  hkenefs  ;  it 
had  a  form,  and  the  fame  diliihdl  parts  and 
threefold  glory  ;  the  view  here  given  of  the 
cherubim,  wheels,  &c.  whole  running  and 
returning,  emitted  glory  the  moll  powerful, 
like  a  flalh  ol  lightning  ;  is  wonderfully  ex- 
prelfive  of  that  part  of  the  divine  will  exhib¬ 
ited  in  the  fervice  work  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrill:  And  that,  given  of  the  Spirit,  in  o- 
bedience  to  which  the  living  creatures  and 
wheels  went,  and  the  voice  from  the  firma¬ 
ment  that  was  over  them,  when  they  Jlood,  or 
had  done  the  work  they  were  lent  to  do,  ac¬ 
cords,  exactly,  with  the  will  of  the  Father, 
which  fent  forth  Chrill  into  the  world,  and 
which  announced  him  as  his  beloved  Son; 
and  alfo,  the  view  which  we  have,  as  of  a 
throne,  and  of  one  in  appearance  as  a  man 
above  upon  it,  agrees  perfectly  with  the  flats 
Ol  Chrilt’s  exaltation. 

It  will  be  underllcod,  that  I  only  hint  at 
the  truth  contained  in  thefe  vifions ;  they  are 
views  of  a  whole  world,  and  each  one  con¬ 
tains  a  full  fyflern.  In  this  of  Ezekiel  there  ^as 
'a  fire,  or  a  glory  infolding  itfelf,  and  awheel 
in  ike  middle  of  a  wheel.  But  it  may  be  feen 
that  ever  appearance  Ihewed  the  fame  de¬ 
vice,  and  that  the  whole  is  comprifed  in  the 
divine  principle,  or  will  ol  God,  contained 
in  the  doctrine  of  Chrill. 
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Daniel,  alfo,  deferibes  this  effential  glory 
of  God.  diftintlly,  and  as  being  threefold : — 
Firft,  his  garment  was  white  as  fnozu,  and  the 
hair  of  his  head  like  the  pure  wool. — It  is  ob¬ 
served,  that  the  difciples  allude  to  this  de- 
feription,  in  fpeaking  of  the  glory  of  Chrift 
in  the  mount  of  transfiguration,  that  his  rai¬ 
ment  became  finning,  exceeding  white  as  fnow ; 
fo  as  no  fuller  on  earth,  can  -white  them:  Se¬ 
condly,  Jus  throne  was  like  the  Jlcry  Jlavie : 
and,  thirdly,  his  wheels  as  burning  fire. — * 
The  order  of  the  defcription  here  is  reverfed. 
It  appears,  therefore,  both  from  the  divine 
theory,  and  the  tefhmony  of  the  feriptures, 
that  in  our  heavenly  Fathers  houfearc  many 
mansions, 

4,  The  heaven  of  God  is  a  realm  and  do¬ 
minion. 

The  inflitution  of  Chrift,  or  the  fettingup 
of  a  king,  implies  a  throne  and  kingdom; 
and  as,  according  to  theory,  the  Lord  Chrift 
was  fet  up  from  everlafting,  we  are  led  to 
contemplate  a  realm  and  government  of  eter¬ 
nal  glory. 

And  to  this,  moreover,  agree  the  feriptures : 
From  everlafting  to  everlafting,  thou  art  God, 
Pfalrn  xc.- — God  is  a  name  of  authority,  and 
implies  the  exercife  of  power  and  govern¬ 
ment.  Thy  throne  is  ejlablijhed  of  old:  thou 
art  from  everlafting,  Pfalm  xciii.  i.  e.  he  is 
king  from  everlafting. — Who fe  kingdom  is  ait 
■everlafting  kingdom,  Daniel  vii,  27. 

That  eminent  divine,  Dr.  Thomas  Good¬ 
win,  remarking  upon  the  word  potentate,  in 
the  Doxology,  1  Tim.  vi.  15,  obferved,  that 
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it  referred  not  only  to  the  dominion  of  the' 
Lord  over  a!i  created  things,  but  a! To  to  a* 
kingdom  feated  in  himfelf ,  and  to  an  exercife 
of  power  and  fovereignty  in  his  own  eternal 
rpoje. 

This  kingdom  is  fet  out  in  the  feriptures' 
by  a  throne;  ju/lice  and  judgment  are  the  ha¬ 
bitation  of  thy  throne,  Pfalm  lxxxix.  ver.  14  ; 
by  a  guard,  Who  isjlrong  like  unto  thy  faith¬ 
fulness  round  about  thee?  ver.  8  :  by  mace- 
bearers,  Honor  and  majejly  are  before  him , 
Pfalm  xevi.  and  by  harbingers,  and  commif- 
h oners;  Mercy  and  truth  Jh all  go  before  thy 
face ,  Pfalm  lxxxix.  14.  He  Jkall  fend  from 
heaven,  Whom  (hall  he  fend?  God fiall fend 
forth  his  mercy  and  his  truth,  Pfalm  lvii. — -• 
Creatures  might  fail;  but  if  mercy  and  truth 
— his  mercy  and  his  truth  be  employed  to- 
difpatch  the  bufmefs  of  his  promifes  and 
threatenings,  and  to  accomplifh  all  his  plea- 
fare,  they  will  do  it  thoroughly. — The  Lord 
rcignethjie  is  clothed  with  majejly,  Pfalm  xciii, 


i. 


•iVlajefly  is  his  eternal  robe.  His  kingdom- 


began  from  everlaUing:  he  reigned  within- 

o  O  O 


himfelf  from  eternity:  Then  it  was,  that  by 
one  almighty  aft,  he  clothed  himfelf  with  ma- 
jefly,  and  covered  himfelf  with  light;  and  was> 
exalted  and  glorified  in*  his^zora  ftrevgth. 

It  has  often-  been  noticed  in  the  feriptures,- 
how  remarkably  the  word  heaven  is  joined' 
with  the  appropriate  tde  of  the  name  leather; 
as  though  this -glory  of  God  in  heaven,  and 
this  his  relation  to  his  people  in  Thrift,  luh- 
fifted  together,  and  were  inseparable.  I  will 
only  inllance  from  Matth,  And  glorify  your 
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Father  which  is  m  heaven,  v.  1 6.  1  had  y  e  may 
he  the  children  of  your  Father  which  is  in  hea¬ 
ven,  ver.  45.  /fc  yo  therefore  per  feci,  even  as 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect,  ver, 
48. — 0Mr  Father  which  art  in  heaven ,  vi,  9. 
//ore  mwrA  jhafl your  Father  which  is  m 

heaven,  give  good  things?  vii.  11.  But  he  that 
doth  the  will  of  my  Father  -which  is  in  heaven , 
-ver.  21.  Him  will  I  confcjs  alfo  before  my  Fa¬ 
ther  winch  is  in  heaven,  x.  32.  Him  will  I  al¬ 
fo  deny  before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven , 
ver,  33. — Fief  and  blood  hath  not  revealed  it 
unto  thee ,  but  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven , 
xvi,  17.  Their  angels  do  always  behold  the Jace 
of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven,  xviii.  10. — * 
It  (hall  be  done  for  them  of  my  Father  which  is 
in  heaven  ,  ver.  1  g.—For  one  is  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven,  xxjii.<g* — Your  heavenly 
Father  will  at fo  forgive  you,  vi.  14  .—Yet  your 
heavenly  Father  feedeth  them ,  ver.  2 S.—  iour 
heavenly  Father  kno  weth  that  ye  have  need  of 
ail  thfe  things ,  ver.  32. — -  Every  plant  w ’  ich 
my  heavenly  Father  hath  not  planted  fall  be 
> rooted  up,  xv.  13. — So  likewife  fall  my  hea- 
ly  Father  do  alfo  unto  you,  xviii.  35.  And,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  divine  theory,  it  appears  that 
the  eternal  glory  of  God,  even  his  own  hea¬ 
ven,  and  his  relation  to  a  throne  and  domin¬ 
ion  there,  exifts  in  that  fame  tranfa&ion, 
which  conflitutes  his  relation  ol  Father  and 
God,  both  to  Jefus  Chrift  and  to  his  people. 
The  fame  cbfervation  may  be  made,  re- 
fpecting  the  appropriate  or  covenant  ufe  of 
the  name  God;  that  it  is  never  fo  ufed  but 
in  connexion  with  heaven,  and  eternal  things* 
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The  firff  time  that  the  word  God  was  ufed 
with  a  relative,  was  in  the  covenant  of  proni- 
ife  to  Abraham,  which  included  the  eternal 
intereft;  and  it  was  then  tiled  in  the  future 
tenfe,  I  will  be  their  God ;  but  when  Abra¬ 
ham,  Ilaac,  and  Jacob  were  gone  to  heaven, 
the  name  was  ufed  relatively  in  the  prelent 
tenfe,  as  at  the  burning  bulb,  lam  the  God  of 
Abraham,  &c. — The  firlt  time  that  the  name 
of  God  is  tiled  with  a  relative,  in  the  prelent 
tenfe,  is  in  his  word  to  Jacob,  Gen.  xxxi.  14. 
1  am  the  God  of  Bethel,  ‘where  thou  anoint  edit 
the  pillar:  but,  this  was  none  other  but  the 
houje  of  God,  and  the  gate  of  heaven.  And  very 
frequently  he  is  called  the  God  of  heaven ,  in 
order  to  exprefs  his  covenant  relation  to  his 
people. — And  the  firlt  time  this  great  name 
was  ufed,  in  this  manner,  in  relation  to  the 
people  of  Ifrael,  was,  when  the  Lord  appear¬ 
ed  to  deliver  them  from  their  bondage  in  E- 
gypt,  and  to  fet  their  faces  towards  the  land 
of  promife;  and  after  they  had  palled  the 
Ked  Sea,  it  is  obferved,  that  Moles,  in  this 
refpecl,  much  changed  his  Ityle,  and  feldom 
wrote  the  glorious  name,  hut  with  lorne  ap¬ 
propriating  word ;  and  as  they  drew  nearer 
and  nearer  to  this  type  of  the  heavenly  world, 
his  manner  of  writing  the  name  of  the  Lord 
our  God,  and  of  adding  its  relatives,  became 


Hill  more  and  more  remarkable. 

In  like  manner,  our  Lord  J'  ftis  Chrift,  as 
foon  as  he  had  called  his  difciples,  and  fepa- 
rated  them  from  the  world,  began  to  teach 
them  to  fay,  Oitr  Father ,  &c.  but  it  is  obferv¬ 
ed,  that  this  peculiar  Hyle,  became  more  fa- 
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miliar  and  imprefii  ve  toward  the  doling  fcene; 
efpecially  in  his  laH  difcourle  to  them  at  the 
lupper. 

It  is  not  recorded  that  our  Lord  ufed  the 
word  my  God,  but  twice;  once  whilfl  hanging 
upon  the  crofs;  and  again,  audrefiing  Mary, 
when  about  to  afcend  into  heaven,  he  laid. 
Go  to  my  brethren,  and  fay  unto  them,  I  afcend 
unto  my  Father  and  your  Father ,  and  to  my 
God  and  your  Gcd — And  wherever,  in  the 
New  Teliament,  we  have  nearer  views  of  the 
heavenly  glory,  the  appropriate  ufe  of  this 
name  becomes  more  familiar,  and  its  rela¬ 
tives  more  frequent;  as  in  Rev.  iii.  21.  Him 
that  overcometb  will  I  make  a  Pillar  in  the 
Temple  of  my  God,  and  he  float  l  go  no  more  out : 
and  /  will  write  upon  him  the  name  of  my  God, 
and  the  name  of  the  city  of  my  God,  which  is 
New  ffer  ufaletn,  which  comet h  down  out  of  hea¬ 
ven  from  my  God:  and  I  will  write  upon  him 
my  new  name, 

Claude,  remarking  upon  the  preface  of  the 
Lord’s  Prayer,  Our  Father  which  art  in  hea¬ 
ven,  laid,  that  God  is  elevated  above  ail  things, 
by  being  made  our  Father.  (Trite  de  la  jullifi- 
cation.)  i  his  was  a  bold exprellion,  but  it  u- 
grees  with  the  truth, 

- — - - 

Section  2.  The  Form  of  God. 

That  Chrill  was  let  up  from  overkilling, 
and  poffelled  a  realm  ol  Glorv  :  wherein  he 
exercifed  a  fovereignty  and  dominion  over 
things  which  are  eternal ;  Ihews  that  he  had, 
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agreeable  to  the  nature  of  the  divine  will,  a 
real  form  ;  one,  the  mod  glorious,  and  as 
diftindi  and  capable  of  being  defined,  as  that 
of  the  fun,  or  of  any  objeft  within  the  fphere 
of  our  contemplation.  This  has  the  fupport 


of  the  fcriptures. 


Chri'ft .  who  is  the  miner,  of  God.  r>  C.nr  fv  a 

robbery  to  be.  equal  with  God  :  But  made  him , 


tug  ike  bnghtnefis  of  Ins  glory,  and,  the  exprefis 
image  of  his  per  fun,  Heb.  i.  g.  Man  is  faid 
to  be  made  in  the  image,  and  after  the  like- 
tufs  of  God,  which  implies  -that  there  is  an 


image  and  form  of  God.  Nebuchadnezzar 
[aid,  Lo,  I  fee  four  men  loofe,  walking  in  the 
midjl  of  the  fire,  and  they  have  no  hurt,  and, 
the  form  of  the  fourth  is  like  the  Son  ofi  God. 

In  the  infiallation  of  Chrift  in  heaven, 
which  divineafction  is  included  effentially  in 
the  divine  principle,  the  whole  matter  of  the  , 
di  vine  will  exifted  in  faff;  in  this  eternal  tranf- 
adiion,  the  Lord  Chrift  prefented  himfelf  be¬ 
fore  the  Father,  with  his  full  conl’ent  to  the 
parental  authority  ;  faying,  Lo,  I  come  to  do 
thy  will,  0  God :  and  alfo  lie  was  received  in 
■the  lull  expreffton  of  the  parental  love,  and 
was  fet  up  as  a  bon,  in  all  the  power  and 
high  authority  of  that  kingdom:  and  being 
thus  in  the  form  of  God,  which  is  that  form 
of  eternal  glory  contemplated  in  the  divine 
will :  and  thus  bearing  the  ftate  of  the  ever- 


Za  fling  Father,;  lie  thought  it  not  robbery  to 
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equal  with  God  :  Hence  he  is  called  the 
mighty  God,  and  the  ever  lofting  Father,  Ifni, 
ix.  6.  As  according  to  the  Divine  Theory, 
the  Son  from  everlaliing  was  put  into  the 
poffelhon  of  the  eternal  throne  and  kingdom 
of  God  the  Father  ;  we  may  fee  the  grounds 
of  its  being  laid  of  him,  Hcb.  i.  8.  Thy  throne, 
0  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever  ;  a  fceptre  of  right- 
eoufnefs  is  the  Jceptre  of  thy  kingdom. 

For  the  fame  reafon,  alfo,  both  the  Father 
and  the  Son  appear  to  be  called  Ancient  of 
Lays,  Dan.  vii.  The  Ancient  of  Days  did  Jit, 
ver,  g.  And  hekold,  one  like  the  Son  of  Man 
came  with  the  clouds  of  heaven ,  and  came  to 
the  Ancient  of  Days,  and  they  ( the  clouds  of 
heaven ,)  brought  him  near  before  him .  And 
there  was  given  him  dominion,  and  glory,  and 
a  kingdom,  that  all  people,  and  nations,  and 
languages Jhould  feme  him :  his  dominion  is 
an  everlafing  dominion,  which  fiall  not  pafs 
away,  and  his  kingdom  that  which /hall  not  be 
deftroyed,  verfes  13,  14.  Flere  we  have  in 
view  the  eternal  truth  of  the  inlfallation  of 
Chrift,  declaratively,  or  in  the  exhibition. 
But  this  one  like  the  Son  0/  Man,  having  re¬ 
ceived  the  kingdom  and  appearing  in  the 
glory  of  the  Father,  is  alfo  called  the  Ancient 
ot  Days,  ver.  22.  irom  whom,  immediately., 
judgment  lhall  be  given  to  the  faints  of  the 
Molt  High,  and  they  fhall  poffefs  the  king¬ 
dom. 

Ancient,  was  the  common  name  or  title  of 
s.  ruler  among  the  Jews,  as  now  fome  tribes 
of  Indians  call  their  chiefs,  xohite  hairs ;  and 
as  foon  as  one  ol  whatever  age  became  a 
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member  of  the  council,  he  was  thus  diftin- 
guifhed  :  See  Ifai.  iii.  Behold  the  Lord  of 
Hafts,  doth  take  away  from  Jerufalcm  the  firu* 
dent ,  and \  the  ancient — and  the  child  [hall  be¬ 
have  himfej  proudly  againjl  the  ancient ,  and 
the  bafe  again  ft  the  honourable ,  Chap.  ix. — - 
The  ancient  and  honorable ,  he  is  the  head  and 
the  prophet  that  teacheth  lies ,  he  is  the  tail,  and 
Chap.  xxiv.  Then  the  moon  fhall  be  confoun¬ 
ded,  and  the  fan  afhamed,  when  the  Lord  of 
Hofts  /hall  reign  in  mount  Zion ,  and  in  fterija- 
lem ,  and  before  his  ancients  glot  imjly  See  alfo, 
Ezek.  v 1 1 1 e  Son  ol  Man  hajl  thou  feeri  what 
the  ancients  of  the  houfe  of  I/rucldo  in  the  dark  ? 
and  Chap.  ix.  Then  thev  began  at  the  ancient 
men  which  were  before  the  houfe . 

The  Father  is  Ancient  of  Days — King  eter¬ 
nal,  immortal,  and  invifible.  And  the  Son,  be¬ 
ing  from  the  beginnings  member  of  coun¬ 
cil,  and  in  the  form  of  God  ;  is  alfo  Ancient 
of  Days.  The  bleffed  and  only  Potentate,  the 
King  of  Kangs,  and  Lord  of  Lords ?  who  only 
hath  immortality ,  dwelling  in  the  light  which 
no  man  can  approach  unto ,  whom  no  man  hath 
fern,  nor  can  fee  :  to  whom  be  honor  and  power 
everlajh  ng .  A  men 

Some,  in  attempting  to  prove  the  divinity 
oFChrifl,  have  confounded  the  diftinflion  of 
Father  and  Son  :  but  this  is  unncceflary  and 
injurious*,  the  divinity  of  the  Son  will  be 
fupported,  not  by  confounding  this  diftinc- 
tion,  but  by  clearing  it  :  Let  the  truth  that 
'/efts  drift  is  the  Son  of  God  be  eflablifhed, 
and  bis  divinity  cannot  be  doubted. 

The  view  which  we  every  where  have  in 


— 
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the  fcriptures,  of  the  exigence  of  an  operation 
of  the  divine  will,  before  the  world  was,  by 
which  Chrift  was  brought  forth  and  fetup  in 
the  glory  of  the  eternal  heaven ;  and  that  he  had 
thus  a  t  eal  form :  this,  together  with  the  man¬ 
ner  ot  his  appearing  in  the  world  previous  to 
his  incarnation,  originated  the  opinion  of  the 
pre-ex  iftence  of  his  human  foul,  and  that  the 
wifdom  and  word  of  God  was  united  to  it 
before  the  world  began.  This  opinion  of  the 
union  of  the  divine  word  with  a  human  foul, 
appears  to  have  been  entertained  by  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  God  previous  to  the  incarnation  of 
Chrift;  and  it  has  been  adopted  more  or  lels 
in  almoft  every  Chriftian  age. — Doubtlefs, 
Arius,  and  others  have  made  ufe  of  this  opi¬ 
nion  for  a  bad  purpofe;  this,  however,  does 
not  prove  it  falfe;  the  moft  mdifputable  doc¬ 
trines  have  been  perverted  for  the  worft  of 
purpofes. 

But,  refpedling  this  opinion,  it  mav  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  a  weighty  objedlion  is  found  a- 
gainft  it,  in  the  difficulty  of  admitting  the 
fuppofition  of  the  cxiftence  of  the  human 
foul  before  the  body;  it  is  alfo  obferved, 
that  the  fadts  which  have  led  to  the  fuppofi¬ 
tion,  are  fully  explained  in  the  Divine  The¬ 
ory  without  it:  yea,  moreover,  it  is  manifeft 
that  the  matter,  which  chiefly  originated  the 
opinion,  belongs  eflentially  to  the  divine  will ; 
and  that  the  operation  itfelf,  and  all  the  im¬ 
mediate  refult  of  it,  is  included  neceffarily  in 
the  eternal  divine  exiftence. 

If  this  opinion  be  admitted,  however,  it 
does  not  materially  alFcdt  the  theory ;  it  is 
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tnerely  contemplating  one  more  link  in  the 
chain  of  divine  operation;  which,  if  a  faff, 
mull  exHl  between  the  divine  purpofe  and 
pnmary  operation,  which  is  the  eternal  prin¬ 
ciple,  and  the  framing  of  the  worlds. — But 
as  this  opinion  is  in  its  nature  fubjeft  to  great 
embarraffments,  and  as  that  matter  of  the 
pre-exifient  glory  of  Chriit,  which  originat¬ 
ed,  and  has  principally  fupported  the  fenti- 
ment,  may  be  demonftrated  to  belong  effen- 
tially  to  the  Godhead,  or  the  eternal  princi¬ 
ple;  as  alfo,  the  ufe  of  it  is  not  difcovered, 
and  the  divine  theory  appears  to  be  complete 
without  it ;  there  does  not  appear  evidence 
of  its  being  a  faff;  and  it  will  not,  therefore, 
be  confidered  as  belonging  to  the  theory. 

And  when  the  truth  of  the  divine  princi-  „ 
pie  is  admitted,  and  it  is  confidered  that  the 
primary  divine  operation,  or  the  beginning  of 
the  creation  of  God ,  is  eternal,  being  co-exis* 
tent,  and  one  with  the  divine  purpofe,  it  is 
thought  this  queftion  will  wholly  fubfide ;  for, 
undoubtedly,  the  primary  operation  of  the  di¬ 
vine  will  gave  rile  to  the  opinion  of  the  pre- 
exiftence  o f  the  human  foul,  and  has  been 
its  principal  fupport;  but  it  is  evident,  both 
from  realon  and  the  feriptures,  that  this  mat¬ 
ter  exifis  in  the  divine  principle  itfelf. — lit 
contemplating  this  fa£i,  therefore,  we  are  led 
too  far  to  find  fupport  for  ihe  opinion  of  the 
pre-exifienee  of  the  human  foul,  which  is  not 


fuppofed  to  ex  ill  from  eternity,  and  to  belong 
eflcntralJy  to  the  Godhead.—Let  the  divine 
theory  appear  complete,  and  t lie  idea  of 
thrift  s  being  brought  forth  as  a  Son,  and  his 
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being,  in  the  form  of  God,  inftalled  in  the 
kingdom  and  glory  of  heaven,  be  found  to 
belong  to  another  fubjeft,  and  the  mind 
fearching  for  truth,  as  to  this  quefhon,  whl 
reft  fatisfied. 

The  divine  theory,  however,  is  not  under- 
flood  as  rejecting  the  idea  of  tli pre-ex  fence 
of  the  human  foul  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  offers 
the  idea  of  the  pre-exiftence  of  ail  things,  or 
of  their  exiftence  in  a  beginning  or  princi¬ 
ple;  but  this  is  eternal  exiilence. — Yv  ifdom, 
herfelf,  hath  a  foul:  Wi/dom  Jliall  praife  her 
foul;  and  a  foul  is  human  exiftence.— VY  hat 
though  the  human  nature  has  been  Wifdoms 
darling,  and  before  the  heavens  were  pre¬ 
pared,  and  before  the  earth  and  the  depths, 
her  delights  were  with  the  fans  of  men?  Still 
the  human  foul  was  not  all  that  pre-exifted 
in  the  wifdom  of  God:  For  fhe  faith,  l he 
Lord  pofjeffed  me,  the  beginning  of  his  ways, 
Prov.  viii.  22. — And  the  Apoftle  writes, — 
Through  faith  we  underjland  that  the  worlds 
were  framed  of  the  Word  of  God,  Jo  that  not 
of  things  appearing  were  the  vifibie  things  made, 
lleb.  ix.  3.  In  Chrifi,  therefore,  we  are  led  to 
contemplate  the  beginning,  the  pre-exijlence, 
the  great  injlitute  and  glorious  type  of  alt  God’s 
works , 

Another  circumftance  relative  to  the  truth 
of  Chrifi,  which  has  led  to  the  idea  that,  in 
his  pre-exiftent  ftate,  he  was  a  complex  be¬ 
ing,  or  that  he  exifted  with  two  natures,  is 
this,  that  tn  the  divine  record  we  are  referred 
to  his  divinity,  as  being  fomething  that  bears 
a  diftinit  name,  which  either  he  dwells  in,  or 
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which  dwells  in  him.  See  the  following-  paf. 
Jages :  Who  being  in  the.  form  of  God,  thought 
U  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God. — Dwelling 
in  the  light  which  no  man  can  approach  unto. 
—  And  the  Word  was  made firjh,  and  dwelt  a- 
viong  us ,  and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  plory 
as  o f  the  only  begotten  of  the  lather ;  full  of 
grace  and  truth—  For  it  pica  fed  the  Father, 
that  in  him  fhould  an  fulnefs  dwell, — In  whom 
eii  e  hid  all  the  trealures  of  wifdom  and  know¬ 
ledge.—  For  in  him  dweileth  all  the  fulnefs  of 
toe  Goa  head  bodily, — God  hath  given  to  us 
eternal  life :  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son.— And 
it  is  obferved,  that  the  record  of  God  con¬ 
cerning  the  divinity  of  Chrift  was  expreffed 
m  the  lame  manner  before  his  incarnation,, 
as  it  has  been  lince,  and  gives  us  the  fame 
complex  idea,  if  this  be  a  proper  term,  of  this 
gnu  ions  Perfon,  that  wc  have  now  in  the 
New  Te  ft  a  merit. — The  name  of  God  was  in 
the  angel,  Ifxod.  xxm.  21 :  and  aiio,  in  the 
beginning  voas  the  Word. 

But,  confidering  the  fubjeft  in  the  light  of 
the  divine  tneory,  it  may  be  eafily  perceived,, 
that  this  is  the  fame  thing  which  has  been  fo 

as  being  effential  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  divine  principle,  and  mode  of  di¬ 
vine  exigence,  viz.  that  the  Father  is  in  the 
Son,  and  the  Son  in  the  Father.  The  Word 
that  was  in  the  beginning,  the  name  that  was 
in  the  angel,  and  the  eternal  life,  which  is  in 
the  Son,  is  plainly  no  other  thing  than  that 
parental  will,  or  commandment,  which  Chrift 
the  Lord  received  before  the  world  was; 
which  formed  his  own  filial  character,  and 
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which  he  has  given  to  us,  that  we  alfo  may¬ 
be  made  the  Sons  of  God.  Again,  being  re¬ 
warded  as  a  Son,  with  the  glory  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  inftalled  upon  the  throne,  in  his  e- 
ternal  kingdom,  which  completes  our  view 
of  the  purpofe  or  will  of  God,  he  is  thus  tru¬ 
ly  in  ike  form  of  God,  and  in  him  dwelleth  all 
the  fu  inefs  of  the  Godhead. 

The  divine  will,  in  thefe  diflin6f  parts,  the 
truth  of  which  is  effcntial  to  the  filial  charac¬ 
ter,  and  is  imported  by  the  name  of  the  Son 
of  God,  conflitutes  the  divinity  of  Chrift ; 
and  this  fame  bleffed  will,  as  has  been  (hewn, 
is  as  effential  to  the  parental  charader,  is  im¬ 
ported  by  the  name,  and  conflitutes  alfo  the 
divinity  of  the  Father. — The  divinity  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  fubfifts  manifellly  in  this  one  eternal¬ 
ly  bleffed  and  adorable  principle  of  parental 
and  filial  love. — So  that  the  great  obfcurity 
and  perplexity,  which  has  fo  much  prevailed 
concerning  the  divinity  of  Chrift,  has  arifen 
evidently  from  darknefs  refpedling  the  form 
of  God,  and  the  mode  of  divine  existence,  or 
in  what  divinity  truly  confifts:  It  is  a  dark- 
hefs,  equally  grofs,  as  it  refpeds  the  Father 
himfelf,  and  in  what  divinity  effential iv  con- 
fifts,  as  it  does  the  true  character  of  the  Son, 
And,  in  the  fame  degree  that  a  man  is  in  the 
dark  refpeding  the  divinity  of  the  Son,  he  is 
really  in  the  dark  refpeding  the  divinity  of 
the  Father. 

Some  have  conceived,  that  in  eternitv, 
Chrift  was  merely  let  up  in  the  purpofe  of 

God,  and  that  neither  himfelf,  nor  the  glory 
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of  his  kingdom,  exifted,  in  fa£t,  till  the  exhi¬ 
bition  in  time;  but  it  is  thought,  as  to  this, 
that  enough  has  been  faid,  to  fhew  that  it  is 
a  mifconception. — Chrift  was  fet  up,  or  or¬ 
dained,  before  the  world  began,  and  eternal 
life  was  given  to  us  in  him  before  the  world 
was.  But  a  mere  purpofe  to  fet  up  and  or¬ 
dain,  is  not  fetting  up  and  ordaining;  and  the 
purpofe  of  bellowing  a  gift  is  not  giving.  Set¬ 
ting  up  or  ordaining  is  a  fact,  and  bellowing 
a  gift  is  a  real  deed,  an  actual  transfer  of  pro¬ 
perly.  Chrill,  therefore,  pre-exilled  the  crea¬ 
tion;  and  the  pre-exillence  of  Chrill  implies, 
that  there  exilled  a  heavenly  toorld,  and  eter¬ 
nal  things  of  a  certain  form  and  fyftem. 


Section  3.  The  archetype  of  the  crea¬ 
tion. 

The  word  or  will  of  God  dwelling  in  Chrift, 
or  the  divine  principle  firlt  opening  in  him 
as  the  beginning  of  the  creation  of  God;  open¬ 
ing  and  expanding  Hill  farther  in  him  as  the 
Angel  of  the  Church;  and,  finally,  fully  dif- 
played  in  him  as  the  Hon  over  his  own  Houfe, 
is  the  truth  manifefted  by  the  whole  creation, 
and  the  one  infinite  and  adorable  fa£i  record¬ 
ed  and  witnefted  throughout  the  infpired  vo¬ 
lume. — As,  therefore,  all  things  declarativc- 
ly  are  merely  the  evidence  or  Jefus  Chrilt’s 
divinity  : — and  as  the  works  of  creation 
and  providence,  and  alfo  the  feriptures, 
are  of  him,  and  through  him,  and  to  hun; 
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and  are  only  expredive  or  declarative  of  his 
glory;  all  this  excellence  mud  exid  didinft- 
ly  in  him,  as  his  edential  divinity,  and  be 
thus  the  Archetype  of  all  God’s  works. 

In  a  view,  therefore,  of  the  pre-exident 
glory  of  Chrid,  we  are  led  to  contemplate 
the  perfeff  fampler,  or  inditute  of  the  crea¬ 
tion  ;  the  foundation,  according  to  which  ail 
things  were  framed;  the  head  by  which  all 
things  confid;  the  primary  operation  from 
which  all  fecondary  and  progredive  opera¬ 
tions  proceed;  the  one  omnipotent  faff,  of 
which  all  the  works  of  creation  and  provi¬ 
dence  are  the  expredion,  and  to  which  they 
all  conform,  as  to  a  mod  perf'etf  rule  or  pat¬ 
tern. 

The  reafon  has  been  already  adigned,  why 
the  divine  principle  is  contemplated  under 
the  name  of  the  fecond  perfon  of  the  bled'ed 
Trinity,  the  Logos  or  Word,  and  that  our 
view  is  f'o  drawn  to  Chrid,  viz.  becaufe  he  is 
the  covenant  fubjefi,  and  the  word  or  will  of 
God  is  in  him,  and  the  whole  divine  difplay 
is  made  through  him. — Thus  Chrid,  as  the 
Beginning,  mud  have  been  in  the  form  of 
God,  and  podeded  of  a  kingdom,  power  and 
glory,  full  of  life,  light  and  felicity. 

This  primary  eternal  work  of  God  muff 
have  been  a  jinijlisd  work;  for  it  is  evident 
that  the  operation  m  which  it  exilts,  is  effen- 
tial  to  the  Divine  Being,  and  that  a  ripht 
view  of  the  divine  principle  will  no  more  ad¬ 
mit  of  the  fuppofition  of  a  fuceeffion  of  oper¬ 
ations,  than  it  will  admit  of  that  of  a  fuccef- 
lion  of  volitions  and  purpofes. — And  to  this 


i68  DiviNk  Theory. 

agree  the  fcriptures.  By  him  all  things  con- 
Jiji ,  Coi.  i.  17. — The  works  were  finifhed  from 
the  foundation  of  the  wor Id,  Heb.  iv.  o. — Be¬ 
fore  me  there  was  nothing  formed  of  God,  nei¬ 
ther  Jhall  there  be  after  me,  Ifaiahxliii.  10. — - 
Here  then  we  have  in  view  the  finifhed  work 
of  God;  and  as  before  this  nothing  exifted 
in  faff,  we  may  neither  form  conception:,,  nor 
ufe  terms  denoting  the  exigence  of  any  thing 
or  being,  before  this  effential  and  true  glory 
of  God,  which  is  the  beginning  or  principle 
of  all  things;  for  fuch  conceptions  mult  be 
mere  imaginations,  and  fuch  terms  muff  be 
ufed  without  inftru&ion. 

The  Beginning ,as  has  been  fhewn,  is  (Thrift’s 
primary  name.  Then  f aid  they  unto  him,  Who 
art  t.  hon'd — And  fefus  faith  unto  them,  The 
Beginning  One,  and  that  I  fay  to  you *  John 
viii.  25. —  Who  is  the  Beginning,  Col.  1  18. 
And  in  him  was  the  Word;  In  the  beginning 
was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God, 
and  the  Word  was  God,  John  i.  j. —  I  his  is 
the  moil  plain  declaration,  that  there  was  in 
him  true  divinity,  and  an  expreflion  of  the 
ellential  glory  of  God,  And  this  pre-exifterit 
glory  was  the  foundation  of  the  earth,  and  the 
beginning  of  the  creation  of  God. — In  the  be - 
pinning;  God  created  the  heaven  and  the  earth , 
Gen.  i.  1. — And  thou ,  Lord ,  in  the  beginning, 
haft  laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth 9  Heb.  i« 
I  Q. — The  beginning  of  the  creation  of  God 9 
Rev.  iii.  14.  It  appears  therefore  that  Chrift 
is  not  merely  the  efficient  caufe,  but  aifo  is- 
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iiimfelf  the  foundation  and  beginning  of  the 
creation,  . 

The  Jhekindh,  or  cloud  of  God,  was  alto¬ 
gether  fupernatural;  and  the  glory  which 
appeared  there,  was  donbtlefs  the  uncreated 
form,  and  pre-exiftent  glory  of  Chrift.  And 
it  appears  to  be  called  a  cloud,  not  only  on 
account  of  its  general  afpefts,  but  particular¬ 
ly,  becaufe  it  prefented  a  power,  the  molt  in¬ 
conceivably  active  and  commanding;  fuch 
as  may  be  contemplated  in  that  firft  and  molt 
wonderful  agent,  the  elettric  lire,  which,  in 
the  viftble  world,  though  every  where  diflfuf- 
ed,  molt  clearly  oners  itfelf  to  view  in  the  na¬ 
tural  cloud. 

This,  then,  is  given  as  a  view  of  our  pre- 
fent  argument,  or  of  the  truth  of  Chrift  as  the 
Beginning,  viz.  he  was  let  up  from  cverlaft- 
ing,  in  the  realm  and  dominion  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  in  heaven,  and  fo  was  in  the  form  of 
God;  which  pre-exiftent  glory  of  Chrift  was 
the  perfect  inftitute,  the  foundation  and  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  creation.  According  to  which, 
the  divine  exhibition,  in  the  creation,  will  be 
feen  to  open  in  a  (late  of  perfefct  harmony 
and  felicity ;  and,  in  a  covenant  relation  to 
Chrift,  with  a  crown  of  glory  and  honor;  all 
'exprelftve  of  the  invisible  things  of  God,  even 
his  eternal  power  and  Godhead, 
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CHAPTER  II. 

OF  THE  UNFOLDING  OF  THE  TRUTH  OF 
CHRIST  IN  THE  FIRST  CREATION. 


H^HE 


Seftion  i.  The  Work  of  Creation. 

work  of  creation  is  attributed  in  the 
holy  fcriptures  to  the  Trinity;  and,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  theory,  the  Father,  the  Word,- 
and  the  Holy  Gholt  being  neceilarily  in  the 
firft  caufe,  the  divine  efficiency,  or  the  exif- 
tence  of  the  whole  univerfe,  muft  be  afcrib- 
ed  to  them  equally.  But  the  repeated  divine 
declarations,  that  the  heavens  and  the  earth' 
were  created  in  Ckriji,  and  covfjl  by  him,  that 
in  all  things  he  might  have  the  pre-eminence, 

evidently  intend  that  he  is  the  Creator  and 
* 

Upholder  of  all  things  in  a  diflinH  fenfe. 

Bv  fuch  declarations,  we  are  led  to  con- 

J  9  7 

template  Ch rift,  as  the  confiituted  efficient 
head  of  the  creation,  and,  as  being  laid  in  the’ 
wirdom  and  purpofe  of  God,  as  the  chofen, 
all  meritorious  foundation  of  the  whole  work;* 
we  are  led,  both  by  the  fcriptures,  and  by 
reafon,  to  contemplate  a  matter  that  took 
place  in  the  work  of  creation,  reflecting 
Chrifly  fb  entirely  difliuCl  from  his  being,  with 
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<tfhe  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Creator; 
or  his  concerting  together  with  them  the  work 
-of  creation,  that  he  is  therein  viewed  as  being 
’himfelf  the  beginning  of  the  work,  and  laid 
as  the  foundation  in  the  profecution  of  the 
defign. 

It  is  certain,  from  the  feriptures,  that  a 
tranfadion  took  place,  refpeding  Chrift,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  exigence  of  the  heaven  and  earth, 
which  is  to  be  confidered  as  properly  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  creation,  as  the  laying  of  the 
foundation  is  to  be  confidered  the  beginning 
of  the  fabric. — And  it  is  all  important  to  the 
attainment  of  clear  ideas  of  the  divine  cha- 
rader  and  counfel,  to  know  that  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  all  the  works  of  God  was  in  the  efta- 
folilhment  of  a  Chrijl,  and  a  Chrift  alone  ;  and 
that  in  Chrift,  as  the  foundation,  all  God’s 
works  from  eternity  were  completely  em¬ 
braced. 

The  knowledge  of  a  relation  fu Rained  by 
Chrift  to  the  creation,  as  of  the  foundation 
to  the  fuperftrufture,  or  head  to  the  body, 
by  a  conftitution  of  divine  counfel,  diuintt 
from  the  idea  of  a  relation  by  mere  efficien¬ 
cy,  is  abfolutely  necehary  in  order  to  account 
for  the  exiftence  of  the  creation ;  or,  indeed, 
to  conceive  of  the  divine  efficiency  in  the 
creation  of  worlds;  for,  we  can  have  no  ra¬ 
tional  idea  of  God’s  being  connected  with 
creatures,  otherwife  than  by  fome  infinitely 
meritorious  medium. 

And,  after  all  the  boafted  theories  oferea- 
Hire-excellence  and  merit,  fuggefted  by  tin* 
p,ri4e  of  man.,,  the  theory  oj  Chr,ijt>  or  tbqjt  of  a 


Divine  Theory. 


172 

conftitut  ion,  divinely  framed,  uniting  thecrea« 
tures  with  the  Creator,  as  bv  a  foundation  or 
head,  or  crown  of  glory  and  honor,  can  on¬ 
ly  explain  the  poffibility  of  God’s  fuftaining 
the  relation  of  Creator.  Without  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Chrift,  man  is  in  utter  darknefs ;  and, 
if  he  attempts  to  explain  his  own  exiflence, 
or  to  take  one  ftep  in  moral  philofophy,  he 
mu  ft  necefiarily  Humble  upon  the  dark  moun¬ 
tains  of  atheifm  or  idolatry.  But  we  are  now 
entering  upon  that  part  of  the  work,  which  is 
to  confift  chiefly  of  a  ftatementof  facts,  and, 
at  present,  we  mean  only  to  Rate  this  re¬ 
vealed  fatt  concerning  the  creation  of  the 
world. 

The  truth  of  Chrift,  as  being  the  head  of 
all  things  that  are.  in  heaven  and  that  are  in 
earth,  vifible  and  invihble,  is  clearly  exprefs- 
ed  by  the  names  in  which  he  appears  in  the 
work  of  creation:  Here  he  is  called  the  Be¬ 
ginning, — In  the  beginning  God  created  the 
heaven  and  the  earth,  Gen.  i.  1.  This  name, 
Kev.  iii.  14.  is  written  out  at  full  length,  viz. 
The  Bepinnine;  of  the  creation  of  God. — 7  he 
Lord,  by  wifdom,  Atrm  founded  the  earth;  by 
underftanding  hath  he  ejlabhfhed  the  heavens , 
Prov.  iii.  19. — By  him  all  things  confift,  Col. 
i.  17. — Who,  being  the  brightness  of  his  glory, 
and  the  exfire fs  image  of  his  per  Jon,  and  up¬ 
holding  all  things  by  the  word  oj  his  power, _ 
Heb.  i.  q. — Chrift  is  often  referred  to  in  the 
peculiar  feripture  expreffion,  which,  perhaps, 
may  alfo  be  confidered  as  one  of  his  glorious 
names,  the  Foundation  of  the  World.  In  many 
fuch  paffages  Chr  ift  is  clearly  revealed,  as  the 
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Head,  Inftitute,  or  Foundation  of  the  Crea¬ 
tion. 

The  many  plain  paffages  of  fcripture,  at¬ 
tributing  the  work  of  creation  equally  and 
dire&ly  to  the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit,  leave  no  room  for  the  fuppofi- 
tion  that  t  hrift  was  ufed  as  an  infirument  in 
that  work,  otherzoife  than  as  a  conftituted 
Head,  or  an  Archetype,  may  be  called  an  in¬ 
firument,  The  idea  of  a  fecondary  agency,  or 
efficiency,  is  unwarranted  and  irreconcilable 
both  with  the  fcriptures  and  reafon.  The  re¬ 
peated  divine  declarations  therefore,  that  all 
things  were  created  in  Thrift,  and  by  Thrift, 
teach  us,  that  he  is  the  medium,  foundation, 
pr  conftituted  head  of  the  creation. 

The  <Apoftie  to  the  Epheftans,  chapter  iii. 
tinfolding  the  myjlery  and  unfearchabie  rich- 
ts  of  thrift,  that  the  Gentiles  (hould  be  fellow 
heirs,  and  of  the  fame  body,  and  partakers  of 
the promife  in  Thrift  ;  Of  whom  the  whole  fa¬ 
mily  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named;  goes  back 
to  this  foundation  of  the  whole  creation,  and 
obferves,  that  this  divine  myftery,  or  deep 
Oounfel  of  God,  of  the  whole  family  in  hea¬ 
ven  and  earth  being  named  of  Thrift,  was 
from  the  beginning  of  the  world  hid  in  God, 
who  created  all  things  by  Jefus  Vhrijt:  By 
which  it  is  plainly  intimated,  that  in  this 
truth  of  God’s  creating  all  things  by  Jefus 
Chritt,  is  the  grand  difclofure  of  the  divine 
fcherne. — O,  what  manifold  wifdom  of  God 
might  be  known,  and  (hall  be  made  known 
by  the  church,  according  to  the  eternal  pur- 

pofe  which  he  purpofecl  in  Thrift  Jefus  our 
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Lord!  For  of  him,  and  to  him,  and  through 
iiiiTj,  are  1 1  things,  to  whom  be  glory  for 
ever. — Amen. 


1  HE  fubjeft  of  natural  philofophy,thou<ffi 
it  rehults  from  the  divine  theory,  and  affords 
vaff  profpefts  and  entertainments  to  the 
mind,  as  far  as  poffible,  muff  be  difpenfed 
wuli  in  thus  work:  lor  it  has  not  been  fo 
much  the  obi  eft  of  my  enquiry ;  and  numer¬ 
ous  principal  fads,  relative  to  the  difpofition 
pi  natural  things,  are  beyond  the  reach  of  my 
means  of  knowledge. 

I  am  fenfibie  that  it  is  reverffng  the  com¬ 
mon  observation,  yet  there  is  reafon  to  fup<- 
pole,  that  we  may  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  truth  of  divine  things  with  much  greater 
certainty,  than  we  can  to  the  knowledge  of 
natural  things;  for  the  Bible  was  written  to 
inffrudi  us,  not  fo  much  in  the  philofophy  of 
mature,  as  in  the  knowledge  of  God ;  we  can 
depend  upon  the  {’captures,  as  a  general  rer 
cord  of  facts  of  a  divine  nature;  but  we  have 
no  hifforv  that  will  give  us  the  fame  advan¬ 
tage  on  natural  ground.  The  great  obieft  to 
engage  our  attention  in  fearching  for  '’truth, 
in  all  cafes,  is  .to  find  the  fafcts;  when  they 
are  known,  it  is  not  fo  difficult  to  apply  a 
irincipje. 

But  it  appears  neceffary  to  our  defign,  to 
oh  r  fume  view  of  the  natural  Irame  of  the 
wx'l d;  fo  far,  at.  leaf!,  as  this  is  done  its 
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therefore,  in  this  place  exhibit,  very  briefly, 
that  view  of  this  fubjeft  which  appears  to  re- 
fult  from  the  theory,  and  to  be  offered  in  the 
feriptures,  and  likewife  to  comport  with  the 
belt  obfervations  and  experiments  we  are  ca¬ 
pable  of  making  upon  things  of  this  nature. 
At  the  fame  time  I  would  have  it  under  flood, 
that  I  do  not  confider  this  as  being  properly 
a  part,  but  only  as  an  appendage  to  the  Di¬ 
vine  Theory. 

Mofes  evidently  connefls  the  frame  of  na¬ 
ture  with  the  beginning;  and  his  account 
contains,  undoubtedly,  a  connefling  link  be¬ 
tween  things  invifible,andof  an  eternal  frame, 
and  that  difpofition  or  fafhion  of  things, 
which  is  vifible  and  temporal. 

The  work  of  the  four  firft  days  of  crea¬ 
tion  completed  the  frame  of  the  world,  which 
is  the  fubjeft  now  in  view :  And  it  may  be 
obferved,  that  Mofes  deferibes  this  as  font* 
diftinft  and  fucceffive  operations  of  the  di¬ 
vine  will;  and  that  the  firth  prepared  and 
opened  the  way  for  the  fecond,  and  the  fe- 
cond  for  the  third,  &c.  and  that  the  work  of 
each  fucceffive  day  was  wrought  in  continu  ¬ 
ance  of  the  firft  operation,  and  was,  as  it 
were,  a  new  movement  forward  of  that  pow¬ 


er  which  commenced  this  elorious  fee  tie  of 


divine  aftion. 

From  the  grounds  of  the  remark  made  in 
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Chapter,  refpecting  the  form  of  God,  and  the 
divine  prefence  in  th ejhekinah  or  fupernatur- 
a!  cloud ;  we  may  conclude,  that  the  firft 
difpojition  ol  the  creation,  anfwerable  to  a 
principle,  fuch  as  that  we  have  alluded  to  as 
being  moft  apparent  in  the  cloud,  or  th  t  ft  ate 
ol  the  dements,  firjl  ifluing  from  the  foun¬ 
tain  of  the  divine  will ;  muft  he  that  which 
we  term  fluid.  And,  to  an  attentive  obferveir 
of  the  forms  of  the  various  materials  which 


compofe  this  g'obe,  it  would  feem  apparent,, 
that  the  lolids  were  formed  originally  ofllu- 
ids. — -T  his  certainly  is  agreeable  to  the  view 
given  of  the  firft  ft  ate  of  the  creation,  in  the 
firft  chapter  of  Genefis;  and  the  elements  in 
fuch  a  ftate,  unfeparated,  would  be,  as  there 
delcribed,  a  great  deep,  without  form  and 
void,  and  the  face  of  it  would  be  covered 
with  darknefs. 

The  frame  of  the  creation,  according  to 
the  principle  in  view,  muft  e x i ft:  by  a  rela¬ 
tive  motion  of  the  elements,  which,  Jimp  y, 
is  the  idea  of  a  reparation  in  the  fluid:  I  [hall, 
therefore,  call  this  feparating  motion. 

To  an  attentive  obferver  of  t  he  operations 
of  nature,  particularly  of  thofe  which  are  fo 
apparent  in  the  forming  and  difplaying  of 
the  clouds:  it  rnav  be  obferved,  that  among1 
the  conftituent  elements,  there  is  one  which 
appears  to  take  the  command,  as  the  govern¬ 
ing  a^ent  in  thofe  movements.  The  element 
or  party  moving,  according  to  this  natural 
view%  is  that  wonderful  a  Tent  in  nature,  nam- 
ed  Kletl rical  Fluid:;  and  the  party  moved 
upon,  or  to  which  this  relates  in  motion,  in 
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the  Rate  in  which  we  now  contemplate  it, 
may  be  properly  denominated  waters,  or  va¬ 
pours,  fuch  as,  together  with  the  electrical 
fluid  compole  a  cloud. 

The  primary  relation  of  the  eleQrical  flu¬ 
id  to  waters  or  moiftures,  may  be  traced  in 
its  every  motion. — To  ufe  the  original  word 
refpetling  the  agency  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in 
creation,  Gen.  i.  2.  brooding,  or  hovering  up¬ 
on  the  waters  is  the  natural  or  lirll  Rate  of 
this  great  agent  in  nature,  which  we  may  call 
the  vital  [pint  of  the  creation.  It  is  known 
of  this  moll  fubtile  and  atlive  power,  that  it 
will  never  rell  or  be  tranquilized,  until  it  moll 
perfectly  embraces  this  objefl. 

Again,  one  fluid  moving  in  or  upon  ano¬ 
ther,  mull  produce  a  mutual  undulatory  or 
vibratory  motion.  This  is  the  known  philo¬ 
sophy  of  light. 

Here  then  we  have  our  theory  complete; 
a  party  moving,  a  party  complying  with  the 
motion,  and  a  glorious  refult,  viz.  the  light 
of  the  natural  world.  Moreover,  this  move¬ 
ment  of  the  fluid,  when  completed,  will  form 
a  fphere,  or  circle;  for  it  is  a  given  point  in 
this  theory,  that  whatever  moves,  moves  in  a 
circle  ;  which  RrR  rotation,  illuminating  the 
whole  fphere,  loans  one  day. 

'I he  jphere  being  thus  formed,  according 
to  the  nature  of  this  moR  afclive  power,  a  fe- 
cond  movement  will  exill  in  another  direc¬ 
tion  ;  for  it  is  well  known  of  this  moving  flu- 
id,  that,  formed  into  any  particular  fphere,  it 
will  powerfully  attract  what  is  within  a  cer¬ 
tain  line,  (call  it  a  central  line)  and  repel 
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what  is  without  it,  which  is  evidently  owing* 
to  a  movement  commencing  at  that  line  in 
every  direction;  and  which,  we  may  natur- 
ly  fuppofe,  is  hut  the  progreffion  of  the  fame 
moving  body :  Wherefore,  from  that  line 
there  muft  open  a  firmament,  and  the  waters 
within  or  underneath  would  be  formed  into" 
an  orb,  and  thofe  without  into  a  concave  a- 
bove  the  firmament. 

I  his  movement  has  been  called  by  various 
names,  luch  as  attrabfion  and  repullion,  or 
pofitive  and  negative;  but,  in  order  to  give 
the  idea  familiarly,  let  it  be  called  here  ex¬ 
panding  motion. — This  fecond  relative  mo¬ 
tion,  according  to  the  principle,  muftalfo  be 
circular,  but  in  a  direction  fomewhat  wide 
or  tranfverfe  from  that  firft  deferibed. — It  is 
evident,  that  in  continuance  of  motion,  a 
movement  of  the  fluid  muft  take  place  in  this 
direflion ;  for  we  are  to  conceive  of  the  chan¬ 
nel  of  the  firft  dircttion  being  full,  and  the 
fluid  Hill  acting,  iftuingand  progrefting  from 
its  firft  fou  rce,  it  mult  diverge  from  this 
courie  and  take  the  direfcdion  we  call  ex¬ 
panding. — -Thefe  two  movements  conffitute 
the  idea  of  dimen  (ion,  height  and  depth,  and 
length  and  breadth. — Moreover,  we  obferve, 
that  the  motion  of  the  waters  here  deferibed, 
and  the  pofitions  they  aflame,  is  merely  from: 
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their  yielding  to  the  corci'rnandin£  fluid. 
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Here,  a^ain,  we  view  our  theory:  a  fluid 
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expanding,  a  fluid  yielding  every  way  to  the 

expanding  power,  and  a  refult,  a  firmament, 

or  tlie  wide  expanfe  of  heaven.  And  will  it 

be  thought  irrational  and  imaginary,  that 
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the  work  of  creation  fhould  afford  emblems 
of  the  Divine  Being?  This  operation,  wr.en 
carried  through  the  fphere,  filling  the  who!-: 
expanfe  with  light,  as  it  is  a  fecond  progrd- 
fion  in  the  courfe  of  the  firff  movement,  im¬ 


plies  a  fecond  day.  . 

This  expanding  movement  of  the  fluid 
meeting  with  refiltence  from  the  water,  or 
vapour,  now  every  way  encircled  and  corn- 
prefled,  a  third  movement  will  be  produced, 
■which  I  f h all  name,  from  the  general  appear¬ 
ance,  fpr angling  motion.  This  motion,  from 
the  expanding  or  -tranfverfe  d;  reft  ion  of  the 
commanding  fluid  being  refilled,  and  there¬ 
fore  terminating,  is-  the  philofophy  of  the 
folids. — From  this  movement,  which  will  be 
in  directions  inconceivably  various,  may  be 
traced  out  the  multiform  of  the  folids. — In 
fome  direflions  it  will  move  in  ftreams,  and 
more  in  lines. — In  thefe  will  be  formed  the 
minerals  more  or  lefs  perfect,  as  thefe  ft  reams 
and  lines  are  more  or  lefs  perfett  and  direft  ; 
thefe#  however,  will  be  comparatively  few, 
and  in  the  fprangles,  or  molt  indirect  move¬ 
ments  will  be  formed  the  fubftances  moffop- 
pofite  to  the  minerals.  But  I  muff  not  enter 
into  this  field,  it  is  boundlefs,  and  the  obfer- 
vations  which  might  be  made  in  it  would  fill 


volumes. 

It  is  moll  evident,  that  the  folids  wep?. 
formed  from  fluids,  ail  the  minerals,  Hones 
and  various  earths,  and  formed  too  under  an 
operation  of  this  nature.  Here  it  will  he  pro¬ 
per  to  obferve,  that  the  expanding  fluid 
Teaching  in  this  direction  the  vaporous  fluid. 
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would  not  immediately  fprangle,  but  being 
in  full  ttrength,  it  would,  for  fome  diftance; 
enter  and  make  its  way  through  it,  by  a  di- 
retl,  an  undulaiovy,  and  a  circling  and  whirl¬ 
ing  motion,  fuch  as  is  called  an  eddy.  This 
may  be  eafily  demonll rated  by  experiments, 
and  this  is  the  philofophy  of  the  atmofphere 
of  the  earth.  ' 

v 

farther,  let  it  be  obferved,  that  as  the 
fprangling  of  the  fluid  is  evidently  owing  to 
its  expanding  force  being  refitted,  and  over- 
powered  by  obttruetion,  (which  obttruciion 
may  be  chiefly  from  itfeif,  being  too  much 
compreffed  by  converging-  to  a  centre,)  it 
will  ceafe  much  fhort  of  the  centre  of  the 


waters.  I  have  been  led  to  think, that  it  would 
occupy  about  the  fame  fpace  or  width  as  that 
of  the  atmofphere;  and,  hence,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  folids,  or  earth,  exitting  from 
this  motion,  are  formed  into  an  arch  over  the 
waters,  which  will  have  their  place  in  and 
under  the  earth. — 'I  bis  philofophy  of  the 
earth  is  confirmed  by  the  icripturesfin  their 
mod  literal  lenfe. 

Moreover,  as  in  this  flate  of  the  fluid  is 
the  termination  of  its  motion,  in  this  ex¬ 
panding  dire&ion ;  to  be,  as  confideret,  ftill 
progrcffing,  it  will,  from  hence,  commence 
its  return  to  the  grand  point  of  motion,  which 
may  he  called  the  centre  of  the  fyttem  ; — . 
which  return  will  be,  in  a  like  manner,  re- 
verfed,  as  it  reached  and  entered  the  waters, 
z.  e,  fir  ft  direff,  and  then  in  the  lower  region 
of  the  atmosphere,  fprangling  and  circling ; 
and,  as  it  lifes,  circling  and  vibrating  until  it 
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leaves  the  atmosphere.  d  his  motion  re¬ 
turning,  beyond  all  doubt,. is  the  philofophy 
ol  vegetation  :  It  may  be  traced  in  the  ttce, 
root.^trunk,  and  branch hence,  the  root 
fprangles  more  than  the  branch  ;  and  a  trunk 
is  formed  by  the  ffrength  with  which  it  firft 
enters  the  atmolphere the  fame  returning 
or  rifing  movement,  may  be  traced  in  the 
herb,  and  in  every  leal  of  the  forefl  and 
fpire  of  the  field. 

In  thefe  motions,  and  in  their  effeCts  and 
fruits,  we  again  contemplate  our  theory: — • 
And  this  circle  of  movement  being  com¬ 
pleted,  whilft  the  fluid  is  Hill  preffed  forward 
in  the  other  directions,  by  new  and  equal 
fupplies  from  the  feparating  creative  fource, 
it  muff,  in  its  firft  courfe,  have  tracked  a 
third  day. 

Thefe  obfervations  upon  the  expanding 
motion,  &c.  refpeci  the  movements  and  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  fluid  within  or  below  the  cir¬ 
cumference  of  the  line  of  the  firft  movement. 
RefpeflKng  its  courfe  and  effetis  without  or 
above  this  line  of  the  great  fp here  of  creation, 
it  may  be  obferved  that,  according  to  our 
principle,  it  mutt  fomewhere  terminate  — - 
From  the  pojitions  of  this  fluid,  relating  to  a 
fphere,  which  are  called  pofitive  and  negative, 
it  may  be  concluded,  that  whenever  it  is  put 
into  fuch  a  fiate  of  adlion,  there  is  a  certain 
line  from  which  it  is  preffing  each  way, 
which  is  the  very  -thing  we  have  called  ex¬ 
panding  motion;  and  it  may  alfo.be  con¬ 
cluded,  that  as  the  circumf lance  of  its  lofir.g, 
its  expanding  power,  and  terminating  in  one. 
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.direction,  is  the  degree  of  its  eompreffion 
.fo  the  circumflance  of  lofing  it,  and  termi- 
nating  in  the  other  diredion,  is  the  degree 
°f  its  expanfion;  And  as  its  termination 
'Within,  forms  a  world  below,  fo  its  termina- 
uon  without,  may  form  a  world  above,  as 

\  na  as  the  circle  of  the  whole  firmament. _ 

It  may  likewife  be  concluded,  from  this  cir- 
rcumfiance,  that  tiieie  higheff  heavens,  thoJ 
.•formed  of  the  fame  original  elenu-nt,  are,  in 
dtlpofuion,  the  moft  opposite  to  the  earth, 

oiiid  the  poll  inconceivably  powerful  and 
aflive. 

I  he  courle  or  the  commanding  fluid  be¬ 
coming  1 1  an fverie,  and  thus  returning  and 
reaching  in  every  direttion,  that  point  in 
•the  fphere,  from  whence  the  feparating  and 
aho  expanding  motion  commenced,  which 
is  m  the  middle  of  the  firmament,  and  is  the 
centie  of  the  fyflem,  a  fourth  motion  will 
tnen  take  place — 1  will  call  it  burning  mo¬ 
tion — I  mean  that  motion  which  is  called  a 
focus. — This  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  phi- 
lofophy  of  the  fun,  and  being  emitted  from 
thence,  and  tiaverfing  fpheres,  fuch  as  have 
been  defcribed,  it  will  have  its  counterpoints 
and  angles,  in  which  will  take  place,  in  fome 
degree,  like  operations,  that  will  form  alfo 
luminous  bodies. 

1  hefe  foci  will  be  at  unequal,  though  re¬ 
gular,  diflances,  as  the  according  notes  in 
inufic — ail  winch  again  will  have  their  cir- 
cles  and  interfecfing  points ;  and,  therefore, 
their  foci  innumerable,  which  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  he  the  philofophy  of  the  fixed  liars; 


Creation, 


But  which  progre (lions  mud  all  finally  return, 
to  the  prime  channel,  and  become  a  fecon- 
dary  (ource  o(  the  fluid  to  the  creation. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  progreflion  from  the 
fun,  completes  the  round  of  nature,  and  is 
the  uniting  link  of  the  chain  of  movements 
which  bind  together  the  creation  ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  with  this  circle,  which  is  formed  by  a 
fourth  rotation  in  the  firlt  courfe  of  move¬ 
ment,  and  is  the  rotation  of  a  fourth  day, 
the  frame  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  is 


finifhed. 

Thofe  who  have  attentively  obferved  the 
phenomina  ofeircles  round  the  fun,  in  winch 
are  bright  fpots,  (parhelia)  commonly  called 
Sun-Dors,  which  alfo  are  inclofed  in  circles, 
having  in  them,  wherever  they  inter  left,  [pots 
or  dogs  more  or  lefs  bright,  according  to  the 
brightnefs  of  thofe  enclofed  ;  but  one  ever 
diftinguifhed  in  brightnefs  from  all  the  red : 
I  fay,  perfons  who  have  confidered  this  fa  cl, 
refpe£ting  luminous  circles  interfering  each' 
other,  will  not  fuppofe  that  the  d  oft  one  of 
the  luminaries  of  heaven  be  icy  foci  of  the 
electric  fluid,  is  irrational  or  without  founda¬ 
tion.  Obfervations  may  be  found  upon  this 
opinion,  concerning  the  heavenly  bodies,  in 
Encycioped.  Britannica,  and  other  writings 
referred  to  in  the  note,  page  21,  and  which: 
ought  to  be,  in  fame  meafure,  originally, 
aferibed  to  Mr.  J.  Tytlor. 

As  the  movement  of  the  fluid,  which  we 


have  termed  feparating /notion,  is  a  progres- 
fion  in  one  direction,  it  has  been  fooken  of 

7  x. 

as  forming  one  circle;  but  this  muff  be  un- 


derftood  to  be  a  circle  of  circles  or  globes  ; 
which  accounts  for  the  planets,  and  explains 
the  fituation  and  motion'  of  the  earth  and 
other  planets,  with  refpect  to  the  fun  ;  and 
this  appears  to  be  the  cale  with  the  other  pro- 
greffions,  that  they  are  circles  of  circles,  as 
finally  there  is  a  circle  of  the  whole.  Thefe 
particular  circles  or  fpheres,  formed  in  the 
leparating  motion,  mult  be  the  number  of 
the  planets,  whatever  it  be;  of  which  the 
one  half  will  be  formed  by  the  fluid  proceed¬ 
ing  from  the  point  where  this  movement 
began,  which  1  confider  to  be  nigh  to  the 
place  of  the  fun,  and  the  other  half  by  its  re¬ 
turning;  confequently,  every  other  one  will 
be  on  oppofite  fides  of  the  general  circle, — 
This  may,  perhaps,  account  for  their  ap¬ 
pearance,  which  has  been  fo  much  wondered 
at,  that  every  other  onefhould  look  more  or 
lefs  red  or  fiery. 

This  general  circle  will,  doubtlefs,  be  el¬ 
liptical  ;  and  it  may  be  demonfl rated,  by  ex¬ 
periments,  that  the  fluid  moving  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  the  fpheres  or  globes  fo  formed,  will  be 
generally  flatted  at  the  points  where  they 
communicate  with  each  other;  and  thofe 
which  are  in  t  he  middle  of  the  general  circle, 
will  be  the  lai geff.  And  thole  who  are  ac- 
quainted  with  the  movements  of  this  fluids 
will  not  conceive  of  its  palling  from  globe 
to  globe,  in  a  Heady  motion,  but  as  having 
an  interrupted,  fuccefhve  or  pulfive  motion. 
Indeed  this  may  be  conlidered  as  the  pulib 
of  die  creation. 


An  idea  of  the  firfl  movement  of  the  fluid, 
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Which  we  call  feparating,  being  in  this  glob¬ 
ing  form,  and  of  its  thus  embracing  the  va¬ 
pours,  feems  to  be  fuggefted  by  the  hollow 
and  rumbling  found  of  thunder  in  a  cloud, 
which  nothing  can  imitate  but  the  agitatioa 
of  large  hollow  bodies.  This  is  certainly 
agreeable  to  that  appearance  m  a  thundei 
cloud,  commonly  called  I  hunder  Heads;-— 
and  that  the  eye  is  not  wholly  deceived  in 
this  appearance  is  evident,  from  the  circum- 
ftance  that  when  two  of  thefe  globulous 
form's  approach  each  other,  and  come  near 
in  contact,  there  is,  ufually,  a  ilalh  or  light¬ 
ning:  and,  it  is  obferved  that,  in  the  fame 
degree,  as  thefe  appear  agitated,  crowded 
together  and  condenfed,  the  thunder  will  be 
frequent  and  heavy.  But,  if  I  miftake  not, 
the  mod  common  experiments,  by  an  electri¬ 
cal  machine,  may  demonflrate  that  this  fe¬ 
parating  movement  of  the  fluid,  is  ever  in 

this  globing  manner. 

Such  being  the  movement  of  the  fluid, 
forming  the  globes,  at  certain  required  dist¬ 
ances  of  aftion  ;  and  the  fluid  palling  from 
globe  to  globe  in  this  form,  it  will  not  tend 
to  move  them  forward  in  this  direction,  i .  e* 
in  the  direction  of  their  poles;  but  thefe 
fpheres  or  globes  being  formed,  and  the  ex¬ 
panding  or  tranfverfe  movement  taking  place 
and  operating  upon  their  circumference,  it 
mud  cauie  them,  in  this  dire&ion,  to  roll  as 
a  wheel  under  the  operation  of  a  ftrearn  ot 
water.  Hence,  their  diurnal  motion — and 
being  carried  forward  by  a  daily  progrefs, 
which  is  probably  made  by  each  one  as  far 
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nearly  as  the  meafure  of  its  whole  circumfe¬ 
rence,  they  go  round,  the  fun,  and  defcribe 
an  annual  cucle.  fn  this  manner,  the  line 
ot  the  firll  circle  is  continually  changing; — 
but,  it  appears  that,  on  the  whole,  it  wilf 
neither  enlarge  nor  diminifh. 

^  Ancient  alironomers  were  of  theopinion3. 
that  the  planets  mutually  governed  the  earth^ 
&c.  and  when  their  change  of  relative  fitua- 
ti°n  is  confidered,  in  the  view  of  their  being 
conductors  to  each  other  of  the  vita!  fpirit 
of  the  creation,  this  opinion  will  not  be 
thought  undeferving  of  attention. 

And,  from  the  analogy  of  the  cafe,  we 
may  conclude  that  an  operation  takes  place 
in  each  of  thefe  fpheres  or  globes,  from  the  , 
expanding  motion,  fimilar  to  that  defcribed 
of  the  earth  ;  and  that  the  defcription  of  the 
formation  of  the  earth  given  by  Mofes,  ap¬ 
plies,  for  fubflance,  to  all  the  planets ;  and 
therefore  it  is,  that  he  fo  evidently  intends 
the  great  circle  of  all  thefe  fpheres,  as  the 
line  from  whence  the  waters  divided  from’ 
the  waters,  and  the  firmament  expanded. 

i  hough  the  frame  of  the  world  was  finifh- 
ed  by  thefe  four  creative  operations,  {fill  we 
look  for  refit  Its  ; — for  as  the  firft  operation 
led  to  a  fecond,  and  thefe  together  produced 
a  third,  and  thefe  alfo  a  fourth,  each  one  in 
glory  rifing  above  the  other,  feme  peculiar 
reftilr  muff  be  expended  from  the  whole,  un¬ 
folding  more  expresfiv  the  great  defign  of 
the  Creator,  in  the  exhibition  of  the  plory  of 
Chrilf ; — th  is  will  lie  the  formation  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  lea  and  air,  and  of  the 
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earth;  all  which  operation  will,  naturally, 

terminate  in  one  molt  perfect  work;  and 
which,  according  to  the  divine  theory ,  t/iat 
of  forming  a  head  to  the  body,  or  one  capa¬ 
citated  to  have  dominion  over  the  fjh  of  tne 
fen,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air ,  and  over  the 
-cattle,  and  over  all  the  earth ,  and  ove>  every 
.creeping  thing  that  creep  elk  upon  the  ecu  tk. 

Movements  of  the  eleclric  fluid  are  pi o- 
perly  called  winds — they  are  douDtleis  phe 
philofophy  of  winds  ;  and  the  four  diftinct 
movements  we  have  defcribea,  are  thought 
to  be  meant  by  the  jour  winds ,  named  in  lie- 
brew  kadim ,  tzaphon ,  daroni ,  and  rouach-ha- 
jcim ,  which,  in  the  feripture,  are  reprefented 
to  be  principal  agents  throughout  the  wor  id, 
both  in  the  work  of  creation  and  providence* 

Daniel  deferibes  the  unnatural  creatures, 
the  monitors  of  the  earth,  as  being  railed  up 
by  the  four  winds,  f  riving  together.  May 
it  not  then  be  concluded,  that  the  natural 
creatures,  with  man  at  their  head,  in  all  their 
perfefchon  and  moll  beautiful  Older.  were 
raifed  up,  according  to  the  divine  will,  by 
four  winds  harmonizing  together*  May 
this  be  doubted,  when,  in  the  new  creation 
or  refurrefchon  trom  the  dead,  as  defcribed, 
Ezek.  xxxvii.  g.  this  mod  wonderful  opera¬ 
tion  is  afenbed  to  luch  an  agency  ?  Come 
from  the  four  winds,  0  breath ,  jmd  breathe 
upon  thefe  Jlain ,  that  they  may  live . 

Our  ears  witnefs  to  the  fa 61,  that  a  pecu¬ 
liar  effect  is  produced  by  lour  particular 
winds — for  fuch  are  the  four  parts  of  nuihc. 
Adifcord  of  lour  didin6t  lounds,  which  w£ 
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know  are  winds  or  motions  of  the  air  is 
horrible  to  the  fenfes  ;  but  an  accord  is  a 
delicious  entertainment.  This,  if  I  may  ex¬ 
press  my  own  fenfation,  is  an  harmony  of 
harmony ;  lor,  as  from  two  according-  founds 
there  reiults  an  harmony,  which  is  a  ddlirift 
found,  and  may  be  called  an  harmony  of  ac¬ 
cord  or  agreement ;  lo,  from  four,  there  is  a 
iecondary  refuit,  which  may  be  perceived  to 
e  the  fame  in  ratio,  or  the  progrefs  of  the 
lame  theory,  and  may  be  called  a  fecond har¬ 
mony,  or  an  harmony  of  harmony. 

i  hat  this  jccond  harmony  exifis  in  the 
fame  theory,  or  triple  tatio,  we  have  all  a- 
]ouS  contemplated,  is  evident;  for  the  har¬ 
mony  of  the  perfect  accord,  is  the  firfi  note 
o:  another  octave,  to  which,  let  the  accord¬ 
ing  note  be  added,  which  makes  the  four 

pa  its,  and  the  harmony  will  again  refuit. _ 

i  his  therefore,  all  tins,  is  in  nature  the  mod 
wonderful  divine  emblem;  and,  undoubted¬ 
ly,  for  this  reafon,  making  melody  or  ac¬ 
cording  founds,  is  an  inflkuted  fervice  of 
God. 


By  the  grofs  corruptions  and  perverfions 
Width,  at  the  prefent  time,  are  prevalent  in 
pfalmody,  both  in  the  compofnions  and  per¬ 
formances,  but  chiefly  in  the  latter,  this  re- 
fuit  of  an  harmony  in  founds,  with  all  its 
wonderful  cITclis,  is  in  a  great  meafure  loff ; 
for  by  the  numerous  and  unnatural  tranfiti- 
ons  of  the  notes,  the  rapid  and  ciuflering 
numbers  of  the  movement,  and  the  frequent 
fugemg  of  the  parts,  befides  numerous  other 
faults  m  the  compofitions  of  tunes,  very  lit- 
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tie  room  is  found  for  the  admiffion  of  har- 
mony ;  and  in  the  performances  of  mufic,  by 
not  giving  a  proper  weight  and  command  to 
the  lirff  and  governing  part,  by  oveT  {training 
the  chords,  and  by  not  having  the  voices  ei¬ 
ther  agreeably  toned,  or  properly  tuned  ;  and 
to  complete  the  mifchief,  by  fining  and  even 
opprefimg  the  ear  with  lound,  winch  is  called 
filling  the  houfe,  no  fuch  thing  as  harmony 
can  exifi,  and  if  it  could,  there  is  no  room 
in  the  ear  for  it  to  he  perceived. — Such,  at 
prefent,  is  the  common  flare  ol  pfaltnody 
that,  thereby  it  might  be  confidered  a  lortof 
accident  for  even  an  attentive  perfon  to  dif- 
cover  that  harmony  is  a  property  of  founds. 
Thus,  an  infliiution,  defigned  for  an  emblem 
of  the  world  of  truth  and  harmony,  is  per¬ 
verted  into  an  emblem  of  folly  anddifcord. 

I  am  fenfible  that  many  queflions  relative 
to  this  view  of  the  frame  of  the  creation,  are 
here  left  unanfwered. — It  was  only  here  de¬ 
figned  to  point  out  in  what  general  dire61ions, 
it  is  conceived,  that  the  whole  might  be  tra¬ 
ced  out  to  be  formed  by  the  various  progrcf- 
lions  of  one  moving  fluid;  as  really  as  the 
various  courfes  and  windings  of  a  river  may 
be  traced  out  to  be  former  by  one  ft  ream  of 
waters.  When  I  fay  the  whole  might  be  traced 
out ,  I  muff  be  underflood  to  mean  the  frame 
of  the  world;  for  what  the  creation  is,  more 
than  its  dzfpojition  anfwerable  to  the  will  of 
God,  I  prefume  not  to  enquire. 

My  only  object  in  fuggefiing  this  theory 
of  nature,  is  to  bring  into  view  the  frame  of 
the  heavens  and  earth,  as  being  originally 
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conftituted  of  water  and  by  water,  according 
to  the  fcriptures;  and  what  may  be  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  that  wonderful  agent  in  nature,  which 
is  fo  often  alluded  to  in  the  fcriptures,  as  being 
tne  voice  of  the  Lord,  and  Jignal  of  the  divine 
prefence,  which  is  full  of  maj ejly ,  and  which, 
to  us,  is  mod  apparent  in  die  clouds. 

** - - - 

Seftion  2.  The  original  Perfection  of  the 

Creation. 

Whatever  is  properly  built  upon  a  foun¬ 
dation  mud  necelfarily  harmonize  with  it; 
and  whatever  .properly  belongs  to  a  head 
mult  necelfarily  agree  to  it. —  1  hat  which 
does  not  harmonize  and  agree  cannot  pro¬ 
perly  be  confidered  as  belonging  to  a  foun¬ 
dation  and  head;  the  dodtrine,  therefore,  of 
the  original  re&itude  and  perfection  of  all 
worlds,  rcfults  necelfarily  from  the  truth  of 
Chrift,  confidered  in  the  preceding  Section, 
viz.  that  he  is  the  perfect  Foundation  and 
Head  of  the  whole  Creation. 

But  this  dofctrin^  ol  Chrift’s  being confli- 
tuted  the  Foundation  and  Flead  of  the  whole 
created  Univerfe,  is  fupported  m  the  fulleft 
manner  by  the  divine  record. — In  the  begin - 
ning  God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth , 
Gen.  i.  l. — All  things  were  made  by  him,  and 
without  him  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was 
made,  John  i.  3.  —  By  him  were  all  things  cre¬ 
ated  that  are  m  heaven,  and  that  are  in  earth , 
tyifible  and  invijiblc j  whether  they  be  thrones , 
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fit  dominions,  or  principalities,  or  powers ;  alt, 
4/ things  'were  created  by  him,  and  for  him.  Cot, 
i‘.  16. — And  it  has  been  fhewn  that  fuch  de¬ 
clarations  as  thebe,  that  all  things  were  crea¬ 
ted  m  Chrift,  and  that  they  are  by  him,  and 
of  him,  and  through  him,  &c.  intend  that  lie 
is  the  Foundation  and  Head  of  the  Creation; 
for,  through  faith  we  under  Hand  that  the 
worlds  were  framed  by  the  Word  of  God, 
and  that  the  things  which  are  feen  were 
made  of  things  which  do  not  appear. 

And  having  this  Revelation  of  Chrift,  as 
being  the  perfeft  Foundation  and  Head,  we 
come  to  the  certain  knowledge  of  the  origin¬ 
al  uprightnefs  and  perfection  of  all  created 
beings  and  things;  and  this  fa£t  of  the  crea¬ 
tion  has  been  ever  perceived  and  con  felled 
by  ail  men  who  have  faith;  but  as  this  ftate 
of  the  creation  refults  wholly  from  thet'  uth 


of  Chnft,  we  may  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
it  only  by  the  revelation  or  knowledge  of  Je- 
fus  Chrift;  for,  through  faith,  and  that  only, 
roe  underfland  that  the  worlds  were  Jr  anted  by 
the  Word  of  God. 

And  it  is  not  ftrange  that  men,  without 
faith — men  who  rejeft  the  truth  of  Chrift — 
great  and  learned  men !  have  difputed  much, 
whether  it  be  inconfiflent  with  the  divine 
peCeftion  for  creatures  to  have  originally" 
exifted  imperfeCt,  and  fubjefct  to  Suffering; 
for  without  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  as  be¬ 
ing  the  Foundation  and  Head  of  ail  Worlds, 
we  are  in  utter  darknefs  with  rcfpetl  to  the: 
divine  fyftetn,  and  can  determine  nothing  re - 
fpe£fing  the  conftftency  or  ineonfiftency  of 
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any  date  of  the  creation  with  the  divine  per¬ 
fections. — So  far  from  being  able  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  relations  may  or  may  not  befup- 
pofed  to  fubfiff,  confiflently  with  the  divine 
pt  r  for  lions,  between  God  and  creatures  ; 
what  can  wc  determine  without  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Ch rift,  even  with  refpefl  to  the  di¬ 
vine  attributes  themfelves,  or  one  poffible 
relation  which  God  can  fuflain  towards  crea¬ 
tures,  or  they  towards  him? — Rejefting  this 
ground  of  divine  revelation,  that  the  whole 
creation  was  made  under  a  covenant, or  fram¬ 
ed  by  a  conffitution  of  union  with  Chrifl; 
and  taking  the  ground  of  Deifrn,  we  cannot 
Ihew  the  impoflibility  of  creatures  exifling 
original ly  imperfeft,  nor,  if  innocent,  why 
they  might  not  fuller;  nor  can  we,  upon  this 
ground,  clear  any  fubjefi  of  inquiry  concern¬ 
ing  God,  and  the  relations  of  creatures  to 
him, which  things  belong  wholly  to  the  fyf- 
tem  of  faith. 

But,  in  the  light  of  divine  truth  it  is  de- 
monflrable,  that  no  creation  could  have  ex¬ 
isted  but  through  a  divine  medium,  and  in 
perfefcl  agreement  with  a  divine  foundation 


and  head;  and  that,  exifting  thus, all  worlds 
were  neceflarily  in  the  moft  exabl  harmony, 
and  a!!  things  continuing  in  this  original  glo¬ 
rious  ffate,  no  evil, no  buffering,  could  poffibly 
exilf  in  the  univerfe. 

I  He  exabt  agreement  of  the  wliole  fuper- 
flrufclure  with  its  foundation — the  perfebf 
tmion  of  all  worlds,  terreftrial  and  angelic, 
with  their  Divine  Head,  was  the  Jingle  object 
of  the  divine  pleafure,  when  God  Jaw  every 
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thing  that  he  had  made,  and  behold,  if  wasve- 
vy  Food.  By  this  union  to  the  creation,  n  1 
was  then,  as  he  now  is,  tne  excellence,  t  ie 
riches,  and  the  beauty  of  heaven  and  earth  . 


5e£hon  rhe  NciIutc  and  State  of  the 

Angels, 

We  underhand  that  the  Angels  are  Spi¬ 
rits,  but  from  this  it  is  not  neceflarily  infer¬ 
red  that  they  are  immaterial  beings ;  for  ma¬ 
ny  material  fubftances,  which  are  very  pow¬ 
erful  and  fubtile,  fuch  as  winds  and  finer 
iuices,  on  account  of  their  aftive  and  pene¬ 
trating  natures,  are  called  Spirits.  It  may  be 
concluded  that  the  angels  were  made  on  the 
fifth  and  fixth  days  of  the  creation,  by  the 
fame  operations  which  produced  the  fi!h  of 
the  lea,  and  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  the  beatl 
and  cattle  and  creeping  thing  of  the  earth. 
And  from  many  circumflances  it  appears, 
that  there  was  a  certain  analogy  in  this  work 
of  peopling  both  worlds.  This  indeed  feems 
plainly  to  be  inferred  from  the  defign  of  the 
Creator  refpefting this  world;  for  as  Adam, 
as  to  a  realm  and  dominion  which  fhould  be 
given  to  him,  was  to  be  the  figure  of  Thrift, 
it  was  neceffary  that  his  realm  and  fubjefcts 
fhould  be  a  figure  of,  or  analogous  to  the 
world  of  the  angels,  where  Thrift,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning,  erected  his  throne,  and  among  whom 
he  reigned  in  his  own  perfon,  as  in  Ins  natu- 
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per  rueb>&.ry  d°mini0n'  “d  °V"  F* 
Butmaterial  fubflances  are  inconceivablv 

diverfe  from  each  other.— All  fleih  is  not  the 
famefiefh:  but  there  is  one  kind  of  fie fh  of  men 
another Jlefh  of  beajls,  another  of  fijhes,  and  an¬ 
other  o/ birds.  There  are  alfo  teiejlial  bolus . 

and  bodies  terrefirial :  but  the  gif  of  the  ce- 

another  °ne,  anC  tfle gl°ry  oj  the  ter  refried  is 

We  look  for  the  faints  to  come  in  the  re- 
furie&ion  with  a  real  human  body;  chang¬ 
ed  indeed  it  will  be  ;  for  this  corruptible  mufb 
put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  mutl  Put 
on  immortality.  Andthe faying. (hall  be  brought 
topajs  that  is  written.  Death  is  fwallowed  tin 
in  Vidory  ?  Still  it  will  be  a  body,  and  be  pof- 
k  ued  of  the  powers  and  capacities  which  di- 
liinguifn  the  human  body,  as  really  as  in  the 
p  relent  Hate.  And  a  reference  to  the  anvels 
in  order  to  give  an  idea  of  the  Hate  ofP the 
taints  in  the  refurredion ;  fuch  as  that  of  our 
Lord  in  his  reply  to  the  queftion  of  the  Sad- 
ctucees,  would  fuppofe  that  the  angels  have 
bodies  which  are,  however,  of  the  moll  pure 
and  celefiial  nature. 

1  hat  a6hve  and  powerful  Hate  of  the  air 
and  other  fubllanres,  which  we  call  fpirit,  is 
known  to  exift  from  a  degree  of  expanfion 
o  the  element;  how  free,  i hen-,  from  every 
thing  grols  and  heavy — how  exceedingly 
pure  and  fpiritual,  quick  and  conrrnandi'nn, 
mufl  the  powers  of  that  world  be,  which  tool: 
its  fiame  from  a  Hate  of  the  elements  juft  the 
oppofite  to  that  which  formed  the  earth,  and 
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•was  eondituted  by  the  fulled  and  freed  ac¬ 
tion  of  that  mod  wonderful  power,  which 
maybe  properly  called  the  Jlrength  of  na¬ 
ture? 

The  dodrine  of-Chrid,  or  of  one  having 
authority,  implies  fubjefts  and  fervants;  the 
natural  fubjeds  and  fervants  of  God  were 
the  angels;  this  is  imported,  as  has  been 
{hewn  by  the  name  of  angel. — And  the  date 
of  fubjects  and  fervants  implies  a  law,  which 
is  that  glorious  inditution  commonly  called 
the  Moral  Law;  but  which,  in  the  fcriptures, 
is  fimply  called  the  law,  and  is  comprehend¬ 
ed  in  the  ten  commandments,  and  the  blef- 
fings  and  curfes  given  at  Mount  Sinai. — By 
the  law  being  ordained  by  angels,  and  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  difpojition  of  angels,  it  feems  to  be 
imported  that  it  was  a  fyltem  derived  from 
them,  a  date  of  things  properly  their  own, 
or  an  economy  conformable  to  their  natural 
condition. 

The  law  is  holy,  jud  and  good;  it  points 
out  precifely  the  relation  which  fubfilts  be¬ 
tween  the  Prince  and  his  fubjeds,  the  Lord 
and  his  fervants;  it  is  mod  perfett  in  all 
things.  It  gives  to  God  the  throne,  for  it  it 
his  right  to  reign;  it  exalts  the  Lord  as  the 
King  arid  rightful  Sovereign  over  all,  and 
places  the  fubjed  univerfe  at  the  abfolutc 
difpofal  of  his  will,  i  he  creature  it  claims  as 
a  fervant,  and  requires  of  him  all  his  heart , 
and  all  his  foul,  and  all  his  mind,  and  all  his 
Jlrength,  to  be  given  to  the  Lord  God — all 
that  he  is,  and  all  that  he  has,  and  all  that  he 
can  do,  to  be  devoted  to  him  unreservedly. 
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continually,  and  without  the  lead  failure  for 
even  It  points  out  alfo  the  relations  which 
fubfift  between  the  creatures  and  their  fellow 
fubjefcls,  and  the  duties  which  they  leverallv 
owe  to  each  other,  viz.  that  each  one  liiouid 
love  his  neighbor  as  himfelf. 

This  hate,  as  being  under  the  law,  is  a  glo- 
r’ous  fate;  the  angel,  or  mere  fervant  of 
God,  is  highly  privileged:  for  a  law  fo  per- 
fed:,  fo  holy,  juli  and  good,  to  a  mind  that  is 
erea  end  pure,  muft  afford  an  ample  field  of 
divine entei tainment;  andin keepin g it, there 
muft  be  great  reward ;  for  it  cannot  fail  to 
'  enlighten,  expand  and  feed  the  rational  ex- 
lftence,  ouch  a  ftateofafiion  muft  be  incon¬ 
ceivably  improving .  This  is  intimated  in  the 
word,  Pfalm  civ.  4.  Who  maketh  his  angels 
/pints. — To  ferve  a  God  fo  great  and  glori. 
ous,  and  to  be  conftantly  employed  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  law  fo  exceeding  broad,  muft  great¬ 
ly  elevate,  honor  and  dignify  a  creature. — - 
How  did  the  face  of  Moles  fhine,  when,  but 

a  few  days,  he  was  employed  in  this  angelic 
miniftry. 

A  creature  exifting  in  fuch  a  ftate  has  in- 
terefts  and  rights ;  fupport,  of  courfe,  becomes 
his  due;  he  has  a  claim  to  his  living,  yea,  he 
has  a  claim  to  proteftion  from  his  Lord  and 
Mailer.  Moreover,  a  good  fervant  or  fubjeft 
is  entitled  to  the  approbation  and  favor  of  his 
prince  and  fovereign.  Thefe  are  high  privi¬ 
leges!  rich  interefts!  a  fupport,  fuch  as  the 
proper  world  of  the  angels  wii!  afford  them, 
muft  be  bountiful.  The  hired  fervants  in  the 
houleof  our  heavenly  Father,  have  bread  e- 
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nough  andto  [pare ;  protection  they  are  a  (Tu  red 
of,  and  the  fniiles  of  the  good  Lord  upon  them 
mull  be  a  felicity  the  mod  completely  fatisfy- 
ing  to  their  nature,  and  perfecting  to  all  then- 
heavenly  powers;  a  felicity,  whicn  only  they 
who  have  experienced  the  favor  of  God  can 
know.  The  righteoufnels  of  the  law  is  a  glo¬ 
rious  righteoufnefs,  and  will  cnduic  and  tie 
renowned  for  ever. — Heaven  and  earth  fiiail 
pais  away,  whilft  the  law  fliall  be  eftablifhv.d 
and  honored,  and  not  one  jot  or  tittle  of  this 

divine  inffitution  f hall  fail. 

But,  with  all  this  felicity  and  glory,  the 
righteoufivfs  of  the  law  could  only  give  te>  the 
angels  the  place,  the  privileges  and  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  fervants.  The  Spirit  ol  adoption, 
the  privileges  of  children,  and  the  inherit¬ 
ance  of  fons,  could  never  refult  from  the  molt 
perfect  righteoufnefs  of  the  law;  yea,  the 
mod  excellent  being  in  the  univerfe,  who 
fliould  do  all  that  the  law  requires,  and  re¬ 
peat  the  deeds  of  the  whole'fyftem  without 
the  leafl  fault,  millions  of  times,  and  for  mil¬ 
lions  of  ages,  would  be  Hill  from  this  fource 
of  perfection,  at  an  infinite  and  unapproach¬ 
able  diflance  from  the  righteoufnefs  of  God — 
that  righteoufnefs  which  is  upon  all  them  that 
believe,  and  which  entitles  the  poffeffor  to  an 
inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  and  of 
God,  and  yields  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit. — 
Moreover,  the  law7  can  never  make  the  com¬ 
ers  thereunto  perfect,  or  give  them  more  than 
a  precarious  eflablifhment.  For  Mo/es  defer  w- 
eth  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  the  law,  I  hat 
the  man  which  doth  thofe  things  Jhall  live  by 


Divine  Theory, 
them  And  alfo  it  is  written,  Curfed  is  every 

one  that  continued  not  in  all  things  which  at* 

jvrz/ten  in  the  book  of  the  Lazo  to  do  them.— 
1  ms  is  therefore,  in  the  higheit  hate  of  the 
comer  thereunto,  a  mount  that  might  be  touch- 
d,  and  that  burneth  with  fire.— Hence  the 
pint  of  the  law,  in  a  greater  or  iefs  decree 
is  that  of  bondage,  and  mutt  neceffariiy  a f- 
-  tefci  the  minds  of  thofe  who  are  under  it  with 
the  bondage  of  fear ;  and,  therefore,  it  muft 
ior  ever  remain  diftmet  from,  and  in  fome 
re! pedis  oppofed  to  the  fpirit  of  tiie  gofpel  by 
winch  we  cry  Abba,  Father.  7 

.  ^le  *crvant»  under  the  law,  has  no  inhe- 
sitance;  he  has  no  righteoufnefs  laid  up  for 
mm;  no  fund  in  referve; — no  provifidn  in 
u ore;— he  earns  well  his  penny  a  day;  but 
l^od  is  never  found  in  his  debt,  for  he  re- 
cenes  his  wages  every  day  in  full,  before  the 
•fun  goes  down:  and  after  he  has  done  all 
.  °  e  things  which  are  commanded  him,  he 
*s  Poor’  an<i  has  nothing  but  his  hands  for  his 
lupport ;  and  he  muft  fay,  I  am  an  unprofit- 
ublejeivant :  I  have  done  that  which  was  my 
duty  to  do.  And, if  he  turn  away  from  his 
r ighteoufhefs,  and  commit  iniquity,  all  his 
'n  ojilcoujncfs  that  he  hath  done  /hall  not  be 
mentioned:  In  his  trejpafs  that  he  hath  tref- 

/>///<  a  ,  ana  m  the  jin  that  he  hath  finned,  in 
them  dial!  he  die. 

By  thefe  ob icr va t tons,  I  would  not  be  un- 
derflood  to  mean  that  this  is  t lie  prefent  ffate 
<if  the  angels  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  holy  an¬ 
gels  aie  .undoubtedly,  now  confirmed,  and 
Suave  a  railed  Handing  in  the  family  of  God, 
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ori  account,  of  the  redemption  work  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  but  they  are  intended  to 
fuggeft  merely,  what  was  their  original  and 
natural  condition. 


The  world  of  the  angels  appears  to  be  di¬ 
vided  into  four  provinces,  which  are  often 
pointed  out  in  the  epiftolary  writings,  by 
four  diltinhl  names  ;  and,  in  the  prophetical, 
by  four  emblematical  things.  The  apoftle, 
fpeaking  of  the  glory  of  Chrift,  lavs,  that  he 
is  exalted  in  the  heavenly  places,  far  above 
all  principality,  and  power,  and  might,  and 
dominion,  Eph.  i.  21.  Again,  Whether  they 
be  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  principalities* 
or  powers:  all  things  were  created  by  him,  and 
for  him.  Col.  i.  16.  And  though  thefe  names 
of  honour  and  high  diftinftion,  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  given  them  on  account  of  their 
prefent  advanced  date,  yet  they  feem  evi¬ 
dently  to  refer  to  fome  natural  diftin&ions 
that  exifted  among  them.  Agreeably  to 
this,  the  apoftle  pointing  out  the  enemies 
againfl  which  we  have  to  contend,  befides 
thole  of  fiefii  and  blood,  or  thofe  in  our  own 
nature,  named  four  grand  divifions: — For 

J  r  V 


we  wreflle  not  againjl  jlfh  and  blood,  but 
againft  principalities,  againft  powers,  againfk 
the  rulers  of  the  darkriefs  of  this  world,  a- 
gain't  fpiritual  wickednefs  in  high  places. 
Eph.  vi.  12. 

,  And  when  the  angels  are  referred  10  un¬ 
der  certain  i'igns  and  figures,  luclr  a  divifiots 
l'n ay  ever  be  noticed.  Ezekiel  calls  the  liv¬ 
ing  creatures,  or  rather*  living  beings,  which 
lie  law  in  his  vifion,  Cheiubiin,  which  is  a 
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name  "of  the  angels.  And  if  it  be  thought 
that  tb  is  was  a  vifion  of  uncreated  things, 
{fill  it  is  agreeable  to  our  theory  and  to  the 
fcriptures,  to  conceive  of  the  worlds  as  being 
framed  according  to  thofe  eternal  things— 
one  of  which  worlds,  is  this  of  the  angels. — 
Thefe  cherubim  were  four  in  number,  and 
every  one  had  four  faces,  eacdi  one  differ¬ 
ing;  and  every  one  had  four  wings;  and 
there  were  four  wheels  by  their  fides  round 
about  them  four;  and  their  pofmons  were 
fuch  as  formed  a  fquare,  or  four  fides.  Ze- 
chariah’s  vifion  of  the  chariots,  with  its  in¬ 
terpretation,  greatly  confirms  this  point. — 
He  looked,  and  behold ,  there  came  jour  chari¬ 
ots  out  from  between  two  mountains,  and  the 
mountains  were  mountains  of  brafs.  In  the 
firfi  chariot,  were  red  horfes ;  and  in  the  fe- 
cond  chariot,  black  horfes ;  and  in  the  third 
chariot,  white  horfes  ;  and  in  the  f  ourth  cha¬ 
riot,  gri/led  and  bay  horfes.  Then  I  anfwered 
and  [aid  unto  the  angel  that  talked  with  me, 
what  are  thefe  my  Lord?  And  the  angel  an¬ 
fwered,  and  /'aid  unto  me,  Thefe  are  the  four 
fpirits  of  the  heavens,  < which  go  forth  from 
funding  before  the  Lord  of  all  the  earth.  It 
is  evident,  the  angels  are  here  intended;  and 
they  appear  in  four  fquadrons,  which  bear 
diflinft  marks;  and  that  this  is  a  natural 
diflin&ion,  appears  by  the  anfvver  of  the 
angel  Lord,  that  they  are  the  four  fpirits  of 
heaven. 

In  the  fame  manner,  are  the  angels  repre- 
fented  in  their  miniftry  in  the  New  Tefla- 
ment.  In  the  vifion  of  John,  there  were 
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jfeiir  beafts  round  about  the  throne;  which 
bare  the  fame  dihinguifhing  marks  as  the 
four  faces  of  the  cherubim,  in  the  vifion  of 
Ezekiel. — -And  in  the  opening  of  the  feals, 
there  were  feen  four  horfes,  with  their  riders ; 
one  white,  another  red,  the  third  black,  and 
the  fourth  pale— thefe  were  minihering  fpi- 
rits,  and  the  agents  of  divine  providence  in 
the  earth,  and  luch  are  the  angels.  Again, 
when  the  fervants  of  God  were  to  be  fealed, 
John  faw  four  angels  handing  at  the  four 
corners  of  the  earth,  holding  the  four  winds 
of  the  earth  ;  and  when  the  (laying  of  the 
men  which  have  not  the  feal of  God,  was  about 
to  take  place,  he  hears  a  voice  from  tlbe  four 
horns  oj  the  golden  attar,  which  is  before  God, 
faying  to  the  fixth  angel  which  had  the  trum- 
pet,  loofe  the  four  angels  which  are  bound  in 
the  great  river  Euphrates.  And  the  Jour  an¬ 
gels  zo  ere  loofed  which  were  prepared  for  an 
hour,  and  a  day,  and  a  month,  and  a  year. 
It  may  alfo  be  noticed  refpecting  this  army, 
which,  in  the  (trifled  fenfe,  mutt  be  under¬ 
stood  to  be  angels — that  they  wrought  the 
destrufticn  by  four  powers,  viz.  by  fire,  and 
by  fmoke,  and  by  brimfone,  and  by  heads 
which  were  in  their  tails;  for  their  tails  were 
like  unto  ferpents. 

The  church,  under  the  law,  being  in  a  fub- 
je£t  hate,  every  thing  in  the  camp  of  Ifrael 
was  ordained  at  Mount  Sinai,  according  to 
the  angelic  form.  The  altar  was  four  fquare, 
with  four  horns,  one  at.  each  corner ;  and  it 
was  fet  up  facing  to  the  four  winds.  A  great 
variety  o(  things  in  the  tabernacle,  (hewed 
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the  fame  device ;  around  which  this  hod  of 
God  encamped,  in  four  divifions,  one  on 
each  fide,  diftinguifhed  by  four  ftandards, 
and  moving  under  jour  heads  or  command¬ 
ers  at  diflin£t  founds  of  the  trumpet.  It 
would  be  lengthy  to  enter  into  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  this  angelic  conftitution.  The  things 
which  belong  to  men  and  to  angels,  are  num¬ 
bered  by  two,  by  four  and  by  fix;  as  thofe 
which  belong  to  the  kingdom  of  righteous- 
nefs,  are  numbered  by  three,  by  five  and  by 
feven. 

Again,  the  angels,  in  refpett  to  their  call¬ 
ings  in  the  different  departments  of  the  di¬ 
vine  government,  appear  to  be  divided  into 
two  orders,  which  fome  have  fuppofed  are 
defignated  by  the  names  of  Cherubim  and 
Seraphim  ;  one  of  which  orders  are  employ¬ 
ed  where  ffrength  and  prowefs  is  requifite; 
and  the  other,  in  matters  of  miniflry,  that 
require  intelligence  and  difpatch.  Thus  we 
have  repeated  instances  of  Michael  being 
engaged  in  arms;  as  alfo  of  Gabriel  being 
employed  on  meffages.  And  w’hen  the  an¬ 
gels  are  referred  to  in  their  employments, 
two  words  are  always  ufed,  which  give  them 
a  distinft  defcription,as  in  Pfal.civ.  Who  mak- 
eth  the  clouds  his  chariot — who  walketh  upon 
the  wings  of  the  wind.  Who  maketh  his  angels 
fpirits;  his  ministers  a  {laming fire :  both  which 
words  are  understood  by  the  Apostle  to  the 
Hebrews,  as  referring  to  the  angels  — Of  the 
angels  he  faith,  Who  maketh  his  angels  fpirits , 
and  his  ministers  a  flame  of  fire. — Daniel, 
fpeaking  of  the  glory  of  the  Ancient  of  Days,  ■ 
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fays,  Thoufand thoufands  ministered  unto  him, 
and  ten  thoufand,  times  ten  thoufand,  stood  be¬ 
fore  lum.  And  fimilar  to  this,  we  have  gene¬ 
rally  two  enumerations  given  of  the  angels,  as 
in  Pfal.  lxviii.  The  chariots  of  God  are  twenty 
thoufand,  even  thoufands  of  angels  ;  and,  Rev. 
v.  1 1 ,  And  the  number  of  them  zvas  ten  thou¬ 
fand  times  ten  thoufand,  and  thoufands  of 
thoufands. — This  idea  of  there  being  two  or¬ 
ders  of  angels  is  corroborated  by  the  two  or¬ 
ders  of  (landing  officers  which  were  appoint¬ 
ed  in  the  Jewifh  date,  which  wholly  accorded 
with  the  difpofition  of  angels. 

All  this  is  agreeable  to  the  date  of  Adam, 
in  the  day  that  God  created  man  : — Male 
and  female  created  he  them;  and  blefjed  them, 
and  called  their  name  Adam.  Gen.  v.  2. — 
And  the  government  of  the  world  was,  at 
fird,  committed  to  an  united  head;  And  God 
faid,  let  us  make  man  in  our  image,  after  our 
hkenefs ;  and  let  them  have  dominion,  See. — • 
The  admin idration  of  government  requires 
counfel,  which  cannot  be  had  by  one  alone; 
and  throughout  the  whole  fphere  of  human 
life,  there  exids  luch  leparate  departments, 
as  require  at  lead  two,  in  order  to  maintain 
the  economy.  And  thus,  fays  the  Preacher, 
Two  are  better  than  one ;  becaufe  they  have  a 
good  reward  for  their  labour.  For  if  they 
fall ,  the  one  will  lift  up  his  fellow  :  but  wo  to 
him  that  is  alone  when  he  falleth;  for  he  hath 
not  another  to  help  him  up.  Again,  if  tiro 
he  together,  then  they  have,  heat:  but  how  can, 
one  be  warm  a  one  ?  And  if  one  prevail  again fl 
him,  two  J hall  wit hjl and  him;  and  a  three- 
j'old  cord  is  not  quickly  broken. 
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Alfo,  the  dominion  of  man,  by  the  divine 
charter,  confifted  of  four  provinces ; — And 
let  them  have  dominion  over  the  fifh  cf  the  fea, 
and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  the  cat- 
tie,  and  over  every  creeping  thing  that  creep- 
eth  upon  the  earth .  Thus  was  Adam  a  figure 
of  Chrift.  And  it  may  be  obferved,  that  an¬ 
gels  are  reprefemed  by  the  diflinguifhing 
properties  of  thefe  four  kinds  of  creatures; 
as  by  the  leviathan ,  which  is  the  rnonffer  of 
the  deep; — by  the  eagle ,  which  is  the  king 
of  birds; — -by  the  ox,  which  is  diliinguilhed 
among  cattle  and  by  the  ferpent,  which 
is  the  firft  of  the  creeping  things, 

Mofes,  in  his  account  of  the  creation,  dis¬ 
covers  evidently  a  defign  to  conneft  thefe 
four  provinces  of  creatures  with  the  four  firft 
creative  operations : — Hence,  thofe  of  the 
waters,  he  makes  the  firft  province; — thofe 
or  the  air  the  fecond  ; — of  the  earth,  the  third; 
— and  the  creeping  things,  the  laft. — It  has 
been  obferved  of  the  work  of  creation,  that 
there  was  a  progreftion  in  the  operations, 
and  that  the  light  of  the  unfolding  divine 
will  brightened  each  day  ;  and  the  refult  of 
each  fucceffive  movement  was  ftill  more  and 
more  perfect.  So,  in  this  view,  the  fifh,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  are  to  be  confidered  as  the  ioweft 
fpecies  of  the  animal  creation  ; — the  birds  are 
a  higher  fpecies  ; — the  cattle  are  ftill  more 
perfect; — and  the  ferpent  is  deferibed  to 
have  poffi  ffed  powers  of  intelligence  nearly 
allied  to  thofe  o!  the  rational  worlds ;  and 
being  the  laft  formed,  may  be  fuppofed  the 

mod  perfedi  of  the  animal  natures,  and  to 
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lave  been  the  next  link  in  the  chain  of  be 
n trs ,  to  thofe  who  were  capable  of  moral, 
government.  The  fame  remark  may  be  made 
ipon  the  great  fucceffive  difpenfations  ot 
livine  providence,  which,  in  the  fcriptures, 
ire  called  days,  that  they  fhine  with  tncreas- 
nrr  brio-htnefs  unto  the  perfect  day. 

In  the  pallages  which  have  been  quoted, 
ind  there  are  many  others  in  the  fame  r.yie, 
t  may  be  feen  that  the  angelic  powers,  which 
ire  the  fubje&s  of  the  throne  of  heaven  are 
n  a  fimilar  manner  connected  wiih  the  four 
ivinds;  the  idea  of  which,  as  has  been  nc- 
dced,  feems  to  have  originated  in  tho.,  cre¬ 
ative  operations  which  framed  the  woi  Ids. 

To  recite  only  two  inftances  is  furhcient : 
Thefe  are  the  four  /pints,  or  winds  of  the  hea- 
vens ,  which  go  forth  from /landing  before  the 
Lord  of  all  the  earth.  Zech.  vi.  5—  And  af¬ 
ter  thefe  things,  If  aw  four  angels  funding  on 
the  Jour  corners  of  the  earth,  holding  the  join 
winds  of  the  ea'  th ,  that  the  wind  Jiiould  not 
blow  on  the  earth,  nor  on  the  fea,  nor  on  any 
tree.  Rev.  vii.  1.  And  by  being  thus  con¬ 
nected,  the  angels  are  placed  in  a  flrong 
point  of  analogy  with  thefe  lower  f  ubjecis 
of  Adam’s  empire. 

It  may  alfo  be  obfervtd,  that,  with  the 
winds,  the  courfes  of  the  waters  in  the  world 
before  the  flood,  appear  to  have  conformed^ 
to  the  fame  fystem;  for  a  river  went  out  ot 
Eden,  and  having  watered  the  paradife  of  A- 
dam,  it  was  parted  into  four  beiyis,  extend¬ 
ing  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  cart  11  ;  dividing 
thofe  realms  intjo  four  grand  departments,  and 
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forming  a  natural  communication  throughout 
the  whole  dominion.  And  it  may  be  natur¬ 
ally  inferred  that  the  grand  divifions  and 
progreffions  in  thofe  divine  operations  con- 
tutmg  the  world,  which  are  traced  in  the 
eotirfes  of  the  winds  and  waters,  and  in  the 
animal  natures  and  angelic  economies,  are 
alio  the  grounds  of  the  divifion  of  this  world’s 
*  empire  into  four  great  kingdoms  in  fuccef- 
*\on ;  which  kingdoms  are  reprefented  in  pro- 
p  ecy  by  diflindi  kinds  of  beads,  and  are  or- 
darned  of  God,  and  limited  by  the  fame  laws 
that  govern  the  heavens,  and  control  the  fie ns 
dadjeafons,  and  the  days  and  years. 

It  appears,  moreover,  that  the  angels  are 
conjccraied  beings,  and  that  the  confecrating 
vow  of  hohnefs  was  laid  upon  them  foon  af¬ 
ter  tneir  creation ;  their  date  as  being  under 
die  taw  implies  this,  and  that  the  altar  of 
God  was  fet  up  among  them;  for  the  idea 
or  consecration  relates  to  the  altar;  alfo,  this 
is  imported  by  their  common  name,  Angel; 
for  wherever  the  word  el  is  taken  into  a  name, 
it  ngnifies  that  the  perfon  or  thing  is  either 
a  confecrator,  or  is  confecrated  under  the 
vows  and  oath  of  God.  1  he  ground  of  the 
handing  of  the  angels,  being  made  facred 
under  the  law5  was  the  fearful  circumfiance 
that  rendered  the  fin  of  thofe  who  fell  fo  ex¬ 
ceedingly  unful,  and  gave  it  fuch  drength  to 
then-  condemnation;  and  their  Handing  fin- 
gsy  and  alone  on  this  holy  ground,  left  them 
m  a  fallen  ^tte,  hopelefs  and  irrecoverable;  ' 
■*'  1  >  _  h  o  to  'win  i/mt  is  alone  when  he  palleth 
j  oi  /it  hath  not  anoiaer  to  help  him  up. 
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Section  4,  Man  created  in  the  Image  of 

God, 

The  ftate  of  man  when  firfl  created,  was 
widely  different  from  that  of  the  angels;  for 
inftead  of  being  made  with  the  frame,  and 
placed  in  the  condition  of  a  fervant,  God 
gave  him  a  portion  of  his  own  fpirit,  and 
thereby  capacitated  him  for  dominion ;  and 
he  was  affociated  with  the  Lord  himfelf  in 
the  glory  of  his  majefty,  and  let  up  in  Hate 
with  his  Maker  over  the  works  of  his  hands. 

Chrift  is  the  image  of  God;  and  as  man 
was  created  in  union  with  Chrilt  as  the  Be¬ 
ginning,  or  as  the  Head  and  Lord  of  the  Cre¬ 
ation,  he  was  made  in  the  image  of  God;  in 
his  being  capacitated  with  wifdom  and  know¬ 
ledge  to  hold  the  dominion  of  the  world, 
and  being  a&ually  invefted  with  this  fove- 
reign  authority;  man  was  made  af  ter  the  Ji- 
mihtude  of  God — fearfully  and  wonderfully 
made!  His  firlt  Hate  was  nothing  lefs  than  a 
partnerfhip  with  Chrilt  in  the  glory  of  his 
dominion,  as  far  as  it  refpefled  the  firlt  crea¬ 
tion!  With  fuch  an  imprefs  of  majelly  he 
was  fearfully  made,  and  it  is  all  a  matter  tru¬ 
ly  wonderful ! 

As  Chrift  was  united  with  the  Father  by 
the  everlafting  covenant,  fo  Adam  was  affo- 
eiated  in  a  covenant  with  Chrift;  and  as 
Chrift  was  with  the  Father  a  fellow  in  the 
glory  of  the  eternal  world,  fo  was  Adam  a 
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partner  with  Chrifi.  in  the  glory  of  the  crea* 
tion.  Hence,  as  Chrifi,  in  having  by  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  the  Father  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom 
and  knowledge;  and  in  being  fet  up  in  the 
ancient  dominion  of  heaven,  was  the  image 
of  God,  and  the  brightness  of  his  glory ;  fo 
Adam,  being  capacitated  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  the  Creator  for  the  dominion  of  the 
\voilcl,  and  fet  up  in  this  glory,  was  in  the 
image  of  God,  and  was  the  figure  and  like- 
nefs  of  Chrifi.  In  like  manner,  Chrifi:  having 
become  the  Head  of  the  New  Creation,  and 
being  declared  tne  Son  of  God  with  power, 
accoi  wing  to  the  SpiTit  of  Holme fs ,  by  the  re- 
fur  re  than  from  the  dead;  and'  the  penitent 
{inner  being  brought  into  union  with  him  by 
the  gi  ace  of  the  new  covenant,  and  receiving 
from  him  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  is  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  the  new  world,  he  becomes  a  new  crea¬ 
ture,  and  puts  on  the  new  man,  which  is  re - 
newed  m  knowledge ,  after  the  image  of  his  new 
1  ’reator.  In  what  clear  light  does  the  divine 
theory  here  open  to  view! 

The  fuppohtion  that  mere  creature  excel¬ 
lence  could  be  the  image  of  God,  or  that 
creatures  coulct  be  laid,  with  propriety,  to  be 
in  the  image  of  God  on  account  of  their  own 
moral  righteoufnefs,  or  on  any  account  other  ' 
than  their  being  by  an  aft  of  fovereign  be¬ 
neficence  united  with  the  divine  Word,  the 
true  and  only  image  of  God,  is  grofs  folly 
and  idolatry;  and  it  is  truly  aflonifhing that 
this  ihould  ever  be  fuppofed  by  ferious  per- 
fons,  who  have  bibles  in  their  hands.  When 
God  was-  about  to  create  man,  he  called  his 
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council,  faying,  Let  us  make,  man  in  ^  our 
image ,  after  our  hkenefs ,  & c.  And  in  this  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  unfoldingof  eternal  love,  may 
be  traced  the  manifold  wifdorn  of  God  con¬ 
cerning  the  revelation  of  his  Qon  in  the  world, 
and  the  manifeftation  of  himfel  f  in  the  human 
nature. — We  have  no  evidence  that  the  an¬ 
gels,  however  perfeft,  were  created  in  the 
image  of  God;  on  the  contrary,  by  the  em- 
phalis  that  is  laid  in  the  fcriptures  upon 
man’s  being  created  in  the  image  ol  God,  the 
idea  that  this  glory  belonged  originally  to 
both  natures,  is  ilrongly  objected. 

-Four  things  appear  to  be  intended  in  the 
fcriptures  relative  to  the  image  of  God,  in 
which  man  was  created,  viz.  his  capacity  for 
marriage  union;  his  infpiration  with  the 
breath  of  life;  his  being  crowned  with  glory 
and  honor,  and  his  being  a  covenant  fubject. 
Of  which  things,  the  two  firft,  as  belonging 
to  his  creation,  will  be  briefly  noticed  under 
this  head;  the  two  laft  confiding  in  a£ts  of 
Providence,  will  be  noticed  in  feparate  flec¬ 
tions. 

l.  It  is  faid,  So  God  created  man  in  his  own 
image,  in  the  image  of  God  created  he  him, 
male  and  female  created  he  them,  Gen.  i.  27. 
Again,  In  the  hkenefs  of  God  made  he  him: 
male  and  female  created  he  them,  chap  v.  1, 
2. — By  thefe  words  being  fo  connected,  it  has 
been  underflood  that  fomething  was  thereby 
intended  relative  to  the  ima^e  of  God,  in 
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not  merely,  however,  that  man 
male  and  female,  which  does  no.t 
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diftinguiih  him  from  other  creatures,  but  in 
ills  capacity  for  marriage  union,  which  di- 
Itinguiihes  him  from  all  other  created  beings 
The  Apoftde, /peaking  of  this  (abject,  iiiufl 
nates  the  relation  of  hufband  and  wife,  b y 
the  union  that  fubfifts  between  Chrift  and 
tlie  church. — Eph,  v.  Wives,  fubmit  yourfelves 
unto  your  own  kujbands ,  as  unto  the  Lord . — ■ 
Lor  the  hufband  is  the  head  of  the  wife ,  even  as 
Thrift  is  the  head  of  the  church:  And  he  is 
the  Saviour  of  the  body.  Therefore ,  as  the 
church  is  flub j eel  unto  Chrift ,  fo  let  the  wives 
be  unto  their  own  hufbands  in  every  thing.— 
Hufband  s9  love  your  wives  even  as  Chrift  alfo 
loved  tne  church ,  and  gave  hwifelf for  it ;  That 
he  might  femdfly  and  cleanfe  it,  by  the  wafhing 
of  water  by  the  Word ,  That  he  might  prefent  it 
to  nimfelf  a  glorious  church ,  not  having  fpot 
or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuck  thing ;  but  that  it 
Jhould  be  holy  and  without  blemifh.  So  ought 
men  to  love  their  raves,  as  their  ozon  bodies; 
he  that  lovdh  Ins  wife  loveth  himfe/f  for  no 
man  ever  yet  hated  his  ownjlejh)  but  nourifh - 
elh  and  cherijhetk  it,  even  as  the  Lord  the 
church.  lor  we  are  members  of  Ins  body ,  of  his 
fefh,  and  of  his  bones.  For  this  caufe  [hail  a 
fan  leave  his  father  and  mother ,  and  fliall  be 
foined  to  his  wife,  and  they  two  fliall  be  one 
flcfh.  This  is  a  great  my  fiery ;  but  I  fpeak  of 
Chrift  and  the  church, —  1  he  marriage  un¬ 
ion.  therefore,  is  fuch  as  that  which  fubfifts 
between  Chrift  and  the  church;  and  it  has 
been  {hewn,  that  the  union  of  Chrift  and  be¬ 
lievers,  is  of  the  fame  nature  with  that  fub- 
.lifhng  between  the  Father  and  the  Son;  and 
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is  often  ufed  in  the  fcriptures  to  illuflrate 
that  glory  of  the  divine  nature;  in  each  cafe 
the  twain  are  one.  It  is  then  apparent  that 
this,  endowment  in  the  formation  of  man  re~ 
fpedis  the  great  divine  myftery  of  Chrift,  who 
is  the  image  of  God. 

Hence  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  bond  of 


marriage  is  of  the  most  facred  nature,  far  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  a  merely  civil  institution; 
and,  relating  fd  particularly  to  the  image  of 
God,  the  violation  of  it  must  be  criminal  in 
the  highest  degree.  The  purity  of  marriage 
is  called  the  holme fs  of  the  Lord  which  he  Lov¬ 
ed,  Mai.  ii.  11.  And  the  arguments  to  enforce 
it  are  l'uch  as  thefe,  Have  we  not  one  Father  ? 
Hath  not  one  God  created  us?  And  did  he  not 


make  one  ?  Yet  had  he  the  refidue  of  the  Spirit  .* 
and  wherefore  one?  That  he  might  feed  a  god¬ 
ly  feed:  therefore  take  heed  to  your  Spirit,  and 
let  none  deal  treacheroufly  again/}  the  wife  of 
bis  youth.  Jeremiah  ciolely  connefts  this  fin 
with  that  of  murder.  Why  trimmed  thou  thy 
way  to  feek  love.  Afoin  thy  fkirts  is  found  the 
blood  of  the  fouls  of  the  poor  innocents,  chap.  ii. 
— Under  the  law,  all  profanations  of  lacred 
things  were  punifhable  with  death;  and  as 
marriage  was  of  a  facred  nature,  adultery  was 
to  be  fopunifhed  ;  this  matter  related  to  God’s 
altar;  hence,  it  was  charged  upon  the  viola¬ 
tors  of  the  marriage  covenant,  that  they  had 
profaned  the  holinefs  of  the  Lord;  and  this 
have  ye  done  again,  covering  the  altar  of  the 
ford  with  tears. 


But,  though  it  be  known  what  is  the  just 
judgment  of  God  in  this  cafe,  it  may  not  be 
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inferred,  that  civil  magistrates  ought  there¬ 
fore  to  punifh  the  crime  with  fuch  feverity; 
for  a  pumfhment  according  to  the  peculiar 
defert  of  the  fin,  in  this,  and  fome  other  caf¬ 
es,  feems  to  have  been  particularly  referved 
to  the  divine  province.  W horemongers  and 
dulttrers  God  will  judge.' — -My  objeft  in  this 
remark  is  merely  to  state  the  nature  of  the 
fin,  and  not  how  it  is  to  be  pumfhed. 

The  reafon  affigned  for  the  divine  law, 
Whofo  jheddetb  man  s  blood ,  by  man  pall  his 
bloc  a  be  Jhed ,  is  only  this;  f-or  in  the  image  of 
God  made  he  man. — What  therefore  God  hath 
joined  together ,  let  not  man  put  aj under , 

2.  It  is  alfo  faid5  when  the  Lord  God  had 
formed  man  of  the  dust  of  the  ground,  that 
he  breached  into  his  nojlmls  the  breath  of  life ; 
and  he  became  a  living  fhuh  Thus  man  receive 
ed  immediately  From  his  Maker  the  vital  fpirit 
of' the  creation;  by  which  breath,  fomethiner 
more  is  intended  than  merely  animal  life.  It 
was  this  that  endowed  Adam  with  his  vast 
understanding,  and  distinguifhed  him  from 
all  the  other  creatures,  and  gave  him  a  capa¬ 
city  to  hold  the  dominion  over  them. — So 
that  in  this  refpefcl;  alfo,  man  was  created  in 
the  image  of  God,  and  Adam  was  the  figure 
of  the  Lord  Christ. 

This  endowment  was  nothing  lefs  than  an 
infpiration  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  the  power  of 
which  was  fhewn  in  the  (kill  with  which  A- 
darn  gave  the  name  or  every  creature;  for  the 
Lord  brought  them  unto  him,  to  fee  what  he 
would  call  them;  and  izhatj'oevcr  Adam  called 
every  living  creature ,  trial  was  the  name  there- 
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of.  Names  were  originally  ufed  to  fignify  the 
characters  or  natures  ot  beings  and  things, 
and,  doubtlefs,  in  Adam  s  giving  a  name  to 
every  creature,  he  defignated  its  nature,  and 
this  he  could  do  with  perfedt  precifion,  and 
without  the  least  mistake;  for  whatfoever  A- 
dam  called  every  living  creature,  that  was 
the  name  thereof. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  Adam  poiieifed 
a  certain  divine  infpiration,  by  which  he  could 
look  intuitively  into  the  natures  of  the  crea¬ 
tures,  and  difce*.  n  at  once,  even  before  he  had 
ufed  or  improved  them,  what  were  their  pow¬ 
ers,  and  their  u!e  and  dehgn. — Indeed,  this 
infpiration  fo  unfolded  the  reafon  of  things, 
as  led  him  to  take  prophetic  views  of  the  na¬ 
tural  flate  of  the  creation:  this  appears  by 
his  faying,  when  the  womap  was  brought  un¬ 
to  him.  This  is  now  bone  of  my  bones,  and 
jlefh  of  myflefh :  She Jhall  be  called  Woman,  be- 
caufe  fie  was  taken  out  of  Man. —  There] ore 
Jhall  a  man  leave  his  father  and  his  mother,  and 
cleave  unto  his  -wife:  and  they  Jhall  be  one 
ffi. 

Thus  was  Adam  capacitated  for  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  the  world.  It  was  evidence  that  Jehus 
was  the  Thrift,  that  he  knew  all  men,  and  need¬ 
ed  not  that  any  Jhould  tefify  of  man:  for  he 
kneeo  what  was  in  man:  -for  in  this  appeared 
his  ability  to  govern  and  judge  the  world. — 
So  Adam  needed  not  to  be  told  what  w;v  the 
name  or  nature  of  any  creature;  lor  at  one 
glance  he  could  difeover  it,  and  in  this  was 
manifefted  his  ability  to  Hand  where  he  was 
placed  by  his  Maker,  in  the  image  ol  God  at 
the  head  of  the  creation. 
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And  it  is  evident  that  the  divine  breath  or 
fpirit  given  to  Adam,  was  the  Spirit  of  Ghrift ; 
for.  In  him^was  life,  and  the  life  was  the  light 
of  men.  1  he  true  light,  which  lighteth  every 
man  t,„at  cometh  into  the  world;  or,  the  illu¬ 
mination  which  didinguifhes  men  from  the 
irrational  creatures,  confiding  in  the  breath 
of  life  which  was  breathed  into  Adam,  is  thus 
to  be  traced  to  the  eternal  fource  of  the  di¬ 
vine  word:  Accordinglyitis  laid.  Job  xxxii, 
b.  hut  there  is  a  fpirit  in  man:  and  the  in - 

fpiration  of  the  Almighty  givtth  them  under - 
j landing . 

It  mud,  however,  be  carefully  obferved, 
that  the  fpirit  of  knowledge  with  which  A'¬ 
dam  was  animated  and  lightened,  was  not 
the  Spirit  ol  Holinefs ;  it  was  merely  the 
light  of  nature,  or  a  teaching  of  natural 
things;  the  fell-denial,  and  the  confolation 
— the  teaching  to  know  the  Father  in  duty, 
and  to  abide  in  the  love  of  Chrift,  given  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  are  things  which  belong  to 
the  other  world,  and  conneCl  only  with  the 
humiliation  and  exaltation  of  Chrid.  Thefe 
are  the  humble  portions  of  the  poor  in  Spi¬ 
rit — the  tranfcendently  rich  legacies  of  babes! 
Adam,  though  he  had  a  mind  that  could  un¬ 
ravel  the  whole  lecret  of  nature,  and  com¬ 
mand  the  fea,  the  air,  and  the  earth,  of  thefe 


thin  gs  flil!  lie  knew  nothing! 

rI  he  knowledge  of  the  true  God  is  the  life 
of  rational  creatures;  this  is  the  only  proper 
idea  which  may  be  formed  of  a  living  foul, 
or  ol  rational  intelligent  life.  Of  this  know¬ 
ledge  the  Lord  Jelus  Chrid  is  the  only  irta- 
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fury,  the  foie  medium,  the  beginning  and  the 

end . - This  life  was  given  to  man,  being 

created  in  the  image  of  God,  and  by  the  divine 
Spirit  endowed  with  wifdom  and  knowledge, 
he  became  a  living  foul.— But,  according  to 
the  divine  theory,  in  the  knowledge  of  God 
there  exifts  a  great  diftin&ion,  viz.  Firfl,the 
knowledge  of  Ch rift  as  the  Beginning,  or  the 
truth  and  glory  of  God  unfolded  in  the  crea¬ 
tion  ;  and,  Secondly,  the  knowledge  of  Chrift 
as  the  Servant  and  Son,  or  the  truth  and  glo¬ 
ry  of  God  unfolded  in  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion  and  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven;  and  it 
will  be  underftood  that  the  knowledge  and 
life  of  Adam,  related  merely  to  the  beginning, 
or  to  this  firft  manifeftation  of  God  in  the 
light  and  felicity  of  nature. 

The  happinefs  and  glory  of  Adam,  though 
infinitely  fhort  of  the  bleffednefs  of  the  faints 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  was,  neverthelefs, 
truly  the  enjoyment  of  God;  and  when  the 
immenfity  of  the  works  of  creation  are  con- 
fidered,  and  how  perfeft  and  harmonious 
were  all  things  in  their  original  ftate,  and 
that  the  whole  fyftem  was  full  of  God  ;  and 
alfo,  how  man  was  capacitated  to  look  into 
and  furvey  every  part  of  the  wonderful  ffruc- 
ture,  and  was,  as  it  were,  filled  with  the  light 
and  glory  of  the  whole;  1  fay,  when  thefe 
things  are  confidered,  it  is  readily  perceived, 
that  his  enjoyment  was  inconceivably  great, 
and  that  the  fource  of  the  happinefs  of  man, 
in  his  innocency,  was  boundleis. 

Moreover,  it  will  from  hence  be  diflin- 


guilhed,  that  the  life  of  Adam,  ti 


lough  it  con- 
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fitted  in  the  knowledge  and  enjoyment  of  the 
ever  bleffed  God,  was  not  however  eternal 
life ;  but,  in  its  nature,  was  different  from 
that  unfpcakable gift  which,  through  grace, is 
bellowed  upon  believers  ;  which  truth,  it  has 
been  thought,  was  intimated  by  the,  circum- 
ffance  of  this  life  of  man  being  breathed  in¬ 
to  his  nojlrils.  The  eternal  life  is  clearly  de¬ 
fined  in  the  feriptures  to  confiftin  that  com¬ 
mandment  of  the  Father  which  fent  his  Son 
Jefus  Chritt  into  the  world,  including  the  re¬ 
ward  of  his  filial  obedience.  This  is  life  eternal , 
that  they  might  know  thee  the  only  true  God, 
and  Jefus  Thrift  whom  thou  haft  fent:  and  this 
knowledge  certainly  Adam  did  not  poffefs. 

But,  being  united  to  God  by  that  divine 
medium  of  light  and  knowledge,  which  is  the 
breath  of  life,  man  became  a  living  foul,  en¬ 
joying  the  glory  and  felicity  of  his  Maker, 
and  thereby  il  luff  rating  the  excellency  and 
blettednefs  of  the  Lord  Chritt;  and  alfo  the 
divine  benevolence  in  the  appointment  of 
him  to  be  the  head  of  the  world,  and  in  thus 
raifing  up  his  creatures  to  a  communion  with 
him  in  lus  glory. 


SeGion  5.  The  Sabbath . 

The  Ordinance  of  the  Sabbath  refpe£ts  the 
whole  dodtrine  of  Chritt;  it  embraces  amply 
the  threefold  glory  of  the  Beginning,  the  Ser¬ 
vant,  and  the  Son,  and  offers  the  moft  clear 
and  peifedt.  i'luttration  of  the  divine  theory. 
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The  Apoftle  freaking  of  the  Sabbaths  enjoin  ¬ 
ed  by  the  law,  fays,  they  are  a  fhadozo  of  things 
to  comet  but  the  body  is  oj  Chiijl,  Co  ,  n.  ty« 
The  Sabbath  was  inflituted  by  the  Creator, 
upon  his  finifhing  the  heavens  and  'he  eart  1, 
and  all  the  holt  of  them,  after  fix  days  ;  And 
on  the  feventh  day  God  ended  the  work  watch  he. 
had  made:  and  he  refled  on  the  feventh  day 
from  all  his  work  which  he  had  made.  A  nd  Goc 
'  bleffed  the  feventh  day,  and fancf.ified  it :  becanije 
that  in  it  he  had  rejled  from  all  his  work,  which 

God  created  and  made.  '  V 

The  Rrfi  Sabbath  refpected  merely  the  hn- 
ilhing  of  the  work  of  creation,  and  the  divine 
pleasure,  in  the  glory  of  his  eternal  purpofe, 
unfolded  in  the  world  ot  nature;  and  this 
reafon  only  was  then  affigned  lor  the  lantti- 
fication  of  the  feventh  day,  that  in  it  Godrefl- 
ed  from  all  his  work.  But  as  this  work  ol  cie- 
ation  was  the  broad  foundation,  and  every 
way  exaft  beginning  ol  the  difplay  ol  Chi  ill, 
we  mult  conceive  of  the  divine  mind  as  con¬ 
templating  therein  the  whole  glorious  exhi¬ 
bition;  and  that  this  was,  indeed,  the  holy 
and  bleffed  ref  of  God — the  perfeEl. day,  which 
opened,  as  it  were,  upon  all  his  finifhed  work, 
And  though  no  mention  is  made  ol  the 
obfervance  of  this  day  being  at  fir  11  en  joined, 
upon  men,  yet,  the  knowledge  of  its  being  fo 
fanbtified  and  bleffed  ol  God,  was  a  fufficient 
reafon  for  its  being  regarded  as  an  holy  and 
blelfed  day ;  and  there  are  fome  notices  of 
its  being  obferved,  in  the  divilions  of  time  by 
{even  days,  before  the  giving  of  the  law,  lucli 
as  the  following;  Thl  Lord. jaid  unto  Noah, 
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Come  thou  and  all  thy  houfe  into  the  ark:  For 
yet  feven  days,  and  'I  will  caxfe  it  to  rain  up- 
on  Lae  earth,  Gen.  vii. — Aifo  Noah fent forth 
a  dove  from  him,  to  fee  if  the  waters  were  a - 
hated  from  off  the,  face  of  the  ground.  But  the 
dove  found  no  ref  for  the  foie  of  her  foot.  And 
he  fayed  yet  other  {even  days,  and- again  he 
flit  f 01  ih  the  dove  out  of  the  ark.  And  the  dove 
came  in  to  him  in  the  evening,  and  lo,  in  her 
mouth  was  an  olive  leaf  plucked  off:  fo  Noah 
knew  that  the  waters  were  abated  from  of '  the 
earth.  And  he  fayed  yet  other  feven  days,  and 
fent  forth  the  dove,  which  returned  not  again 
unto  him  any  more,  chap  viii. — Jofeph  made 
a  mourning  for  his  father  in  the  borders  of 
Canaan i feven  days.  There  is  aifo  the  mention 
of  weeks  before  the  law;  and  feme  have  fup- 
pofed  there  was  a  reference  to  the  Sabbath  in 
the  account  of  the  offerings  of  Cain  and  Abel, 
which  are  faid  to  have  been  made  at  the  end 
°f  days.  Many  events  took  place  in  this  dif- 
penfation  of  time,  which  clearly  pointed  to 
a  Sabbath,  and  to  a  Sabbath  of  Sabbaths; 
fuch  as  the  clean  beads  and  fowls  going  into 
the  ark  by  fevens,  the  terms  of  Jacob’s 'fervi- 
ces  in  Syria,  and  the  feven  plentiful  years, 
and  the  feven  years  of  famine  in  Egypt. 

The  Jewifk  Sabbath  refpetted,  not  only  the 
finifhing  of  the  work  of  creation,  but  aifo  the 
hniihing  of  the  fervice-work  of  the  law,  and 
thereleafeof  God’s  people  from  the  bondage 
of  a  fervice  date;  and,  therefore,  in  addition* 
to  the  reafon  of  God’s  having  reded  from 


his  works  of  creation,  which  is  introduced, 
into  the  fourth  commandment,  this  is  aifo  ex-. 
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Tvrefslv  given.  Keep  the  fabbath  day  to  fandtify 

%  as  \he  Lord  thy  God  hath  commanded  thee. 
And  remember  that  than  rvajla  fcrvan.  ,nE- 
gydt,  and  that  the  Lord  thy  God  brou&ht,f' 
fid  thence,  through  a  vugh’y  t 

ftr  etched  out  arm:  thereforetheLordthy  God 
commanded  thee  to  keep  the  fabbath  day . 

The  fervice  of  Ifrael  in  Egypt  is  often  ufed 

as  a  reprefentation  of  the  fervice- work  um.er 
the  bondage  of  the  law;  as  a!fo  their  deliver¬ 
ance  from  that  bondage  is  ufed  to  ieP^fc‘^ 
the  great  redemption  from  hn  andwiatli.t  / 
our  Lord  Jtfus  Chr.lt  The  works  of  the  br 
are  nronerly  called  our  own  works,  as  tlie 
righteoufnefs  of  the  law  is  fitly  ftyled  our  own 
righteoufnefs ;  for  the  deeds  of  the  aw  whic.i 
com  pole  this  righteoufnels,  naturally  helot  g 
to  the  ftate  of  creatures,  and  are  indilpenla- 
biy  requilite  in  the  fubjefts  of  moral  govern¬ 
ment;  and,  therefore,  the  Apoftle  to  the  He¬ 
brews,  fpeaking  of  the  emancipation  ot  be¬ 
lievers  from  the  fervice-work  ot  the  law  lays, 
He  that  is  entered  into  his  reft,  he  a/ Jo  hat, j 
ceafed  from  his  own  works,  as  God  did  pom 

The  Chriftian  Sabbath,  together  with  both 
the  forenamed  things,  refpects  alfo  the  ac- 
complithnient  ot  the  Church  s  warfare,  and 
clofe  of  the  militant  tlate,  by  a  final  victory 
over  Sin  and  Death  and  all  the  powers  ot 
Earth  and  Hell.  This  gofpcl  reft  is  the  per¬ 
fect  day,  the  Sabbath  ot  Sabbaths;  conceni- 

i.n . r  winch  it  is  laid  in  Itaiah ;  1  et  a  very  hate 
?  1  1,7  •  Jd _ /r,  rt-v*  //«/»//  rpn(r  n.nrl.mine 
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while,  and  the,  indignation  jkall  ceaf,  and  mine 
tvioxr  in  their  ddinichon.  He  Jhau  jimte  the 
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€arth  with  the  rod  of  bis  moutb,  and  with  the 
reath  of  bis  lips  jhall  be  fay  the  wicked.  And 
vj  that  day  there  Jhall  be  a  root  of  Jejfe,  which 
Jhall  ft  and  ior  an  enfgn  of  the  people ;  to  it  fall 

toe  (jennies  feek,  and  bis  reft,  or  fabbath  Jhall 
be  glorious* 

In  the  fourth  chapter  of  Hebrews,  the  truth 
.  tne  Sabbath  is  eftablilhed  and  iUuflrated 
m  thefe  three  difiinet  relations  ;  onee  by  a  re¬ 
ference  to  the  reft  which  fucceeded  the  work 
°  c)  cation ;  again,  by  the  promile  which  was 
made  to  the  people  going  out  of  Egypt-  and 
again  by  the  tribes  of  ilraei  {ittinfcLn  in 
Canaan,  at  tire  conclufion  ol  the  wars  of 

Jofhua;  all  which  Sabbaths,  it  is  {hewn,  were 

clearly  fignificant  of  another  day,  and ’look¬ 
ed  forward,  and  pointed  to  a  future  reft.  See 
ver,  4.  dor  he  Jpake  in  a  certain  place  ,J  the 
Jcventh  day  on  this  wife,  and  God  did  ref  on 
the  fen  enth  day  Jroin  all  his  works:  and  ver.  g. 
Again,  If  they  f  all  enter  into  my  reft  -,  which 
manner  of  expreftion  implies  that  the  reft  was 
future.  And  7th  and  8th  verles.  Again  he  li¬ 
mit  eth  a  certain  day,  faying  in  David,  To-day 
t/  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts. 
Tor  f  JJef'us  had  given  them  ref ,  then  ’would  he 
net  afterward  have Jpoken  of  another  day. 

There  remaincth  therefore  a  ref  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  God.  And  though  the  obfervance  of  the 
Chnfnan  Sabbath  be  not  exprefsly  enjoined, 
as  were  all  things  under  t  he  law ;  for  it  was  a- 
greeable  to  the  nature  of  that  difpenfation, 
which  was  the  fervant  ft  ate,  that  all  things 
liiould  be  laid  down  by  precept,  and  by  line; 
yet  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  obliga- 
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tlon  upon  us  to  remember  and  keep  holy  the 
Sabbath  Day ;  for  each  reafon  which  was  giv¬ 
en  in  the  law,  remains  to  us  in  full  force; 
and  a  new  one  is  alfo  added,  which  is  the 
greatell  and  mod  binding  of  all,  viz.  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrid  over  all  his 
and  our  enemies,  by  his  refurredfion  from 
the  dead.  If  an  obligation  to  obfcrve  the  fe- 
venth  day  might  have  been  inferred  with  dif¬ 
fident  clearnefs,  from  God’s  reding  from  his 
works,  and  his  bidding  and  fandiifying  that 
day,  our  obligation  to-  obferve  weekly  the 
day  of  the  refurre&ion  of  Chrid,  which  more 
than  probable  was  the  fame  day,  and  is  pro¬ 
perly  called  the  Lord’s  Day,  may  be  inferred, 
with  double  evidence. 

The  feripture  chronologies, and  the  bed  af- 
tronomical  calculations,  together  with  a  great 
variety  of circumdances  relative  totbe  feventh 
day,  have  combined  to  raile  a  drong  fuppo- 
fition,  that  the  Jewidi  Sabbath  was°not  the 
feventh  day  from  the  beginning  of  the  crea¬ 
tion. — If  not  a  full  demondration,  evidence 
eery  fatisfahlorily  has  been  (hewn,  that  the 
Jewilh  Sabbath  was  put  back  one  day,  and, 
ttonfequently,  that  the  Chrid ian  Sabbath  is 
;hat  leventh  day  which,  from  the  beginning, 
.vas  blejjed and  hallowed.  [See  Bedford’s  Scrip- 

in  e  Chronology,  demonjh  aled  by  ajlronovucal 
:alculations.\ 

As  the  Sabbath,  in  thefe  leveral  dtfpenfa- 
ions,  has  had  certain  didinct  relations,  beinp- 
:onne£ied  more  or  lels  immediately  with  the 
infolding  of  the  divine  will,  as  in  the  Be¬ 
riming,  in  the  Servant,  or  in  the  Son;  and. 
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therefore,  has  diftinbt  reafons  annexed  to  it 
anfwerable  to  the  nature  of  thefe  feveral  ex¬ 
hibitions;  like  other  inftituted  ordinances, 
and  figns,  and  emblems  of  divine  truth,  it 
may,  in  certain  refpefts,  be  changed  and  al¬ 
tered ;  we  (hould,  therefore,  coniider  the  a- 
greement  between  the  fign  and  what  at  differ¬ 
ent  times  is  particularly  fignified,  and  look 
to  thefe  feveral  relations  and  realons  or  the 
inftitution  of  the  Sabbath,  to  govern  our 
views  refpecting  the  time  to  be  obferved.  and 

the  manner  of  obfer  vance.- 

The  queftton  when  the  Sabbath  ooes  be¬ 
gin,  whether  at  lundowm  or  at  midnight, 
has  arifen  chiefly  from  the  fame  fource  with 
numerous  other  difputes,  which  is  that  ot 
blending  fubjefts  belonging  to  the  law  with 
ihofe  which  belong,  diftinbtly,  to  the  gofpeh 
That  the  Tewifli  Sabbath  began  at  Sun¬ 
down,  or  at  fix  oclock,  P,  M.  is  cieaily  as¬ 
certained,  both  by  their  law  and  their  prac¬ 
tice.  They  were  exprefsly  required  to  cele- 
brate  their  Sabbath  from  even  unto  even.  Lev. 
xxiii.  32.  And  their  bringing  their  flex  to 
Chr iff  to  be  healed,  token  the  fun  did  Je^ 
Mark  i.  32.  whil'd  they  fuppofed  it  was  for¬ 
bidden  on  the  Sabbath,  thews  that  they  be¬ 
gan  and  ended  their  day  at  t lie  going  own 
of  the  fun;  and  the  Jews  do  fo  praciice  to 

this  time.  ,  1  • 

T  his  inftitution  and  prafiice  accoiaed,  m 

time,  with  the  particular  relation  and jeaion 

of  the  Tewilh  Sabbath,  which,  as  has  bee 

fhewn,  ‘was  their  ceafing  from  them  labours 

under  the  Egyptian  bondage;  and  tins  as  a 
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type  of  the  great  emancipation  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  God  from  the  fervice-work  of  the 
law;  for  it  is  evident,  they  ended  their  fer- 
vice  to  the  Egyptians  at  even,  when  they 
retired  to  their  houfes,  and  fhut  themfelves 
within  doors,  to  keep  the  paffover.  And  the 
fer  vice-work  of  the  law  was  alfo  finifhed  at  the 
eventide,  when  the  bond  itfelf  was  cancelled, 
being  nailed  to  the  crofs  by  the  death  of 
Chrift,  which  took  place  after  three  o’clock, 
P.  M.  which  was  the  time  of  the  offering  of 
the  evening  facrifice,  and  the  time  when  the 
pafcal  lamb  was  killed.  It  was  at  this  time 
of  the  day,  that  the  angel  Gabriel  delivered 
to  Daniel  the  glorious  prediction  of  the  fe- 
venty  weeks,  Chrift  our  pafsover,  was  fa- 
cnficed  for  us,  and  offered  hirofelf  a  fweet- 
fmelling  favour  to  God,  in  the  cool  of  the 
day,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  world. 

But  though  there  be  evidence,  that  the 
Jewifh  Sabbath  commenced  in  the  evening; 
and  fhould  it  be  alfo  admitted,  that  the  firff. 
fabbath  began  at  the  evening — that  this  is  the 
natural  order  of  time — and  that  the  evening 
nr  night  has  preceded  the  day  in  the  ufuat 
-eckonmg  of  time— all  this  will  not  deter¬ 
mine  the  pueuion  refpe£hng  the  Chnflian 
sabbath ;  for  this  has  oiftmct  relations  ;  and 
f  the  reafon  of  the  refurreftion  of  Chrift  has 
:hanged  the  day,  it  may  be  fuppofed  fuffici- 
:nt  alfo  to  alter  the  time  of  its  beginning  and 
ndmg;  and.  indeed,  the  jewifh  Sabbath,  &c„ 
on  for  rmng  in  time  to  its  great  reafon,  and 
ommencing  when  the  work  to  which  it  re¬ 
nted  was  done,,  inftead  of  its  being  an  arms- 
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ment  againft  the  beginning  of  the  Chriftiart 
Sabbath  at  the  time  of  the  refurreflion,  when 
the  glorious  victory  was  completed,  it  is 
really  tin  argument  in  its  favour;  for  cer¬ 
tainly,  the  great  reafon  of  our  Sabbath,  the 
refurreftion  of  our 'Lord,  which  is  the  evi¬ 
dence  and  earned  of  the  refurre&ion  of  the 
juft,  is  one  as  weighty  and  commanding  as 
thofe  which  diftinguilhed  the  Jewifh  Sabbath, 
or  that  which  from  the  beginning  rendered 
the  feventh  day  memorable  and  facred. 

Every  circumftance  related  by  the  Evan¬ 
gel  ids,  concerning  the  refurreciaon  of  Chrift, 
fead  us  to  underhand,  that  it  was  in  the  dead 
of  the  night,  at  leaft  paft  the  middle,  and 
drawing  towards  the  morning  watch; — tho’ 
the  fervice  of  Ifrael  in  Egypt  was  finifhed  in 
the  evening,  yet  it  was  not  until  midnight 
that  the  deltroying  angel  wTent  forth,  and 
'dealt  the  blow,  which  made  their  enemies 
exclaim,  zoe  be  all  dead  men*  It  \vras  in  the 
morning,  though,  it  feems,  before  the  cur¬ 
tains  of  the  night  were  withdrawn,  that  they 
e retied  the  ftandard  of  Jehovah,  affembled 
together,  and  began  to  move  forward  in  tri¬ 
umph.  When  our  Lord  had  overcome  thejharp- 
nefs  of  death*  upon  the  crofs,  he  undoubted¬ 
ly  became  the  aflailant,  entered  the  domini¬ 
ons  of  him  who  had  the  power  of  death,  pur- 
fued  and  approached  the  foe  in  his  own  dark 
citadel;  and  it  may  be  readily  apprehended, 
that  the  earthquake,  accompanying  the  re- 
furreclion,  was  from  the  Ihock  of  that  dead.y 


*  This  very  expreffive  phrafe  was  taken  from  an  ancient 
Ghriftiau  hymn. 
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Mow  given  to  the  head  of  the  ferpent,  by  all 
the  immortal  ftrength  with  which  our  Lord 
role  from  the  dead.  Like  Sampfon,  wnen 
he  arofe  at  midnight  and  went  out  ot  Gaza, 
carrying  away  the  doors  of  the  gate  ot  the 
city,  and  the  two  pods  and  the  bar,  fo  the 
Lord  of  Glory  arofe,  and  bur  11  afunder  the 
bars  of  death,' and  led  captivity  captive. 

The  attempt  made  by  Dr.  Hopkins,  to 
fltew that  “  it  is  as  probable, and  perhaps  more 
“  fo,”  that  the  refurretlion  of  Chr/ft  was  in 
the  evening,  foon  after  funfetting,  as  at  the 
time  ufually  taken,  can  never  fucceed. — 
There  is  not  a  angle  circumdance  in  the 
hi  dory  of  the  whole  fcene,  which  does  in  the 
lead  favour  fuch  a  conjecture.  And  in  re¬ 
ply  to  his  query,  “  Is  it  not  prefumption, 
“  and  will-wordtip,  to  begin  the  Sabbath  at 
“  any  other  time  of  the  day”  than  fundown? 
It  may  be  faid,  let  no  man  judge  us  in  refpeft 
of  the  new-vioon,  or  of  the  ffewijk  Sabbath, 
days,  which  were  indeed  a  diaaow  ot  good 
things  to  come,  but  the  fubdance  is  of  Chrid, 

With  this  great  realon  ol  the  Chridian 
Sabbath  in  view,  to  fuch  as  acknowledge  the 
refurreftion  of  Chrid  to  be  a  fullicient  ground 
for  the  change  of  the  Sabbath,  from  the  fe- 
venth  to  the  fird  day  of  the  week,  there  is 
one  paflage  which,  alone,  may  be  thought 
decifive  of  the  prefent  queftion,  and  places 
it  beyond  all  controverfy,  that  the  evening 
following  the  fird  day  of  the  week,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  our  Sabbath,  is  to  be  conddered  as 
the  evening  of  that  day — the  text  in  view  is 
John  xx.  19.  Then  the  fame  day  at  evening , 
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being  the  fir  ft  day  of  the  week ,  when  the  doors 
zoere  /hut,  where  the  difciples  were  affembled 
for  fear  of  the  jews,  came  Jefus  and  flood  in 
the  mid  ft,  and  ft aid  unto  them,  pea,ce  be  unto 
you.  According  to  the  view  of  thofe  who 
begin  the  Sabbath  at  funfet,  the  time  here 
noted,  which  was  the  evening  iucceeding  the 
firft  day  of  the  week,  ought  to  have  been 
called  the  next  day  at  evening,  being  the 
ft  con  d  day  of  the  week.  This  interview  of 
our  bleffed  Lord  with  his  difciples,  mufl 
have  been  at  a  late  hour,  long  after  fun  down; 
for  that  fame  evening  he  had  turned  in,  as 
a  traveller  for  the  night,  with  two  of  his  dis. 
ciples  at  Emmaus,  feven  or  eight  miles  difi- 
ant  from  Jernfalem;  and,  at  (upper,  was 
known  unto  them  in  breaking  of  bread,  and 
immediately  diiappeared;  when  thefe  two 
difciples  rofe  up,  and  came  to  the  city,  and 
found  their  brethren  and  rehearfed  to  them 
this  event,  before  the  interview  took  place 
here  mentioned  hv  John ;  which  is  fair!  to  be 
on  the  evening  of  the  fame  day  with  his  re- 
furiedion,  being  the  firff  day  of  the  week. 

Many  circurnltances  might  be  given  from 
the  New  1  eUament,  greatly  corroborating 
thus  evidence;  but  as  this,  together  with  the 
n  lation  of  our  Sabbath  to  the  refurreftion. 


which  we  have  considered,  has  been  thought 

s  _  7  o 

f ufficien t  to  determine  the  queftion  in  favour 
of  its  commencing  in  the  morning,  and  has 


uniformly  governed  the  prablice*ci  the  Chri- 
flian  Church  down  to  the  orefent  time,  ex- 
cepting  a  very  modern  and  (mall  leer,  it  is 
deemed  unneccflary  to  enlarge.  The  con.- 


Sabbath. 


227 


cern  which  feme  have  expreiTecl,  that  unlefs 
we  begin  the  Sabbath  at  fundown,  we  may 
not  certainly  know  of  its  beginning,  may  ne 
fafely  waved;  for  the  herald  trumpet  will  be 
waking  loud.  Doubt  it  not!  We  inall  all 
hear  the  midnight  cry.*  I  have  here  parti¬ 
cularly  noticed  Dr.  Hopkins,  becaufe  he 
was,  perhaps,  the  hr  ft  who  introduced,  in  fo 
formal  a  manner,  the  obfervance  of  Saturday 
evening,  or  the  evening  preceding  the  Sab¬ 
bath,  as  an  article  of  Chrifiian  practice. 

The  Hebrews  obferved  a  week  of  days, 
ond  a  week  of  weeks,  and  a  week  of  years, 
and  a  week  of  feven  times  feven  years.  Re¬ 
markable  events  alfo,  refpeding  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Chrift,  are  noticed  to  take  place  in 
the  feventh  generation,  d  bus  Enoch,  who 
fir  ft  prophefied  of  the  coming  of  the  Lord 
with  ten  thoufand  of  his  faints  to  execut ^judg¬ 
ment  upon  the  ungodiy ,  was  the  feventh  from 
Adam; — Eber,  who  gave  the  name  to  the 
holy  people,  was  the  jeventn  from  Enoch; 
— Ifaac,  who  was  devoted  upon  the  altar, 
was  the  feventh  from  Eber.  And  from  A- 
braham,  who  was,  as  it  were,  the  father  of  a 
new  world,  in  the  feventh  generation,  his  feed 
went  out  of  Egypt ; — and  there  were  again 
feven  generations  to  David.  Matthew  com¬ 
muted  the  time  from  David  to  the  captivity 
into  Babylon,  to  be  fourteen  generations ;  and 
again  fourteen  generations,  alter  the  captivity 
to  Chrift.  A  computation  by  fevens,  feven  ties, 


*  The  commencing  and  ending  of  the  Jewifh  Sabbath,  wa* 
notified  by  the  iignal  of  blowing  a  trumpet. 
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&c.  appears  to  govern  the  annals  of  the  holy 
people;  as  that  of  fixes,  tens,  &c.  does  the 
times  of  the  Gentiles.  And  the  perfuafion  has 
long  exifted,  even  before  the  Chriftian  era, 
that  the  feventh  thouland  years  of  the  world, 
were  deflined  t  o  be  the  perfect  day,  the  jubilee, 
and  the  great  fabbatical  year  of  the  creation. 
But  though  this  be  the  divine  counfei,  the 
approach  of  the  great  day  cannot  from  hence 
be  precifely  known  ;  for  Inch  is  the  hate  of 
all  ancient  chronologies,  that  it  cannot,  with 
certainty,  be  determined  how  long  the  world 
has  already  exifted. — The  Septuagint  Bible, 
which  appears  to  have  been  ufed  generally 
by  the  writers  of  the  New  Teftament,  greatly 
exceeds,  in  its  numbers,  the  common  com¬ 
putations;  infomuch,  that  they  could  not, 
with  judgment,  be  generally  followed. — In 
fome  infiances,  however,  circumflances  af¬ 
ford  the  ffronger  probability  in  favor  of  its 
enlarged  periods.  Jofephus,  whole  means  of 
information  ref'petting  ancient  clironology, 
greatly  exceeded  what  any  man  can  now 
have,  and  whole  indulfry  and  integrity,  as  a 
hiftorian,  cannot  bedoubted,  fays,  that from 
“  the  generation  of  Adam  until  the  deduc¬ 
tion  of  the  firit  temple,  there  were  three 
ihoufand  five  hundred  and  thirteen  years, 
fix  months,  and  ten  days;”  and  he  alfo 
computed  the  time  from  this  event  to  the 
birth  of  Chrill  to  be  fix  hundred  and  thir¬ 
ty  years.  According  to  which  numbers,  we 
are  now  eonfiderably  advanced  upon  the  Jail 
century  of  the  fix  thouland  years. — Dating 
the  deftrutlion  of  Terufalem.  bv  the  Romans, 
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Jofephus  fets  down  the  time  fo  as  to  make 

the  birth  of  Chrift  a,  m.  4 1 4 5 >  c‘  *UPP° 
ing  this  deftruftion  to  be  a.  d.  70. 

That  Jofephus  was  accurate  in  the  lalt  pe- 
riod  is  clear  from  the  prophecy  in  Daniel  of 
feventy  weeks;  one  week  and  half  a  week, 
fucceeding  the  end  of  the  captivity  to  the  death 
of  Chrift ;  half  a  week,  thirty-five  years,  was 
the  time  from  the  birth  of  our  Saviour  to  his 
death  ;  feventy  years  elapfed  from  this  vifion 
to  the  time  Ezra  was  commiftioned  by  Ar- 
taxerxes;  and  the  remaining  time  was  juft  le- 
ven  feventies.-  Add  to  thefe  the  feventy  yeais 
of  the  captivity,  and  the  time  agrees  precife- 
ly  with  Jofephus,  viz.  fix  hundred  and  thirty 
years  from  the  deftruclion  of  the  firft  temple 
to  the  birth  of  Chrift.  And  Matthew  divid¬ 
ing  the  number  of  the  generations  from  Da¬ 
vid  to  Chrift  equally,  at  the  time  of  the  cap¬ 
tivity,  favors  much  the  enlarged  numbers  giv¬ 
en  by  Jofephus  to  this  fir  ft  period,  which 
make  the  two  periods  more  equal.  And  al- 
fo,  the  Apoftle  to  the  Galatians,  having  quo¬ 
ted  the  promife  made  to  Abraham  when  he 
left  Haran,  at  which  time  he  was  feventy-five 
years  old,  and  then  faying,  that  this  covenant 
of  promife  was  made  jour  hundred  and  thir¬ 
ty  years  bejore  the  giving  oj  the  law,  which  ex- 
attly  agrees  with  Jofephus,  greatly  ftrength- 
ens  this  part  of  his  chronology ;  indeed  there 
feems  to  be  no  room  to  doubt  of  Jofephus 
being  right  as  to  this  period. 

Thefe  obfervations,  however,  are  not  made 
to  fix  an  era,  but  to  fliew  rather  that,  the  age 
of  the  world  cannot  now,  with  certainty  be 


Divine  Theory. 


230 

determined,  and  the  greater  probability  ex- 
ids  that  the  common  computation  is  lome- 
whatihort  of  the  true  time.  They  who  follow 
the  directions  of  their  Lord,  and  are  watchful 
concerning  his  appearing,  may  come  to  an 
indrudive  knowledge  of  the  approach  of  this*' 
molt  folemn  event,  upon  much  furer  grounds 
than  the  bed  calculations  of  the  age  of  the 
world;  even  were  it  certain  that  the  great 
Sabbath  would  commence  exatliy  with  the 
feven  thoufand  years. 

In  the  firft  world,  one  day  in  feven  was  ho¬ 
ly;  and  the  holinefs  of  God  the  truth  of  the 
eternal  confecration,  was  there  fignified  by  a 
few  other  articles,  particularly,  that  com¬ 
mandment  of  the  Lord  God,  which  interdic¬ 
ted  the  tree  of  knowledge  to  be  ufedvor  even 
to  be  touched  ;  and  this  was  enough  to  fo- 
lernnize  the  creation. — But,  what!  O  what 
will  be  the  purity  and  folemnity  of  the  com¬ 
ing  world!  there,  every  day  will  be  holy ;  it 
will  be  all  one  Sabbath ;  every  article  in  that 
world  will  bear  the  damp  of  Mount  Zion, 
and  every  creature  be  clad  in  the  veliments 
of  the  Lord’s  retinue.  In  that  day Jhall  there 
be  upon  the  bells  of  the  horfes,  holiness  un¬ 
to  the  lord;  and  the  pots  in  the  Lord’s 
houje  (halt  be  like  the  bowls  before  the  altar. — - 
And  in  that  day  there  Jhall  be  v.o  more  the  Ca-  ■ 
naanile  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  of  Hojts, 
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Se&ion  6.  Man  crowned  with  Glory  and 
f  Honor. 

As  Chrift  is  called  the  Image  of  God  on 
account  of  the  ex  predion  of  the  divine  will 
in  him.  one  part  of  which  is  exprelfed  in  his 
being  fet  up  in  the  glory  of  the  eternal  Ma- 
jefty ;  fo,  according  to  tire  date  of  Chrift;,  man 
being  made  in  the  image  of  God,  he  was 
crowned  with  glory  and  honor. 

All  rational  union  in  the  fcriptures  is  con- 
ftdered  as  covenant  union  more  or  lefs  ex¬ 
plicit;  and  the  principle  of  covenant  union 
between  men  and  Chrift  being  uniformly  the 
fame  as  that  of  a  fellowship,  partnerfhip,  or 
marriage,  which  places  the  parties,  as  to  in- 
terefts,  upon  an  equality;  confequently,  the 
union  of  Adam  with  Chrift,  as  Lord  of  Cre¬ 
ation,  which  is  properly  called  the  covenant 
of  life,  made  man  the  lord  of  the  creation  ; 
the  fame  as  the  union  with  the  Lord  our  righ- 
teoufnefs,  called  the  covenant  of  grace,  en¬ 
titles  believers  to  all  the  immunities  of  the 
holy  city,  new  Jerufaiem,  and  makes  the 
church  the  Lord  our  rightecufnefs,  jet-  xxxiii. 
16.  and  by  which  union  all  the  faithful  have  a 
right  to  thediftinguifhing  glories  of  the  Head, 
and  Lord  of  the  new  world,  fuch  as  the  re - 
fur r echo n,  and  the  life,  which,  in  its  nature,  is 
eternal;  and  power,  as  lords,  to  triumph  o- 
ver  death,  and  live  and  reign  in  that  world 
in  which  lie  liveth  and  reigneth  by  his  own 
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and  his  Father’s  righteoufnefs,  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  glorious  eternal  covenant. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  exaltation, 
glory  and  honor  of  Adam  was  a  matter  of 
mere  bounty  bellowed  upon  him  in  the  con- 
flitution  of  his  creation,  uniting  him  with  the  ft 
all  glorious,  all-meritorious  Lord  of  Crea- 
lion,  and  confided  no  more  in  any  inherent 
virtue  and  merit  of  his,  than  the  exaltation 
and  glory  of  the  redeemed  faints  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God,  confills  in  any  holinefs  and  me¬ 
rit  of  theirs  ;  and  that  without  this  union  he 
could  not  have  enjoyed  the  honors  of  a  crown 
and  the  riches  of  a  dominion.  Thus  we  find 
that  all  glory  is  of  Chrilt ;  he  was,  and  is,  and 
is  to  come,  the  alone  fource  of  riches,  and 
honor,  and  glory,  and  blelfing. 

Had  man  been  created  in  a  form  anfwera- 
ble  to  the  other  creatures  of  God,  and  had 
he  been  placed  in  the  condition  of  a  fubjeft 
merely,  and  made  a  fellow-fervant  with  the 
angels  under  the  dominion  of  the  Lord  of 
heaven  and  earth,  his  Hate  would  have  been 
natural;  his  formation  then,  together  with  the 
whole  frame  of  the  univerfe,  would  only  have 
manifelted  the  power,  (kill  and  benevolence 
of  the  Creator;  and  there  would  have  been 
nothing  in  the  human  nature  mylterious  and 
calculated  to  excite  wonder,  more  than  in 
the  nature  of  the  angels.  But  that  man,  yef- 
terday  the  dull  o!  the  ground,  mould  be  made 
in  the  image  of  God,' and  be  capacitated  for 
dominion;  that  lie  Ihould  be  clothed  with 
the  robes  of  ma  jelly,  have  a  crown  fet  upon 
his  head,  and  be  placed  over  worlds!  this 
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-has  been  a  wonder  from  the  beginning,  it  is 
now,  and  through  the  endlefs  ages  of  eterni¬ 
ty  it  will  never  ceafe  to  be  a  wonder. 

This  is  the  wonderful  lubjeft  which  is  in¬ 
troduced  with  fuch  pathos  and  folemnity  in 
the  eighth  Pfalm.  What  is  man,  that  thou  art 
mindful  of  him?  and  the f on  of  man,  that  thou 
vifitefl  him?  For  thou  hifi  made  him  a  little 
lower  than  the  angels,  and  hajl  crowned  him 
with  glory  and  honor.  Thou  madeft  him  to 
have  dominion  over  the  works  of  thy  hands; 
thou  haft  put  all  things  under  his  feet :  All 
fheep  and  oxen,  yea,  and  the  beafls  of  the  field: 
The  fowl  of  the  air,  and  the  fi/h  of  the  fea,  and 
whatfoever paffeth  through  the  paths  of  the  feas. 

This  indeed  is  a  deep  myltery,  a  hard  quef- 
tion;  but  it  is  opened  in  the  fame  Pfalm,  at 
leaf!,  a  clue  appears  to  be  given  to  the  inte¬ 
resting  anfwer  in  the  words  of  the  firltverle, 
which  are  repeated  in  the  lalt,  where  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghoft  fignifies,  that  this  glory  and  honor 
of  Adam  arofe  from  his  being,  by  the  fove- 
reign  pieafure  of  his  Maker,  united  to  and  fet 
tip  in  the  glory  of  Chrift ;  who  is  here  fpoken 
of,  as  in  many  other  places,  under  the  appel¬ 
lation  of  the  Lord’s  name,  from  whofe  merit 
and  excellency  all  this  honor  and  glory  was, 
and  is  Hill  to  be  derived  to  man ;  to  whom, 
therefore,  our  whole  attention  is  called,  and 
all  mult  be  afcribed.  0  Lord  our  Lord,  hovi 
excellent  is  thy  name  in  all  the  earth! 


234 


Divine  Theory. 


Sedlion  7.  The  Covenant  with  Adam. 

The  divine  tranfaclion  of  the  explicit  co¬ 
venant  with  Adam,  was  calculated  merely  to 
(hew  and  perfcft  his  true  hate  by  creation. 
It  was  the  exprefs  declaration  of  the  truth  of 
his  evidence  as  a  living  foul,  viz.  that  he  liv¬ 
ed  in  union  with  the  Divine  Word,  on  that 
medium  his  life  abfolutely  depended;  and 
fhould  he  leave  that  for  any  other  fuppofed 
medium  of  knowledge  or  life,  death  mud  in¬ 
evitably  enfue. — It  will  be  remembered,  that 
when  we  now  fpeak  of  an  union  of  Adam 
with  Chrid,  the  view  refpefts  merely  that  date 
of  Chrid  which  is  unfolded  in  the  creation,  and 
the  life  here  intended,  is  that  which  he  thus 
received  by  the  breath  of  his  Creator. 

As  Chrid  was  fet  up  in  covenant  union 
with  the  Father,  and  was  the  Chrid  of  God, 
and  his  name,  glory  and  blefl'ednefs  fubdded 
in  the  truth  of  a  rational  and  divine  com¬ 
pact  ;  and  as  in  fuch  an  holy  relation  he  was 
the  image  of  God;  for  Adam,  therefore,  to 
be  the  figure  of  Chrid,  and  to  dand  up,  as  it 
were,  in  his  edate  and  glory,  as  the  Beginning 
and  Lord  of  the  Creation,  and  fo  to  be  in 
the  imane  of  God,  it  was  necefiarv  that  he 
fhould  be  covenanted  with  him,  and  that  his 
life,  glory  and  bledednefs,  by  virtue  of  a  co¬ 
venant  union  with  his  Lord,  fhould  fubfifl 
in  the  fame  divine,  facred  and  rational  way. 

Not  merely,  therefore,  as  man  was  to  be 


Covenant  with  Adam.  235 

treated  as  a  moral  agent,  but  in  order  to  per¬ 
fect  his  Hate,  as  being  made  in  the  all-glori¬ 
ous  image  of  God,  it  was,  upon  this  giound, 
neceflary  that  he  fhould  be  put  on  trial. — 
This  pofition,  confidently  with  that  exalted 
ftate  in  which  man  was  placed  by  being  af- 
fociated  with  Chrift;  in  which  covenant  re¬ 
lation  he  was  deftined  to  hold  communion 
with  the  Lord  himfelf,  in  the  glory  ol  the 
creation;  this,  I  fay,  could  not, in  tne  nature 
of  things  be  avoided;  for  a  covenant  necef- 
fanly  implies  an  obligation  ol  faith  or  fideli¬ 
ty,  and  covenant  fidelity  neceffarily  implies 
trial ;  fothat  this  tranfafclion  with  Adam,  re¬ 
buked  merely  from  the  glorious  and  molt 
bountiful  conflitution  of  his  creation,  and 
was  neceflary  to  carry  that  confiitution  into 
full  effedl. 

And  it  is  very  evident  that  the  moral  a- 
gency  of  Adam,  the  exercife  of  which  is  fo 
much  infilled  on  by  many,  in  explaining  this 
tranfadtion,  was  itfelf  conllituted  in  this  co¬ 
venant;  for,  what  idea  can  be  formed  of  mo¬ 
ral  agency,  which  does  not  relpect  lome  co¬ 
venant  or  law?  Had  man  been  placed  in  the 
fame  relation  with  the  angels,  their  law  would 
have  given  to  his  condition  the  folemnity  of 
obligation ;  but  his  Hate  being  entirely  differ¬ 
ent  from  theirs,  this  divine  injunction  alone 
could  fo  form  his  mind,  and  make  him  fub- 
jedt  to  duty  and  accountable. 

We  find,  therefore,  this  tranfadlion  very 
Ample,  and  merely  the  perfedling  of  the  Hate 
of  man  by  creation,  and  the  manifellation 
and  explicit  verbal  declaration  of  that  won- 
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derful  and  fearful  circumftance  of  his  form¬ 
ation,  viz.  that  he  was  made  in  the  image  of 
God,  and  enjoyed  his  life  and  blelfednels  by 
means  of  a  divine  medium,  and  fuch  a  ra¬ 
tional  and  facred  union  with  the  Creator.  So 
flrangely  has  this  matter  been  mifunderfiood 
and  mifreprefented !  and  the  doBrine  of  Chrijl 
al mod  wholly  hid,  where  it  may  be  contem¬ 
plated  in  this  light  of  a  covenant  tranfahiion, 
which  affords  one  of  the  cleared  illuff rations 
of  the  glorious  truth,  which  can  poflibly  be 
given. 

!»«.*■«■■■.  ■■■■■■  - - 


Section  8.  The  Tree  of  Life . 

In  many  paffages  of  feripture,  as  the  Apof- 
tle  obferved  of  marriage,  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  greed  mxfiery , 
and  cannot  be  obtained  but  by  deep  relearch, 
and  mod  diligently  comparingfpiritual  things 
with  fpiritual;  efpecially  thoie  recording  the 
works  and  ways  of  God  previous  to  the  fall 
of  man,  in  which  the  truth  of  Chrift  is  fo  con¬ 
cealed,  that  his  inquiring  friends  have  there 
often  palled  him  by  undifeovered ;  but  in  the 
article  of  the  tree  of  life ,  he  has  been  ever 
mod  clearly  manifefted. 

The  name  of  this  tree,  expreffive  of  its  na¬ 
ture,  having  m  it  nothing  ambiguous,  as  had 
that  of  the  knowledge  of  good,  and  evil;  it  be¬ 
ing  preferred  by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and 
its  influence  to  prelerve  the  living  foul,  and 
fdl-fuppoiting  power  upon  the  body,  doubt- 
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lefs  known  and  experienced,  raifng  itwhilfl 
enjoyed  above  all  injury,  pain  and  diffolu- 
tion,  pointed  out  molt  fjgnificantly  the  true 
medium  of  life;  and  it  was,  in  its  nature,  as 
clearly  a  lign  and  fymbol,  and  alfo  means  to 
Adam,  of  his  living  naturally  by  Chriff,  as 
the  lacrament  of  the  Lord  s  Supper  is  to  us, 
of  our  living  by  him  fpiritually.  I  he  unbe¬ 
lief  and  fiupidity  of  mitlaking  the  one,  is  as 
great,  and  is  very  fimilar  to  that  oi  miflaking 
the  other. 

The  truth  of  Chrift,  as  has  been  fliewn, 
being  of  a  lacramental  nature;  by  faci  a- 
mental,  I  mean  relating  to  a  covenant  and 
oath;— God  has  been  pleafed  from  the  be¬ 
ginning,  to  fet  this  eternal  truth  before  men, 
by  means  of  facraments,  or  lacramental  figns 
and  emblems,  which  Hand  as  vifible  witnefles 
of  life  and  death,  the  bleffing  and  curfing, 
according  to  the  nature  of  tire  covenant. — 
Such  were  the  two  trees  diflinguifhed  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  covenant  of  life,  in  the  paradile 
of  Eden;  fuch  were  aho  the  two  mountains 
Ebal  and  Gerizim  under  the  law,  and  fuch 
are  now  the  facraments  of  the  New  Tefla- 
ment. — As  the  worthy  partaker  of  the  Iioly 
Supper  feedeth  upon  the  bread  of  life,  and  im- 
bibeth  the  quickening  fpirit;  but,  he  that 
eateth  and  drinketh  unworthily,  eateth  and 
drinketh  condemnation  to  himfelf ;  and  as  the 
bleffing  went  forth  from  Gerizim  to  the  obe¬ 
dient  with  authority  and  e fie 61,  and  the  wrath 
and  curfe  from  Ebal  look  hold  of  the  tranf- 
greffor  with  power  and  certain  execution  ; 
fo,  the  tree  of  life,  as  a  witnefs  that  man  re- 
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xnaining  in  innocency  fhould  live,  was  invert- 
eel  with  the  power  of  life,  as  alfo  the  other  tree 
was  inverted  with  the  power  of  death.  Thus 
man  was  placed  upon  trial,  with  both  life  and 
death  let  before  him. 

1  Ins  blefled  tree,  full  ol  life  and  vigor,  was 
fufficient  alone  to  make  a  paradife;  as  the 
emblem  and  pledge  of  the  firft  covenant  con¬ 
stitution,  which  was  a  covenant  of  life,  it  was 
a  provision  all  fustaining  to  the  body;  and, 
as  the  vifible  memorial  of  the  truth  of  Christ, 
it  alforded  alfo  food  to  vivify  and  felicitate 
the  mind;  in  its  nature,  appearance  and  ufe, 
it  anlwered  exprefsly  to  this  firft  Hate  of  the 
creation,  and  to  Ihew  forth  the  glorious  cha- 
ra&er  of  Chrirt  as  the  Beginning.  This  is 
f’o  evident,  that  it  requires  no  lliuilration. 


Section  9.  Tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and 

evil. 

For  the  trial  of  Adam,  and  exercife  of 
his  covenant  obligation  of  fidelity  to  Cbrift, 
as  his  head  and  Lord,  it  was  necertary  that 
fome  object  (hould  be  prefented  before  him, 
that  might  be  fuppofed  a  medium  ol  true 
happifying  knowledge.  This  was  done  in 
the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil. 

And  though,  for  the  fake  of  the  trial,  the 
fruit  of  this  tree  was  let  before  man,  appa¬ 
rent!  v  good  for  food,  in  a  form  molt  enticing, 
and  to  be  d  fired  to  make  him  wife,  as,  in  ap- 
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pearance,  fairly  promifing  the  ultimate  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  foul,  and  beating  its  name,  yet 
man  was  not  tempted  and  deceived  by  his 
Creator;  whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  he  was 
plainly  informed,  by  the  word  of  the  Lord 
God.  what  the  nature  of  it  was,  and  what 
muft  immediately  follow  upon  his  attempt¬ 
ing  to  obtain  from  hence,  notwithstanding  its 
good  and  defirable  appearance,  either  tup- 
port  and  delight  for  the  body,  or  improve¬ 
ment  and  elevation  for  the  mind. 

He  was  exprefsly  admomfhed  concerning 
this  tree  and  its  fruit,  as  being  no  more  than 
the  appearance  of  good;  and  in  the  name  it 
bore,  he  was  warned  of  its  dangerous  nature , 
in  that  it  prefented  two  oppofite  cafes ;  fo 
that  being  regarded  according  to  the  inter¬ 
dicting  command  of  God,  it  was  to  him  ule- 
ful  and  good,  as  thereby  he  would  have  the 
knowledge  of  obedience  and  duty,  which  is 
the  knowledge  of  Chrift ;  but  in  the  other- 
cafe,  it  was  evil,  as  by  eating  thereof,  he 
would  know  from  it  what  is  the  bitter  fruit 
of  tranfgreflion,  and  the  fatal  nature  ofduo- 
bedience. 

By  the  name  of  this  tree,  fufnctently  de¬ 
ciphered  by  the  word  of  the  Lord  given  to 
him,  Adam  was  fully  apprized,  that  if  lie 
gave  it  credit,  and,  againfl  the  word  of  God, 
prefumed  to  ufe  it  for  food,  or  in  any  way 
as  a  medium  of  fupport,  life  and  knowledge, 
he  would  know,  by  woful  experience,  that 
he  had  loft  good,  and,  not  abiding  in  the 
knowledge  of  Ch rift,  that  he  had  conceived 
evil,  a  delufion  and  lie. 
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DiftinG,  therefore,  and  oppofite  in  its  na¬ 
ture,  as  this  tree  was  from  the  tree  of  life, 
ft  ill,  as  it  fprang  up  neceftarily  in  the  garden 
ol  God,  from  the  divine  and  mod  benificent 
operation,  which  caufed  there  to  grew  a  tree 
of  life,  its  exiftence,  the  exiftence  of  evil,  is 
neceftarily  comprized  in  the  argument  of  the 
divine  theory;  for,  without  fuch  means  of  a 
trial,  the  covenant  union,  and  the  duty,  fide¬ 
lity  and  glory,  which  compote  the  whole 
doftrine  of  Chrift,  could  have  never  been 
known,  and  man  could  no  more  have  had 
the  knowledge  of  good,  than  he  could  have 
had  the  knowledge  of  evil. 

O 

O  the  depth  and  the  height,  to  which  the 
mind  is  tranfported  by  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift!  On  high,  to  our  view,  it  garnifheth 
the  heavens,  and  openeth  the  gates  of  the 
Lord,  into  which  the  righteous  do  enter! 
and  in  the  deep,  it  formeth  the  crooked  fer- 
pent,  the  dark  region  of  dead  things ,  and  them 
that  people  it ! 


Seflion  10.  Conclujion  of  the  Chapter  on 

Creation . 


To  give  a  full  illuflration  of  the  truth  of 
Chrift,  as  the  beginning  of  the  creation,  it 
would  be  neceffary  to  trace  the  argument  of 
divine  wifdorn  through  ail  the  natural  world, 
and  oifer  divine  effays  upon  all  trees, from  the 
cedar  tree  that  is  in  Lebanon,  even  unto  the 


that  fpringclh  out  of  the  wall;  and  alio 
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in  relation  to  this  doftrine,  to  fpeak  particu¬ 
larly  of  beafls,  and  of  jowl,  and  of  creeping 
things,  and  of  fifties.  We  are  allured  this 
was  once  done  ;  by  the  aid,  no  doubt,  of  this 
grand  clew  of  wifdom  and  knowledge,  that 
the  worlds  were  framed  by  the  word  oj  God. 

That  fuch  a  theory  of  Chrift  does  pervade 
the  creation,  and  is  legibly  inlcribed  in  the 
bofom  of  Heaven,  and  on  every  object  be¬ 
longing  to  the  earth  and  fea,  is  a  fa£t  which 
every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world  ap¬ 
pears,  in  fome  degree,  confcious  of ;  and 
which  ought,  as  the  tirft  ground  of  conviction, 
to  be  appealed  to  by  Chrilt’s  witneffes  in  all 
the  world.  The  preacher  of  the  everlafling 
gofpel  will  proclaim  unto  them  that  dwell  on 
the  earth,  faying  with  a  loud  voice,  fear  God 
and  give  glory  to  him,  for  the  hour  of  his 
judgment  is  come :  and  worfnip  him  that  made 
heaven  and  earth,  and  the  fea,  and  the  foun¬ 
tains  of  water. 

But  all  that  we  have  propofed,  was  an  il- 
luflration  of  the  divine  theory  in  luch  of  the 
leading  fafts  of  the  creation,  &c.  as  may  elta- 
blilh  the  principle,  unfetter  the  human  mind 
of  the  prejudices  of  falle  principles  and  mis¬ 
taken  fafts,  and  give  it  boldnefs  in  exploring 
rational,  philofophical,  fcriptural  truth. — • 
And  it  is  thought,  that  what  has  been  offer¬ 
ed,  is  fufheient  to  ellablilh  this  view  ol  the 
great  truth,  viz.  that  the  creation  once  exill- 
ed  in  a  ftate  of  glory  and  happinefs,  all  an- 
fwerable  to  the  fuff  Rate  and  primitive  glory 
of  Chrift, 


CHAPTER  III. 


OF  THE  AFOSTACY, 


Section  i.  The  Fall  of  Angels. 

A  S  the  fcriptures  fo  clearly  reveal  the  truth: 
"  of  the  heaven  and  the  earth  being  united 
to  (Thrift  by  the  conftitution  of  creation; 
and  all  worlds  being  framed  together  upon 
one  divine  foundation,  and  fo  particularly 
mention  the  angelic  worlds,  things  inviji- 
ble,  thrones,  and  dominions,  and  principali¬ 
ties  and  powers,  as  being  all  originally  thus 
conftituted; — -they  alfo  reveal,  very  exprefs- 
ly,  that  the  fin  and  fall  of  the  apoftate  angels 
confifted  in  breaking  off  from  their  founda¬ 
tion,  or  not  holding  to  their  divine  confti¬ 
tuted  head.  The  angels  fell  by  finning  a- 
gainft  Chrift,  revealed  to  then}  in  the  con- 
iiitution  and  law  of  their  creation. 

Of  the  devil,  the  firfi  rebel  and  feducer 
of  angels  and  men,  it  is  declared  that  he  was 
a  murderer  from  the  beginning ,  John  viii.  44. 
By  this  ex  predion,  compared  with  other 
fcriptures  in  agreement,  we  underhand  that 
Lis  fin,  arid  firfi  attempt  to  feduce  others, 
refpe£led  Chrift  as  the  Beginning,  the  foun¬ 
dation  and  Head  of  the  creation  and  it  is 
immediately  added,  and  abode  not  in  the 
truth .  This  ex  predion  confirms  the  fenfe  of 
the  other — Chrift  is  both  the  beginning  and 
the  truth.  The  divine  declaration,  that  the 
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devil  was  a  murderer  from  the  beginning,  ana. 
abode  not  in  the  truth,  is  a  very  exprefs  re¬ 
velation  of  the  nature  of  the  fin  of  the  devil 

and  his  angels.  _  , 

The  fame  thing  is  exprefled,  in  muen  the 
fame  manner,  1  John  iii.  8  .The  devil  fmneth 
from  the  beginning ; — and  it  is  added  here, 
For  this  pur pofe  the  Son  of  God  was  mam  i  eft  - 
ed,  that  he  might  defir oy  the.  works  of  tilt  devil. 
This  alfo  confirms  the  fentiment,  that  the 
works  of  the  devil  were  the  (educing  ol  crea¬ 
tures  from  Chrift;  and  therefore  his  coming 
into  the  world,  and  recovering  loff  creatures 
to  himfelf,  deffroys  the  works  of  the  devil. 

But  we  have  a  paffage  in  the  epillle  of 
Tude,  verfe  6,  which,  though  in  the  fame 
ftyle  as  the  foregoing,  and  refpefcts  the  reve¬ 
lation  of  Chrift  in  the  fame  remarkable  word, 
the  beginning,  is  flill  more  exprefs — -1  he  an¬ 
gels  that  kept  not  their  beginning  *  This 
fentence  is  conftru&ed  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  laft  fentence  in  the  preceding  verfe, 
which  reipedts  the  people  of  lfrael  who  were 
deftroyed  in  the  wildernefs -and  not  holding 
their  beginning,  foundation,  and  head,  as  evi¬ 
dently  exprefles  the  fin  of  the  angels,  as  not 
believing  exprefles  the  fin  of  the  people  who 
perifhed  in  the  wildernefs.  The  angels  fell, 
^n  r npyo-avreeg  not  keeping  Christ  their  beginning : 
the  people  in  the  wildernefs  fell  pen  irtszvcrxvTGc  ;  not 

believing  Chrift  their  angel. 

The  devil,  in  thus  breaking  off  from  Chrill 
and  feducing  others,  was  a  murderer; — he 
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deftroyed  himfelf  and  all  whom  he  drew  af¬ 
ter  him;  and  inilead  of  continuing  the  il- 
luftrious  and  rational  being  he  once  was,  he 
is  now  ranked  with  the  brute  creation,  nam¬ 
ed  and  deici  ibed  as  a  dreadlul  beajl ,  a  dragon, 
lion,  or  dog.  1  **  a 

1  he  change  of  the  character  of  this  angel, 
which  took  place  immediately  upon  his  fall, 
from  being  the  Son  oj  ike  Morning ,  to  that 
oi  a  horrible  fiend ; — and  the  change  of  his 
condition,  from  being  free  in  the  habitation, 
of  light,  to  that  of  a  beaft  chained  in  dark- 
nefs,  will  illustrate  to  all  eternity  the  infinite 
wortn  of  Christ,  and  fhew  the  abfolute  de<* 
pendence  of  all  the  excellence  and  felicity 
of  creatures  upon  him. 


? 


Seflion  2*  The  Fall  of  Man. 

.  The  devil,  having  departed  from  the  be¬ 
ginning,  and  become  an  enemy  to  the  truth, 
immediately  determined  upon  war,  if  by  any 
means  he  might  dethrone  his  fovereign,  and 
overthrow  his  kingdom;  and  as  man  was  af- 
fociated  with  the  Lord  Chrift,  and  flood  wTith 
him  in  the  intereft  and  on  the  party  of  the 
government,  his  ground  became,  as  it  were, 
the  out  poll  or  homier  of  the  empire,  and 
prefented  the  natural  point  for  commencing 
the  attack. 

As  man  was  made  in  the  image  of  God, 
and  crowned  with  his  glory  and  honor,  it 
might  be  luppofed  that  the  myflerious  char- 
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ter  of  his  dominion  extended  to  an  afcendan- 
over  the  angels ;  for,  indeed,  without  any 
inception,  he  was  by  the  Lord  God  fet  over 
\  works  of  his  hands ;  a gain ft  man,  there- 
ire,  this  proud,  difobedient  and  rebellious 
fpirit  rofe  up,  as  againft  his  lord  and  love- 
reign. — And  as  man  had  begun  to  exercife 
the  higheft  a&s  of  fovereignty,  by  giving 
names'  to  the  creatures,  which  were  among 
the  fir  ft  exercifes  in  a  way  of  adminiftration 
that  exuted  in  the  creation;  he  was  confid- 
ered  as  Handing  /ffg^-upon  the  ground  of  this 
dominion;  fo  that,  in  this  his  wonderful  un¬ 
ion  with  Chrift,  the  reafons  are  apparent, 
why  the  devil  aimed  at  man  his  firll  biow. 

,  And  here,  again,  we  may  view  and  admire 
the  depth  of  the  divine  counfel,  that  the  lame 
circumllance  in  the  Hate  of  man  which  occa- 
fioned  his  overthrow,  led  to  his  recovery,  viz. 
that  the  matter  which  railed  againll  him  an 
enemy,  was  a  cattle  of  infinite  value,  and  an 
interell  in  common  between  him  and  the  Lord 
Chrift,  in  which  the  Lord  his  maker  had  the 
greateft  fhare! 

The  ferpent,  which  for  powers  of  intelli¬ 
gence  was  above  all  the  beafts  of  the  field, 
was  the  proper  inftrument  to  be  employed 
in  carrying  this  dark  defign  into  elfetf ;  for 
which  purpofe,  the  necellary  trial  of  man,  to 
give  him  the  knowledge  ol  truth  and  obedi¬ 
ence,  according  to  the  good  pleafure  of  God, 
afforded  a  fair  opening. 

From  what  has  been  obfe-rved,  rcfpeGinga 
certain  analogy  fubfifting  between  the  fub- 
je6ls  of  both  worlds,  the  affociation  of  this 
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angelic  fpirit  with  the  ferpent,  may  not 
feern  fo  (Irange;  for  in  fuch  a  political  con¬ 
cern,  or  matter  of  Hate,  whillt  the  Lord  of 
Heaven  alfociated  with  man  in  the  interefl  of 
the  government,  a  defign  of  rebellion  would 
naturally  lead  thofe  fubjefts  of  the  upper 
world  to  feek  a  correfpondence  abroad,  in 
order  to  draw  into  their  interell  the  fubjefis 
of  this,  where  immediately  the  foene  of  ac¬ 
tion  was  defigned  to  commence. 

,  And  it  Ihould  ever  be  a  warning  to  all 
who  are  diltinguilhed  for  their  natural  en¬ 
dowments,  not  to  trull  even  to  fuperior  fa- 
gacity  and  genius;  that  the  molt  fubtile  an,d 
intelligent  of  all  the  creatures  of  the  world, 
was  the  firil  to  be  drawn  into  that  accurfed 
enterprize,  in  which  be  was  crulhed  to  the 
ground  and  irrecoverably  loll;  for,  though 
the  other  creatures  will  be  preferved,  and  en¬ 
joy  at  lalt  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children 
of  God;  yet,  by  the  irrevocable  decree  of 
Heaven,  the  ferpent  and  all  his  generation 
(hall  die.  On  account  of  this  early  connex¬ 
ion  of  the  arch- rebel  with  the  ferpent,  and 
alfo  of  his  fubtile  and  wily  charafter,  he  him- 
felf  is  doomed  to  bear  the  hateful  name  of  the 
ferpent. 

Upon  this  ground,  therefore,  of  the  inte- 
eft  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  queflion  who 
(hall  have  the  dominion?  the  war  of  ages 
(hit  broke  out ;  and  notwithllanding  the  fuc- 
cefsful  attempts  which  have  been  made,  in 
thefe  lad  days,  to  conceal  the  nature  of  je- 
fus  Ch rill’s  nol'pel,  and  to  divert  the  attention 
of  men  from  the  Hope  of  Ij'rael  in  the  reitor- 
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adon  of  the  kingdom,  to  fy  Items  of  mere  pie¬ 
ty,  religion  and  morality ;  the  kingdom  the 
dottrine  of  the  kingdom  is  Hill,  and  to  the 
great  day  of  deciiion,  will  be  the  point,  the 
all-inter  efting  ground  of  the  lolemn  contro- 
verfy.  And  being  thus  at  once  aflauhed,  by 
the  fubtilty  of  the  ferpent,  and  the  falfehood 
of  the  devil,  the  woman  was  deceived  and 
fell;  and  by  one  of  the  ocepeft  ffratngems 
that  was  ever  conceived,  together  with  the  na¬ 
tural  force  of,  perhaps,  as  tempting  an  ob- 
ietl  as  ever  allured  tne  human  eye,  the  man 
alfo  was  overcome  and  ruined. 

By  the  fall,  man  loft  the  image  of  God, 
and  as  necefl'arily  expired  as  a  living  foul,  as 
the  body  expires  feparated  from  air;  the 
crown  of  glory  and  tiono r  fell  from  lus  ne.*.ci, 
and  he  ceafed  to  be  lord  of  the  creation,  and 
became  litie  the  beafls  that  per  if li,  as  necelfa- 
rily  as  the  breathleis  body  loles  its  glory  and 
ftren^th,  and  changes  into  a  coipfe.  i  Ins 
event  mofl  ftrikingly  ill uff rated  the  all-im¬ 
portant  truth,  that  all  the  bleflednefs,  glory 
and  power  of  creatures  arife  from  their  uni¬ 
on  with  the  bleffed,  glorious  and  almighty 
Word ;  that  life,  and  the  favor  of  God  is  en¬ 
joyed  only  through  the  Lord  of  Life,  the  be¬ 
loved  One,  who  was  fet  up  from  ever  la  fling. 

And  being  thus  without  flrength,  having 
left  the  Rock  of  Ages,  man,  and  the  whore  cre¬ 
ation  with  him,neceftarily  fell  under  the  pow¬ 
er  and  tyranny  of  the  great  enemy  the  devil, 
who,  by  the  difplacingof  Adam,  came  m  and 
took  polletlion  of  the  whole  realm,  and  let  u ja 
over  man  and  all  the  creation,  tec  reign  os 
death. 
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This  finifhed  what  is  called  the  threatening 
to  Adam,  dying  thou Jhalt  die.  Falling  from 
Christ  his  life,  latan  rofe  over  him  armed 
with  power  derived  from  his  reparation  from 
the  only  fource  of  life,  and  which  is  therefore 
called  the  power  of  death ,  and  fet  up  over 
him  the  dominion  of  darknefs,  tyranny  arid 
horror.  But  the  darknefs  and  mifery  of  the 
power  and  reign  of  the  devil  in  the  world, 
ferves  thus  to  brighten  the  illustration  of  the 
light  and  bleffednefs  of  the  power  and  reign 
of  the  Lord  of  Light  and  Bleffednefs. 


Se£Hon  3.  Depravity. 

The  doQxine  of  the  entire  depravity  of 
man  by  the  fall,  properly  stated,  can  admit 
of  no  difpute  but  what  implies  either  igno¬ 
rance  or  difbeliefof  the  whole  divine  fystem ; 
for  as  the  uprightnefs  and  perfection  of  man 
all  con  fisted  in  the  divine  constitution  of  his 
creation;  his  being  made  in  the  image  of 
God ;  the  lofs  of  this  standing  in  covenant 
union  with  Christ,  must  imply  a  state  of  to¬ 
tal  and  univerfal  depravity. 

The  idea  of  the  covenant  of  life  being  part¬ 
ly  broken,  and  partly  kept,  or  of  the  divine 
union  with  Christ  being  partly  lost,  and  part¬ 
ly  retained,  lias  never  been  advanced ;  fuch 
a  thing  is  inconceivable;  what  was  declared 
by  the  word  of  God,  was  the  most  evident 
truth,  that  in  the  day  man  fhould  eat  of  the 
tree  that  was  the  article  of  the  trial  of  his  co- 


Depravity.  249 

11  4  '  1  »  ^  .  H  ,  t 

vcnant  fidelity,  he  fhould  die ;  for,  loofing 
the  breath  of  Life ,  he  must  of  courfe  be  a  dead 
man. 

It  will  alfo  be  obferved,  that  the  depravity 
of  the  fall  cannot  be  contemplated  as  being 
merely  negative,  or  the  lofs  of  the  image  of 
God ;  for  this  covenant,  as  {hewn,  being  of 
the  nature  of  marriage,  t|je  breach  of  if  implies 
beingjoined  to  another.  A  feparation  from 
ChriTt  can  exift  only  by  union  with  an  Anti- 
Chrift.  An  entire  feparation  from  Chrid,  and 
union  with  the  ferpent,  being  free  from  righ- 
teoufnefs,  and  filled  with  all  unrighteoufnefs , 
is  the  fearful  date  of  the  apodacy;  and  the 
true  datement  of  the  cafe  is  fufficient  to  {hew, 
that  without  an  almighty  intervention,  the 
depravity  of  the  fall  mud  have  extended  uni- 
verfally  through  nature, 


f  3  E 


DIVINE  THEORY 


PART  II. 


THE  ARCHANGEL: 


HIVSTRATING  THE  TRUTH  OF  CHRIST  AS  BEIN® 
HEAD  OF  THE  REDEMPTION-WORLD. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


OF  THE  ELECT  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Seftion  i.  The  Union  of  the  elect  World  with 

the  Beginning. 


‘T'HOUGH  the  ele£t  ellablifitment  did  not 
diftinHly  open,  in  our  world,  till  the  call 
of  Abraham;  yet,  as  the  lines  were  marked 
out  in  the  beginning,  and  it  aftually  took 
place  in  the  upper  world,  immediately  upon 
the  great  apoliacy;  from  this  time  we  may 
connder  the  glorioi  •  Lord  as  entering  upon 
his  mediate  (late,  and  commencing  the  work 
of  redemption. 

By  the  name  of  archangel,  being^com- 
pounded  of  the  words  beginning  and  angel, 
we  are  reminded,  that  the  feene  immediate¬ 
ly  opening  will  be  a  twofold  exhibition,  and 
that  views  of  the  fervice-work  will  be  ciofely 
combined  with  -  profpebls  o!  the  fame  na¬ 
ture  ol  thole  already  contemplated;  lor  the 
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whole  divine  exhibition,  being  one  entire 
work,  framed  upon  one  unbroken  plan,  the 
foregoing  is  not  fhut  by  the  opening  of  a  fol- 
lowingfcene;  but  the  work  of  exhibiting  the 
good,  and  acceptable ,  and  perfect  will  of  God, 
is  continually  proceeding  on  from  glory  to 
glory. 

It  has  already  been  hinted,  that  the  glory 
of  the  approaching  day  will  confifl  of  the 
exhibition  in  one  full  view  of  the  univerfe, 
of  the  threefold  glory  of  Chrift,  viz.  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  the  Beginning,  in  the  mod  perfefl  hate 
of  the  creation;  the  glory  of  the  angel,  in 
the  illuftrious  proofs  of  his  merit  and  honor, 
as  he  will  appear  covered  with  the  wounds 
and  fears  of  the  faith  and  patience  of  the  mi¬ 
litant  (fate;  and  the  glory  of  the  Son  of  God, 
in  the  open  {hew  of  his  viftory,  by  the  pre¬ 
ferment  of  his  trophies  in  the  full  aftembly 
of  the  church  triumphant. 


Section  2.  The  Divinity  of  the  Archangel. 

In  this  place,  it  will  be  proper  to  notice 
the  feripture  evidence  of  the  divine  character 
of  the  archangel,  and  that  he  is  none  other 
than  the  Lord  Chrift. — Among  the  angels  of 
Godfno  doubt,  there  is  a  natural  chief;  one, 
whole  proper  name  is  Michael,  and  who,  on 
account  of  his  highefl  poll  and  command, 
from  their  firft  eftate,  bare  among  them  the 
eliftinguiftiing  title  of  archangel;  but,  upon 
the  awful  emergency  of  the  breaking  out  of  a 
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rebellion,  when  Chrift  himfelf  flood  forward 
to  defend  their  ground  of  truth,  this  mighty 
angel  willingly  gave  up  to  him  his  command, 
his  title,  and  his  name ;  and  as  Chrift  went  in 
perfon  into  the  field,  as  commander  in  chief 
of  God’s  hobs,  he  was  known  among  them 
by  the  proper  name  and  title  of  their  Angelic 
Commander. 

i  he  reprefentations  which  are  made  un- 
der  this  character  are  fuch,  as  fometimes  lead 


us  neceffarily  to  conceive  of  the  Lord  him¬ 
felf  ;  at  other  times,  however,  another  dill  in  ft 
perfon  is  raoll  naturally  underftood ;  as  in 
1  Theft,  iv.  16.  where  it  is  faid.  The  Lord 
himfelf Jhall  defeend  from  heaven  with  a  fhout, 
with  the  voice  of  the  archangel:  So  that 
to  explain  and  reconcile  thefe  reprefentati¬ 
ons,  it  appears  neceflary  to  adopt  the  above 
hypothefis,  that  two  perfons  may  be  intend¬ 
ed  by  this  fame  name. 

Among  the  evidences,  that  this  glorious 
angel,  fo  uiftinguifhed  in  the  affairs  of  the  ho-, 
ly  people,  is  the  Lord  Chrift,  the  following 
pafiages  may  be  noticed.  And  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  called  unto  Abraham  out  of  heaven  the 
fecondtime,  And 'faid,  Bymyfelf  have!  fworn, 
faith  the  Lord,  for  bccau/e  thou  hafl  done  this 
thing,  and  haft  not  withheld  thy  [on,  thine  on¬ 
ly  [on:  That  in  bleffing  I  will  blefs  thee,  and 
in  multiplying  I  will  multiply  thy  feed  as  the 
ftars  of  heaven,  and  as  the  land  which  is  up¬ 
on  the  fea  fhore ;  and  thy  feed  (hall  pcflefs 
the  gate  of  ins  enemies ;  And  in  thy  feed  (hail 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  blelfed;  be- 
caufe  thou  haft  obeyed  my  voice.  Gen.  xxus 
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in,  16,  17,  i8. — The  angel  which  redeemed  me 
from  all  evil,  blefs  the  lads.  Gen.  xlvm.  16 — 
And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto  him 
in  a  flame  oj  fire  out  of  the  midjl  of  a  bujh : 
and  he  looked,  and  behold  the  bvjh  burned  with 
fire,  and  the  bujh  was  not  conjumed. — More¬ 
over  he /aid,  I  am  the  God  of  thy  father,  the 
God  of  Abraham,  the  God  of  Ifaac,  and  the 
God  of  Jacob.  And  Mofes  hid  his  face-,  for 
lie  was  a  raid  to  look  upon  God.  Exod.  iii. 
2 — 6. — Behold,  I  fend  an  angel  bc/oie  thee ,  to 
keep  thee  in  thy  way,  and  to  bring  thee  into  the 
place  which  I  have  prepared. — Beware  of  him, 
and  obey  his  voice,  provoke  him  not:  for  he 
will  not  pardon  your  tranfgreflions;  for  my 
name  is  in  him.  Exod.  xxtii.  20,  21.  And  in 
ah  their  affliction  he  was  afflicted,  and  the  an¬ 
gel  of  his  prefence  hived  them.  Jlai.  lxiii.  9. 
And  they  anfwered  the  angel  of  the  Lord  that 
flood  among  the  myrtle  trees,  hie.  Zech.  i.  1 1, 
— The  prophet  called  this  angel  that  talked 
with  him  his  Lord.  See  verle  9.  Hie  angel  of 
God,  whofe  lam,  and  whom  IJervc.  Ath  xxvii. 
23. — And  the  angel  which  1  flow  flan d  upon 
the fea,and  upon  the  earth,  lifted  up  has  hand 
to  heaven,  and  f ware  by  him  that  liv .  th  for  ever 
and  ever,  that  there  fhould  be  time  no  longer. 
Rev.  x,  g,  6. — Hagar  called  the  name  oi  the 
$ngel  that  fpake  unto  her,  Thou  God  feefl.  me. 
Gen.  xvi.  13,  And  Jacob  was  called  Jfrael, 
power  with  God,  becaufe  he  had  power  over  the 
angel,  and  prevailed.  Elofea  xti,  4. — It  may 
be  obferved  in  all  thefe  inilances,  that  angel 
is  Chrilf’s  mediate  or  fervice-name,  and  relers 
to  him  as  being  engaged  in  the  work  of  re- 
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demotion. 
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Seftion  3.  ElcUion. 

i  he  truth  of  an  eleflion  of  God,  as  has 
been  (hewn,  is  founded  in  the  nature  of  the 
divine  principle: — the  confecrating  and  fel¬ 
ting  apart  of  Chrift  as  a  trull ee  of  the  gift  of 
eternal  life,  rendered  him  an  eieft  head 
and  it  implies  neceffarily,  an  objebt  of  ever- 

lafting  love  connefted  with  him,  as  an  elect 
body. 

In  a  cafe  of  this  nature,  where  an  intereR, 
deeded  or  willed,  is  put  into  the  hands  of  a 
truRee,  under  heavy  and  facred  bonds,  to 
beep  it  and  deliver  it  over  to  the  party  in 
favor  of  whom  the  deed  or  will  is  made;  it 
is  mofc  plain,  that  Rich  heir  or  heirs  muft  be 
chofen,  fo  as  to  be  known  and  named  in  the 
deed  or  tellament.  '1  his  matter  of  an  elec¬ 
tion,  therefore,  exifled  in,  and  is  clearly  trace¬ 
able  to  that  eflablifhed  fa6t  and  glorious  firft 
principle,  of  an  eternal  covenant  tranfabii- 
on.  But  our  prefent  inquiry  relates  to  the 
divine  exhibition,  and  to  the  truth  of  God 
as  difclofed  in  his  works. 


1  hough  queRions  may  arife  in  a  rational 
mind,  refpectmg  certain  offered  fenfes  and 
circumRances  of  this  dodtrine,  yet  the  fatt 
itfelf,  of  an  eleclion  of  God,  is  mod  clearly 
exhibited,  and  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  ra¬ 
tional  reflefting  mind;— which  faff,  in  the 
prefent  view  o!  the  fubjefl,  lies  before  us  in 
the  exigence  of  a  divjzon  in  the  creation.-— 
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The  word  eleftion,  is  ufed  in  relation  to  one 
or  more,  being  fe!e£fed  in  defign,  to  be  in 
elFeft  feparated,  or  fet  apart  from  others. 

But  a  divilion  in  the  creation  could  not 
exift,  except  by  a  new  divine  edablifhment; 
for,  as  the  ferpent  had  polls  fled  him  fell' of 
the  grand  dream  of  natural  influence,  or  of 
the  whole  power  of  the  natural  edabluhrnent, 
it  is  plain,  that  in  that  date,  he  mud  have 
penetrated  the  whole  creation;  and  angels 
as  well  as  men,  mud  have  funk  down  toge¬ 
ther  under  one  univerfal  flood  ol  apodacy. 

The  danding  of  the  holy  angels  cannot 
be  accounted  for,  confidently  with  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Chrid,  on  any  other  ground  than 
this  of  their  being  eietl  angels ; — and  that 
Chrid  appeared  at  the  moment  of  danger, 
opening  to  them  a  new  fource  of  life,  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  great  didindlion  in  the  divine 
will,  by  uniting  them  to  himfelf  as  the  head 
of  the  elefct  world,  and  fo  dividing  them  off 
from  the  red  of  the  creation,  which  opened, 
like  an  abyfs  under  their  feet ;  the  divine  con- 
ditution  of  which  being  now  broken  up,  and 
all  its  strength  and  glory  laid  prostrate  be¬ 
fore  the  fearful  conqueror. 

Doing  this,  implies  his  taking  a  new  fornt 
anfwerable  to  the  dtfpojition  oj  angels  ;  hence 
his  name  of  Angel,  and  alfo  of  Lord  of  Hosts; 
— for  this  new  establifhment  of  eleblion,  is 
a  war  establifhment : — It  is  the  dividing  off 
of  world  against  world,  and  putting  between 
them  enmity  of  the  most  irreconcilable  op- 
polition  of  principle.  Hence  war  will  cciri- 
jnence  immediately — angel  will  be  oppoled 
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to  angel — man  to  man — the  powers  of  hei* 
ven  conflifting — the  fea  and  waves  roaring. 

Though  Christ  did  not  take  the  nature  of 
angels,  yet  he  took  their  livery,  and  fo  affo- 
ciated  himfelf  to  them,  as  to  appear  among 
them  their  Captain  and  Commander  in  Chief ; 
putting  arms  into  their  hands — arranginp- 
them  under  eleflion  banners — appointing 
their  armies — teaching  them  (kill — infpiring 
them  with  courage — and  affording  them 
strength  to  refill,-  repel,  and,  finally,  to  van* 
quifii  what  otherwife  had  been  an  all-con* 
quering  enemy. 

Entering  now  upon  his  covenant-fervice, 
a  state  in  which  all  before  him  was  labour 
and  warfare,  he  cheerfully  prepares  himfelf 
for  the  long  engagement — puts  on  the  drefs 
of  a  fervant — affociates  with,  and  makes  the 
fervants  his  companions,  to  whom  his  lan¬ 
guage  was  not,  Come  ferve  me  ;  but.  Come 
ferve  with  me.  Come  into  the  yoke,  Jellow 
fervants,  with  me — Come  ye  elefl  of  God, 
take  upon  you  with  me,  in  my  engagement  to 
my  God  and  to  your  God,  the  willing  fhare 
of  friends!  Fellow- foldiers,  come  on — it  is  a 
common  caufe!  I  will  make  it  with  you  a 
common  caufe ! 

But  this  establifhment  of  an  intermediate 
world,  upon  an  eleft  foundation,  is  plainly 
the  unfolding  of  the  divine  principle.  It  is 
the  commencement  of  the  work  engaged  by 

the  everlasting  covenant. - The  doftrine, 

therefore,  of  an  e!e6lion  of  angels  and  men, 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  even  from 
the  etejyial  inflitution  of  Chrift,  is  no  more 
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to  he  denied  than  is  the  being  of  the  living 
and  true  God.  The  denial  of  election  can¬ 
not  be  feparated  from  the  denial  of  that  di¬ 
vine  covenant-ground,  which  we  have  feen 
to  be  the  princi  de  of  kno  wledge,  the  dilco- 
verable  Divine  Being  and  true  Godhead. 

Moreover,  as  this  eleft  ellablifhment,  even 
of  the  angels  of  God,  was  made  upon  the 
ground  of  the  everlafling  engagement  of 
Chrifl,  which,  as  has  been,  ihewn,  was  to 
lay  down  his  life  that  he  might  take  it.  again  ; 
all  the  virtue  and  Hrength  of  the  eltablilh- 
ment  mult  refult  from  his  obedience,  or  co¬ 
venant  righteousnels.  The  angels  could  not 
have  refilled  one  moment,  but  by  gofpel 
arms.  Hence  it  is  faid,  that  Michael  and 
his  angels  overcame  the  dragon  by  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb. 

This  ellablifhment  was,  in  the  exhibition, 
one  aft  of  Chrilt’s  laying  down  his  life,  i.  c. 
it  comported  with,  and,  in  fome  degree, 
brought  into  the  view  of  the  angels,  his  free 
confentto  the  divine  parental  will,  requiring 
him  to  lay  down  his  life ;  and  therefore  it 
was,  that  this  aft  afforded  them  a  Handing. 
It  is  true,  it  afforded  them  a  Handing  only 
as  of  men  on  the  field  of  battle;  for  the  vic¬ 
tory  could  not  be  obtained,  and  the  field 
won,  until  the  whole  work,  aft  by  aft,  was 
finifhed.  And  fo  it  appears  from  the  fcrip- 
tures,  that  the  ferpent  was  not  call  out  of 
heaven,  until  after  the  death  of  Jefus. 

As  Chrilt  went  forward,  Hep  by  Hep,  in 
his  covenant  work,  the  eleft  gained,  to  their 
own  view  at  least,  more  and  more  strength; 
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but  it  is  plain  from  the  divine  theory,  that? 
the  bringing  forward  of  a  new  estabitfhment, 
could  not  vanquifh  the  enemy  ; — this  could 
only  be  done  by  the  dilfolution  of  the  old. 

So  long,  therefore,  as  the  elefl  faints  are 
not  entirely  changed,  and  taken  off  from  the 
natural  ground,  which  cannot  be  the  cafe 
whilst  they  are  refident  in  their  earthy  hovfe 
of  this  tabernacle ,  the  watchings  and  strug¬ 
gles  of  warfare  are  inevitable ;  whilst  thus 
they  remain  in  the  natural  body,  the  power 
of  the  ferpent  will  be  felt;  in  the  nature  of 
things,  fo  long  that  creeping  thing  will  reach* 
and  bruife  their  heel. 


Section  4.  A  View  of  the  mediate  State  tin$ 

Covenant  Work. 

In  entering  upon  this  part  of  the  argument,- 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  take  a  more  particular 
view  of  the  nature  of  the  great  fubjetl  to  be 
illustrated,  which  is  that  part  of  the  divine 
will  which  is  unfolded  in  Christ’s  mediate* 
state  and  redemption-work. 

The  objeft  of  the  requirement  of  the  di¬ 
vine  will,  or  commandment  of  God,  was  his 
glory;  which  ftnifhed,  is  the  manifestation 
of  God,  even  the  Father  ;  and  for  God  to  be 
manifested,  Christ  must  be  declared,  even  the 
Son  of  God  ;  far  it  has  been  (hewn,  that  the 
chara&er  of  the  Fatfft-r  is  eflentially  involv¬ 
ed  in  that  of  the  Son  ;  and,  therefore,  that 
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■work  only,  which  would  declare  the  Son, 
would  manifest  the  Father. 

But,  according  to  the  divine  theory,  for 
Ohrilt  to  be  declared  the  Son  of  God,  he 
jnuft  lav  down  his  life;  for  to  manifeft,  in 
duty,  the  glory  of  fuch  infinite  authority, 
the  itoop  of  obedience  muff  extend  to  the 
lowell.  point  of  humiliation,  and  embrace 
every  poftible  circumftance  of  trial. 

And  this  is  the  record  of  God  in  the  holy 
Icripiures,  concerning  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift, 
that  he  was  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with 
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power,  according  to  the  fpirit  of  holincf,  by 
'the  ref  ir  re  chon  from  the  dead. .  Rom.  i.  4. 
By  his  laying  down  his  life,  his  being  the  Son 
of  God  was  fully  (hewn,  in  refpett  of  du'y  ; 
and  by  his  refurre&ion  from  the  dead,  his 
fonlhip  was  fully  declared  in  refpeft  ol  pow¬ 
er.  We  are  allured,  that  the  full  manifella- 
tion  of  the  fonfhip  of  Chrift,  is  in  his  being 
the  firji  begotten  of  the  dead.  Rev.  i.  5.  Or 
the  firji  born  from  the  dead.  Col.  i.  18.  For 
in  the  view  given  of  the  full  proof  of  his  be¬ 
ing  the  Son  of  God,  in  thefe  words,  this  fad 
of  his  being  the  firlf.  begotten,  or  fir  ft  born 
from  the  dead,  is  introduced.  And  there  are 
three  that  bear  witnefs  in  earth,  the  Spirit,  and, 
the  Water,  and  the  Blood;  and  thefe  three 
agree  m  one.  This  is  fpoken  of  the  mani- 
feftation  of  the  divine  principle,  or  record  in 
heaven;  the  meaning  of  which  is,  that  thro’ 
the  eternal  Spirit,  or  according  to  the  will 
or  commandment  of  God,  called  in  the  pas- 
fa  ge  juft  q  noted  from  Romans,  the  fpirit  of 
hoiinefs ,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  laid  down  his 
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life  that  he  might  take  it  again.  And  this 
record,  borne  by  three  witnefles,  is  a  full 
teftimony. 

1  he  everlafting  and  infinitely  free  divine 
confent,  to  the  everlafting  and  infinitely  hies- 
fed  d  vine  will,  cordiituted  the  eternal  fon- 
ihip  and  paternity  both;  and  in  this  jun&ion 
of  paternal  and  filial  love,  exifls  the  eternal 
Spirit  of  Truth.  The  rnanifedation,  there¬ 
fore,  of  this  everlafbng  love,  is  the  manifes¬ 
tation  of  God,  even  the  Father,  the  Son,  and 
the  Holy  Ghofl;  and,  eonfequently,  muftbe 
the  object  of  the  covenant  work  of  Chrifig 
and  the  glory,  which  he  fought  in  coming 
into  the  world.  But  we  are  allured,  i  JohrV 
in.  1 6.  that  his  laying  down  his  life  for  us’, 
is  the  action  whereby  we  perceive  the  love  of 


Jcfus  faid,  John  x.  17.  Therefore  doth  my 
'  Father  'love  me,  becaufe  I  lay  down  my  lif  e 9 
that  I  might  take  it  again .  But  the  Father 
loved  Chnfi  as  his  Son  and  only  begotten. 
It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  in  the  everlafling; 
and  infinitely  free  confent  of  the  divine  co¬ 
venant  fubjecf,  to  lay  down  his  life,  that  he 
might  take  it  again,  is  found  the  eternal  and 
infinitely  dear  dm  racier  which  was  the  de¬ 
light  of  die  Father,  and  was  embraced  in  his 
boforn  before  the  world  began;  and  which 
is Jon- glorified,  and  made  mojt  blejjed  for  ever . 

Our  Lord  added  in  the  following  verfe. 
No  man  t.akelh  it  from  me,  but  1  lay  it  down 
of  my  fa f:  I  have,  power  to  lay  it  doom,  and,  / 
have  power  to  take,  it  again.  This  command¬ 
ment  have  I  received  of  my  Father. — This  is 
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the  moft  exprefs  declaration,  that  the  com- 
jnandment  ol  the  Father,  and,  therefore, 
Chrtft’s  covenant  work,  was  to  lay  down  his 
life,  that  he  might  take  it  again ;  and  that, 
herein,  the  Son  is  declared,  the  Father  is  ma- 
nifefted,  and  God  is  glorified  in  the  world. 
So  evidently  did  this  work  manifeft  the  Ion- 
|hip  of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  the  centurion  which 
flood  over  againft  him,  watching  his  execu¬ 
tion  upon  the  crofs,  a  Roman  ftranger,  a  mere 
man  of  nature,  when  h efaw  that  he  fo  cried, 
out,  and  gave  up  the  ghojl,  faid ,  I  ruly  this 
man  was  the  Son  ol  God. 

Again ,  For  this  purpofe  was  the  Son  oj  God 
mamfejled,  that  he  might  dejlroy  the  works  of 
the  devil, — The  deep  laid  plan  of  the  ferpent 
was,  to  become  an  antichrill,  and  to  make  an 
antichrift  of  the  whole  creation.  Theaccurl- 
ed  defign  of  the  devil  was  nothing  lefs  than, 
by  introducing  himfelf  into  a  world  which 
vifibly  bare  the  form  of  the  Creator,  and  was 
conftrufled  upon  the  plan  of  his  dominion, 
to  alfume  the  form  and  glory  ol  Chrift,  and 
fo  to  reign  upon  his  throne. — This,  by  his 
fubtilty,  he  actually  effefted; — he  feduced 
man,  and  with  man,  being  the  head,  he  lub- 
verted  the  whole  creation,  and  therein  allum- 
ed  to  himfelf  the  glory  of  Chrift  as  the  Be¬ 
ginning. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  deftroy  him  that  had 
the  power  of  death,  it  was  neceftary  that  Chrift 
fhould  change  his  form,  lay  down  his  life, 
and  take  it  again ;  and  thus,  by  means  of 
death,  deftroy  the  devil,  who  had  poftelled 
himfelf  of  the  world;  which,  after  being  le- 
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duced  from  its  foundation,  and  living Head* 
was  but  a  vile  carcafe,  or  an  immenfe  fabric 
poffelfed  by  a  fell  conqueror. 

Had  man,  and  the  creatures,  continued  to 
exill  upon  the  natural  principle,  and  in  their 
primitive  form,  fatan  mull  have  reigned  iq 
ChriR’s  eRate,  by  the  power  of  all  the  ele¬ 
ments,  for  ever;  the  mighty  powers  of  the 
creation  had  then  been  in  his  hands,  an  en¬ 
gine  of  eternal  difiionor  to  God,  and  tyran¬ 
ny  over  his  creatures.  O  the  wifdom  of  God ! 
O  the  riches  of  the  divine  purpofe  \  O  the 
love  of  Chrift  {  In  one  delign,  effefied  in  one 
work,  the  death  of  ChriR;  behold,  in  one 
view,  the  glory  of  God,  the  overthrow  of  fa- 
tan,  and  the  falvation  of  the  world  !  Hence, 
fometimes,  this  is  the  Ryle  of  the  teRimony 
of  ChriR  Jefus,  I  have  glorified  thee  on  the 
earth,  I  have  finijked  the  work  which  thou  gav- 
fjl  me  to  do.  Sometimes,  thatyor  this  purpofe 
the  Son  of  God  was  manifejled ,  that  he  might 
dejlroy  the  works  of  the  devil.  And  very  fre? 
quently  this,  that  he  came  into  the  world 
and  died,  that  the  world  through  him  might  be 
Javed. — And  we  have feen,  and  do  tejlify,  that 
the  Fathdr  fent  the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the 
World.  _  "  •’  '  ‘  ' 

For  to  this  end  Chrifl  both  died,  and  rofe% 
and  revived,  that  he  might  be  Lord  both  of  the 
dead  and  living.  Rom.  xiv.  9.  The  meaning 
of  which  words  feems  plainly  to  be  this,  that 
the  end  oft  hriR’s  death  and  refurreClion  was, 
that  he  might  be  Lord  of  a  new,  redeemed, 
refurrefiion  world.  —  Thus,  it  is  written,  and 
thus  it  behoved  Ckmjl  to f offer,  and  to  rife,  and 
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to  enter  into  his  glory.  It  appears,  therefore, 
both  from  the  theory  and  the  feriptu res,  that 
the  goodwill  of  God,  lo  cheerfully  engaged 
in  by  Chrift,  was,  that  hefhould  take  on  him 
the  feed,  of  Abraham ,  the  heir  of  the  world ; 
and,  in  the  body  prepared  for  him,  he  fhould 
lay  down  his  life,  di {1'olve  all  the  ties  of  na¬ 
ture,  and  lay  in  allies  all  his  glory  as  the  Be¬ 
ginning,  and  Head  of  the  firft  creation,  or  na¬ 
tural  world;  that  he  might  take  his  life  a- 
gain,  as  the  Son  of  God,  the  full  begotten  of 
the  dead,  and  Head  of  a  new  creation,  or  a 
redeemed.,  reftored,  refurreflicn  world. 

And  thus,  in  the  death  and  refurrection  of 
Chrift,  we  may  contemplate  not  only  the  de¬ 
stroying  and  rebuilding  of  the  temple  of  his 
particular  body,  but  alfo  that  of  the  whole 
creation;  for  by  this  work  of  the  dilfolution 
of  the  head,  is  commenced,  and  infured,  that 
of  the  dilfolution  of  the  whole  body;  as  alfo, 
by  his  refurreflion,  is  opened  to  view,  and  is 
already  begun  in  difpenfation,  the  radiant 
and  immortal  feene  of  the  world  of  glory. 

Wherefore,  we  look  to  fee  the  wonderful 
exhibition  of  Chrill’s  changing  his  form,  or 
rather  of  his  uniting  his  divine  with  the  an¬ 
gelic  form,  and  appearing  in  the  world  as  the 
archangel;  and  then,  for  the  fufferingof  death, 
taking  a  body ;  and,  finally,  expiring  by  the  in¬ 
strument  prepared  in  the  wifdom  of  God.— 
This  will  not  all  be  exhibited  at  once,  but  by 
feveral  Reps  and  ftages,  as  the  cloud  of  glory 
removed  from  the  fanfluary  and  city,  Ezek. 
Sts> ,,&c.  which  is  a  pattern  ol  thefe  things. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  clef!  world 
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is  establi  filed  upon  the  foundation  of  the  ever* * 
lasting  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  which  fub- 
lists  in  the  divine,  eternal  and  unchangeable 
expreffion  of  paternal  and  filial  love,  and  is 
the  fubstance  of  things  hoped  lor;  which 
righteoufnefs  of  God  without  the  law  is  mam- 
fejled,  being  witnejfed  by  the  law  and  the  pro¬ 
phets ;  even  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  which 
is  by  faith  of  Jefus  Christ  unto  all,  and  upon 
all  them  that  believe. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


OF  FAITH  AND  JUSTIFICATION. 


Seftion  1.  Faith  the  Subjlance  of  Things 

hoped  for. 

*  I  ’HE  word  faith  is  ufed  in  the  fcriptures  to 
exprefs  the  truth  of  God,  concerning  the 
kingdom  and  glory  of  Christ,  in  three  ieve- 
ral  views,  viz.  The  Jubjlance  of  things  hoped 
for,  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen,  and  the 
anticipation  of  future  things;  which  distinff 
views  of  the  glorious  fubjett  we  fhail  confid- 
er  feparately. 

Tiie  Apostle  to  the  Hebrews,  chap.  xi.  1, 
gives  a  plain  definition  of  faith ;  and  though 
it  differs  greatly  from  the  definitions  com¬ 
monly  given,  yet,  with  fome,  this  will  not  be 
regarded  as  light  authority,  Nozo  faith  is  the 
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jubilance  of  things  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of 
things  not  feen. 

In  the  truth  of  the  divine  principle,  we  have 
contemplated  an  eternal  exprellion  of  the  di¬ 
vine  will;  which  ex  predion  conflitutes  an  e- 
ternal  heaven,  and  is  the  glory  which  (Thrift 
had  with  the  Father  before*  the  world  was  ; 
this  is  fubjlance,  and  the  fub dance  of  all  di¬ 
vine  things ;  for  the  things  which  are  feen  are 
temporal;  but  the  things  which  are  not  feen 
are  eternal. — All  within  fight  is  lhadow,  all 
beyond  is fubfance.  And  for  this  glory,  which 
comprifes  all  the  riches  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  believers  in  (Thrift  are  allowed  to  hope. 

If  it  be  enquired,  why  the  fubtlance  of 
things  which  the  believer  has  in  profpeft,  is 
called  Faith?  the  anfwer  is,  becaufe  itexifts 
in  covenant  truth,  and  has  fo  exilted  from 
eternity ;  and  covenant  truth,  with  the  great- 
eft  propriety,  is  called  faith.  When  one  co¬ 
venants  with  another,  and  keeps  his  engage¬ 
ment,  we  fay,  he  has  faith,  and  that  he  keeps 
his  faith ;  but  if  he  fails  to  fulfil  his  folemn 
contrafi,  it  is  laid,  he  is  failhlefs,  or  that  he 
has  no  faith.  The  word  is  ufed  properly,  and 
in  the  drifted:  lenfe  in  relation  to  covenant 
truth,  as  in  the  cafe  of  nations  or  dates,  fti- 
pulating  with  each  other  in  treaties  or  con¬ 
ventions,  their  refpeftive  negociators  and  re- 
prefentatives  will  fay,  In  faith  of  which  wc 
have  hereunto  fet  our  names,  &c.  and  if  this 
faith  be  not  kept,  and  the  stipulations  be  not 
fulfilled,  the  compaft  is  made  void,  and  the 
party  which  has  broken  it,  is  called  a  faith- 
lefs  nation,  or  a  faithlefs  state. 
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From  the  views  already  exhibited,  it  may 
be  feen,  that  the  whole  gofpel  fystem  is  a  fyf- 
tem  of  faith ;  and,  whether  we  look  back  to 
the  glorv  which  Christ  had  with  the  Father 
before  the  world  was,  orconfider  the  prefent 
difpenfations  of  the  divine  will,  or  look  for¬ 
ward  to  the  glory  which  believers  will  enjoy 
with  Christ  in  his  heavenly  kingdom,  we  fee 
the  whole  comprifed  in  faith,  or  the  un¬ 
changeable  truth  of  the  eternal  convention  be¬ 
tween  the  Father  and  Son. 

The  (uhjiance  of  things,  which  is  the  ulti¬ 
mate  object  of  the  believer’s  hope,  is  exprefs* 
ed  in  the  feriptures  by  a  great  variety  of 
names,  ail  which  are  wifely  chofen  and  best 
calculated  to  reprelent  its  divine  nature  and 
adorable  properties.  Becaufe  it  is  a  frame  of 
things,  and  a  work  most  fkilfully  deviled 
and  wrought,  it  is  called  a  building. — I'Ve  have 
a  building  of  God,  an  houfe  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  Becaufe  of  its 
ftillnefs,  authority  and  ministrations,  it  is 
called  a  kingdom. —  Gome  ye  blejfed  of  my  Fa¬ 
ther,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world.  Becaufe  of  its  fe- 
curity,  focial  order  and  its  being  founded  in 
a  compatf,  it  is  called  a  city. — f  or  he  looked 
for  a  city  which  hath  foundations,  whofe  build - 
r  and  maker  is  God.  Becaufe  of  its  hoi  me  Is, 
d  being  the  habitation  of  God,  and  the 
home  and  dwelling  place  of  the  faints,  it  is 
called  the  fnnfluasy,  and  true  tabernacle  which 
the  Lord  frit  ’died.  Becaufe  it  adorns,  covers, 
and  gives  a  ebarafter  to  its  proprietor,  it  is 
called  a  garment  and  robe. — What  arc  thefe 
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which  are  arrayed  in  white  robes?  Became  of 
its  felicities,  fpiritual  power,  and  incorrupt.  - 
able  nature,  it  is  called  life  and  mwioi  taciiy . 
— Who  hath  aboiijhcd  death,  and  hath  brought 
life  and  immortality  to  light  through  the  goj- 
pel.  Becaule  the  whole  work  is  .perfect,  ac* 
cording  to  the  rule  of  the  perfect  will  ol  God, 
and  guilty  Sinners  find  a  perfect  Handing  with 
God,  in  believing  the  report  of  it  in  thegoi- 
pel,  it  is  called  righteoufnefs . —  Henceforth 
there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  ofrighteouj - 
nefs.  And  becaufe  it  exills  in  covenant 
truth  and  righteoufnefs,  and  is  evidenced  in 
the  word  of  God  and  teftimony  of  Jelus 
Chrift,  and  thereby  is  anticipated  in  the 
minds  of  believers,  and  relted  upon  as  their 
hope  and  portion,  it  is  called  faith.  All  this 
is  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for. 

This  fubltance,  infinitely  rich!  bellowed 
upon  believers  of  free  grace,  is  the  reafon 
and  ground  of  their  jultification ;  hence  it  is 
faid,°that  God  is  not  afhamed  to  be  called  their 
God;  for  he  hath  prepared  for  them  a  city. — - 
To  be  iullified  by  the  faith  of  Chrill,  and,  to 
be  iullified  by  the  righteoufnefs  or  Chrill, 
mean  the  fame  thing. — “  Faith  is  taken  for 
Chrill  and  his  righteoufnefs,  in  all  thofe 
aalfages  where  we  are  laid  to  be  jullified 
yy  faith.”  (■ Cruden .) — “  Accordingly,”  fav.s 
Dr.  Guyle,”  “  to  be  jullified  bv  the  laith  of 
Chrill,  and  to  be  jullified  by  Chrill,  ate 
ufed  as  terms  of  the  fame  import.”  And  as 
'lit h  is  tiie  fubltance  of  things  hoped  for;  or, 
as  ail  thole  things,  existing  in  the  covenant 
truth  of  Chrill,  are  fu mined  up  and  cxpieis- 
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ed  by  the  word  faith;  fo,  alfo,  they  are  fum„ 
reed  up  and  exp  re  (fed  by  the  word  righte- 
oufnefs.  Thus  it  is  laid  of  the  city,  the'holy 
Jerufaiem,  which  believers  lock  for,  and  on 
account  of  which,  it  being  prepared  for  them, 
God  is  not  afhamed  to  be  called  their  God, 
Jer.  xxxiii.  16,  And  this  is  the  name  zchere- 
xeith  Jhe JJiall  be  called,  The  Lord  our  Righte- 
oufnefs. 

In  this  view,  we  contemplate  the  merit  of 
faith;  it  is' a  princely  eftate! — Considered  as 
the  fubflance  of  things,  it  appears  fufficient 
to  give  its  poffeffors,  wdtoever  they  may  be, 
the  highest  and  most  honorable  standing; 
and  to  the  account  of  which  alone,  all  the 
distinguifhing  honors  and  glories  of  the  faints, 
through  time  and  eternity,  is  to  be  olaced. — 
Should  we  fee  a  man  refpe&fully  noticed  by 
the  president,  governor,  or  prince  of  a  great 
people,  we  might  enquire  for  the  reafbn  of 
fuel:  honor;  and  fit  on  Id  it  be  anfwered,  that 
he  is  a  man  of  fcience,  or  one  in  high  office, 
or  that  he  is  rich,  and  has  at  command  great 
funds,  the  anfwer  would  fatisfy  us.  We  per¬ 
ceive  that  thefe  things  have  weight  and  in¬ 
fluence  among  men. — Abraham  w7as  called 
I  lie  friend  of  God,  and  the  reafbn  is  clearly 
affigned,  he  had  faiths  .And  this  is  a  property 
fo  fub  stantial,  the  evidence  of  it  is  a  fcience 
fo  divine,  and  to  teach  it  to  the  world  is  an 
office  lb  dignified,  that  we  perceive  it  is  a 
matter,  altogether,  to  have  weight  with  the 
eternal  God. 


The  unbelieving  world  have  often  been 
offended  at  the  distinguifhing  names  gives 
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to  believers,  as  Saints,  Friends,  and  Children 
of  God;  but  when  thofe  things  which  God, 
has  prepared  and  laid  up  for  them  that  love 
him  are  fully  difclofed,  now  foon  to  take 
place,  it  will  appear  to  all,  that  their  honors 
are  meetly  bestowed,  even  the  unknown  ho¬ 
nors  ol  that  day.  It  will  then  be  leen,  that 
the  faith  of  God,  as  being  the  fubstance  of 
things,  has  in  itfelf  an  excellence  and  merit 
to  raife  the  believer  above  the  heavens,  to 
justify  him  standing  at  God’s  right  hand,  and 
to  glorify  him  upon  the  throne  of  the  eter¬ 
nal  Son. 

From  the  views  we  have  taken  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  divine  will,  it  appears  that  there 
is  a  heaven,  a  kingdom,  &c.  which  belongs 
to  the  eflential  glory  ol  God  ;  and  is  infepa- 
rabie  from  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead. 
Thefe  things,  therefore,  which  believers  hope 
for,  and  on  account  of  which  they  are  julli- 
fied,  are  wrought  m  God,  and  compole  his 
divinity;  fo  that,  being  juflified  by  faith,  the 
ground  of  their  jullilication  is  none  other 
than  God  himfelf.  The  hope  of  believers  is 
raffed  by  nothing  lefs  than  the  promifes  which 
God  made  unto  their  Father  Abraham,  which 
are  all  camprifed  in  this,  I  will  be  aGod  un¬ 
to  thee,  and  to  thy  feed  after  thee.  All  the 
exceeding  great  and  precious  promifes,  are 
fummed  up  in  this  promife  of  himfelj .  This 
is  the  fubflanceof  things  hoped  lor — our  Life 
is  hid  with  Chrifl  in  God. 

In  the  new  heaven  and  new  earth,  which 
believers,  according  to  the  promife,  look  for, 
and  where  ail  their  hopes  will  be  latislied. 
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this  promife  will  be  perfectly  fulfilled,  and 
Goa  himfelf  Jhall  be  with  them,  and  be  their 
God.  Who  Jhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge 
of  God’s  debt?  It  is  God  that  jupfieth!  And 
not  only  are  they  juRified  by  him,  as  being 
himfelf  their  judge  ;  but  alfo,  It  is  God  that 
jupfieth,  as  being  himfelf  their  righteoufnefs. 
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2.  Faith,  the  Evidence  of  Things 
not  feen. 

The  evidence  of  things  not  feen,  which 
is  the  word  of  promife  and  gofpel  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Thrift,  together  with  the  fub- 
ilance  of  things  hoped  for,  is  taken  into  the 
definition  of  faith  ;  for  the  fubfiance  of  things, 
all  the  treafures  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
even  God  himfelf,  are  :  nvefted  in. the  gofpel 
promife ;  which,  therefore,  reprelents  truly 
the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for. 

The  promife  of  God  in  Thrift  Jefus,  is  of 
the  nature  of  a  bond  ;  and  it  is  given,  in  good 
faith,  to  the  full  amount  of  this  infinite  fub- 
Itance  ;  and  the  whole  inheritance  of  the 
Father  is  infallibly  hoi  den  by  it.  For  men 
verily  fwear  by  the  greater  :  and  an  oath,  f  or 
confirmation  is  to  them  an  end  of  all  ftrife, 
Wherein  God,  willing  more  abundantly  tojhew 
unto  the  heirs  of  promife  the  immutability  o  f 
Jus  court f el,  confirmed  it  bv  an  oath :  That  oy 
two  immutable  things,  in  which  it  was  impoffi - 
hie  for  God  to  he?  we  mip'ht  have  prone  confo - 
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tation,  who  have  fed  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  up- 
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on  the  hohe  fet  before  us :  Which  hope  we  have 
as  an  anchor  of  the  foul,  both  furs  andfledfajl , 
and  which  enter  eth  into  that  within  the  vail. 
Heb.  vi.  Wherefore  the  evidence  of  things 
not  feen,  which  we  have  in  the  confirmed 
promife  of  God  in  Chrifi  Jefus,  may  be  e- 
lteemed  as  the  fubflance  it  Self,  and  may  be 
fafely  accounted  to  the  full  value  of  the  inte-' 
reji  fecured  in  the  eternal  fellowship  of  the 
Father  and  the  Son:  and  thus  to  be  the  heirs 
of  promife,  is  nothing  lefs  than  to  be  heirs  of 
God,  and  joint -heirs  with  Chrifi . 

The  propriety  of  confidering  the  evidence 
of  things  not  feen,  as  belonging  to  the  defi¬ 
nition  of  faith,  and  the  neceflity  of  connedl- 
ing  it  with  the  fubflance  itfelf,  may  be  illus¬ 
trated  by  the  nature  of  bank  eliablifhments, 
the  operations  of  which  have  now  become 
very  familiar.  A  fund  being  eftablifhed  and 
fecured  in  bank,  promifiory  bills  are  ifiued 
upon  the  faith  of  the  bank.  Thefe  bills,  from 
a  bank  of  good  credit,  will  pafs  currently  for 
cafh,  becaufe  cath  will  be  given  for  them  at 
the  bank.  They  reprefent  the  property  in 
the  fund  ;  and  to  fo  great  an  amount  as  the 
bills  fpecify,  it  is  invefied  in  them,  and  they 
are  evidence  of  that  right ;  therefore  they  go 
under  the  fame  denomination  as  the  fpecies 
they  reprefent,  and  are  reckoned  as  fo  much 
cafh.  i  he  promife  of  G  od,  and  the  gofpel 
of  Jefus  Chrifi,  is  heavens  bank  bill;  and  as 
the  fubflance  of  things  hoped  for  is  faith,  the 
evidence  of  things  not  feen  bears  the  fame 
denomination,  and  with  the  greatefi.  propri¬ 
ety  is  reckoned  as  faith. 
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Thefe  trea lures  of  the  unfeen  world,  the 
precious  things  of  faith,  were  all  comprised 
in  the  reward  promifed  to  Chrift  in  the  co¬ 
venant  of  redemption,  whereby  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  heir  of  all  things.  By  his  Father’s 
will,  and  his  own  covenant  righteoufnefs,  the 
whole  inheritance  belongs  to  him ;  where¬ 
fore  the  promifes  are  all  made  out  in  his 
name,  and  the  intereft  fecured  to  him  for 
his  ufe  and  advantage  for  ever.  Hence  the 

o 

nameof Chrift  is  ufed  toexprefs  the unfearch- 
able  riches  of  the  promifes;  it  hands  for  the 
whole  gofpel,  and  to  preach  Chrift  is  to 
preach  the  whole  counfel  of  God:  For  the 
Son  of  God  Jefus  Chrij l,  who  zoas  preached  by 
us,  even  by  me,  and  Sylvanus,  and  Tymotheus , 
was  not  yea  and  nay,  but  in  him  was  yea. — 
For  all  the  promifes  of  God  in  him  are  yea , 
and  in  him  amen,  unto  the  glory  of  God  by  us. 
2  Cor.  i.  19,  20.  As  the  glory  of  God  is  the 
glory  of  benevolence,  the  things  put  into  the 
hands  of  Chrift,  both  in  their  nature  and  in 
their  deftination,  were  liberal  things ;  they 
all  were  the  things  of  God’s  free  fpirit,  and 
bare  the  diftinguilhing  infcription  of  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  heaven,  to  be  given  away  ;  and  this,  to 
the  biefled  Saviour,  gave  them  their  higheft 
value,  and  made  them  mod  perfectly  his 
own,  that  they  bore  thus  theimpreffions  of 
his  own  heart,  and  as  the  gifts  of  the  God  of 
love,  of  ineltimable  price,  were  deftined  to 
the  glory  of  his  grace.  His  glory,  therefore, 
as  being  full  of  grace  and  trutn ,,  appears  in 
his  ability  and  freenefs  to  enrich  others  with 
i til  riches  in  hmfcif.  This,  indeed,  is  the 
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glory,  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father  ; 
and  this  he  manifefted  towards  us,  by  his 
giving  himfelf  for  us. 

The  death  of  Ch rifl  operated  upon  the 
promifes  like  an  indorfement,  or  tlie  fuper- 
icription  of  the  name  of  the  owner,  upon 
a  bond;  by  which  it  has  a  public  credit,  and 
the  right  of  property  in  that  name  is  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  bearer  or  holder,  whoever  he 
be;  or  if  the  matter  be  conlidered  in  the  view 
of  being  a  will  or  tellument,  it  becomes  of 
force,  and  the  interell  bequeathed  pafies  to 
the  heirs,  by  the  death  of  the  tellator.  The 
promifes  being  thus  the  property  of  Chrift. 
by  his  death,  were  ligned  over  as  a  charity  to 
the  world,  with  a  free  invitation  to  all  men 
to  come  and  receive  the  bounty,  with  no 
other  qualification  than  that  of  their  beino' 
needy  finners  and  with  a  promile  that  they 
(hall  enjoy  it  as  their  own  for  ever,  upon  the 
fimple  evidence  of  their  holding  faith,  or  their 
keeping  the  -word  of  God  and  the  tefamony  of 
fefas  Chrift.  This  evidence  is  equally  free 
for  all ; — it  is  as  free  for  one  man  as  another; 
— -it  is  in  its  nature  as  free  and  unconfined 
as  the  air  which  we  breathe.  The  evidence 
of  things  not  feen,  in  the  gofpel  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  can  no  more  be  bound  than  the  beams 
of  the  fun;  and  is  as  much  a  common  boun¬ 
ty,  as  is  the  light  of  day. 

Sing,  O  ye  heavens — his  deep  and  highj 
More  thap  the  waters  of  the  flood ! 

Shout,  all  the  earth — behold,  ’tis  nigh! 

It  comes  unsought,  the  gift  of  God! 
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It  is  plain,  however,  that  they  only  who' 
receive  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen,  and 
keep  the  faith ,  can  thereby  be  benefitted. — 
Were  a  poor  man  to  have  prefented  him  from 
a  wealthy  neighbour,  his  endorled  fecurity 
for  a  great  fum  on  demand; — but  fhould  he 
refufe  the  favour,  or  taking  it,  fhould  he  de¬ 
ll  roy  the  evidence  of  the  intereft,  by  tramp¬ 
ling  the  bond,  with  his  benefactors  name  up¬ 
on  it,  as  a  worthlefs  thing,  under  his  feet, 
what  would  it  profit  him  P — If  men  hate  the 
light,  and  will  not  come  to  it;  if  they  (hut 
their  eyes,  and  love  darknefs  rather  than  light; 
what  will  it  avail  them,  that  light  is  come  in¬ 
to  the  world?  In  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  to 
be  benefited  by  the  infinite  mercy,  we  mult 
receive  that  evidence  of  things  not  feen,  which 
gives  a  title  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and 
hold  it  fall,  and  let  no  man  take  our  crowm. 
By  this  is  meant,  that  we  prize  the  intereft, 
that  we  take  a  hearty  fide  in  the  caufe,  and 
that  by  word  and  by  deed,  we  make  the  con- 
feliion  of  Jefus  Chrilf  our  own.  Nothing 
■more  is  necelfary  for  the  polfeffion  and  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  this,  than  of  any  other  gift ;  it  mull' 
be  received  and  kept  in  hand.  And  certain¬ 
ly  it  is  as  much  within  the  reach  of  one  man 
to  avail  himfelf  o(  this  advantage,  as  for  ano- 
ther  : — one  man  has  as  good  a  warrant  to 
take  up  the  caufe  of  Ch nil,  to  intereft  him- 
felf  in  it,  and  lo  to  make  it  his  own,  as  ano¬ 
ther;  and  we  may  be  a  flu  fed,  that  none  who 
hear  the  gofpel,  will  fail  of  inheriting  the 
blefling,  but  thofe  flupid,  blind,  and  profane 
pet  ions  who,  for  the  trifles  oi  time  arid  fenfe. 
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will  barter  a  kingdom  of  righteoufnefs,  and 
a  crown  of  life. 

Jefus  ChriR  came  into  the  world  to  hear 
witnefs  unto  the  truth,  and  to  confirm  the  pro¬ 
mifes  made  unto  the  Fathers ;  which  promifes 
to  Abraham,  &c.  may  be  fumrned  up  in  a 
country  and  a  feed  ;  a  country  for  a  pofleffi- 
on,  and  a  feed  to  inherit  it;  particularly,  the 
anointed  one,  who  fhould  redeem  the  pos- 
feffion,  drive  out  the  enemy,  and  bring  in  his 
brethren  to  inherit  it  for  ever.  The  truth, 
therefore,  contained  in  the  promifes,  is  the 
truth  of  the  kingdom  of  God;  and  hence, 
in  confirming  the  promifes,  ChriR  declared 
and  teRified  the  truth  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  as  in  his  confeffion  before  Pontius 
Pilate;  and  fo  gave  to  the  world  his  evi¬ 
dence  for  the  truth  of  God,  by  the  feal  of  his 
own  blood.  Whoever, therefore,  receives  and 
holds  this  good  conleRion  and  tefiimony  of 
Jeius  ChriR,  relpetfing  the  promifed  re¬ 
deemed  world,  and  his  and  his  peoples’ 
kingdom,  is  an  heir  of  promife;  for  he  re¬ 
ceives  and  holds  the  word  of  promife,  even 
the  truth  or  faith  which  was  once  delivered 
unto  the  faints ;  and  which  is  the  fealed  evi¬ 
dence,  and  uncontroverted  fecurity  of  things 
not  feen. 

H  ow  different  is  this  righteoufnefs  from 
that  of  the  law!  and  this  way  of  falvation 
from  that  of  works  !  Bv  grace  are  ye  faved  ! 

Mofcs  deferibeth  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of 
the  law,  That  the  man  which  doth  thofe  things 
/hall  live  by  them.  But  the  righteoufnefs  which 
is  of  faith,  fpeaketk  on  this  wife,  Say  not  in 
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thy  heart,  who  Jhall  afcend  into  heaven  ?  that 
is,  to  bring  Chrijt  down  from  above.  Or,  who 
Jhall  defcend  into  the  deep ?  that  is,  to  bring  up 
Chrijt  again  from  the  dead.  But  xvhat  faith 
it?  The  word  is  nigh  thee,  even  in  thy  mouth, 
and  in  thy  heart :  that  is,  the  word  oj  faith 
which  we  preach,  that  if  thou  fialt  conjefs  with 
thy  mouth  the  Lord  fef us,  and  fialt  believe 
in  thine  heart,  that  God  hath  raijed  him  from 
the  dead,  thou  fialt  be faved.  For  with  the 
heart  man  believeth  unto  righteoufnefs,  and 
with  the  mouth  confefion  is  made  unto  Jal 
vation. 

This  paving  confeffion,  embracing  the  un- 
feen  glory  of  Chrift,  and  the  power  of  the 
refurrefclion  world,  is  precifely  the  fame  that 
was  witneffed  by  the  Lord  himfelf.  It  is  the 
gofpel  which  was  preached  by  Paul. — At 
Rome,  when  they  had  appointed  him  a  day , 
there  came  many  to  him  ;  to  whom  he  expound¬ 
ed  and  tefifed  the  kingdom  of  God,p erf  uading 
them  concerning  Jefus.  A  bis  xxviii.  23. — 
And  Paul  dwelt  two  whole  years  in  his  own 
hired  houfe,  and  received  all  that  came  in  un¬ 
to  him,  preaching  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
teaching  thofe  things  which  concern  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrif.  Veries  30,31.  This  is  mani- 
feftly  the  grand  theme  of  the  ancient  fcrip- 
tures.  Paul  could  boldly  appeal  to  king 
Agrippa,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
ethics  and  expeditions  entertained  among 
the  Jews,  that  preaching  and  teflify ing  in 
this  manner,  was  flying  none  other  things 
than  thofe  which  the  prophets  and  Mofes  did 
fay  Jhoidd  come:  That  Chrif  fhould  fuff crx 
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and  that  he  Jhould  he  the  firjl  that  Jhould  r  i/e 
from  the  dead ,  and  Jhould  fiew  light  to  the 
people  and  to  the  Gentiles.  And  this  we  fee 
aifo  was  the  hope  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and 
Ifrael ;  as  when,  for  preaching  and  teftify- 
ing  concerning  Jems  and  the  relurrefoion, 
Paul  wras  bound  and  carried  to  Rome,  he 
called  the  chief  of  the  Jewrs  together,  and 
faid  unto  them,  Fot  this  caufe  have  I  called 
Jot  you,  to  fee  you,  and  to  [peak  with  you  :  be- 
caufe  that  Jor  the  hope  oj  IJracl  I  am  bou$id 
with  this  chain. 

In  the  do£irineof  the  kingdom,  therefore, 
the  whole  divine  fyttem  is  cornprifed;  and 
by  means  of  this  gofpel  of  Chrill,  we  are  able 
to  acquire  the  molt  extenfive  knowledge  of 
the  only  true  God  :  Hence,  fays  Chrili,  lie 
that  hath  feen  me,  hath  Jeen  the  Lather .  And, 
fays  the  apoflle,  It  pleafed  the  Father,  that  in 
him  fhould  all  fulnefs  dwell.  Col,  i.  19.  And 
again,  For  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  J/ulnefs  of 
the  Godhead  bodily .  Chap.  ii.  9.  Difplaying 
the  truth  of  Chrift  is,  hence,  difplaying  the 
Godhead ;  and  the  preaching  among  the 
Gentiles,  the  unfearchable  riches  oj  Chrift,  i$ 
to  make  all  men  fee  what  is  the  Jellowfhip  of 
the  myjiery  which ,  from  the  beginning  oj  the 
world,  hath  been  hid  in  God ,  who  created  all 
things  by  Jefus  Chrift:  To  the  intent  that 
now  unto  the  principalities  and  powers  in 
heavenly  places,  might  be  known  by  the  church 
the  manifold  wifdom  of  God,  According  to  the 
eternal  purpo/e  which  he  pur po fed  in  Chrift 
Jefus  our  Lord:  In  whom  we  have  boldnefs 
and  accefs  with  confidence  by  the  faith  of  him. 


— - — 


— 


— 


278 


Divine  Theory. 


Eph.  in  And  when  we  are  able  to  comprehend 
wzt.j  all  faints,  what  is  the  breadth,  and  length 
and  depth,  and  height;  And  to  know  thelove 

■  °J which  pafjleth  knowledge,  we  (hall  be 
JiUed  with  all  the  julnefs  of  God. 

God  is  light,  and  in  him  is  no  darknefs  at  all ; 

3nd  it  is  tne  nature  of  light  to  illuminate. _ 

Wherefore,  with  all  the  fulnefs  of  God  dwell- 
ing  in  him,  the  Lord  is  a  Sun ;  and  he  arifeth 
upon  the  world  with  healing  in  his  beams .  As 
ail  the  promifes  are  in  Christ,  and  he  is  full 
of  tne  truth  of  God,  his  appearing  is  the  rif- 
ing  up  of  the  faithful  and  true  witnefs ,  and 
must  of  courfe  give  the  evidence  of  things 
not  feen.  And  when  this  light,  from  the  face 
of  jefus,  fhineth  in  the  hearts  of  men,  they 
become  light  tn  the  Lord,  children  of  the  light 
ana  of  the  day,  and  Jhine  as  lights  in  the  world ; 
receiving  the  evidence  of  lif  e  and  immortality , 

tne.truth  is  in  Jefus,  they  are  conftramed 
irrefiflibly  to  confefs  it,  and  by  word  and  deed 
to  give  evidence  of  the  divine  reality  of  the 
golpei  to  others.  True  believers  ar zmanifejt- 
ly  declared  to  be  the  epijile  cf  C hr  if l ,  known  and 

read  of  all  men;  Ye  are  my  witnejjes,  faith  the 
Lord . 

1  he  evidence  of  things  not  feen  is  the  Jeed 
of  ( rod ,  brought  into  the  world  by  the  Sower; 
who  thought  it  more  blefjed  to  give  than  to  re¬ 
ceive ;  to  be  dijperfed  abroad \  and  fown  for  a 
harvefl  of  life  and  immortality s — In  the  Para¬ 
ble  of  the  Sower,  the  feed  is  faid  to  be  the 
word,  Mark  iv.  1 4.  that  is  the  word  of  God, 
Luke  viii.  1  1.  which  is  the  word  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  Match  xiii.  ig.  And  when  this  feed  1$ 
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fown  in  a  good  ground,  it  bearcth  fruit,  [om$ 
thirty  fold,  fome  jixty,  and  form  an  hundred  — 
And  as  they  who  receive  the  light  of  the  Lord, 
are  called  light  in  the  Lord ;  fo,  they  who  re¬ 
ceive  the  feed  of  God,  are  themfelves  the 
feed  or  children  of  God;  as  in  Matth.  xiii* 
38.  The  good  feed  are  the  children  of  the  king¬ 
dom . ;  for,  in  receiving  this  word  of  life,  they 
are  regenerated  and  born  of  it,  and  fo  become 
the  children  of  God  by  faith . — Being  born  a- 
gain  not  of  corruptible  feed,  but  of  incorruptible , 
by  the  word  of  God t  which  livtth  and  abideth 
for  ever .  1  Peter  i.  23, 

As  this  evidence  may  he  fummed  tip  in  the 
refurre&ion  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrilt,  this  a- 
lone  is  fornetimes  confidered  as  the  life-giv¬ 
ing  power,  and  feed  of  immortal  glory;  as  in 
1  Peter  i.  3,  4.  Blefted  be  the  God  and  Father 
if  our  Lord  jefus  ( thrill ,  which,  according  to 
bis  abundant  mercy ,  hath  begotten  us  again  un¬ 
to  a  lively  hope:  by  the  refurreftion  of  Jefus 
Chrilt  from  the  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incor¬ 
ruptible \  and  un  defied,  and  that  Jadcth  not  a- 
•way,  referved  in  heaven  tor  you. 

I  hey,  in  whofe  hearts  the  fpirit  of  error 
and  tranlgreffion  worketh,  are  properly  llyl- 
e  l  the  feed  of  the  ferpent,  and  children  of  the 
wicked  one ;  for,  Who  is  a  li  ir%  but  he  that  de  * 
tiieth  that  Jefus  is  the  Thrift  \ f  This  is  the  feed 
from  whence  is  the  offspring  of  the  devil* 
who  abode  not  in  the  truth ,  bccaufe  there  is 
truth  in  him;  and  when  he  jpeaketh  a  lie,  he 
fpeaketh  of  his  own  ;  for  he  is  a  liar,  and  the 
father  of  it .  So  on  the  other  band,  they  who 
deceive  the  feed  or  word  of'  the  kinrdoai.  arc 
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with  propriety  confidered  as  being  of  jezreef  > 
the  feed  of  God ;  for  they  are  of  the  truth,  and 
the  truth  is  of  the  Father;  therefore.  Whom¬ 
ever  believetb  that  Jefus  is  the  Chriji  is  born  of 
God.  l  John  v.  1,  And,  as  wickednefs  pro- 
ceedeth  from  the  wicked,  they  who  are  of  the 
devil  will  do  his  lulls,  fow  his  errors,  and 
propagate  his  lies;  and,  in  fome  way  or  o- 
ther,  will  be  engaged  again!!  Thrift;  fo  like- 
wife,  they  who  are  of  God  will  do  the  truth* 
confefs  and  propagate  it,  and,  as  workers  to¬ 
gether  with  Chriji,  they  will  themfelves  be¬ 
come  lowers  of  the  feed  of  the  kingdom  ;  and 
thus,  in  the  very  deed,  will  fnare  in  the  blef- 
fednefs  of  the  liberal  man,  who  hath  dijperf- 
ed,  who  hath  given  to  the  poor,  whole  righte* 
cufnefs  endnreth  for  ever . 

As  the  hufbandman  by  fowing  his  feed  pre- 
ferves  it,  which  otherwife  would  be  con  fum¬ 
ed  and  loll,  whilll,  at  the  fame  time,  the  en* 
creafe  of  it  affords  him  fuffeoance;  fo,  the 
righteoufnefs  of  him  who  dsfperfeth,  or  foweth 
the  word,  being  the  righteoujnefs  of  faith,  con¬ 
fiding  in  the  feed  itfelf,  remaineth  for  ever . — - 
For  unto  every  one  that  hath  fhall  be  given ,  and 
he  fhall  have  abundance:  but  from  him  that 
hath  not  fhall  be  taken  away>  even  that  which 
he  hath. — I  will  hear ,  faith  the  Lord \  1  will 
hear  the  heavens  ;  and  they  fall  hear  the  earth  k 
and  the  earth  fall  hear  the  corn ,  and  the  wine 9 
and  the  oil;  and  they  fall  hear  jezreeL 

This  word  of  the  kingdom,  and  evidence 
of  things  not  feen,  is  the  grain  of mufardfeed> 
which  a  man  foweci  in  his  field,  and  which, 
in  the  Hate  of  feed,  is  very  final],  but,  in  its 
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growth,  becometh  great,  fo  that  the  birds  of 
the  air  come  and  lodge  in  the  boughs  there¬ 
of. — It  is  the  leaven,  which  a  woman  took 
and  hid  in  three  meafures  of  meal,  until  the 
whole  was  leavened, — It  is  a  treafure  hid  in 
a  field,  the  which  when  a  man  hath  found, 
he  hideth,  and,  for  joy  thereof,  goeth  and 
feileth  all  that  he  hath,  and  buyeth  that  field. 
— It  is  the  pearl  of  great  price,  which  the 
wife  merchant-man,  when  he  had  found  it, 
efleeming  it  better  than  the  merchandize  of 
{liver,  and  the  gain  of  it  more  to  be  defired 
than  fine  gold,  went  and  fold  all  that  he  had, 
and  bought  it.  It  is  a  net  that  was  call  into 
the  fea,  and  gathered  of  every  kind;  which, 
when  it  was  lull,  they  drew  to  fhore,  and  fat 
down,  and  gathered  the  good  into  veflels,  but 
caff  the  bad  away. —  It  is  the  good  vineyard, 
yielding  a  tfioufand  fold,  which  is  let  out  to 
hufbandmen,  who  mint  render  to  the  owner 
the  fruits  thereof  in  their  feafons. — Such  are 
the  goods  ol  the  great  Houfeholder,  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  care  and  improvement  of  his  llew- 
ards,  who  muft  give  to  their  Lord  a  drift 
account  ot  their  ftewardfhip,  in  which  it  is 
required  that  a  man  be  found  fait hj ul. — And 
of  this  nature  alfo  are  the  talents  which  the 
nobleman,  travelling  into  a  far  country,  gave 
to  his  own  fervants  to  occupy  in  his  abfence ; 
and  for  the  wife  and  faithful  improvement  of 
which  they  will  be  reckoned  with,  when,  hav¬ 
ing  received  for  himfelfa  kingdom,  he  (hall 
return  to  deftroy  his  citizens  that  hated  him, 
and  laid,  we  will  not  have  this  man  to  reign 
over  us;  together  with  the  wicked  fervant, 
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who  mifimproves  his  money  ;  and  to  {hare 
out  cities  to  them  who  love  him,  and  have 
been  faithful  in  a  few  things. 

This  is  the  living  bread  which  came  down 
from  heaven,  of  which  if  any  man  eat,  he 
fhall  live  forever.  And  becaufe  it  is  brought 
forth  and  given  to  the  world  in  the  death 
and  refurretlion  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  he 
faid  to  the  Jews,  Whofo  eateth  my  fief ,  and  drink - 
eth  my  blood,  hath  eternal  life,  and  I  will  raife  him 
up  at  the  lajl  day.  For  my  fifh  is  meat  indeed,  and 
my  blood  is  drink  indeed. — He  that  eateth  my  flejh, 
and  drinketh  my  blood,  dweileth  in  me,  and  I  in 
him. — As  the  living  Father  hath  fent  me,  and  I 
live  by  the  Father:  fo  he  that  eateth  me,  even  he 
fhall  live  by  me.  This  is  the  bread  which  came  down 
from  heaven :  not  as  your  fathers  did  eat  manna, 
and  are  dead:  he  that  eateth  of  this  bread  fhall  live 
for  ever. — It  is  the  living  water  which  Chrift 
giveth  to  them  who  alketh  of  him ;  of  which 
whofoever  drinketh  fhall  never  thirft;  but  it 
fhall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water  [fringing  up  in¬ 
to  everlafing  life.  And  this  is  that  immortal 
principle  in  the  children  of  God,  which,  in 
their  darkeft  and  heavieft  hours,  holds  their 
hearts  waking,  and  forbids  them  to  fleep  as 
do  others.  On  account  of  this  never-failing 
principle,  they  cannot  fin  as  do  others.  Who¬ 
foever  is  born  of  God  doth  not  commit  fn;  for 
his  feed  remaineth  in  him:  and  he  cannot  fn 
becaufe  he  is  born  of  God.  John  iii.  9.  that  is, 
according  to  the  view  here  taken  of  fin,  he 
that  is  born  of  God  cannot  ceafe  to  love 
Chrift,  neither  can  he  hate  his  brother. —  Pe¬ 
ter,  though  tolled  by  the  power  of  fatan  as 
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in  a  fieve,  and  his  own  righteoufnefs  flew  a- 
way  like  chaff,  was  yet  faved  as  a  grain  of 
wheat;  for  his  faith  failed  not;  his  watch- 
fulnefs  railed — his  good  conduct  failed — his 
morality  failed — his  virtue  failed ;  but,  under 
the  gloom  of  fo  heavy  a  night,  and  the  panic 
of  fuch  a  furprifing  temptation ;  his  drowfi- 
nefs,  his  rafhnefs,  and  his  timidity;  his  de¬ 
nying  that  he  was  with  Jelusoi  Galilee,  with 
his  curbing  and  fwearing  that  he  knew  not. 
the  man;  though  they  concealed,  they  did 
not  extinguifh  the  yearning  of  his  bowels  for 
his  buffering  Lord. — A  fentiment  that  mo¬ 
ment  exifted  in  his  heart,  which  bound  up  his 
foul  with  the  life  of  Chrilt.  Peter  never  ceal- 
ed  to  love  Jefus;  yea,  this  feed  of  God  in 
the  heart  of  a  believer,  howfoever  fora  mo¬ 
ment  it  may  be  deprelfed;  in  the  llrength  of 
its  incorruptible  nature,  and  in  its  certain  ef- 
fefts,  is  infinitely  an  over-match  for  all  the 
enticements  of  life,  or  the  terrors  of  death,  or 
any  other  poffible  temptation  of  earth  or  hell. 

The  fowls  of  the  air  may  pluck  away  the 
feed  that  faileth,  and  lieth  uncovered  by  the 
way-fide  ;  the  fun,  when  it  is  high,  will  fcorch 
its  tender  blades,  when  it  fpringeth  up  in  {to¬ 
ny  ground,  and  has  no  deepnefs  of  earth  for 
a  root ;  and  the  thorns  will  choke  and  render 
unfruitful  that  which  is  fown  among  them  in 
ground  not  broken  up;  but,  when  it  is  re¬ 
ceived  into  an  humble,  a  broken  and  contrite 
heart,  it  will  not  fail  to  ftrike  a  root  too  deep 
for  fatan  to  find,  and  his  cropping  the  blade, 
will  oni y  caule  it  to  grow  with  more  (Length. 
1  he  heat  of  tribulation  or  perfecution,  fo  far 
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from  deftroying,  will  improve  its  growth,  and 
quicken  and  force  forward  its  bleffed  harveft ; 
and  the  cares  of  this  world,  and  the  deceit- 
fulnefs  of  riches,  and  the  lulls  of  other  things, 
inltead  ol  overgrowing,  will  themfelvesbe 
overgrown  and  liifled  by  it.  In  an  humble  and 
regenerate  heart,  the  word  of  the  kingdom 
is  j'overeign,  and  will  as  certainly  live  and 
reign,  as  that  the  Lord  Jefus  will  live  and 
hold  the  empire  of  the  world  to  come. — The 
regenerate  heart  is  a  part  of  that  new  world. 

Being  born  of  the  word  of  God  implies, 
that  the  heart  is  changed  and  adimilated  to 
the  divine  nature ;  and,  therefore,  he  that  be- 
lieveth  on  the  Son  of  God,  hath  the  witnefs, 
or  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen  in  himjelj ; 
he  has  a  knowledge  ol  the  reality  and  glory 
ol  eternal  things,  not  merely  from  their  ex¬ 
ternal  evidences,  but  in  tailing  and  experi¬ 
encing  their  divine  nature.  The  truth,  as  it 
is  (hewn  in  the  death  and  refurrehlion  of 
Chrtft  is  in  the  fecret  of  his  foul;  for  his  dy¬ 
ing  love  is  Ihed  abroad  in  his  heart,  and  he  is 
alio  quickened  by  the  power  that  raifed  him 
up  Irom  the  dead.  And,  as  in  nature,  things 
at  traft  to  themfel ves ;  and, in  the  moral  world, 
we  obferve,  according  to  the  proverb,  that 
like  loves  like ;  fo  the  new-born  loul  will  thirll 
for  God,  for  the  living  God,  and  afpire  to 
rife  to  the  lull  enjoyment  of  its  better  por¬ 
tion. 

“  Rivers  to  the  ocean  run, 

u  Nor  stay  in  all  their  course; 

u  Fires  ascending  seek  the  sun; 
u  liOth  speed  them  to  their  scucre* 
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u  So  a  soul  that’s  born  oi  Qod, 
u  Pants  to  view  his  lovely  face; 

“  Upward  terfds  to  his  abode, 
u  To  rest  in  his  embrace.” 

/ 

This  evidence,  irrefifhble  in  the  minds  of 
all  who  are  effeftually  called,  will  necelfarily 
feparate  them  from  this  world;  for  having 
feen  the  promifes  afar  off,  and  being  peril; ad- 
ed  of  them,  and  embracing  them,  they  will 
confefs  that  they  are  f  rangers  and  pilgrims 
on  the  earth.  For  they  that  Jay  fuck  things 
declare  plainly  that  they  feck,  a  country.  And 
truly,  with  thefe  things  in  view,  this  world 
mult  appear  an  objetl  undefirable  and  un¬ 
worthy  of  their  puri'uit.  For  the  fame  evi¬ 
dence  that  proves  to  them,  that  the  unleen 
world  is  pure  and  immortal,  proves  that  this 
is  corruptible  and  perifhing — the  fame  that 
proves  that  another  world  is  approaching, 
proves  that  this  is  palling  away.  And  being 
thus  kept,  by  the  mighty  power  ol  God, 
through  faith,  they  are  effectually  fecured 
and  faved  from  the  lufts  and  pollutions  of 
this  prefent  evil  world ;  and  are  prepared 
for  a  free  admiffion  into  that  holy  and  be¬ 
loved  city,  where  no  unclean  thing  fhall  en¬ 
ter.  Thanks  be  unto  God  for  hisunfpeakable 

Slft! 


Seciion  3,  Faith  the  Anticipation  of  future 

Things. 

As  the  evidence  of  future  and  eternal 
things  is  faith,  that  aftion  of  the  heart  and 
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mind  which  is  in  agreement  with  it,  is  alfo 
called  faith  ;  for  there  is  nothing  in  the  hu¬ 
man  heart  in  agreement  with  the  word  of 
God,  but  what  is  generated  by  if,  and  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  it ;  and  things  of  the  fame  fpecific 
nature,  are  always  confidered  under  one 
common  name. 

^  If  the  feed  be  wheat,  the  blade  and  flock 
that  fp rings  from  it,  is  alfo  wheat  ;  in  the 
tree,  as  is  the  root,  fo  are  the  branches — If 
the  root  be  holy,  Jo  are  the  branches — and  if 
the  root  of  the  tree  be  faith,  fo  will  be  the 
in.nl  or  it — as  Chnfl  called  his  word  living 
mater,  the  fpringing  of  it  in  the  believer  is 
ailo  called  water* — Whofotver  drinketk  of  the 
mater  that  I  [hall  give  him,Jha,U  never  thirjl: 
hat  the  mate',  that  1 Jhall  give  him,  jhall  be  nz 
him  a  weti  of  water  Jf  ringing  up  into  everlajl- 
ing  life.  John  iv.  id.  As  the  fubftance  of 
things,  therefore,  beincr  the  covenant  righte- 
oufnels  of  God,  is  faith  ;  and  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift,  in  which  this  righteoufnefs  is  reveal¬ 
ed,  is  confidered  as  being  the  fame  thing — ■ 
the  anticipation  of  it  in  the  mind  of  the "be- 
iiever,  or  that  new  born  afletlion,  fpiritual 
take,  or  fingle  eye,  to  which  this  righteous- 
nefs  is  revealed,  is  ailo  properly  confidered 
under  the  lame  denomination. 

Hence,  fays  the  apollle,  I  am  not  ajiamed 
of  the.  gofpel  of  Civ  if;  for  it  is  the  power  of 
Cod  unto  Jalvation,  to  every  one  that  beiiev- 
elk,  to  the  Jew  fijl,  and  alfo  to  the  Greek. — 
For  therein  is  the  righteousnefs  of  God  re¬ 
treated  from  faith  to  faith.'  as  it  is  written , 

'J in  juft  Jhall  live  by  faith.  Romans  i.  16, 
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ij.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  goi- 
pel  itfelf  is  often  called  faith,  as  in  Galatians 
i.  23.  He  prcachdh  the  fail  ft  which  once  hr. 
dejiroyed !  And  1  11m.  i.  10  1  hiding  jail  a 
and  a  good  confcience.  In  other  places,  iaiwi 
is  uled  for  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  righteoulnels, 
as  in  Gal.  11.  20.  I  live  by  the  failn  of  the  Son 
of  God ;  but  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  bread  of  life  : 
And  Jude  20.  Building  up  your f elves  on  your 
mo  ft  holy  faith :  but  Jefus  Child  is  the  only- 
foundation  to  build  upon.  And  fometimes 
faith  is  put  for  the  exercife  of  the  heart  in 
obedience  to  the  gofpel,  as  in’Gal.  v.  22.  But 
the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love  Joy ,  peace,  long - 
fuffering,  gcntlenefs,  goodnefs,  faith:  And 
Kev.  ii.  19.  I  know  thy  works,  and  charity, 
andfervice,  and  faith,  and  thy  patience,  and 
thy  works;  and  the  loft  to  be  mors  than  the 
firjl.  And  thele  feveral  views  of  the  my f  cry 
of  faith,  are  given  us  diftinfiily  in  the  paflags 
juft  quoted,  Rom.  i.  17.  in  which  we  may 
contemplate  the  whole  glorious  fubjetl,  viz. 
Faith  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  lor,  or 
the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  Chrift,  which  is 
revealed  in  the  gofpel ;  faith  the  evidence  ot 
things  not  feen,  or  the  gofpel  itfelf,  in  ■which 
the  covenant- righteoufnefs  of  God  is  reveal¬ 
ed:  uvA  faith  the  anticipation  offuture  things, 
or  that  approving  taiie  or  open  feeing  eye, 
in  t lie  regenerate  mind,  to  which  the  faith  ot 
God  is  revealed.  O  the  ineftimable  worth 
of  the  gofpel !  Well  might  the  apoltle  be 
confident,  when  therein  the  rrgkleou  fnfs  cf 
God  is  revealed  from  faith  to  faith ;  and  Chnit 
was  thereby  revealed  in  him:  It  is  as  high 
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as  heaven,  what  can  we  not  thereby  do? 
Deeper  than  hell,  what  can  we  not  thereby 
know,?  He  that  believeth  /hall  not  be  afharned, 
A  view  of  the  glorious  truth,  very  firmlar  to 
this,  is  given  in  2  Cor.  tii.  18.  where  the 
go  [pel,  as  the  miniftration  of  the  fpirit  and 
righteoufnefs,  is  confidered  as  a  glafs  or 
mirror,  in  which,  beholding  with  open  face 
the  glory  of  the  Lord,  we  are  changed  into 
the  fame  image,  from  glory  to  glory. 

‘  Li  the  gofpel,  the  jujh  lying  righteoufnefs 
‘  of  God  our  Saviour,  it  is  conceived,  is  re- 
‘  vealed  from  the  faith  of  Chrift  to  the  faith 

*  of  the  righteous  ;  who,  as  he  contemplates 

*  th e  faith,  or  /. aithfidn efs,  of  Chrift,  m  his 
‘  fulfilling  the  covenant  of  redemption,  gains, 

*  thereby,  a  fair  view  of  the  jufhfying  righte- 
‘  oufnefs,  which  is  revealed  in  the  g  pel. — • 

*  This  faith,  or  faithfulnefs,  of  Chrift  is  reveal- 
‘  ed  in  the  gofpel,  as  the  foundation  of  the 
‘  juft  man's  life,  and  is  that  by  which  he  is 
‘  iuftained,  the  juft,  or  juftified,  man  lives 
‘  by  faith  as  one  lives  by  food.  The  behev- 
‘  er’s  faith  is  fpintual  life,  fupported,  not 
‘  by  itfelf,  but  by  the  do£frine  of  Chrift’s 
‘  faith,  which  is  the  rock  and  the  manna  that 
‘  fuftained  the  church  in  the  wildernefs. — 

‘  Chrift’s  faithfully  accomplifhing  the  work  of 
‘  redemption ,  called  his  faith,  is  an  object  of 
‘  our  faith,  and  the  meritorious  ground,  or 
‘  the  procuring  caufe  of  our  life.  1  live,  fays 

‘  the  righteous  ;  yet  not  I,  but  Chrijl  iiveth  in 
‘  me :  and  the  life,  which  I  now  live  in  the 

*  jlfih, .  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,, 

*  who  loved  me,  and  gave  iiimfelfjor  me.  Gal. 
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*  Si.  20.  The  Son’s  loving  us,  and  giving  him- 

*  fell  for  us,  a  facrifice  for  fin,  according  to 
‘  his  engagement  in  the  covenant  of  redemp- 
e  tion,  or  the  keeping  and  performing  of  his 
£  word,  with  his  Father,  is  his  faith.  This 
4  is  the  hope-giving  confideration,  that  fends 
4  on  life;  and  that  for  the  fake  of  which, 

4  God  gives  [applies  of  the  fpirit  of  life  in 
4  Chri/t  fife  fas.  Our  faith  cannot  feed  upon 

*  itfelf;  it  cannot  live  by  itfelf;  its  life  mull: 

4  be  fuflained  by  a  divine  fource. - To 

*  fuppole  that  the  juff  lives  by  his  own  faith, 

*  is  as  prepoflerous  as  to  fuppefe  that  he 
4  lives  by  his  own  life  ;  for  his  own  faith 
‘  is  his  own  fpiritual  life.  The  text  in  Habak. 

*  ii.  4.  The  juft  (hall live  by  his  faith,  is,  in  the 
4  Greek  B\b\e,Thejufi  fhall  live  by  my  faith. 

*  In  the  New  Teffament  writings,  which  look 
4  to  this  text,  there  is  made  no  mention  of  the 
4  relative  terms,  his  or  my;  but  it  is  menti- 
4  oned  that  the  juft  (hall  live  by  faith,  by  the 
4  faith  of  the  Son  of  God.  This  language  gives 
4  us  the  true  fenfe  of  Habakkuk,  and  fettles 
4  the  doftrine  of  life  upon  a  fure  foundation. 

4  In  this  view,  we  can  fee  ample  provifion  fbr 
4  our  faith,  and  the  means  by  which  our  faith 
4  draws  down  the  fupply  of  the  fpirit  to  fup- 
4  port  our  hope.  Faith  appears,  hence,  to 
4  be  of  great  ufefulnefs  in  the  hope  of  the 
4  righteous,  and  elfential  to  his  joys  and 
4  comforts.’  |  Avery.  J 

1  he  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of 
the  fpirit  of  God:  for  they  are.  foolifhnefs  unto 
him :  neither  can  he  know  them,  becaufe  they 
srefpiritualh  dfeerned.  But  he  that  isfpi- 
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ritual judgeth  all  things.  1  Cor.  ii.  14,  i<.— ■ 
Believers  know  the  things  of  the  fpirit  ex¬ 
perimentally,  as  we  know  honey,  milk,  wine, 
or  any  food,  by  the  tafle;  or  by  a&ually 
partaking  of  them  with  appetite  and  relifh — 
in  this  way  they  perceive  and  difcern  them — 
other  knowledge  is  hearfay,  but  this  is  cer¬ 
tainty.  And,  in  order  to  this  enjoyment, 
our  minds  mull,  needs,  be  formed  with  love 
to  the  good  in  view — there  mull  be  in  us  a 
tafle  to  receive  it  with  relifh,  as  the  palate 
tafles  his  meat,  or  as  the  philofopher  tafles 
the  beauties  of  the  rainbow,  or  the  mufician 
the  harmony  of  founds.  But  the  natural 
man  is  deflitute  of  this ;  therefore,  to  our 
difcerning  and  knowing  the  things  of  the 
fpirit,  it  is  elfentially  neceffary  that  we  be 
born  of  the  fpirit  and  be  taught  by  him,  as  the 
truth  is  in  Jefus.  By  an  impartation  of  the 
fpirit,  we  are  made  fpiritual ;  and  having  in 
us  an  aptitude  for  thefe  things,  and  a  fpiri¬ 
tual  hunger,  we  {hall  tafle  and  fee  their 
worth. 

In  the  work  of  regeneration,  by  the  power 
of  God,  through  the  knowledge  ol  Chrill, 
we  are  made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature, 
and  have  an  anticipation  of  the  fubftance  of 
things,  whereby,  fays  Peter,  are  given  unto 
us  exceeding  great  and  precious  promifes  ; 
that  by  thefe  ye  might  be  partakers  of  the 
divine  nature.  2  Peter  i.  4.  And  fays  John, 
ye  have,  an  unction  f  rom  the  Holy  One,  and,  ye 
"know  all  things.  1  John  ii.  20.  In  this  way, 
by  an  impartation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  pro- 
niife,  or  by  an  unction  from  the  Holy  One,  a 
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tafte  is  formed  for  fpiritual  good,  and  the 
true  knowledge  of  it  is  given,  which  affords 
a  divine  entertainment,  and  an  unfpeakable 
anticipation  of  eternal  enjoyment.  And  be¬ 
lievers,  poffe  fling  this  taile  for  the  objeCl  of 
faith,  God,  the  living  God,  as  he  is  m anile f ti¬ 
ed  in  the  word,  or  in  Chrift ;  and  this  divine 
principle  remaining  in  them,  and  increafmg 
with  increafmg  views  of  the  glory  of  God, 
they  have  a  witnefs  in  themfelves,  not  only 
of  the  reality'  and  glory  of  the  objeCt,  but 
alfo  of  their  own  interelf  in  it — Chrift  is  in 
them  the  hope  of  glory — the  peculiar  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  eternal  truth  in  them,  witnefs 
that  they  are  in  the  actual  poffeffion  of  it— 
the  promifes,  known  and  experienced  in  their 
life  giving,  life  fupporting,  and  foul  fancti- 
fying  nature,  authorize  their  anticipation  of 
eternal  bleiTednefs  ;  and  thus,  thefpirit  itfelf 
beareth  witnefs  with  our  fpirits,  that  we  are 
the  children  of  God,  The  whole  myftery  of 
faith  is,  therefore,  of  one  nature — faith  the 
fubftance  of  things  hoped  for,  is  as  the  body 
of  the  lun — faith  the  evidence  of  things  not 
feen  is  as  its  beams,  or  filming  light — and 
faith  the  anticipation  of  future  things,  or  the 
grace  of  faith,  is  as  the  light  received  in  the 
open  eye,  and  enlightening  the  whole  body, 
to  the  praife  of  the  beneficent  fource. 

‘  A  taffe  being  formed,  by  the  divine  unc- 
£  tion,  to  relilh  this  Hood,  it  enlivens  the  pas- 
‘  fious.and  creates  the  mod  venement  delires. 
‘  The  mind,  controuled  now  by  the  tafte,  as 
*  directed  by  truth,  turns  away  from  every 
4  other  object,  as  undcfirable,  and  reaches  at- 
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*  ter  God,  as  the  only  fatisfying  portion.  The* 
‘  paffion  of  the  mind,  in  this  cafe,  is  fitly  calf- 
‘  ed  longing.  Behold,  fays  the  Pfalmift,  I 

*  have  longed  after  thy  precepts:  quicken  me 
‘  in  thy  right eoufnefs.  Pfal.  cxix.  40.  The 
‘  Pronged  expreffions  are  employed  to  de- 

*  fignate  the  religious  feelings  of  the  righte- 

*  ous;  and  when  God  is  the  fpecial  objehl, 

*  the  whole  foul  goes  out  after  him.  T  his  is 
‘  the  language  of  the  longing  foul :  0  God, 
‘  thou  art  my  God;  early  will  I  feck  thee:  my 

*  foul  thirjleth  for  thee,  my  Jlefh  Ion  get  h  for 

*  thee,  in  a  dry  and  thir/ly  land,  where  no  wa- 
‘  ter  is :  do  fee  thy  power  and  thy  glory,  fo  as 

*  I  have  feen  thee  in  the  /ancillary.  Pfal.  Ixiii. 

*  1 , 2.  The  paffion  of  longing  for  water,  when 

*  parching  with  third,  in  a  dry  land,  where 
‘  no  water  is,  is  not  more  drong  and  vehe- 
‘  ment,  than  is  a  holy  longing  alter  God.  In 
‘  the  eyes  of  the  righteous,  no  objeft  is  fo 

*  beautiful,  fo  engaging,  as  God’s  power 

*  and  glory,  as  he  hath  feen  him  in  Chrid, 

‘  the  true  fanftuary;  who  forages,  was  the 
‘  illullrious  antitype,  or  original,  of  the 

*  worldly  ianeluary,  in  the  tabernacle  and 

*  temple,  'i  bis  fight  is  ravi filing  ;  it  gives 
‘joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory;  audit 

*  is  fuited  to  keep  up,  and  to  encreafe,  in  the 

*  loul,  everlalling  longing  alter  greater  ina- 
‘  nifedations  of  God  in  Chrid.’ 

'Phis  is  a  purif\  ing  faith. — It  is  faid,  AGs 
xv.  g.  that  God  put  no  difference  between  the 
Tews  arid  Gentiles,  pur? f yin g  their  hearts  by 
faith.  God  is  the  llandatd  of  purity,  to  which 
►  we  are  to  conionu.  He  is  the  Rock,  his  work 
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is  perfect:  for  all  his  ways  are  judgment :  a 
God  of  truth,  and  without  iniquity,  jufi  and 
right  is  he.  Deut.  xxxii.  4. — Therefore,  in 
profpe£t  of  enjoying  the  objedt  of  faith,  God 
in  Thrift,  the  believer  will  purify  himfelf.— 
Every  man  that  hath  this  hope  in  him  purify, 
eth  himfelf ,  even  as  he  is  pure.  1  John  iii.  3. 
And  when  the  believer  purifies  himfelf,  even 
as  God  is  pure ;  i.  e.  by  keeping  the  eternal 
ftandard  of  purity  in  view ;  fenhble  of  remain¬ 
ing,  indwelling  corruption,  the  plague  of  the 
heart,  he  monifies  his  lulls,  and  labors  to  be 
per  left  in  every  good  word  and  work ;  to  be 
perfeft,  even  as  his  Father  which  is  in  heaven 
is  perfect;  that  there  be  in  his  heart,  his  af¬ 
fections,  his  religion,  nothing  but  pure  love; 
and  that  he  be  perfectly  confecrated  to  God 
in  fpirit,  foul  and  body. — He,  hence,  lives 
and  grows  up  in  the  wifdom  that  is  from  a- 
hove,  which  is  fir f  pure,  then peaceable,  gentle, 
and  eafiy  to  be  entreated,  full  of  merry  and  good 
fruits,  without  partiality,  and  with.’  dhypocri- 
Jy ,  James  iii.  17.  Seeing,  fays  Peter ,  ye  have 
purified  your  fouls  in  obeying  the  truth  through, 
the  Spirit,  unto  unfeigned,  love  of  the.  brethren  ; 
fee  that  ye  love  one  another  with  a  pure  heart 
'fervently :  Being  born  again,  not  of  corrupti¬ 
ble  feed,  but  of  incorruptible,  by  the  word  of 
God,  which  liveth  and  abideth  for  ever.  1  Pet. 
i.  22,  23. — Pure  religion,  and  undefiled,  be¬ 
fore  God  and  the  Father,  is  this,  to  vifit  the  fa¬ 
ther  lefs  and  widows  in  their  a  fill  f lion,  and  to 
keep  himfelf  un [potted  from  the  world .  James 
i.  27. — In  the  pradtice  of  this  faith  it  is,  that 
the  believer  cleanfcth  himfelf from  allfilthi - 
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nejs  of  Jlefh  and  [pint ,  perfecting  holinefs  in 
ike  f  ear  of  God:  2  Cor.  vii,  1. — For  the  grace 
of  God,  that  brmgeth falvahon ,  hath  appeared 
to  admen;  Teaching  us,  that  denying  ungod- 
iiiiefy  and  wot  Idly  lufls,  we  Jhould  live  foberly , 
rtghteoufly,  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world; 
Looking  for  the  bleffed  hope,  and  glorious  ap¬ 
pear  mg  of  the  great  God,  and  our  Saviour  Je-> 
jus  C/irift ,  W  ho  gave  himjelf  for  us,  that  he 
might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity ,  and  purify 
unto  himjelf  a  peculiar  people,  "zealous  of  good 
works.  Tit.  ii.  n — 14. 

I  o  attain  unto  this  purity,  believers  will 
labor  and  drive,  as  men  who  run  a  race,  or 
foldiers,  who  fight  for  a  kingdom. — /,  there - 
fore,]0  run ,  fays  the  Apoflle,  not  as  uncer * 
iainiy :  jro  fight  L  not  as  one  that  beateth  the 
,air :  But  1  keep  under  my  body,  and  bring  it 
into  fubjcEhon:  Left  that  by  any  means ,  when  I 
have  preached  to  others ,  I  inyfelf Jhould  be  a 
cafl  away.  1  (  or.  ix.  2 6,  27. — This  being  the 
,way  to  bMfednefs,  purity  is  made  the  flight 
eh  objeft. — Believers,  therefore,  will  deny 
themlelves,  and  take  up  their  crofs,  and  ex¬ 
orcise  the  greatefl  mortification.  The  infinite 
holinefs,  and  everlading  importance  of  the 
objett  in  view,  will  fill  them  with  the  moft 
facred  concern ,  and  their  fpjrits  will  labor 
within  them,  to  be  bob'  as  God  is  holy,  and 
pure  as  Chnlt  is  pure.  Forgetting  thofe  things 
which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth-  unto  thofe 
which  are  before,  they  prefs  toward  the  mark, 
for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  oj  God  in  Chnjl 
edits.  /  ' 

And,  thus,  they  do  not  labor  in  vain,  for 
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their  faith,  their  evidence  in  themfeives  will 
be  brightened,  their  anticipation  ol  eternal 
blelfednefs  will  be  ftrengthened.  Their  path 
is  as  the Jhining  light,  that  fhineth  more  ana 
more  unto  the  perfeEL  day;  and  enduring  their 
labors  and  trials,  until  patience  has  had  her 
perfecting  work,  they  hnd  theinlelves  chaw¬ 
ing  on  to  their  journey’s  end,  to  God  tHe  e- 
ternal  reft  and  portion  ol  their  fouls;  and 
that  they  have  come  already,  as  it  were,  to 

the  fuburbs  ol  Glory. 

This  is  an  overcoming  faith. — c  So  great 
«  and  fo  defirable  is  the  good  in  view,  and  fo 

*  fure  is  the  believer’s  hold  of  it,  that  he  is 

*  armed  to  encounter  every  difficulty,  and  to 

*  break  through  every  obftruction  in  his  way. 

*  Hope  animates  and  fires  him  to  the  war. 

«  Oppofition  does  but  increafe  his  zeal.  For 

*  we  are  faved  by  hope.  Rom.  viii.  24.  When 

*  nothing  lefs  than  eternal  glory  is  the  objed 
4  to  be  obtained;  the  infurreClion  of  enemies ; 

4  like  the  kings  of  Canaan  againft  Jofhua, 

4  combined  to  fruftrate  his  enjoyment  ol  the 
4  promifed  inheritance;  far  from  difc'ourag- 
4  mg,  befpeaks  the  importance  ol  the  good  in 
4  purfuit,  and  ftimulates  to  perfeverence. — • 

4  Though  our  conflict  be  lharp,  long  and  try- 
4  ing,  yet  we  jhall  endure  to  the  end,  that  we 
4  may  be  faved,  rejoicing  in  hope  of  the  glory  of 
4  God. — And  not  only  Jo,  but  we  glory  in  tribu - 
4  lations  aJJ'o,  knowing  that  tribulation  worketh 
4  patience ;  and  patience  experience  ;  andexpc - 
4  rience  hope,  Rom.  v,  3. — This  conftrainmg 
4  hope,  though  it  have  every  thing  to  try  it, 
4  in  a  long  and  dangerous  march,  through  a 
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‘  land  of  foes;  every  where  infefled  with  fie* 
‘  ry  ferpents,  and  braved  with  hunger  and 
‘  third,  and  with  the  fcorninp  of  many  this 
hope  prompts  now,  as  it  did  Caleb  and 
*  Jofoua,  to  follow  the  Lori  wholly: 

This  is  very  different  from  the  hope  of  one, 
who,  having  put  his  hand  to  the  plough,  look- 
ethback;  or,  the  anticipation  of  the  Ifrael- 
ites,  who,  upon  the  (bore  of  the  Red  Sea,  be¬ 
lieved  God  s  zooi  ds,  and  f tang  his praife  /  but 
foonforgat  his  works,  and  waited  not  for  his 
counfel;  or  as,  at  Sinai,  they  faid,  All  that 
the  Lord  hath  /aid  will  we  do  and  be  obedient , 
but  looked  back  into  Egypt,  and  fell  in  the 
wildernefs.  One,  whofe  hope  is  ill-founded, 
when  he  conies  to  the  up-hill  labor,  and  the 
oatient  fudaining  of  the  trial  of  faith,  is  like- 
y  to  feel  little  zeal  for  enduring  hardfhip, 
and  will  fhun  the  crofs. — fie  may,  for  a  fea- 
fon,  rejoice  in  the  light  of  truth;  neverthe- 
lefs,  when  tribulation  or  perfection  arifeth,  be¬ 
en  uje  of  the  word,  by  and  by,  he  is  ojfinded. — - 
1  his  man,  whofe  heart  departetb  from  the 
Lord,  fall  be  like  the  heath  in  the  defer  t,  and 
fall  not fe  when  good  cometh,  but  fail  inhabit 
the  parched  places  in  the  wildernefs,  in  a  fait 
land  and  not  inhabited.  Jer.  xvii.  c.  6. — But, 
Bleffed  is  the  man  that  trujleth  in  the  Lora, 
and  whofe  hope  the  Lord  is.  Lor  he  j hall  be  as 
a  tree  planted  by  the  waters,  and  that  fpread- 
eth  out  her  roots  by  the  river,  and  fait  net  fee 
when  heat  cuneth,  but  her  leaf  fall  be  green, 
and  fall  not  be  careful  in  the  year  of  drought, 
neither  fall  ceafe  from  yielding  fruit .  jer.  xvii. 

,,  Q  ‘ 
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The  truth  of  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift 
and  his  faints,  is  the  good  man's  hope  fet  be¬ 
fore  us  in  the  gofpel;  Which  hope  we  have  as 
an  anchor  of  the  foul,  both fare  and jledfajl,  and 
which  entereth  into  that  within  the  vail.  Whi¬ 
ther  the  forerunner  is  for  us  entered,  even  fe- 
fus,  made  an  higb-priejl  for  ever  after  the  or¬ 
der  of  Melchifedec.  Heb.  vi.  ig,  20. — Jefus, 
4  the  forerunner,  within  the  vail,  in  the  hea- 
‘  vens,  does,  in  his  prieftly  office,  take  hold  of 
4  God’s  covenant,  and  intercedes,  that  on  the 
‘  account  of  his  doing  the  work  of  redemp- 
‘  tion,  his  people  may  be  with  him  where  he 

*  is,  that  they  may  behold  his  glory.  His  in- 
‘  terceflion,  founded  upon  this  work,  takes 
‘  hold  of  the  promife  of  a  feed  made  to  the 
4  Son,  as  the  anchor  takes  hold  of  the  ooze, 
‘  at  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  and  fecures  the  (hip 

*  from  the  power  of  the  ftorm.’ — And  the  be¬ 
liever,  anticipating  this  ftrength  of  Chrift, 
holds  faft  the  confidence ,  and  the  rejoicing  of 
the  hope  firm  unto  the  end.  Heb.  iii.  6. — Now 
the  juft  fhall  live  by  faith:  but  if  any  man  draw 
back ,  my  foul  fhall  have  no  pleafure  in  him. — - 
The  juft  fhall  live  by  faith;  and  by  perfe- 
vering  in  grace,  he  is  diftinguifhed  from  the 
hypocrite,  and  is  proved  to  be,  not  of  them 
who  draw  back  unto  perdition ;  but  of  them  that 
believe,  to  the  faving  of  the  foul.,  Heb.  x.  39. 
And,  rejoicing  in  hope,  patient  in  tribulation ; 
continuing  infant  in  prayer,  he  has  comfort  as  an 
heir  of  promife.  The  righteous,  alfo,  fhall  hold 
on  his  way,  and  he  that  hath  clean  hand? fail  be 
jlronger  and firongcr.  Job  xvii.  9; 
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Section  4.  fuflif cation  by  Faith. 

The  view  of  the  fubjeft  of  juftificatiori, 
which  is  preferred  in  this  connexion,  is  very 
comprehensive,  and  embraces  the  ground , 
generally,  of  our  pardon  and  acceptance  with 
God,  together  with  our  adoption  and  fantti- 
fication,  or,  our  being  Jet  apart  for  himfelf ; 

and,  finally,  of  our  glorification. - This 

ground,  according  to  Paul’s  doctrine,  is  faith. 
— Where  is  boajiing  then  ?  It  is  excluded.  By 
•what  law?  Of  works?  Nay:  but  by  the  law 
of  faith. — Therefore ,  we  conclude,  that  a  man 
'is  1  unified  by  faith  without  the  deeds  of  the 

law.  Romans  iii.  27,  28.- - Seeing  it  is  one 

God,  which  Jhall  jultify  the  circumcifion  by 
faith,  and  the  uneircumcifion  through  faith, 
verfe  30. — Therefore,  being  ju Ruled  by  faith, 
we  have  peace  with  God,  through  our  Lord  fe¬ 
tus  Thrift,  Rom.  v.  l. — The  jeripture,  for  fee¬ 
ing  that  God  would  juftify  the  heathen  through 
faith ,  preached  the  gofpel  unto  Abraham,  fay¬ 
ing,  In  thee  Jhall  ail  nations  be  blejfed.  Gal.  iii. 

— Wherefore  the  law  was  our  Jchool-majter , 
to  bring  us  to  Clin  iff  that  we  might  be  jajlified 
by  faith,  verfe  24. 

It  has  always  been  found  that  men  are 
prone  to  felf-righteoufnels ;  they  make  their 
own  righteoufnefs  the  ground  of  their  de¬ 
pendence,  as  naturally  as  water  runs  down 
hill ;  hence,  they  have  unceafingly  attempted 
to-  pervert  the  gdfpel3by  fubflitutingdAe  laitf 
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of  works  for  the  law  of  faith;  and  the  righte - 
oufnefs  of  the  law  for  the  righteoufnefs  of  God. 
—In  order  to  diftinguifh  the  gofpel  juftifica- 
tion  from  that  of  the  law,  and  to  fhew  that 
it  was  founded  in  a  righteoufnefs  of  a  differ¬ 
ent  nature,  the  ancient  believers  uled  to  call 
this  which  is  by  faith,  the §ujlif cation  of  life; 
and  this  well  agrees  with  the  word  of  our 
Lord,  Becaufe  I live,yefiall  live  cdjo.  In  tne 
view  of  which  righteoufnefs,  the  pureft  deeds 
of  the  law  may  well  be  called  dead  works. 

But  no  invention  of  felf-righteoufnefs  has 
been  more  fuccefsful,  and  has  more  fatally 
corrupted  the  gofpel,  than  the  modern,  pre¬ 
valent  and  fpecious  fcheme  of  admitt  ing  that 
we  are  juftified  by  faith,  whiift,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  faith  of  the  creature  is  laid  hold  of 
and  fubftituted  for  the  faith  of  Chrift.  This 
fentiment  of  our  being  juftified  by  our  own 
faith  in  Chrift,  inftead  of  the  faith  cf  Chrift, 
crept  forward,  in  a  great  meafure,  through 
the  careleftnefs  of  preachers  and  writers,  in 
11  ft n g  the  term  generally,  and  not  diflinguifh- 
ing  faith,  the  fub fiance  and  evidence,  as  it  is 
in  Chrift,  from  the  anticipation,  or,  the.  exer- 
cife  of  the  believer  towards  him ;  but  having 
fecretly  gotten  ground,  it  has  or  late  been 
boldly  advocated  by  fome  who  flood  high, 
and  have  had  great  influence  in  the  church. 

The  infpired  writers,  however,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  our  apoftle,  very  carefully  difiin- 
guifh  the  faith  by  which  a  man  is  juftified, 
from  every  thing  which  might  be  confidered  as 
righteoufnefs  in  the  creature.  Their  language 
ife  this.  Even  the  righteoufnefs  oj  God  which  is 
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by  faith  of  jcfus  Chrif.  Rom.  iii.  22.  — r  live 
by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God.  Gal,  ii.  20. — 
Ye  arc  all  the  children  of  God  by  faith  in  Chrijl 
Jefus,  chap,  iii.  26. — - In  whom  we  have  bold- 
nefs  and  accefs,  with  confidence  by  the  faith  of 
him.  Eph,  iii.  12. — And  be  found  in  him.  nob 
having  mine  own  right eouf nefs,  which  is  of  the 
law,  but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of 
€  hr  iff,  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by 
faith.  Philip,  iii.  g. — Thou  holdeft  fa (l  my 
name,  and  haft  not  denied  my  Jaith.  Rev.  ii. 
13. — Here  are  they  that  keep  the  command¬ 
ments  of  God,  and  the  faith  of  Jcfus.  R  ev.  xi  v. 
12. — The  reafon  why  Paul  fo  particularly 
diltinguifhed  the  ground  of  juflification,  and 
his  laying  fuch  firefs  upon  this  view  of  its  be¬ 
ing  the  faith  of  Thrift,  may  be  traced  to  his 
great  com  million  to  preach  the  gofpel  among 
the  Gentiles,  in  which  this  difiindlion  is  ex- 
prefsly  given,  and  with  which  it  clofes,  in. a 
manner  that  could  not  fail  to  make  the  molt 
tolemn  imprefnon  upon  his  mind,  as  though 
the  whole  weight  of  his  embafly  relied  upon 
his  maintaining  this  truth.  This  may  be  feen. 
Aids  xxvi.  18.  Delivering  thee  from  the  people, 
and  from  the  Gentiles,  unto  whom  now  J fend 
thee,  To  open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from 
darknefs  to  light,  and from  the  power  of  fat  an 
unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  for givenefs  of 
fins,  and,  inhn  itance  among  them  which  are 
fandified,  by  faith  that  is  in  me. 

Some  have  infilled,  that  this  manner  of 
expreffion  may  ‘  naturally  be  underflood  to 
‘  mean  faith  in  Chrifl,  or  the  faith  by  which 
‘  men  believe  in  him,  and  of  which  he  is  the 
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«  objea;  [ Dr .  Hopkins.^ - But,  when  we 

mean  faith  in  Chrijt.,  is  it  natural  to  (ay ,  faith 
that  is  in  Chrijl ?  if  this  had  been  the  mean¬ 
ing,  it  doubtlefs  would  have  been  exprefled 
in°the  a&ive,  and  not  in  this  paffive  manner. 
Certainly  no  words  could  be  uled  to  eflablifh 
the  fenfe  to  be  the  faith  of  Chriff,  more  in- 
difputably,  than  thofe  frequently  ufed  by 
Paul. 

This  argument  has  been  ufed  in  favor  of 
the  believer's  faith,  that  ‘  fince  the  apoflle 
(  always  means  the  faith  of  the  believer,  when 
‘  he  fays  men  are  j uflified  by  faith,  except  in 
‘  thefe  few  places,  it  feems  to  be  doing 
e  violence  to  thofe,  to  underhand  them  in 
*  quite  a  different  fenfe.’’ — But,  it  is  taken 
wholly  upon  fuppofition,  that  the  apoflle 
means  the  faith  of  the  believer  in  thofeother 
places;  the  flrengthof  this  argument  lies,  in 
forcing  a  fenfe  upon  fome  paffages  which  are 
lefs  exprefs,  and,  from  them,  concluding  a- 
gainft  others,  which  are  as  exprefs  as  words 
can  make  them;  this  is  revelling  the  efta- 
blifhed  rule  of  finding  how  an  author  ufes  a 
word  ;  which  is,  to  take  the  paffages  in  which 
the  word  is  ufed  mod  definitely,  and  from 
them  determine  its  fenfe  where  it  is  ufed  mere 
freely. 

Again,  it  is  faid,  that  to  fav  the  faith  of 
Chrijt,  the  faith  oj  the  Son  of  God,  or  f  aith 
that  is  in  Chrijt,  &c.  ‘  is  a  very  obf’cure  and 
‘  unufual  way  to  exprefs  the  obedience  and 
'  righteoufnefs  of  Chriff.’ — But  to  fome  peo¬ 
ple,  faith  does  not  feem  an  obfeure  and  un¬ 
ufual,  or  an  improper  word  whereby  to  ex- 
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prefs  the  covenant  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  It 
is  faid,  moreover,  that  ‘  this  phrafe  muft  be 
e  underRood  to  mean  the  faith  of  the  believ- 
‘  er,  in  a  number  of  other  places ;  the  follow- 
‘  ing  are  in  (lances  of  it,  Aids  iii.  16.  Through 
4 faith  in  his  name. — In  the  original  it  is, 
4  Through  the  faith  of  his  name.  Rom,  iii,  26. 

*  The  jujlifer  of  him  that  beiicveth  in  Jefus . 

*  In  the  original  it  is.  Him  who  is  of  the  faith 
4  of  Jefus i — -But  what  evidence  is  there,  that 
Peter  and  Tohn  meant  their  own  faith,  when 
they  fay,  And  his  name.,  through  the  Jaith 
of  his  name,  hath  made  this  man  fir  on  g ?  Why- 
may  they  not  be  underhood  to  mean  as  they 
faid,  that  the  lame  man  was  healed  by  the 
name ,  or  through  the  faith  of  the  name  of  Je¬ 
fus  Ckrifl ;  which  is  faith  the  evidence  of  things 
not  feen?  And  the  other  paffage,  Him  who 
is  of  the  faith  of  Jefus,  is  a  phrafe  fimilar  to 
that  of  Rev.  xiv.  12.  and  evidently  intends, 
as  there,  him  who  keeps  the  word  oj  God ,  and 
the  ttjlimony  of  Jefus  Chrif. 

In  the  epiltle  to  the  Galatians,  Chrift’s 
faith  and  the  believer’s  faith  are  both  menti¬ 
oned  in  one  text;  and  they  are  To  clearly 
dihinguifhed,  the  one  as  being  the  ground  of 
our  juftilication,  and  the  other  as  merely  the 
circumflance ;  that,  were  it  not  for  the  Prong 
bent  of  the  human  mind  to  lelfrighteoulnefs, 
it  would  leem  impollible  that,  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  by  lubltnuting  the  one  for  die  other,  the 
dobhine  of  the  apoiile  could  be  fofirangely 
miiiaken  and  perverted,  f  ee  chap.  ii.  1 5, 
Knowing  that  a  man  is  not  jufified  by  trie 
works  oj  the  law,  but.  by  the  faith  of  Jefus 
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Chrift,  even  we  have  believed  in  Jo  fas  Chrift  ; 
that  we  might  be  juftified  by  the  faith  of  Chrijl , 
and  not  by  the  works  of  the  law  ;  for  by  the 
works  of  the  law Juall  no  flefh  bejufHJied.  1  lus 
js  a  clear  statement  of  the  glorious  doctrine. 
We  have  believed  m  Jejus  C/jr?/?,  that  we 
might  be.  jujli fed  by  the  faith  of  Chi  if.  I  his 
was  the  profeliion  or  evangelical  1  aul.  Iiow 
different  from  the  modern  profeliion  !  Some 
people  who  would  be  thought  evangelical, 
are  careful  to  vary  from  this  profeliion  only 
as  it  'refpects  the  faith  of  Chrijl ;  and  can 
find  it  agreeable  to  their  own  views  of  the 
way  of  jufhfication,  by  a  fmall  amendment 
like  this:  We  have  believed  in  Jef us  (thrift, 
that  we  migh  be  juftified  by  believing  in  Chi  iff 
Believing  in  Chrift  is  neceffary,  doubtlefs, 
to  our  being  juftified  by  Chrift  ;  but  to  fub- 
llitute  our  own  faith  for  the  faith  of  Chrift, 
ind  in  this  way  feeking  to  be  juftified,  is  not 
believing  in  Chrift  ;  it  is  merely  believing  in 
our  own  faith.  This  way  feemsTo  right  to 
a  man,  that  he  can  eafdy  pals  over  the  grols 
abfurdity.  We  eat  bread,  and  are  fupported  ; 
not  by  the  afct  of  eating,  but  by  the  bread  we 
eat — we  run  to  a  houle,  and  are  protected 
from  the  ftortn  ;  not  by  our  running,  but 
by  the  houfe  into  which  we  enter — the  brood 
gather  themfelves  under  the  hen,  and  are 
warmed,  nurtured,  and  fecured  from  the  bird 
of  prey  ;  not  by  their  coming  thither,  but 
by  the  parent  wings  of  the  fowl.  I  bus  the 
weak  and  defenceiefs  flock,  hovering  to  Shi¬ 
loh,  before  the  (form  and  tern  pell,  are  fayed 
by  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  under  zvhojc  wings 
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they  are  come  to  trufl.  Chriftian  profeffors 
were  not,  formerly,  fo  reluctant  in  admitting 
Paul's  conftru&ion  of  this  do&rine.  Cafla- 
1  io,  in  giving  the  fenfe  of  Aas  xxvi.  1 8.  writes, 
Oui,  quia  infidem  me  am  verier  tint,  fanhii  fac - 
ti  font.  Becaufe  they  have  come  into  my  faith, 
&c. 


Though  a  variety  of  terms  are  ufed  in  the 
fcriptures,  to  exprels  the  ground  of  the  fpe- 
cial  divine  favour  towards  flnners,  it  is  un- 
derilood,  that  one  and  the  fame  thing  is  ever 
intended.  Ifaiah  fays.  By  his  knowledge  Jhall 
■my  righteous  fervant jujlify  many.  Ifai.  liii.  1 1. 
*  As  the  Father,  on  the  one  hand  had,  from 
‘  the  beginning,  ordained  his  Son  to  the  work 
‘  of  redemption— as  he  had  entrufted  him 
‘  with  this  w  . — as  he  always  upheld  him  in 
‘  the  execut.  t  of  this  work — as  he  had  de- 


6 

6 

( 

i 

6 

t 

< 

< 

6 

( 

t 

6 

i 

< 

( 

t 

fl 


dared  him,  from  the  excellent  glory,  to  be 
his  beloved  Son,  in  whom  he  was  well  pleas¬ 
ed — and  as  he  commanded  the  world  to 
hear  him-r-the  Father,  in  a  law  fenfe,  knew , 
or  acknowledged,  publicly,  the  Son,  as  a 
righteous  and  faithful  party  in  the  cove¬ 
nant.  So,  on  the  other  hand,  as  the  Son, 
early,  accepted  the  Father’s  propofal  of  the 
work  of  redemption — as  he  received  into 
his  heart,  his  Father’s  law,  the  law  of  re¬ 
demption — as  he  came  into  the  world,  in 
a  body  prepared  for  him,  at  the  time  ap¬ 
pointed,  by  the  Father — as  he  always  did 
thofe  things  that  pleafed  the  Father — and 
as  he  was  always  obedient  as  a  Son,  and 

was  always  faithful  as  a  fervant,  in  his  ful- 
✓  * 

filling  all  righteoufnefs,  or  all  the  duties 
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f  which  lie  had  covenanted  to  do  he  did, 

*  properly,  in  a  law  ftyle,  know  the  1*  at  her, 

‘  as  his  Father  and  his  God,  as  a  faithful  par- 

*  ty  in  the  covenant;  in  whom  he  truited,  and 

*  on  whole  oath  he  relied,  for  the  promiled 
‘  reward.  His  death  was  the  molt  tllultrious 

‘  in  11  a  nee  of  his  knowledge  or  experience  of 
‘ fidelity  in  the  covenant  worked  redemp- 
‘  lion.’  \  Avery.  J 

The  knowledge  which  the  Father  had  of 
the  Son,  and  the  knowledge  which  the  Son 
had  of  the  Father,  is  the  everlafhng  righte- 
oufnefs ;  which,  by  the  death  and  relurrec- 
tion  of  Chrilt,  is  brought  in,  and  laid  as  the 
foundation  in  Zion,  As  the  bather  knowetb 
vie,  fays  the  Son,  even  Jo  know  /  the  Father ; 
and  J  lay  down  my  life  for  my  Jheep.  'I  here- 
fore  doth  my  Father  love  me,  becaufe  I  lay  down 
'my  life,  that  I  might  take  it  again.  No  man 
taketh  it  from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down  of  rnyfelj * 
J  have  power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have  power 
to  take  it  again.  This  commandment  have  / 
received  of  my  Father.  John  x.  15 — 18. 
His  laying  down  his  life,  in  obedience  to  the 
commandment  which  he  had  received,  proves 
his  love  to  his  Father — it  is  the  highelt  de- 
monftration  of  filial  duty,  for  which  he  is 
worthy  of  parental  love;  and  it  is  on  the 
account,  of  this  knowledge,  that  the  Father 
loves  him. 

It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  his  knowledge,,  by 
which  he  lhall  jufijy  many,  means  the  iame 
as  his  right eoufhefs,  for  the  lake  ol  which  the 
Lord  is  well  pleafed.  And  fince  Chrilt  has 
gone  through  the  work,  and  fince  the  Father 
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has  accepted  him  in  it,  the  foundation  is- 
fure  and  permanent;  and  it  is  fuited  to  be¬ 
get  in  them  that  build  upon  it,  the  molt  un¬ 
limited  confidence  of  fuccefs.  In  the  view 
of  the  liability  and  glory  of  this  ground  of 
hope  in  Chrift,  the  believer  can  trull  his  eter¬ 
nal  all,  and  exuitingly  fay,  I  know  whom  1 
have  believed. 

It  is  laid  alfo,  that  we  are  jufified  by  his 
blood.  Rom.  v.  9.  This  intends,  evident¬ 
ly,  the  fame  ground  of  juliification  with  his 
knowledge,  or  his  faith,  or  covenant  righte- 
oufnefs,  which  he  held  unto  the  death. — A- 
gain,  it  is  laid,  that  God  for  Chrift"  s  fake  hath 
forgiven  you.  Ephefians  iv.  32.  And  that,, 
your  Jins  are  forgiven  you  jor  his  name’s fake. 
1  John  ii.  12.  Forgivenefs  from  God,  for 
Chrift’s  fake,  and  for  his  name’s  fake,  is  for- 
givenefs  upon  the  fame  and  only  ground  of 
ioro-ivenefs,  the  faith  or  covenant  ii&hteous- 
nefs  of  Chrift.  Moreover,  when  it  is  laid 
that  God  is  not  alkanic  d  to  be  called  the 
God  of  believers,  on  the  account  oi  his  hav¬ 
ing'  prepared  for  them  a  city ;  there  is  offered* 
the  fame  realon  and  ground  of  the  divine 
favour for  the  covenanted  work  el  the  Son, 
and  covenanted  reward  of  the  Father,  where¬ 
in  the  wretched  and  miferable  build  their 
hope  of  favour  and  life,  frame  the  Joundati- 
vns  of  the  city  of  foundations,  and  compofe 
the  glory  of  the  habitation  of  glory. 

'1  lie  richteoulnefs  of  God  in  Chrift,  it  is 
believed,  is  the  only  ground  oi  our  hope. — 
The  covenant  riejiteoulnels,  lublilltng  m  the 


immutable  engagement  of  the  Son  to  per- 
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form  the  work  of  redemption,  which  the  Fa¬ 
ther  gave  him  to  do,  together  with  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  promife  and  oath  of  tne  father, 
to  reward  him  with  a  feed  to  feive  him,  and. 
dory  and  a  kingdom,  upon  the  performance 
of  the  work — -this  righteoufnefs,  which  is  of 
the  Lord.  Ifai.  liv.  17— this  righteoufnefs, 
which  is  tn  the  Lord.  Ifai.  xlv.  24^  this 
righteoufnefs,  which  is  jfekovah  himfelf.  Jet. 
xxiii.  6 — is  the  only  righteoufnefs  that  can 
avail  to  the  juff ideation  of  the  ungodly.— 
But  this  righteoufnefs,  which  endureth  for 
ever,  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  is  brought  in  ; 
and,  in  the  everlafting  gofpel,  is  exhibited  as 
a  free  gift  unto  dll,  and  is  upon  ail  toe  111  that ^ 
believe.  And  though  the  'righteoufnefs  of 
the  law,  being  of  a  moral  nature,  can  never 
be  imputed  or  given  to  another ;  neither  it, 
nor  its  benefits — and  the  man,  and  he  only, 
that  doth  the  works  of  the  law,  J hall  live  m 
them-,  yet  this  divine  righteoufnefs  may  be 
beftowed  upon,  and  made  over  to  another, 
i.  e.  God  can  difpofe  of  himfelf,  and  give 
away  himfelf;  and  this  righteoufnefs,  through 
grace,  becomes  ours  as  flriftly,  and  in  the 
fame  fenfe,  as  Chrill  is  ours;  and  God  in 
Chrifl  is  our  inheritance  and  portion. 

I  have  made  a  covenant  with  my  chofen,  fays 
the  Father,  /  have  / worn  unto  David  my  Jer - 
vant.  Thy  feed  will  I  establijh  for  ever,  and 
build  up  thy  throne  to  all  generations.  To  this 
covenant  the  Son,  David  our  King,  gave  the 
mod.  ready  confem,  when  it  was  piopoled, 
and  when  the  work  was  delineated,  fo  that 
it  was  clearly  before  him ;  and  in  it  he  ea- 
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gaged,  with  the  purefl  zeal  to  perform  it. _ _ 

Wherefore,  token  he  comet h  into  the  world,  he 
faith,  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  wouldjl  not » 
but  a  body  haft  thou  prepared  me :  in  burnt 
offerings  and  facrfices for fin  thou  haft  had  no 
plea  jut  e :  7  hen f hid  /,  l-o  1  come  f  in  the  volume 
of  the  book  it  is  written  of  me)  to  do  thy  will, 
0  God.  Above,  when  he  fend,  Sacrifice,  and 
offering,,  and  burnt- offerings,  and  offering 
for  fin  thou  wouldeft  not,  neither  had  ft  pieafure 
therein  ( which  are  offered  by  the  law  ;)  7  hen 
faid  he,  Lo,  I  come  to  do  thy  will,  l)  God.  He 
taketh  away  the  firft,  that  he  might  eftablifh  the 
fecond.  By  the  which  will,  we  are  fan  clip  ed 
through  the  offering  of  the  tody  of  Jef us  Cknfh 
once  for  all.  Heb.  x.  g — 10. 

When  it  is  faid,  therefore,  that  we  arejufi-. 
ified  by  the.  faith  of  Chrift ;  or  that  we  are 
juflified  by  his  knowledge,  or  by  his  blood;  or 
that  we  receive  forgivenefs  of  God,  for  his 
name  fake ;  or  that  we  are  made  righteous 
by  the  obedience  of  one.  Rom.  v.  U).  or  that 
we  are  fantlified  by  the  divine  will ;  or  that 
God  is  not  afhamed  to  be  called  our  God-, 
on  account  of  a  city  which  he  has  prepared 
for  us  ;  or  that  grace  reigneth  through  mght- 
eoufnefs  unto  eternal  life;  we  are  not  to  un¬ 
derhand,  that  there  are  different  ways  for 
the  exereife  of  the  divine  favour  towards 
finners;  but  that  all  thefe,  and  many  other 
like  terms,  are  ufed  in  the  fcriptures,  to  ex- 
prefs  the  fame  and  only  ground  of  our  par¬ 
don  and  acceptance  with  God. 

In  the  numerous  places,  in  which  the  rea- 
fon  of  the  divine  favour  is  affisned,  the  only 
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difference  obferved,  is  that,  which  relates  to 
the  diftin&ion  of  the  Jubilance  and  evidence 
of  faith — fometimes,  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift,  as  it  exiffed  from  eternity,  in  his  con- 
fent  to  the  covenant,  is  dire&ly  given;  and 
fometimes,  that  exhibition  ol  his  righteous- 
nefs,  which  he  has  made  in  the  world,  is  more 
immediately  in  view;  or,  perhaps,  it  may  be 
obferved,  that  fometimes  the  divine  will  is 
contemplated  in  all  us  parts;  and  fometimes 
more  particularly,  the  part  of  duty. 

The  will  of  the  Father  has  always  been  a 
law  to  the  Son.  This  law  has  always  been  in 
his  heart;  he  has  always  delighted  in  it, and 
the  Father  has  always  loved  the  Son  ;  he  has 
always  delighted  in  him,  as  his  only  begotten, 
and  honored  and  glorified  him  with  himfelf. 
And  this  everlasting  righteoufnefs  is  fully  ex¬ 
hibited  in  the  work  of  redemption;  for,  as 
the  Son,  in  his  fervice-work,  has  given  pub¬ 
lic  evidence  of  his  righteoufnefs,  and  fully  de¬ 
clared  his  regard  to  the  divine  will,  a  foun¬ 
dation  is  laid  for  the  Father  to  give  public 
evidence  alfo  of  his  righteoufnefs,  and  de¬ 
clare  his  love  to  his  Son,  and  his  delight  and 
pleafure  in  his  work. — This  is  done  by  his 
oardoning  and  justifying  finners  for  his  Sons 
:  ake,  according  to  his  promife  to  him  in  the 
covenant. — But  now  the  mghteouj'nefs  of  God 
without  the  law  is  manifejted ,  being  witneffed 
by  the  law  and,  the  prophets  ;  Even  the  righte¬ 
oufnefs  of  God  which  is  by  faith  of  ffe.  jus  thrift 
unto  all ,  and  upon  all  them  that  believe ;  for 
there  is  no  difference :  For  all  have  finned  and \ 
come  jhort  oj  i he  glory  of  God;  Being  juft  fled 
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freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption  ihai 
is  in  Jefus  Chrijt;  Whom  God  hath  Jet  forth 
through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righ- 
teoufnefs  for  the  remijjion  of  fins  that  are  pajt, 
through  the  forbearance  of  God;  To  declare,  I 
fay,  at  this  time  his  righteoufnefs :  that  he 
might  be  juft,  and  the  jufifer  of  him  which 

bcheveth  in  Jefus.  Komans  iii.  21 — 26. - 

And  all  the  honor  which  is  conferred  upon 
Christ  declaratively,  and  all  the  favor  which 
is  conferred  upon  men,  are  to  testify  the  di¬ 
vine  aeceptablenefs  of  his  faith,  or  covenant 
righteoufnefs;  evidenced  in  his  blood,  or  in 
his  making  himfelf  a  facriftce  according;  to 
the  divine  will. — God,  now,  has  a  reafbn  to 
be  af Signed,  as  the  ground  of  his  (Lowing  fa¬ 
vor  to  linnets;  acting  upon  the  ground  of 
the  exhibited  righteoufnefs  of  his  Son,  God 
makes  it  to  be  feen,  that  he  loves  righteouf¬ 
nefs  and  hates  iniquity.  God  is,  now,  juft  to 
his  own  engagement,  and  jufi  to  his  righte¬ 
ous  fervant;  when,  accordingto  hispromife 
in  the  covenant  of  redemption,  he  jultifiell? 
him  who  believeth  in  Jefus. 


Section  5.  Grace  fovereign  through  Faith, 

G  race  is  a  thread  of  gold,  appearing  every 
where  in  the  doflrine  of  the  Old  and  New 
Tellament;  the  whole  fyflem  of  redemption 
difplays  it;  and  every  one  truly  enlightened 
by  the  gofpel  mult  lee  and  admire  it.  Grace 
is  ufed  in  the  feriptures,  in  relation  to  thf 
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whole,  and  every  part  of  the  work  oficdemp- 
tion,  from  the  foundation  to  the  top-ffonc , 
though,  perhaps,  the  inoit  definite  ufc  of  .the 
term  expreffes  an  aft  of  government,  in  which 
God  (hows  favor  to  the  guilty,  as  it  is  dif- 

played  in  juftification. 

Grace  is  ufed,  in  relation  to  laith,  as  the 
fubflance  of  things  hoped  lor,  to  expiefs  the 
gift  of  righteoufnefs,  as  bellowed  u  ron  us  by 
the  Father,  and  received  by  Chrift,  as  out 
truftee  and  furety,  before  the  world  began; 
and  it  is  ufed,  particularly,  in  relation  to  the 
evidence,  to  exprefs  the  redemption-work  of 
Chrift,  together,  with  the  ad  of  government, 
proceeding  upon  this  work,  in  which  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God  is  fully  difplayed,  in 
©ur  pardon  and  acceptance  with  him  ;  and  it 
is  alfo  ufed  in  relation  to  the  anticipation,  to 
exprefs  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  in  the  glo¬ 
rious,  mojt  glorious  minilfration  of  the  fpirit. 
— In  a  word,  grace  is  uled,  generally,  to  ex¬ 
prefs  the  work  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.— The  work  of  re¬ 
demption  is  grace!  grace!  the  manifold  grace 
®f  God ! 

The  Father,  of  his  mere  good  pleafure, 
gave  to  us  his  Son,  and,  with  him,  he  has 
given  us  the  kingdom — he  has  freely  given  us- 
ail  things.  Tire  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  gave  him- 
feif  freely;  no  man  took  his  life  from  him, 
but  he  laid  it  down  of  himfelf :  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft  is  the  free  [pint,  \\\<c  fpirit  -of  grace ; 
and,  by  his  free  agency,  we  are  effectually  cal¬ 
led.  Uur  falvation  is  wholly  of  free,  rich,  and 
love  reign  grace.  The  gofpel  is  given  freely 
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to  the  world ;  and,  as  the  wind  bloweth  where 
it  nlleth,  fo  is  every  man  vifited  that  rs  born 
of  the  Spirit;  for  he  is  the  God  of  all  grace , 
icho  hath  called  us  unto  his  eternal  Q'lory  by 
jfefus  C/iri/L  1  Peter  v.  io„ — Faith  the  ~fub- 
J lance  of  things,  is  the  gitt  of  God  ;  faith  the 
evidence ,  is  a!fo  the  gift  of  God;  and  the  an¬ 
ticipation  is  received,  not  by  the  works  of  the 

law,  but  by  the  hearing  of  faith.  Gal.iii  2.— 
So  then,  faith  cometh  by  hearing,  and  hearing 
ty  the  tool  d  of  (rod .  Rom.  x.  1  y. — for  by  ey race 
are ye  faved,  through  faith ;  and  that  not  of 
yourf elves  ;  it  is  the  gift  of  God:  Not  of  works 
left  any  manjhould  boafl .  Eph.  ii.  8,  9. 

In  the  view  of  the  kingdom  of  righteouf- 
neks,  and  t  e  provifion  which  God  has  made 
for  a  perdmng  world,  there  is  certainly  no 
room  for  boafling — -no  man  has  had  a  hand 
in  tins  work — for  this  kingdom  was  prepar¬ 
er],  and  tne  rich  provrfion  was  made  and  giv¬ 
en  to  us  in  t  hrift  before  the  world  was — • 
lienee  it  is  called  grace — According  to  his 
own  purpofe  and  grace  which  was  given  us  in 
UiriJ  JeJus,  before  the  world  began.  2  Tim. 
i.  rp  And  in  the  view  of  bringing  forward, 
and  exhibiting  of  this  eternal  provifion  to 
tl'.e  world,  ail  boafting  of  men  is  utterly  ex¬ 
cluded —  For  when  roe  wereyet  without  Jirength 
— when  we  \ were  enemies — in  due  time  Chn/i 
died,  Jor  the  ungodly.  Rom.  v.  6 — 10.  And, 
with  refpett  to  the  anticipation,  in  the  nature 
of  t  he  thing,  no  glory  can  be  due  to  the  fub- 
ject ;  for  whatlotwer  be  the  merit  of  making 
a  feaft  of  fat  things,  of  fpreading  out  the  pro¬ 
vifion  upon  the  table,  and  of  inviting  and 
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Constraining  the  poor  and  unworthy  to  come 
freely,  and  partake  of  it;  no  part  thereof, 
furely,  can  be  aferibed  to  the  indigent,  felf- 
dellroyed  guefls,  merely  for  coming,  feed¬ 
ing  and  feafling  upon  the  rich  bounty. - 

Whatsoever  might  be  the  merit  of  provid¬ 
ing  a  ranfom  for  lawful  captives  and  con¬ 
demned  priSoners,  and  of  bringing  to  them 
the  good  news  of  their  free  and  full  libera¬ 
tion  ;  certainly,  there  is  none  in  their  hear- 
ing  and  rejoicing  in  the  glad  tidings,  and 
in  their  receiving  and  enjoying  the  liberty 
gracioufly  bellowed  upon  them;  Or  howfo- 
ever  great,  and  infinitely  meritorious,  is  the 
work  which  formed  the  orb  of  day,  and  which 
fends  forth  daily,  his  golden  rays  to  enlight¬ 
en  and  animate  the  world,  nothing  of  the 
virtue,  nothing  of  the  praife  of  the  mighty 
deed  belongs  to  us,  who  behold,  and  admire, 
and  felicitate  ourfelves  in  the  glory  that 
beams  around  us  and  upon  us.  Where  is 
boajling  then  ?  It  is  excluded .  By  what  law  ? 
oj  works ?  Nay :  but  by  the  law  of  faith. 

Grace  fuppofes  guilt  and  ill  defert  in  the 
object.  The  angels  of  light  are  not  Subjects 
of  grace,  for  they  have  not  finned.  1  he  an¬ 
gels  which  kept  not  their  firjl  ejlate,  are  not 
Subjects  of  grace ;  for  there  is  not  laid  a  foun¬ 
dation,  upon  which  it  can  be  exercifed  to^ 
wards  them  ;  for  Chr  iff  took  not  on  him  the 
nature  of  angels.  Were  it  not  for  Ch'rift’s 
mediation,  our  cafe  would  have  been  as  des¬ 
perate  as  theirs — •Chrifi’s  righteoufnefs  is  the 
only  ground  upon  which  grace  can  be  exer- 
«ifed  towards  us. 

R  r 


Divine  Theory, 


3J4 

This  righteoufnefs  gives  rife  to  the  exercife 
and  reign  of  grace.  ‘  It  is  the  leading  fen- 

*  timent  of  the  kingdom,  on  this  head,  that 
‘  grace  reignetfi  through  righteoufnefs  unto 

*  eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Chrijl  our  Lord.  Rom. 

*  v.  21.  In  this  way,  falvation  is  wholly  of 

*  grace.  Therefore  it  is  of  faith,  that  it  might 

*  be  by  grace.  Rom.  iv.  16.  Grace  regards 
Vno  good  in  us,  as  the  moving  caufe,  and  is 
‘  exadly  what  is  needful  and  neceffary  for 
‘  the  children  of  Adam,  who,  by  his  one  of- 
‘fence,  were  confituted  finners ;  and,  hence, 

*  are  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath,  or  of 
e  depravity,  and  are  expofed  to  vengeance. 

*  We  are  to  conceive  of  the  work  of  Chrift, 

*  as  that  it  opened  the  way  for  grace  to  reign, 
‘  and  to  hold  an  illuftrious  diltin61ion,  and 
‘  appear  to  be  grace.  The  believer,  under 
‘  every  difpenfation  of  the  grace  of  God,  is 

*  made  to  lee  that  his  lalvation,  from  the  be- 
‘  ginning  to  the  end,  is  of  grace  through 

*  righteoufnefs.’ 

‘  There  are  fome  who  would  have  us  date 

*  the  gofpel  from  the  era  of  the  incarnation  ; 
‘  but  the  apoltle  Paul,  we  think,  better  un- 
‘  derflood  its  origin.  '1  he  friptui  e  fore  feeing , 

‘  fays  he,  that  God  would  jif  fy  the  heathen 

*  through  faith,  preached,  before  the  gofpel  un- 

*  to  Abraham,  faying.  In  thee  /hall  all  na- 

*  tions  be  bleffcd.  Gal.  iii.  8.  The  gofpel  has 

*  been  of  the  richelt  advantage  to  men  in  ail 

*  ages — the  golpel  has  ever  di reded  men  to 

*  to  Cl.rifl,  that  they  might  he  juflihed  by 

*  faith,  or  the  fidelity  of  Chrift.’  Hence,  in 
ancient  generations,  believers  have  had  a 
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grlorious  anticipation  of  the  kingdom  of  right - 
eoufnefs,  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  the  reigm 
of  orace,  in  the  pardon  of  their  fins,  and 
free  acceptance  with  God. 

Thofe  who  lived  under  the  lefs  clear  dif- 
penfations,  did  really  enjoy  this  advantage, 
fo  as  to  be  able  to  obtain  jollification  and 
life  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  But  thole 
who  live  under  the  prefent  difpenfation  ot 
the  gofpel,  enjoy  the  fame  advantage,  with 
far  clearer  light  and  evidence  of  its  truth  and 
glory,  and  of  the  great  obje&s  which  it  re¬ 
veals.  God  hath  j'aved  us,  and  called  us  with 
an  holy  calling,  not  according  to  cur  works , 
but  according  to  his  own  puipofe  and  grace, 
which  was  given  us  in  Chrijt  Jefus,  befot  c  the 
world  began  ;  But  is  now  made  manifef  by  the 
appearing  of  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
hath  abolifhed  death ,  and  hath  brought  life  and 
immortality  to  light  through  the  go f pel.  2  Ti  m . 

i.  9,  10. - ‘  It  was  the  early  belief  of  the 

‘  church,  that.  Then  fiall  we  know,  ifwe  fol- 

*  low  on  to  know  the  Lord:  his  going  forth  is 
‘  prepared  as  the  morning  ;  and  he  /hall  come 
‘  unto  us  as  the  rain  ;  as  the  latter  and  Jormcr 
‘  rain  unto  the  earth.  Hof.  vi.  3.  In  taking 
*'  the  clew,  and  in  following  on  to  know  the 
‘  Lord  Jefus,  through  the  types,  and  figures, 
‘  and  prophecies,  which,  like far  light,  gave 

*  the  objetf  really,  though  dimly,  they  found 
4  him,  finally,  in  all  the  glory  of  the  morning 

*  light.  The  Lord  then  laid  to  his  difciples, 
‘  Blefjed  are  the  eyes,  winch  fee  the  things  that 
‘ye  fee:  I  tell  you,  that,  miny  prophets  and 
f  kings  have  dejired  to  Jet  thofe  things  vohick 
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‘ye  fee ,  and  have  not  feen  them;  and  to  hear 

*  thofe  things  which  ye  hear,  and  have  not  heard 
‘  them.  Luke  x.  23,  24.  Chrift  upon  the 
“  crofs  explained,  in  a  fhort  time,  the  my  ft  cry 
‘  which  hath  been  hid,  from  ages  and  genera- 
‘  tions,  hid  in  the  types  and  figures  of  the 

*  law,  but  now  is  mad e  manifeft  to  the  faint s ; 

*  1o  whom  God  would  make  known  what  is  the 

*  riches  of  the  glory  oj  this  myftery  among  the 

*  Gentiles;  which  is  Chrift  in  you  the  hope  of 
6  glory.  Col.  i.  26,  27.  T  he  riches  of  the 

*  glory  of  this  myllery  have  been  hidden,  not 

*  totally,  but  in  comparifon  of  the  clear  light 
‘  of  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  when  the  patterns 

*  of  things  in  the  heavens  loft  their  glory,  in 

*  the  fujjering  Meffiah,  like  the  ftars  of  heav- 
‘  en  when  the  fun  rifes.  Heb.  ix.  23 — 2 6. 

*  - Salvation  through  Chrift  crucified,  is 

*  the  fhining  fentiment  of  the  law  difpen- 
‘  fation.’  i  be  fame  way  of  life,  redemption 
through  the  blood  of  Chrift,  was  openeci  and 
taught  from  the  beginning — there  never  was 
{alvation  in  any  other. 

Life  and  immortality  are  barred  upon  eve¬ 
ry  fcheme  befide  the  gofpel.  Selfrighteous- 
nels,  in  which  moft  men  truft,  may  afford  a 
temporary  comfort ;  but  the  rain,  and  wind, 
and  hail,  of  fevere  trial,  will  undermine  the 
hope  that  is  founded  upon  it,  and  will  fweep 
away,  utterly,  the  refuge  of  lies  in  which  they 
truft.  We  cannot,  therefore,  too  much  ad¬ 
mire  the  glory  of  grace,  feen  and  enjoyed  in 
the  gofpel.  The  true  fcheme  of  the  gofpel, 
makes  grace  appear  and  fliine — and  no  doc¬ 
trine,  befides  this,  will,  in  the  end,  fupport 
the  hope  of  men. 
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But  there  are  (cherries  which  frustrate  the 
gofpel  fcheme  of  grace;  the  old  fcheme  ot 
justification  by  works  does  it;  but  the  law  of 
faith,  or  the  constitution  of  faving  finners  by 
the  faith  of  Christ,  establifhes  the  law,  the 
ancient  law  of  grace  through  righteoufnefs. 
It  establifhes  that  fcheme  of  faving  finners,  by 
grace  through  faith,  which  is  viable  through¬ 
out  the  whole  divine  revelation,  and  is  dif- 
played  in  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament. — The  reader  of  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Spirit,  be¬ 
holds  wonder  oils  things  out  of  God’s  law;  the 
wonderous  things  of  redemption,  difplaying, 
in  every  typical  thing,  that  grace,  which 
brinveth  falvation,  through  the  Lamb  (lain 

o  ,  .  o 

from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  Through 
the  medium  of  the  law,  or  gofpel,  the  Jew 
and  the  Greek  behold  the  fame  grace,  and 
worfhip  together  with  the  fame  fenfe  of  de¬ 
pendence  for  falvation,  on  grace  through 
Christ. — And  if  by  grace r  then  it  is  no  more  <f 
works:  otherwife grace  is  no  more  grace .  But 
f  it  be  of  works ,  then  it  is  no  more  grace;  o - 
therwije  work  is  no  more  work. 

And  no  lefs  is  the  doCtrine  of  grace  per¬ 
verted  and  made  of  none  effett,  by  the  mo¬ 
dern  fcheme  of  fubflituting  our  faith,  or  be¬ 
lieving  in  Chrift,  for  the  faith  of  Chrift;  for, 
our  faith  in  Chrift  is  our  own  exercife,  and 
belongs  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law,  and 
comes  into  the  true  definition  of  our  own 
righteoufnefs,  as  much  as  does  the  execife 
of  repentance,  or  humility,  or  love  to  God 
&nd  cur  neighbor.  Our  believing  in  the  Lord 
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our  God  is  elfentially  neceflary  to  conflitute 
the  deeds  that  are  required  in  the  law;  faith- 
lefs  deeds  are  not  deeds  of  the  law. — The  a- 
poftle,  we  may  be  allured,  when  he  often 
mentioned  the  deeds  of  the  law  as  being  in- 
lulhcient  to  julhfy  men,  did  not  mean  deeds 
which  are  deilituteof  faith  and  love;  the  law 
knows  no  luch  deeds,  for  it  is  holy,  and  the 
deeds  required  therein  can  be  nothing  fhort 
of  holy,  believing  exercifes. — Believing  in 
Chrift  is  a  moral  exercife,  and  belongs  to  the 
ly Item  of  moral  duty.  If  then,  we  be  jollified 
by  our  act  of  believing  in  Chrilf,  we  have 
■whereof  to  glory ;  for,  without  difpute,  that 
which  can  avail  to  our  juffification,  may  be 
conltdered  in  no  Imall  degree  meritorious; 
and,  to  follow  the  reafoning  of  the  apolile, 
in  this  cafe,  nghteoufnefs  comes  by  the  iazo , 
and  Cknjt  is  dead  in  vain. 

To  this  it  is  ufually  anfwered,that  although 
we  be  jufhfied  by  our  own  faith,  yet  we  may 
not  boaft,  becaufe  we  are  dependent  on  di¬ 
vine  influences  for  fuch  a  good  exercife. — 
But  this  reply  by  no  means  obviates  the  dif¬ 
ficulty.  Creatures,  doubtlefs,  are  dependent 
on  God  for  their  right  and  holy  exercifes  ; 
f'ome  have  thought  they  are  dependent  for 
all  their  exercifes.  Certainly  the  apoftle  Paul 
did  not  confider  thofe  deeds,  which  he  called 
deeds  of  the  law,  as  exiftin^  indeoendent  of 
rhvme  influences;  he  believed  that  God  was 
i  ver  the  firlt  and  efficient  caufe  of  thole  holy 
exercifes  which  comport  with  this  holy  and 
perfect  rule;  Oil!,  he  concluded,  that  if  we 
be  juUiiied  by  them,  boaUing  is  not  excluded. 
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However  dependent  a  creature  is  for  his  ex- 
ercifes  or  a&ions,  it  is  underftood  that,  being 
a  moral  agent,  his  exercifes  or  deeds  are  his 
own;  and  if  they  be  of  an  evil  nature,  and 
ill-deferving,  the  blame  and  punifhment  is 
due  to  the  agent  or  doer;  or  if  they  be  wor¬ 
thy  and  meritorious,  the  praife  and  reward 
belongs  alfo  to  the  agent  or  aftor. 

Therefore,  in  illull rating  the  truth,  that  juf- 
tification  is  of  grace,  and  that  no  flelh  (had 
glory  before  God,  the  apoflle  does  not  take 
this  ground;  he  does  not  mention  the  cir- 
cumltance  of  our  dependence,  but  goes  di- 
reftly  to  another  ground,  and  places  our  juf- 
tification  upon  another  law,  dilferent  in  its 
nature  from  that  of  works,  from  which  the 
natural  obligations  and  proper  exercifes,  and 
all  the  righteoufnefs  of  creatures,  are  deriv¬ 
ed,  viz.  the  law  of  faith,  or  the  covenant  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  God,  Rom.  iii.  2 6,  27.  To  de¬ 
clare,  J  fay,  at  this  time  his  righteoufnefs :  that 
he  might  be  juft,  and  the  jujlifier  of  him  which 
believetk  in  Jefus.  Where  is  boafing  then  ?  It 
is  excluded.  By  what  law?  Of  works?  Hay? 
but  by  the  law  of  faith. 


It  is  laid  alfo,  that  our  faith  is  conudered 
only  as  being;  the  inflrument  that  unites  us  to 
Chrili,  and  therefore  we  have  nothing  to  a- 
feribe  to  ourfelves;  for,  although  we  be  jul- 
tified  bv  our  faith,  or  through  our  faith,  yet 
we  are  not  juftified  on  account  of  it,  hut  alone 
for  the  lake  of  Chritt, — This,  however,  does 
not  in  the  leall  obviate  the  difficulty  ;  for, 

1.  Something  may  well  be  thought  due  to 
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the  inurument  that  can  avail  to  our  juilifica- 
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tion  before  God.  It  is  allowed  that  the  triad 
who  fhould  have  fuftained  the  righteoufnefs 
of  the  law,  and  was  therefore  justified,  would 
have  had  whereof  to  glory;  and  yet  the  law 
could  be  confidered  no  more  than  the  instru¬ 
ment  by  which  he  was  fo  profited;  for  I  ad¬ 
here  to  the  do&rine,  that  there  never  was 
any  other  foundation  for  acceptance  with 
God,  and  justification,  but  Christ.  Tire  fpirit 
of  truth  never  propofed  any  other  way  but 
Christ ;  the  whole  power  and  glory  of  the  law, 
as  it  refpehied  life  and  the  favor  of  God,  con- 
listed  in  its  being  an  instrument,  by  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  which,  the  holy  observer  became 
connected  with  Christ;  and  fo,  in  relation  to 
him  as  his  obedient fervant  and  fubjeht, enjoyed 
favor  and  acceptance  with  God.  If  then,  justi¬ 
fication,  in  the  humble  capacity  of  a  fervant, 
obtained  bv  the  instrumentality  of  the  law, 
admitted  of  his  boasting  in  the  righteoufnefs 
thereof,  who  fhould  fo  profit  by  it ;  why  may 
not  fomething  be  afcribed  to  faith,  by  the 
righteoufnefs  of  which  instrumentallv,  we  are 
justified  in  a  far  higher  fenfe?  Why  may  not 
the  man  giorv,  who,  by  his  own  faith  instru- 
mentally,  is  fuppofed  to  be  justified,  even  from 
all  things,  from  which  the  most  perfectly  obe¬ 
dient,  and  holiest  fubje£t  could  not  be  jufjied 
by  the  law  of  Mo fes? 

2.  The  views  in  which  justifying  faith  is 
confidered  in  the  feriptures,  are  of  a  nature 
to  imprefs  the  mind  with  the  strongest  ideas 
of  its  beingdivinely  meritorious.  Faith,  in  the 
divine  record,  is  counted  f  or  right eo<jnej.\ ; — 1 
what  more  could  be  find  of  the  meritorious 
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ground  of  our  justification?  Again,  Building 
up  yourfelves  on  your  mo  ft,  holy  faith. — What 
more  can  be  faid  of  the  foundation  that  God 
has  laid  in  Zion,  than  that  it  is  mofl  holy,  and 
that  we  may  fafely  build  upon  it?  And  again. 
The jufl (hall  live  by  faith. — ’What  more  can 
be  faid  ofthefourceoflife? — What  more  can 
be  faid  of  the  bread  that  came  down  from  hea¬ 
ven,  than  that  we  (hall  live  by  it? — To  fay 
that  a  man,  a  firmer,  (hall  be  justified  by  faith, 
is  feemingly  afcribing  to  faith  the  greatest 
poffible  merit;  nothing  higher  in  terms  can 
be  expreffed ;  for,  in  this  work  of  jullifying 
finful  men  before  God,  there  is  rieeefiariiv 
contemplated  the  greateft  poftible  difplay  of 
divine  virtue. 

3.  It  is  grofsiy  abfurd  to  confider  our  faith, 
i.  e .  our  exercife  of  faith,  in  the  view  of  its 
being  an  inftrument  in  the  matter  of  our  juf- 
tification,  or  fpiritual  life;  for  our  own  faith 
is  Amply  the  aft  of  receiving  or  eating  the  di¬ 
vine  food;  and  nothing  could  be  more  ab- 
lurd  than  to  conceive,  and  more  improper 
than  to  fpeak  of  our  aft  of  receiving  and  eat¬ 
ing  food,  as  being  an  inftrument  by  which 
we  lived.  I  o  mean  our  own  faith,  when  we 
fay  that  we  live  by  faith,  is  to  confound  ideas 
and  pervert  terms, — Should  annan  be  afked* 
what  he  lived  by,  or,  by  what  means  he  was 
fupported;  would  it  not  feem  like  making  a 
jeft  of  the  queftion,  if  he  fhould  anfwer,  that 
he  lived  by  the  aft  of  eating;  or  that  he  was 
fupported  by  the  means  of  eating  and  drink- 
ing?-^— Would  fuch  an  anfwer  become  one, 
efpecially  one  who  lives  upon  grace? — But 
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there  would  be  as  much  fenfe  and  propriety 
in  this  anfwer,  as  there  is  in  the  conftruftion 
which  lo  commonly  has  been  forced  upon 
the  divine  declarations,  that  we  live  by  faith, 
and  are  juftified  through  faith;  for,  if  our 
faith  be  meant,  which  is  only  our  a£i  of  re¬ 
ceiving  or  feeding  upon  the  bread  of  God, 
then,  when  we  are  afked  the  great  queftion, 
what  are  we  jollified  by?  or  by  what  means 
we  live  to  God?  inllead  of  the  acknow¬ 
ledgement  of  the  truth  of  God  in  ChrilL 

O  _  9 

to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace,  we 
may  anfwer,  that,  we  live  by  ourfelves,by  our 
own  believing  exercifes;  and  that  our  fpirit- 
ual  fulienance  is  derived  by  our  own  means, 
in  the  way  of  fpiritually  eating  and  drinking. 

4.  When,  therefore,  faith  is  confidered 
properly,  as  that  by  which  we  are  juftifiedh 
and  live  to  God,  it  is  faith  the  Jubjtance  of 
things  hoped  for;  there  is  virtue  in  tins; 
through  this  we  may  be  juftified;  this  can 
fupport  life;  this  is  meat  indeed,  and  drink 
indeed !  and  this  is  given  to  us  in  C  hnft.  Or, 
if  faith  be  regarded  as  being  an  inftrutnent. 
See.  it  mult  be  underiiooa,  not  of  our  exer- 
cife,  but  in  the  view  of  its  being  the  evidence 
of  ih-nf  s  not  feen.  T  his  evidence,  once  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  taints,  as  the  jub/tance  of  things 
is  invefted  in  it.  is  properly  ftyied  faith  ;  and 
this,  with  propriety,  may  be  confidered  as  an 
irdfrumeiH,  the  great  inftrument  in  the  work- 
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of  our  falvation.  'i  his  is  precious  faita.- 
th is  view  faith  is  to  be  held  in  the  higheft  con- 
fjderat ion :  it  comprifes  all  the  glory  of  God’s 
righteoufnefs :  t  here  is  infinite  virtue  and  me¬ 
rit  in  the  word  oj  J aith,  Korn.  x.  6,  y,  6.  hut 
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the  riglitcoufnefs  which  is  off  lith  fpeakcth  on 
this  wife,  Say  not  in  thine  heart.  Who  Jhall  a- 
feend  into  heaven ?  that  is  to  bring  Chnfl  down 
from  above.  Or,  who Jhall  defend  into  the  deep? 
that,  is  to  bring  up  Chrifl  again  from  the  dead. 
But  what  faith  it?  The  zuord  is  nigh  thee,  c- 
ven  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart:  that  is  the 
word  of  faith  which  we  preach. 

Therefore,  By  grace  are  zve  faved,  through 
faith;  and  that  not  our  own  faith,  but  the 
word  of  faith,  which  is  the  gift  of  God .  Many, 
in  advancing  their  own  righteoulnefs,  to  the 
rejebtion  of  the  righteoulnefs  of  God,  will 
proceed  in  an  indirebt  and  plaufible  way ; 
they  will  go  about  to  eltablilh  t  heir  own  righ- 
teoufnefs.  And,  it  it  is  apparent,  that,  thole 
who  fuhllitute  their  own  faith  in  the  place  of 
the  jultifying  faith  of  Chrifl,  do  as  effectual¬ 
ly  frultrate  the  graceofGod,  asdothofewho 
choofe  to  proceed  in  the  more  direbt  and 
open  way  of 
that  place. 

This  fpecious  fcheme  is  by  far  the  mold 
dangerous;  for  whillt  the  effebt  is  the  fame 
as  that  which  avows  the  works  of  the  law, 
the  delusion  of  it  is  much  harder  to  be  de- 
tebted;  it  equally  eltablilhes  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  the  creature,  whillt,  at  the  fame  time, 
it  admits  ol  words  being  ufed  which  found 
evangelical. — Faith  is  preached,  faith  is  re¬ 
commended;  but  the  fenfe  of  the  term  being 
fixed,  and  our  own  righteoufnefs  being  meant 
by  it,  it  is  coming  as  far  Ihort  of  the  eternal 
foundation,  and  as  really  fubltituting  the  land 
■of  our  own  righteoufnefs,  to  preach  and  re- 
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commend  faith  in  the  view  of  juflification,  as 
it  would  be  to  preach  and  recommend,  in 
that  view  our  humility,  or  our  love  to  God 
and  our  neighbors,  or  any  thing  whatfoever, 
which  may  be  confidered  as  forming,  in  part 
or  in  whole,  thefubjett  of  moral  duty. 

When  the  queflion  is  afked,  refpefting  a 
trial  in  a  court  of  law,  by  what  is  a  man  con¬ 
demned  or  juflified?  the  enquiry  is  natural¬ 
ly  underltood  to  be,  by  what  law  and  evidence 
is  he  condemned  or  juflified? — This  is  the 
great  queflion  before  us,  by  what  law  and  e- 
vidence  (hall  a  man  be  juflified  in  the  fight 
of  God?  13y  the  law  of  works  we  cannot  be 
juflified,  for  the  tranfgreffion  is  proved,  and 
by  this  law  we  mull  die;  and  if  no  other  law 
can  be  found,  our  cafe  mull  be  given  up  as 
hopelefs.  Therefore,  the  apoftle  to  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  in  treating  of  this  fubjeft,  brings  into 
view  two  diflinhl  laws,  with  evidence  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  each,  viz,  the  law  of  works,  by  which 
death  reigns  through  Adam’s  tranfgreffion, 
and  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  are  proved  to  be 
under  fin;  and  the  law  of  faith,  by  which 
grace  reigns  through  Chrifl's  righteoufnefs, 
ike  righteoufnefs  of  faith,  and  all  who  are  un¬ 
der  it,  are  proved  to  be  under  grace. — Thefe 
laws  he  compares  ;  and  having,  for  a  trial  of 
their  flrength,  put  their  refpeftive  govern¬ 
ments  at  iff ue,  he  finds  them  very  unequally 
matched;  and  that  the  law  of  life  in  Chrift 
jefus,  has  made  its  fubjefts  free  from  the  law 
of  Jin  and  death;  and  is  able  to  protedl  them 
fafely  from  all  its  tremendous  claims  and 
charges. 

W, 
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The  fcriptures  fpeak  of  faith  as  being  a 
fubftantial  law,  with  which  the  righteoufnefs 
of  Chrift,  in  laying  down  his  life,  entirely 
comports  as  the  evidence,  to  give  it  exercife; 
Yyy  the  strength  of  which  law  and  evidence^ 
grace  takes  the  throne,  and  prevails  against 
fin  and  death,  and  finally  triumphs  and  reigns 
unto  eternal  life. — Who  fhall  lay  any  thing  to 
the  charge  of  God's  eledl ?  It  is  God  that  jufli- 
fieth— Faith,  the  fubstance  of  things  hoped 
for,  as  has  been  (hewn,  is  infeparable  from 
the  divine  existence.  Here,  then,  is  our  law; 
it  is  God  himfelf. — Who  is  he  that  condemn- 
eth?  It  is  Chrijl  that  died, yea,  rather  that  has 
rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of 
God,  who  alfo  maket.h  inter  cejfon  for  us. — 
Here,  alfo,  is  our  evidence;  the  evidence  of 
things  not  feen — the  evidence  that  fully  com¬ 
ports  with  the  law  of  faith — it  is  a  crucified 
and  a  rifen  Saviour. 

How  long,  alas !  will  men  deceive  them- 
felves  with  their  own  righteoulnefs  ?  O  the 
blindnefs  and  fiupidity  of  their  prelering  for 
juftification  their  own  faith,  in  the  place  of 
the  covenant  righteoufnefs  of  the  Father  and 
Son,  the  everlalting  law  and  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  God  and  Chrift !  Woe  unto  them  that 
put  darknefs  for  light,  and  light  for  darknefs. 
H  ow  is  it  poffible  that  men  fhould  conceive 
of  their  own  faith  as  being  a  law,  or  evidence, 
or  any  thing  of  a  nature  by  which  they  could 
be  juftified!  When  people,  who  have  Bibles, 
can  make  fuch  a  miftake,  we  may  ceafe  to 
wonder  at  the  heathen  who  miftake  a  block, 
carved  out  by  their  own  hands,  for  God  their 
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cieator.  And,  no  wonder,  if  men,  who  take 
this  ground  of  jollification,  prove,  abund¬ 
antly,  by  their  love  of  the  world,  and  con- 
verfabon  in  the  things  of  time  and  fenle 
that  the  law  of  their  own  faith,  is  weak 
through  the  evidence  of  their  own  faith; 
e  nd  tuat  they  are  Hill  holden  and  command¬ 
ed,  by  the  ilronger  principle  of  the  law  of 
ana  cicala. 

But  through  tlie  eternal  law  and  ri'rhte- 

oiijncfs  of  fa  1  tli,  grace  reigneth— this  is*  the 

ftrength  of  the  throne  of  heaven;  and  by 
tms,  grace  has  reigned  from  everlaflmg,  and 
will  reign  to  everlalling;  and  the  believer  in 
xhegofpel,  which  is,  not  the  faith  of  the  crea¬ 
ture,  but  the  revelation  of  Jefus  Ch riff’s  kino-, 
rlcrn,  founded  in  the  faith  and  righteoufnels 
of  God — the  true  believer,  I  fay,  may  re¬ 
joice,  and  he  will  rejoice ;  and,  by  his  love 
of  the  Father,  and  conversation  in  heaven,  he 
will  prove  that  grace  reigns  through  righte- 
oufnefs — that  by  faith  he  obtains  the  victory, 
and  that  the  body  is  dead,  becaufe  of  [in  ;  but 
i he  J hint  is  life,  becaufe  of  nghteoufnefs. — 
For  if  by  one  mans  offence,  death  reigned  by 
one  1  much  more  they  which  receive  abundance 
of  grace,  and  of  the  gif  t  of  righteoufnefs,  f hall 
1  eign  in  life  by  one,  Jefus  Chrjt. — Moreover , 
the  law  entered,  that  ike.  offence  might  abound: 
but.  where  fin  abounded,  grace  dia  much  more 
abound:  'J  hat  as  fin  hath  reigned  unto  death, 
even  fo  might  grace  reign  through  righteous - 
nefs  unto  eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Chnjt  our 
Lord.  Rom  v.  17,  20,  21. 

1 1] rough  the  breach  of  the  covenant  in 
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Adam,  men  were  left  naked  to  the  law ;  and, 
as  in  this  (late,  they  were  free  from  righte- 
oufnels,  and  filled  with  all  unrighteoufnefs; 
the  law,  though  holy,  juft  and  good,  could 
be  none  other  to  them,  fo  difconne&ed  front 
Chrift,  than  a  law  of  fin  and  death:  As, 
however,  Chrift  was  made  under  the  law,  it 
became  an  inftrument  whereby  his  obedient 
people  were  united  to  him  ;  and  lo,  even  in 
that  ftate  of  the  fervant,  were  able  to  Hand 
in  judgment  againlt  fin  and  death.  It  might 
even  be  faid  of  fome  of  God’s  fervants,  under 
the  law,  that  they  were  conquerors.  Moles 
was  an  hundred  and  twenty  years  old  when 
he  died,  in  the  embraces  of  his  God,  in  the 
top  of  Pifgah  ;  his  eye  was  not  dim,  nor  his 
natural  force  abated: — And  Elijah  mounted 
to  heaven  on  a  chariot  of  fire,  and  out  flew 
all  the  arrows  of  death. 

But,  O  !  how  may  they  exult  in  the  flrength 
of  God,  who  are  under  grace,  and  are  con¬ 
nected  with  Chrift  Jefus  in  the  gofpel  of  the 
kingdom  ?  They  are  juftified  from  all  things! 
By'  the  law  of  grace,  they  are  brought  to 
God  ;  and  through  the  finijhed  evidence  of 
the  everlafting  righteouinefs,  in  the  crucifi¬ 
ed,  rifen  and  afeended  Redeemer,  they  ate 
prefented  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Majelly 
on  high  ;  and  dicing  thus  juftified  by  faith, 
we  may  boldly  lay,  God  is  our  helper  ;  and 
that  we  are  more  than  conquerors. 


%  * 


u  As  I  rode  on  the  sky, 
Justified  from  on  high, 

.  Could  1  envy  Klijah  his  stmt? 
My  soul  mounted  higher 
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Than  his  chariot  of  fire, 

While  the  moon  rolled  under  his  feet® 

O  !  the  rapturous  height 
Of  the  holy  delight, 

W  hich  I  found  in  the  life-giving  blood  ! 

Of  my  Saviour  possess’d 
I  was  perfectly  blest, 

As  if  fill’d  with  the  fullness  of  God.” 

In  the  fpirit,  we  have  already  obtained  the 
viftory  over  fin;  and  have  now  come  unto 
Mount  Zion ,  and  unto  the  city  of  the  living 
God,  the  heavenly  Jferufalem ;  and  we  are 
waiting  for  the  adoption,  to  wit,  the  redempti. 
on  of  our  body.  For  this  corruptible  muji  put 
on  incorruption ,  and  this  mortal  muji  put  on 
immortality.  So  when  this  corruptible  fliall 
have  put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortaljhall 
have  put  on  immortality,  then  Jhall  be  brought 
to  pafs  the  faying  that  is  written,  death  is J wal¬ 
lowed  up  in  victory  ?  0  death,  where  is  thy 
fling?  0  grave,  where  is  thy  victory ?  The 
fling  of  death  is  Jin  ;  and  the  firength  of  Jin 
is  the  law ,  But  thanks  be  to  God,  which  giv~ 
eth  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Tefus 
Chrijl.  •  - 


t 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Or  the  Righteousness  of  Faith 

revealed. 


4  y  .  .  >  v 

Seftion  1.  Fallen  Man  vijited. 

DARK  was  that  hour,  in  which  the  world 
lay  wholly  fhadowed  by  the  power  of 
the  ferpent;  but  the  new  day  dawned;  fpeed- 
ily,  in  the  wind  of  the  day ,  the  voice  ot  one 
feeking  the  loft,  was  heard  in  the  garden  that 
God  had  planted.  Man  is  found,  nakedf 
without  covenant  rightcoufnefs,  without  truth 
and  fidelity  ;  and  therefore,  without  confi¬ 
dence,  feeking  to  hide  himlelf  from  the pre- 
.fence  of  the  Lord  God  amongst  the  trees  of  the 
garden ;  undone!  undone!  but  a  Saviour 

draws  near.  , 

The  errand  of  Chrift  to  our  world  now 
Was,  to  reveal  himfelf  as  the  ele£t  head;  and 
to  make  an  eftablilhment  here,  upon  the 
foundation  of  his  own  truth  and  righteous- 
ilefs,  in  his  engagement  in  covenant  with  the 
Father.  By  the  name  of  the  feed  of  the  i oo- 
tiian,  he  reveals  himfelf  as  coming  forward 
in  the  flefh,  the  mighty  antagonift  of  the  fer- 
fcent;  and  by  pronouncing  a  curfe  upon  the 
ground ;  which,  in  eftedt,  would  diforder, 
ficken,  and  finally  diffolve  the  conftitution 
of  nature;  he  intimates  the  manner  ot  the 
folemn  warfare;  but  efpeciallv,  by  palling; 
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fentence  of  diffolution  upon  the  human  bo 
dy,  in  this  connection,  he  reveals  the  great 
and  eternal  purpofe  of  God  refpeCting  him- 
lei F;  for  having  offered  himfelf  to  view  as 
man,  or  as  the  feed  of  the  woman ,  and  then 
faying  to  man,  dujl  thou  art ,  and  unto  dujl 
Jhait  thou  return ;  this  was  pronouncing  the 
fentence  upon  himfelf;  and,  therefore,  it  was 
a  declaration  of  the  will  of  God,  and  of  his 
own  free  confent  to  lay  down  his  life. 

Thus  the  foundation  of  the  everlafting  co¬ 
venant  was  laid  open  to  view,  for  an  eleft 
eftablifhment  in  our  world;  and  which  is 
feen  immediately  to  take  effeCt.  Adam  now 
ceafes  to  view  himfelf  as  conflituted  in  the 
beginning,  the  father  of  the  world,  or  the  head 
of  the  human  family;  and  turns  his  attenti¬ 
on  wholly  to  that  which  fhould  be  of  the  wo¬ 
man;  and  he  called  his  wife's  name  Eve,  be - 
caufe  Jhe  was  the  mother  of  all  living.  Alfo, 
Onto  Adam,  and  to  his  wife,  did  the  Lord 
God  make  coats  of /kins,  and  cloathed  them; 
for,  from  henceforth,  their  fupport  would 
not  be  from  a  natural  fource,  but  by  means 
of  death  ;  and  they  mult  now  look  for  cloath- 
ing,  for  protection,  life  and  glory,  from  the 
Jlain  ;  from  the  fupernatural,  and  myjlerious 
fource  of  the  fheddmg  of  blood. 

O  the  wifdom  of  God!  How  far  out  of 
fight  mult  this  have  been,  even  from  the 
ferpent’s  piercing  eye,  that  the  Creator  would 
fo  promptly  have  configned  over  that  won¬ 
derful  creature  man,  the  faireff:  woman,  yea, 
and  that  tender  body  prepared  for  himfelf, 
to  the  dull  of  death?  And  the  heavens  and 


Cherubim,  8cc.  331 

the  earth,  this  finifhed  work  of  his  hands, 
with  the  beauty  and  glory  of  the  whole  lys- 
tem  of  nature,  all  to  the  fiery  flamer  1  mis 
difarming  his  enemy  of  his  otherwife  almighty 
power — feizing  and  binding  him  with  his  own 
acquired  forces— and  turning  upon  him  the 
terrors  of  his  own  dominion,  even  the  keys  of 
hell  and  of  death— yea,  kindled  into  a  quench- 
lefs  flame,  turning  that  very  power  upon 
him  by  which  he  thought  to  have  reigned 
for  ever,  as  a  chain  oj  eternal  vengeance . 


Se&ion  2.  Cherubim  and  flaming  S  wot  d. 

An  eftablifhment  being  made  in  our  world, 
by  the  blood  of  the  everlaJHng  covenant,  means 
mull  be  provided  and  ufed  to  proteft  it,  and 
carry  on  the  work  of  redemption ;  and  fo, 
to  raife  up  the  building  of  grace,  upon  this 
new  foundation. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  nature  of  the  pur- 
pofe  of  God  in  view,  that  man,  now,  mud 
not  eat  of  the  natural  tree  of  life — this  would 
militate  dire&ly  againft  the  work  of  grace— 
it  is  apparent  that  fhould  he  continue  to  eat 
of  that  tree,  and  his  body  thus  be  rendered 
indiffoluble,  his  falvation  would  be  impoffi- 
ble. 

-  '  Wherefore,  the  Lord  God  faid,  Behold, 
the  man  is  become  as  God,  to  know  good  and 
evil,  i.  e.  having  eaten  of  the  tree  of  know¬ 
ledge  of  good  and  evil,  he  has  thrown  off  his 
eovenantTubjettion  to  the  word  of  God;  and, 
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as  God  himfelf,  has  fet  up  for  independence. 
Man,  therefore,  may  not  be  trailed  upon  the 
ground  of  his  regard  to  the  authority  of 
God’s  word  or  commandment,  merely,  not 
to  eat  of  the  tree  of  life;  but,  for  fafety,  he- 
mull  be  put  under  guard.  Here  commences, 
the  whole  wonderful  fcene  of  redemption-? 
difcipline. 

Jefus  Chrift,  knowing  the  will  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  laid  down  his  life  of  himfelf ;  but  mere 
man  could  never  do  this — his  life  muff  be 
taken  from  him  ;  though,  finally,  under  the 
irrefiftible  fword  of  the  fpirit,  being  reduced, 
as  it  were,  to  the  lad  gafp,  by  the  power  of 
fovereign  grace,  he  is  brought  to  a  cheerful 
fubmiffion  to  the  divine  will.  So  he  drove 
out  the  man  :  and  he  placed  at  the  eafl  of  the 
garden  of  Eden,  cherubims,  and  a  flaming 
fword  which  turned  every  way,  to  keep  the  way 
cf  the  tree  of  life.  In  this  folemn,  determin¬ 
ed,  and  fure  manner,  by  the  power  of  the 
eled  eftablilhment,  we  fee  the  all-wile,  and 
infinitely  gracious  fentence  of  natural  diflo<? 
lution,  carrying  into  execution. 

All  this  being  on  the  common  ground,  and 
belonging  to  the  highell  interell  of  the  eled 
world,  the  mighty  angels,  cherubim,  are  here 
brought  forward  and  employed  as  the  grand 
guards  ;  and  they  appear  arrayed  upon  the 
Hand,  in  this  minillry  to  the  heirs  offalvation. 

But  behold  that  flaming  fword,  united  to 
the  cherubim,  as  their  glory  and  llrength ! — 
This  evidently  was  not  their  agent,  but  their 
principle,  or  the  llrength  of  their  ellablilh- 
ment.  It  was  indeed  united  to,  them,  and  it 
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flood  with  them,  but  they  did  not  wield  it 
itfelf  turned  every  way.  Here,  doubtlefs,  we 
may  contemplate  the  dreadful  form,  in  which 
Chrifl  united  himfelf  to  the  angelic  world; 
and  in  which  he  girded  them,  and  commiffi- 
oned  them  as  his  miniflering  fpirits;  and 
made  them,  for  his  Ifrael,  chariots  of  fire  and 
liorfes  of  fire. 


Seft ion  3.  Sacrifice. 

The  new  eftablifhment  in  view,  it  will  be 
perceived,  is  founded  in  its  nature  in  the  in- 
ifitution  of  facrifice;  by  facrifice  I  mean  the 
fhedding  of  blood.  Yet  Cain,  faithlefs  Cain, 
in  the  view  of  acceptance  with  God,  chofe 
itill  to  aft  upon  the  natural  principle.  And 
he  brought  of  the  fruit  of  the  ground  an  offer¬ 
ing  unto  the  Lord.  But  Abel,  his  brother, 
brought  an  offering  of  the f  filings  of  his flock, 
and  of  the  fat  thereof. 

And  the  Lord  had  refpcEl  unto  Abel,  and  to 
his  offering:  But  unto  Cain  and  to  his  offer¬ 
ing  he  had  not  refpeffi.  And  Cain  was  very 
wroth,  and  entered  into  a  controverfy  with 
his  Brother  Abel,  upon  the  ground  of  this  dis¬ 
tinction  ;  and,  therefore,  he  entered  into  a 
controverfy  with  the  Lord  himfelf. 

Yet,  being  full  of  compaffion,  the  Lord 
condefcended  to  come  to  an  explanation  with 
Cain,  and  reafoning  with  him  in  the  moll  con¬ 
vincing  manner,  he  held  out  to  hun  the  inefli- 
xnable  provifion  of  his  infinite  grace,  faying. 


334 


Divine  Theory, 

Why  art  thou  -wroth ?  and  Why  is  thy  counte¬ 
nance  fallen?  If  thou  doji  well, /halt  thou  not 
he  accepted?  and  if  thou  dofl  not  well,  a  fin-of¬ 
fering  heth  at  the  door:  and  unto  thee Jhall  be 
his  defire,  and  thou  /halt  be  his  head. 

But  Cain  flill  turned  the  deaf  ear  to  the 
revelation  of  falvation  by  grace;  and,  final¬ 
ly,  took  the  woful  refolution  to  Hand  it  out, 
and  decide  the  controverfy  by  ftrength  of 
arms ;  and  going  out,  treading  under  foot  that 
facrifice  which  couched  down  before  his  door, 
even  the  blood  of  the  everlafting  covenant, 
he  gallantly  invited  Abel  his  brother  into  the 
field  ;  and  there  Cain  rofe  up  againfl:  Abel  his 
brother,  and  flew  him.  Woe  unto  them  who 
go  in  the  way  of  Cain! 


Seftion  4.  The  Blood  of  Abel. 

Cain,  having  taken  the  refolution  to  con¬ 
tend  with  his  brother  by  force  of  arms,  pro¬ 
claims  the  war. — According  to  the  Septua- 
gint  Bible,  he  gave  Abel  an  exprefs  challenge ; 
the  words  are  thefe,  And  Cain  faid  to  Abel  his 
brother,  Let  us  go  into  the  field.*  But 
Abel  did  not  accept  the  challenge.  The  word, 
it  came  to  pafs,' fuppofes  that  fome  time  had 
elapfed  after  Cain  had  difcovered  his  inten¬ 
tion,  and  the  other  word,  he  rofe  up,  feems 
to  figntfy  that,  finally,  Cain  lay  in  wait  for 
Abel. 

*  To  the  field  for  feet;  not  tov  otygWf  the  field  for  til* 

lags.  ■  •'  N 
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The  firft  murderer  was  the  firft  challenger ; 
the  fcene  of  murder  opened  in  our  world  in 
the  fafhionable  ftyle  of  the  duellid,  and  Cain 
has  the  honor  of  being  the  father  of  thefe 
gentlemen  of  honor.  And,  perhaps,  if  offen- 
five  war  was  ever  excufable,  and  a  caufe  ex- 
ifted  which  could  warrant  a  challenge,  Cain 
might  be  excufed;  for  Abel  was  his  rival 
in  the  moft  tender  point  of  his  honor  and 
feeling;  and  he  appeared  to  be  rifing  up  to 
eclipfe  him  in  his  handing  of  fuperiority, 
and  to  interfere  in  an  intereft  where  all  his 
feelings  were  alive,  and,  to  which,  upon  na¬ 
tural  principles,  Cain,  as  being  the  elder  bro¬ 
ther,  had  the  mod  indifputable  claim. 

It  appears  clearly,  from  this  cafe,  that  the 
difpute  between  the  feed  of  the  woman  and 
the  feed  of  the  ferpent  relates  to  a  matter  of 
hate,  and  that  the  long  and  bloody  druggie 
is  at  iffue  in  this  quedion,  Who  diall  hold  the 
government?  Who  fhall  have  the  rule? 

Cain  conceived  that  this  was  a  caufe  in 
which  his  honor,  and,  therefore,  his  all  was 
at  dake ;  and  the  Lord,  in  his  addrefs  to  him, 
confiders  the  fubjeft  in  this  view,  and  offers 
him,  if  he  would  renounce  his  natural  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  take  the  fide  of  the  kingdom  of 
grace,  which  prefented  the  only  ground  up¬ 
on  which  it  was  podible  either  for  him  or  his 
brother  to  enjoy  the  divine  favor,  or  to  have 
any  well-being  or  valuable  interefl  whatever; 
that,  as  the  elder  brother,  he  fhould  have  the 
riority,  and  that  Abel,  as  the  younger,  Ihould 
e  fubjeft  unto  him. 

This  propofal  was  infinitely  reafonabie. 
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and  was  the  Only  one  that  could  be  tiiade 
confidently  with  the  holy  and  benevolent 
purpofe  of  redemption.  Cain,  however,  could 
not  accept  it,  for  he  was  a  natural  man,  and 
loved  the  world  as  it  then  was ;  and  he  did 
not  receive  the  humbling  truth  of  a  regener¬ 
ation,  and  was  unreconciled  to  the  whole  fyf- 
tern  of  grace. 

But,  though  Abel  knew  what  was  purpof- 
ed  againft  him,  and  that  it  was  war,  yet  he 
did  not  arm,  but  prepared  only  his  mind  for 
the  approaching  event, — On  the  one  hand* 
the  operation  of  the  war  was  projected  by 
the  force  of  carnal  weapons,  weapons  to fied 
blood ;  but  on  the  other,  the  defence  was  con¬ 
templated,  merely,  by  the  virtue  of  the  blood 
Jhed.  And  thus,  Abel  fell  a  martyr. 

And  the  Lord  f, aid  unto  Cain,  Where  is  Abel 
thy  brother?  And  he  faid,  I  know  not:  not  the 
keeper  of  my  brother  am  I. — Here  Cain  is  feen 
attempting  to  Hand  his  ground,  and  boldly 
challenging  the  Lord  himfelf,  that  as  he  had 
fet  up  Abel  upon  another  foundation,  and  he 
was  not  under  his  government,  he  was  no 
longer  under  his  care  and  prote&ion;  and 
where  he  was  now,  concerned  him  not,  fo 
that  he  was  out  of  his  way. — And  the  Lord 
faid  unto  Cain,,  What  haft  thou  done?  the  voice 
of  thy  brothers  blood  crieth  unto  me  from  the 
ground.  And  now  art  thou  curfed  from  the 
earth,  which  hath  opened  her  mouth  to  receive 
thy  brother  s  blood  from  thy  hand.  When  thou 
tillefl  the  ground,  it  flail  not  henceforth  yield 
to  thee  her  frength:  groaning  and  trembling 
Jhait  thou  be  upon  the  earth , 
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The  blood  of  Abel  being  {hed  upon  the 

eleft  principle,  and  fo  revealing,  in  a  finking 
figure,  the  truth  of  Chrift’s  righteoufnefs, 
brought  into  effefl  by  means  of  his  death,  it 
greatly  (Lengthened  the  ele£l  eflablifhment; 
and  going  down  into  the  fprings  of  nature 
with  this  diffolving  virtue,  it  greatly  weaken¬ 
ed  thofe  powers;  and,  therefore,  for  time  to 
come,  the  ground  would  fail  of  yielding  un¬ 
to  Cain  her  full  ftrength. 

Surprifed,  defeated,  covered  with  confu- 
fion,  and  filled  with  wrathful  defpair  !  Cain 
faid  unto  the  Lord  God,  Greater  than  my  de¬ 
fer  t!  where  can  I  fuftainmyfelf?  Behold,  thou 
haft  driven  me  out  this  day  from  the  face  of  the 
earth,  and  from  thy  face  fiall  I  be  hid,  and 
groaning  and  trembling  I  /hall  be  upon  the 
earth:  and  it  Jhall  come  to pafs  that  every  one 
■finding  me  Jhall  kill  me.—  But  the  Lord  had 
faid,  Cain  (hall  be  upon  the  earth;  he  and 
his  feed  muft  yet,  for  a  long  time,  be  contin¬ 
ued  in  the  world  ;  for  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion  muft  flill  be  carried  on,  and  at  length  be 
perfefted  by  means  of  the  fhedding  of  blood, 
and  inflruments  to  effect  this  muft  be  at  hand. 

Therefore,  the  Lord  anfwered  Cain — Not 
fo.  Whofoever  Jlayeth  Cain,  vengeance  Jhall  be 
taken  on  him  fevenfold.  And  the  Lord  jet  a 
mark  upon  Cain,  lejt  any  finding  him  fiould 
kill  him. 

Hence  is  the  origin  of  the  civil  inflitution 
and  authority  ;  the  end  and  defign  of  which, 
and  the  fan£tion  it  has  received  from  God, 
is  to  reftrain  perfonal  retaliation  and  individ- 
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ual  vengeance;  and  to  regulate  and  control 
a  private  intereft  by  a  public  good. 

The  civil  laws  of  communities,  atfirft,  were 
given  in  a  very  fimple  form  ;  they  were  firll 
enrolled  by  fome  very  fimple  and  plain  marks 
or  characters.  What  was  the  particular  kind 
of  character,  by  which  this  firft  civil  law  was 
engraved  and  regiitered,  is  ufelefs  to  enquire * 
but,  it  is  evident,  that  this  mark,  with  the  high 
fanfction  annexed  to  it,  was  of  the  nature  of 
a  civil  written  law. — The  plain  fubjeff  of  it 
forms  the  great  mark  or  character  of  civil  fo- 
ciety;  and  to  this  mark  or  character,  which, 
under  the  hand  and  heavy  fanftion  of  the 
Judge  of  all  the  earth,  was  fet  to  Cain,  is  to 
be  traced  the  civil  inftitution. 

The  notion,  that  fomething  befides  the  ci¬ 
vil  inftitution  has  ever  been  given  to  men, 
to  protefft  any  individual  or  fociety,  is  an 
idle  fancy;  and,  without  regard  to  the  civil 
inftitution,  the  enquiry,  what  was  the  mark 
fet  to  Cain?  can  never  be  anfwered;  for  there 
is  not  the  leaft  evidence  that  any  other  thing 
of  this  nature  ever  exifled. 

Cain  now  went  off  in  form  from  the  divine 


effahlilbinent,  and,  under  the  inftitution  of 
police  and  civil  government,  buiided  a  city. 
And  hence,  the  fathers  of  the  civilized  arts, 
the  Jabals,  Jubals,  and  the  Tubals,  fprang 
from  Cain.  And,  to  this  high  fource,  alfo, 
may  be  traced  a  nonihty,  and  theconfeinng 
upon  men  titles  of  honor,  ami-calling  their 
lands  and  cities  after  their  own  names. — Cain 
called  the  name  of  his  city  after  the  name  of 
his  fon,  Enoch;  and  Tubal,  by  way  of  dt- 
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stin&ion  and  eminence,  no  doubt,  and  to  bear 
up  the  honors  of  his  ancestors,  was  called 
Tubal-Cain. 

But  the  civil  institution,  though  it  can  re¬ 
strain  and  control  the  individuals,  and  alfo 
oroteft  the  particular  members,  and  the  whole 
oody,  in  civil  fociety,  yet  it  could  not,  in  the 
least,  restrain  or  control  the  war  between  Cain 
and  his  feed,  and  the  ele61  feed;  they  were 
in  nature,  and  had  now  in  form  become  two 
distinft  nations,  and  this  was  a  proclaim¬ 
ed,  and,  as  we  fay,  an  authorized  war,  be¬ 
tween  nation  and  nation. 

Though  wars  between  different  states  and 
nations,  in  the  view  of  the  divine  law,  on  one 
fide  or  both,  are  murders ;  and  will  be  fo  ad¬ 
judged  at  the  last  day  ;  yet,  as  to  the  civil  in¬ 
stitution,  they  are  deemed  legal,  and  by  it 
tnefe  murderers  are  protefted — Such  war, 
therefore,  can  be  terminated  only  by  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  field. 

Lamech,  a  defcendant  of  Cain,  carried  on 
the  war  with  fpirit ;  he  Hew  two  Abels,  a  man 
and  a  youth;  but,  like  Cain  before,  he  had 
to  confefs  with  angtiilh  of  mind,  that  the  war 
had  turned  against  him  ;  and  he  found  that 
his  conquejts  had  been  to  his  wounding  and 
to  his  hurt;  yet  he  confoled  himfelf,  and 
cairned  the  fears  of  his  wives,  that,  guilty  as 
they  were,  they  were  still  under  civil  protec¬ 
tion;  and  that,  if  Cain  fhould  be  avenged  fe- 
venfold,  wonderful  as  it  might  feern,  f'urely 
Lamech  (hould  be  avenged  jeventy  and  J even 
Johl/  Where  (even,  at  first,  were  united  in 
the  civil  compatl,  doubtlefs  there  were  now 
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feventy  and  feven  ;  and  the  government,  by  fo, 
much,  was  the  more  strengthened  and  con¬ 
firmed. 

How  fuperficial  and  vain  is  the  reafoning 
and  glorying  of  natural  men! — So  far  was  it 
from  being  a  mercy  either  for  Cain,  or  for  La- 
mech;  and  fo  far  is  it  ever  from  being,  pro¬ 
perly  confidered,  a  mercy  for  a  murderer  to  be 
protect'd,  or  in  any  way  whatever,  to  efcape 
from  the  avenger  of  blood;  that  it  is  his  pri¬ 
vilege  to  pay  the  forfeit  with  his  own  blood. 
For,  otherwife,  his  cafe  is  hopelefs ;  as  by  the 
divine  lav/,  which  will  determine  the  future 
flate  of  all  men,  in  this  cafe,  fuch  fatisfaftion 
is  an  indifpenfably  requifite  for  pardon  and 
grace, 

— — — — ■ ■«••>.  — 

Section  g.  Men  calling  upon  God. 

The  great  tribulations  arifing  neceffarily 
from  the  nature  of  the  eleft  eflablifhment,  are 
ever  the  caufes  of  effedlual  fervent  prayer  ;  it 
is  only  when  the  elebl  people,  in  fome  degree, 
find  themfelves  delivered  unto  death,  as  Jefus 
Chrilf  was  the  night  before  he  fuffered  on  the 

<3 

crofs,  that  they  agonize  and  pray,  as  he  then 
prayed. 

The  firfl  prayer  recorded  in  the  feriptures, 
where  mofl  faithfully  is  recorded  the  work 
of  God’s  holy  fpirit,  is  the  crying  of  the  blood 
of  Abel;  by  which  we  may  underhand  the 
prayer  he  made  to  God,  while  bleeding  to 
death  under  his  brother’s  hand.  And,  doubt- 
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left,  for  this  reafon,  'genuine  prayer,  in  the 
fcriptures,  is  called  groanings ;  not  mere  y 
the  folitary  figh,  but,  as  the  meaning  of  the 
■word  is,  the  llrong,  deep  and  unutterable 
complaint  of  the  foul,  as  that  of  the  death 

groan.  -  .  . 

The  blood  of  Abel  is  joined  exprefsly  with 

the  blood  of  Zecharias  as  being  lhed  both  m 
one  cafe,  Matth.  xxiii.  35.  which  fupports 
this  fenfe  of  the  crying  of  the  blood  of  Abel ; 
for  when  Zechariah,  being  Honed,  was  ex¬ 
piring,  he  faid,  Look,  Lord,  and  recp.it)  e  it. 
And  It  may  be  concluded,  that  from  the  dy¬ 
ing  cry  of  Abel,  and  the  Lord’s  appearing  to 
make  inquilition  for  his  blood  in  anfwer  to 
it,  the  glorious  truth  was  firll  proved  and 
fhown,  that  Jehovah  is  a  prayer  hearing  God. 

In  the  days  of  Enos,  began  men  to  call  up¬ 
on  the  name  of  the  Lord . —  The  war  between 
the  feed  of  the  ferpent,  and  the  feed  of  the 
woman  grew  hot;  and  the  afpetts  of  thefe 
oppofite  principles  appeared  daily  more  and 
more  irreconcilable,  and  exciting  to  the  bloo¬ 
dy  conflict. — It  was  fometime  in  the  days  of 
Enos,  that  the  Lamech  of  Cain  flourilhed. — 
The  eleft  of  God  found  themfelves  killed  all 
the  day  long,  and  accounted  as  /keep  for  the 
Jlaughter ;  therefore,  as  they  ever  have  done 
in  like  circumflances,  they  now  reforted  in 
good  earned  to  their  only  legitimate  and 
all-conquering  weapons,  faith,  patience  and 
prayer. 
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Section  6.  Men  of  Renown . 

The  ferpent  having  proved  the  ill-fucceil 
of  this  outward  and  uncovered  mode  of  war¬ 
fare;  and,  at  length,  perceiving  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  elefcl  eUabhfhment,  more  wifely 
conceived  of  the  deeper  meafure  of  feduce- 
ment;  and  which  he  adopted,  by  all  the  en¬ 
ticements  of  the  fiejh,  the  alurements  of  the 
eyes,  and  the  indulgent  charms,  or  heroic 
paflions  of  th e  pride  of  life . 

1  herefore,  his  blood  [famed  weapons  are 
laid  alide — his  every  motion  becomes  conci¬ 
liatory,  and  a  profpeft  is  now  given  of  happy 
times .  I  he  daughters  of  men  came  forth, 
brilliant,  in  foft  apparel,  and  ornaments  of 
gold,  with  their  lydian  fongs  and  city  ad- 
drefs,  and  frniling  with  the  airs  and  arts  of 
pleafures.  The  Ions  of  God,  unwarily,  fell 
into  the  fnare — they  faw  that  they  were  /air; 
and  they  took  them  wives  of  all  which  they 
ckofe . 

The  fruit  of  this  union,  of  the  form  of  god- 
linefs,  with  the  civil  eflablilhment,  (for  more 
than  the  form  of  godhnefs  can  never  be  thus 
united)  for  a  while  was  ground.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  this  marriage  became  mighty  men , 
which  were  of  old ,  men  of  renown.  But  fi¬ 
nally,  this  union  produced  the  mofl  fatal  dis¬ 
orders —  it  crafed  the  impreflions  and  re¬ 
unions  of  the  civil  character,  made  by  the 
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hand  of  God,  from  the  mind,  ana  from  the 
face  of  fociety  ;  and,  confequently,  the  eaitii 

was  filled  with  violence. 

This  ever  has  been,  and  ever  mutr.  be,  the 
fruit  of  fuch  an  union;  for  the  form  of  god- 
linefs,  being  of  another  nature,  in  union  with 
the  civil  character,  mull  complicate  and  mar 
it,  and  fo  reduce  its  flrength,  like  clay  or  diois 
mingled  with  the  metals — which  tendency, 
the  experience  of  the  world  has  lhown  ;  and 
that  the  more  limply  the  civil  or  any  otliei 
inftitution  is  preferved,  it  will  be  the  more 
elFeftual.  This  adulterating  and  corrupting 
tendency,  therefore,  in  fuch  a  Hate,  by  de¬ 
crees,  mult  weaken  the  civil  compaft,  and 
finally,  deftroy  its  influence.  And  the  form 
of  godiinefs,  not  being  able  to  fupport  itfelf, 
being  the  lorm  only  without  the  power,  brit¬ 
tle  and  weak  as  drofs  and  miry  clay,  falls  a 
dead  weight  upon  the  finking  empire. 

So  that  even  this  deep  policy  of  fatan,  a- 
vails  him  but  for  a  fhort  time;  though  fo 
defperate  is  his  caufe,  that  he  has  recourfe 
to  it  over  and  over  again,  whillt,  in  the  iflue, 
it  never  fails  to  divide  his  own  dominions, 
and  bring  nation  upon  nation,  and  kingdom 
upon  kingdom,  and  even  to  divide  thehoule 
and  kingdom  againlt  ltfell, 

•  1  1  - - 

Seftion  7.  Enoch  Prophefying . 

By  the  joining  together  of  what  God  hath 
put  alunder,  things  the  mod  oppolite  in  prin- 
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cipie,  and  uncongenial  in  operation— by  the 
mixing,  adulterating,  and  fo  corrupting  of 
both  the  divine  and  civil  eftablifhments  •;  pro- 
ducing,  as  the  natural  fruit  of  fuch  a  com. 
mei  ce,  men  .of  renown— -men  feekmg  re* 
nown — all  for  being  head  men — for  divid¬ 
ing  and  fubjugating,  or  warring  upon  all— 
and  at  the  lame  time,  opening  wide  the  door 
for  the  exercife  of  this  unbounded  ambition, 

by  obliterating  the  bond  of  civil  fociety. _ 

Thefe  things,  I  fay,  taking  place,  what  more 
evident  figns  could  be  fhown  in  the  earth, 
of  the  approach  of  a  general  convullion  ? 

Wherefore  Enoch  alfo ,  the feventh  from  A- 
dam,  prophefed  of  thefe,  faying.  Behold  the 
Loi  d  cometh  with  ten  thoufand  of  his  faints , 
To  execute  judgment  upon  ail,  and  to  convince 
all  that  are  ungodly  among  them,  of  all  their 
ungodly  deeds  which  they  have  ungodly  com¬ 
mitted^,  and  of  all  their  hard  fpeeches,  which 
ungodly  firmer s  have  Jpoken  againjl  him. 

The  ground  bringing  forth  briars  and 
thorns  was  an  early  indication  of  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  God,  founded  in  the  eleft  efiabhfh- 
ment;  and  the  added  curfe,  or  new  evil  and 
delinquency  of  the  earth,  that  Cain  experi¬ 
enced  after  the  death  of  Abel,  together  with 
the  wounding  and  crippling  felt  and  confefs- 
ed  by  Latnech,  fhewed  plainly,  that  the  na¬ 
tural  powers  were  weakening,  and  the  hea¬ 
venly  powers  were  prevailing;  but  what  was 
now  taking  place  on  every  fide,  proved  that 
the  foundations  of  the  earth  were  fhaken, 
and  were  all  out  of  courfe,  and  that  nature 
awaited  a  fearful  doom. 
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Enoch  prophefied  of  thefe — the  world,  at 
this  time,  had  convincing  proof  of  the  truth 
ol  his  prophecy  before  their  eyes  ;  infomuch 
that  he  needed  only  to  point  to  the  popular 
and  renowned  characters  of  the  age,  in  order 
to  /hew  it,  faying,  Behold,  the  Lord  cometh! 

The  tranflation  of  Enoch,  which  followed, 
was  the  mod  folemn  and  weighty  attellation 
to  the  truth  of  his  prophecy — -it  proved  pal¬ 
pably,  that  there  was  another  world ;  be¬ 
tween  which,  and  that  world  of  the  ungodly, 
there  was  an  oppolition ;  and  whofe  powers 
were  molt  a&ive  and  wonderful;  and  which* 
with  authority,  cOUld  reach  the  earth,  and 
proteCt  its  friends  and  confeffors ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  doubtlefs,  could  execute  the  threatened 
judgment  upon  all  ungodly  men. 


SeCtiori  8.  Righttoufnefs  preached. 

%  ’  \ 

Pilate  hearing  the  word  of  truth,  perfectly 
fpoken,  faid,  What  is  truth ?  and  turned  away 
direCtly  from  the  fubjeCh  What  is  righte- 
oufnefs  ?  is  the  fame  queftion,  often  afked, 
but  how  rarely  confidered  !  For,  being  of  a 
nature  hard  to  be  believed,  it  is  a  queftion 
hard  to  be  underftood;  yet,  what  is  more 
unqueftionable  than  the  faCt  of  the  exittence 
of  an  eleCt  world,  which  is  feen  to  refult  ne- 
ceffarily  from  the  divine  principle  ?  which 
truth  has  been  exhibited  in  every  age  ;  and 
with  convincing  evidence,  that  it  is  a  king¬ 
dom  of  immortal  flrength  and  glorv;  and 
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that  it  is  able  to  withftand  all  oppofing  poor¬ 
er;  and,  in  the  end,  it  fliall  break  in  pieces  and 
con  fame  all  the  kingdoms  of  this  world;  and 
Jha  it  fill  the  whole  earth,  and  [land  for  ever. 

The  kingdom  of  God  is  righteoufnefs,  &c. 
for  grace  reigns  through  righteoufnefs.  All 
it  concerns  us  to  know  in  religion,  is  com- 
prifed  in  the  brief  queftion,  what  is  truth ? 
or,  what  is  righteoufnefs ?  And  the  anfwer  is 
equally  brief,  the  kingdom  oj  God — -the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven. 

It  is  obferved  of  Abel  and  of  his  works, 
that  they  were  righteous ;  and  of  Noah,  that 
he  was  a  preacher  of  righteoufnefs.  Thefe 
obfervations  in  the  New  Teftament,  are  evi¬ 


dently  made  upon  the  fafts  recorded  in  the 
Old,  which  are  few,  and  mod  plain.  For 
an  eleft  eRablifhment,  believed  and  confefs- 
ed,  in  an  offering  brought  unto  the  Lord,  of 
the  lamb  of  facrifice,  is  all  that  is  recorded 
on  the  divine  page,  of  the  works  of  the  righ¬ 
teous  Abel;  and  which  gives  him  the  cha¬ 


racter. 

'  And  the  fa  61  refpe&ing  Noah’s  being  righ¬ 
teous,  and  his  preaching  righteoufnefs,  is  e- 
qually  ft m pie;  for  the  faith,  or  truth,  con¬ 
cerning  an  elefcl  elfablifhmcnt,  which,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  mud  diffotve  the  natural  world,  was  the 
righteoufnefs  found  of  God  in  him;  and  his 
expretting  this,  by  preparing  an  ark,  was  the 
preaching  of  righteoufnefs,  in  which  he  con¬ 
demned  the  world.  I  his  is  ail  that  is  record¬ 
ed  of  the  preaching  of  Noah ;  and  it  is  laid 
exprefsly,  that  it  was  in  this  way  that  Noah 
preached  of  righteoufnefs,  to  the  conviction 
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of  worldly  ungodly  men.  By  faith  Noah,  be¬ 
ing  warned  of  Gcd  of  things  not  feen  as  y<t, 
moved  with  fear,  prepared  an  ark  to  the 
having  of  his  houfe  ;  by  the  which  he  con¬ 
demned  the  world,  and  became  heir  of  the 
righteoufnefs  which  is  by  faith. 

'  If  it  be  afked,  why  the  elect  eflablifhmejit, 
together  with  thefe  evidences  which  1  elate 
to  it,  is  called  righteoufnefs  ?  The  anfwer  is 
plain — it  is  for  the  fame  reafon  that  the  fub- 
Itance  of  things  hoped  for,  together  with  the 
evidence  of  things  not  feen,  is  called  faith, 
viz.  That  Chrift’s  engagement  in  eternity  to 
perform  the  work  of  redemption;  together 
with  his  coming  forward,  in  time,  to  lay 
down  his  life,  that  he  might  take  it  again, 
and  fo  be  the  foundation  of  the  eleft  world, 
was  an  a£t  of  covenant  obedience,  and  anfwer- 
ed  to  the  rule  of  the  divine  will;  and  therefore, 
with  the  greateff  propriety,  the  ele£l  founda¬ 
tion,  together  with  the  whole  luperflrutlure 
belonging  to  it,  is  called  righteoufnefs — it  is 
overlaying  righteoufnefs. 


Se£lion  9.  The  Deluge. 

According  to  the  theory,  we  have  feen  a 
caufe  exiiling  in  the  creation,  which  eventu¬ 
ally  mult  dilfolve  the  natural  frame  of  the 

4  ,  . 

world.  I  his  caufe  we  have  leen  gaining 
ffrength,  and  giving  various  fure  indications 
of  the  approach  of  the  foitinn  event. 
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Moreover,  from  the  peculiar  conflru&ion 
of  this  firfl  world,  it  is  apparent,  that  the  hrft 
dreadful  cataflrophe  would  be  by  deluge 
of  waters.  For  the  expanding  power  of  the 
creative  operation  being,  to  a  certain  degree, 
weakened,  the  waters  above  the  firmament 
would  return  towards  thofe  from  which,  by 
that  power,  they  were  originally  divided ;/ 
and,  by  the  fame  caufe,  the  waters  beneath 
would  fwell,  and  flow  over  their  natural 
bounds.  1  his  fwelling  of  the  fubterraneous 
waters,  requires  an  explanation — our  theory 
offers  the  following. 

Though,  as  has  been  faid,  the  fprangling 
motion  of  the  fluid  would  not  reach  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  the  globe  ;  yet  it  is  not  fuppofed  that 
the  fluid  itfelf,  in  this  dire&ion,  would  not 
approach  there  ;  on  the  contrary,  muff  we 
not  conclude,  from  its  all  commanding  pow¬ 
er,  that  it  would  take  full  poffefhon  of  the 
centre ;  and  there  attraft  to  itfelf,  or  rather, 
be  united  and  comprcjjed  by  its  expanding 
power,  with  fuch  a  prodigious  force,  as  would 
buoy  up  the  wraters  and  heavieft  bodies?— 
This  denfity,  or  compreffion  of  the  fluid  at 
the  centre,  is  what  was  intended  by  the  ob- 
fervation,  page  180,  that  the  oliftrudion,  front 
whence  arifes  the  fprangling  of  the  fluid,  may 
be  chiefly  f  rom  itfelf  ,  being  too  much,  comprejfed 
by  converging  to  a  centre. 

It  is  evident,  that  this  fluid,  in  its  expand¬ 
ing  dire£fion,  towards  the  centre,  would  car¬ 
ry  in  its  current  all  the  waters,  or  vapours, 
until  its  force  began  to  abate  by  its  comprei- 
fion.  And,  is  it  not  alfo  evident,  that  an  elaf- 
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tic  fluid  moving  in  this  manner,  with  fuch 
flrength  as  we  know  this  fluid  moves,  would 
at  the  centre  become  fo  comprefled,  as  to  ren¬ 
der  buoyant  the  greateft  conceivable  weight? 
If  fo,  this  conclusion  follows,  that  the  whole 
region  occupied  by  the  air,  earth  and  waters, 
in  the  fir  A  world,  was  between  the  points, 
where  the  commanding  fluid,  expanding  to¬ 
ward  the  centre,  began  to  be  comprefled,  and 
where  the  whole  became  buoyant  by  the 
greater  degrees  of  this  comprefiion. 

The  fwelling  and  rocking  of  fcas,  and  the 
undulatory  motions  of  the  earth  from  a  (hock 
of  the  earthquake,  leern  to  indicate  fome- 
thing  of  this  nature  in  the  prefent  flate  of 
the  world,  and  that  they  lie  upon  an  elaflic 
fluid.  How  eile  can  it  be  explained,  that  the 
fea  will  fometimes  fwell  and  roll  to  the  great- 
eA  height  when  there  is  no  Aorm,  and  none 
has  immediately  preceded?  Thefe  lwellings 
often  begin  in  the  moA  perfeft  calm ;  a  florin 
is  expedied  to  fucceed  ;  but,  inftead  of  in- 
creafing,  it  is  often  found,  even  in  the  height 
pf  the  gale,  that  the  fwelling  has  abated. 

But  Ihould  not  the  known  powers  of  the 
eleftrical  fluid,  its'attradlion  to  itfelf,  the  ve¬ 
hemence  of  its  motion,  and  its  alaflicity,  to¬ 
gether  with  other  phenomena  of  nature,  be 
thought  fufficient  to  afford  the  conclufion, 
that  it  polleffes  wholly  the  centre  of  the  earth ; 
Aill  it  muff  be  concluded  that  vaA  quantities 
of  this  fluid  are  contained  within  the  globe, 
and  in  fo  comprefled  a  flate,  as  to  be  able  to 
command  the  waters.  In  earthquakes,  this  e- 
lement  is  known  to  be  difcharged  from  the 
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earth  in  great  quantities  ;  the  vapours  ifTuing 
from  the  earth,  at  fuch’  a  time,  are  often  in 
fo  great  a  degree  elefiric,  as  to  have  the  ap¬ 
pearance  ol  a  flame  of  fire;  and  the  waters, 
thereby,  as  at  the  time  of  the  late  great  earth¬ 
quake  at  Quito,  in  South  America,  have  been 
eaufed  to  flow  far  above  the  natural  fprings, 
and  much  of  the  country,  in  this  manner,  has 
been  overflowed. 

I  think  it  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  cauf@ 
of  the  earthquake  is  the  fame  thing  in  nature, 
as  that  of  thunder.  A  portion  of  the  elettrical 
fluid  being  fuddenly  let  off  from  the  cloud, 
the  remainder,  recoiling  to  reltore  its  equili¬ 
brium,  caufes  the  concuffion  of  the  cloud; 
whiifl  the  part  let  off,  in  its  courfe  to  other 
clouds,  or  to  the  earth,  produces  thofe  fhocks 
and  other  effefls  of  thunder,  which  we  ob- 
ferve  in  the  air,  and  upon  bodies  near  the 
furface  of  the  earth.  In  like  manner,  a  por¬ 
tion  of  this  fluid  being  let  off  from  its  great 
magazines  within  the  earth,  what  remains 
will  fuddenly  recoil  and  produce  a  fhock 
there,  proportionably  great  to  the  quantity 
of  the  fluid  feparated  ;  and  which  feparated 
part,  in  its  courfe  through  the  waters,  earth 
and  air,  may  naturally  be  fuppofed  to  pro¬ 
duce  all  the  effefts  of  the  earthquake,  obferv- 
ed,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  to  accompany 
the  fhock. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  upon  the  ground 
of  the  mod  eflablifiied  faffs  relative  to  this 
f  ubjeCf  ,  that  the  expanding  force  of  the  fluid 
being  weakened,  and  its  compreffion  within 
the  earth  abated,  thofe  vaft  magazines  would 
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dilate  and  occupy  more  fpace,  and,  con  e- 
duently,  the  waters  mud  rife,  proportionably, 
above  their  ulual  level.  Indeed,  had  not  the 
world  been  fo  condrubted,  that  its  waters 
(hould  be  thrown  upon  the  earth  by  the  lame 
caufe  with  that  of  its  undergoing  fuchan  uni- 
verfal  Ihoclc,  and  change  of  its  form,  it  mud 
have  indantly  been  deluged  with  lire;  for, 
otherwife,  it  cannot  be  conceived  of,  that  fo 
great  and  univerfal  a  concufiion  (hould  taxe 
place,  as  the  earth  at  home  period  has  mani- 
fedly  undergone,  and  it  not,  thereby,  be  kin¬ 
dled  into  a  melting  flame. 

But,  though  the  natural  caufe  of  the  flood 
be  left  out  of  view,  dill  the  event  anfwers 
perfectly  to  the  divine  theory ;  for  the  world, 
at  fird,  being  condru&ed  of  water,  and  by 
water,  the  prevailing  power  of  the  elebt  effa- 
blifhment,  by  dilfolving  that  frame  of  the 
world,  mud,  of  courfe,  bring  the  flood  of  wa¬ 
ters  upon  the  earth.  The  flood  came,  and,  as 
the  natural  power,  whatever  it  be,  continued 
to  weaken,  fo  it  continued  to  rain,  and  the 
waters  prevailed  and  increaferl  upon  the 
earth,  which  was  for  forty  days  and  forty 
nights.  And  all  jit jh  died  that,  moved  upon  the 
earth,  both  of  fowl,  and  of  cattle,  and  of  beajl, 
mid  every  creeping;  thing  that  crcepeih  upon 
the  earth,  and  every  man.  All  in  who pc  nojln Is 
was  the  breath  of  Life,  of  all  that  was  in  Liu  dry 
land  died.  And  every  living  fubjlance  was  de¬ 
frayed  which  was  upon  the  face  of  the  ground, 
both,  man  and  cattle,  and  the  creeping  ! lungs , 
and  the  fowl  of  the  heaven  ;  and  they  were  de¬ 
frayed  from  the  earth:  and  Noah  only  ie- 
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mained  alive,  and  they  that  were  with  him  iti 
the  ark. 

* 

The  pouring  out  of  the  waters  from  the 
flues,  and  the  breaking  up  of  the  fountains 
ot  the  great  deep,  by  reafon  of  the  proftration 
of  the  ftrength  of  nature,  (which  ftate  of 
weaknefs  and  diforder,  though  it  came  to  its 
height  in  forry  days,  continued  an  hundred 
and  fifty  days,)  fo  broke  up  and  demolilhed 
the  frame  of  the  globe,  that  nothing  remain¬ 
ed  but  the  ruins  of  a  world, — It  is  faid,  the 
world  that  then  was  pcrijhed.  Of  this  truth* 
the  face  of  the  whole  earth  bears  to  us  the 
meft  ample  tefiimony. 

— - -  i  -  '-*rr  mBSga«;rrwiii 

Section  10.  The  Waters  ajfwaged. 

But  God  remembered  Noah ,  and  every  liv¬ 
ing  thing,  and  all  the  cattle  that  was  with  him 
in  the  ark :  and  God  made  a  wind  to  pafs  over 
the  earth,  and  the  waters  ajfwaged.  This  wind 
was  a  new  impulfe  given  to  the  expanding 
power,  or  rather  the  recovery  of  its  natural 
motion  by  the  obflru&ion  being  removed. 

Our  theory,  as  to  the  firft  world,  leads  us 
to  conceive  of  one  wind  palling  over  the 
earth,  ever  in  the  dire&ion  in  which  the 
Ipheres  roll ;  and  of  its  being  in  every  refpe6t 
uniform,  and  without  any  obffru&ion.  It  is 
true,  in  this  cafe,  theie  would  be  no  clouds 
with  rain ;  for  it  is  evident,  that  clouds  of 
rain  are  formed  by  obflrudied  winds.  But 
fame  have  been  led  to  fuppofe,  from  the 
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jfcripture  account,  that  this  was  tne  circum- 

1  lance  ol  that  world.  Mofes,  alter  his  ac¬ 
count  of  the  creation,  noticing  exprefsly  how 
the  earth  was  watered,  mentions  a  mijl  from 
the  earth;  and  alfo  a  river  that  went  out  ol 
Eden,  to  water  the  gar  den,  and  that  from  thence 
it  was  parted,  and  branched  out  into  various 
countries;  but  makes  no  mention  of  there 
being  clouds  or  rain  ;  or  rather,  as  fomeiup- 
pofe,  he  defigned  to  exprefs  the  contrary,  by 
laying,  The  Lord  God  had  not  caujed  it  to 
rain  upon  the  earth.  ,  Gen.  ii.  v.  [See  Dr. 
Burnet’s  Theory  of  the  World. [] 

Befides,  mull  it  not  be  concluded,  as  the 
rainbow  is  a  token  that  the  flood  Ihould  not 
be  repeated,  that  it  had  not  before  been  feen  ? 
The  ligns  and  tokens  that  God  has  fet  to  his 
covenants,  are  all  natural,  and  in  themfelves 
expreiTtve.  But  were  there  before  the  flood 
clouds  of  rain,  as  there  now  are,  the  rainbow 
had  fu rely  then  appeared;  and  if  fo,  how 
can  it  now  be  conlidered  as  a  natural  token, 
that  the  waters  of  the  flood  {hall  not  return, 
to  deftroy  the  earth. 

This,  however,  is  very  different  from  the 
prefent  Hate  of  things.  Ancient  altronomers 
fuppofed  that  two  winds  were  ever  held  over 
the  earth,  affing  upon  each  other  in  an  equi¬ 
librium,  or  alternately  prevailing — thefe  were 
conlidered  dillinbljy,  one  as  being  the  main 
power,  and  the  other,  as  the  governmental  or 
balance  power.  Is  not  a  fentiment  like  this 
exprelfed  by  Agur,  Prov.  xxx.  4.  Who  hath 
gathered  the.  wind  in  his  fifts ?  By  the  fol¬ 
lowing  exprelIion,  it  may  be  obferved,  that 
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the  fubjeft  which  here  fixed  the  mind  of  A- 
gur,  was  that  of  the  expanding  power ;  of 
the  opperation  and  effeft  of  which,  his  ex- 
p  re  hi  on  is  the  mod  natural  and  beautiful, 
Viho  hath  bound  the  waters  in  ci  garment  ? 

We  are  now  to  contemplate,  more  di- 
flinftly,  the  great  myftery  of  God  in  the 
Archangel-Exhibition,  or  that  of  a  world 
fubfifting  by  the  agency  of  two  powers  aft- 
ing  agamft  each  other.  In  doing  this,  we 
may  be  a  {fitted  by  the  inf  pi-red  account  giv¬ 
en  of  the  manner  in  which  the  waters  of  the 
flood  returned  from  off  the  earth,  viz.  Going 
and  returning ,  or  ebbing  and  flowing.  We 
have  feen  the  power  of  the  eleft-eftablifh- 
merit  fo  prevailing,  as  to  render  the  natural 
power  incapable  of  binding  ike  waters  ;  and 
fo,  confequently,  the  deft  ruftion  of  the  world. 
And  though,  at  the  end  of  an  hundred  and 
fifty  days,  the  oppofing  power  was  fo  far  with¬ 
drawn,  as  to  give  the  natural  power  motion; 
Hill,  by  the  motion  of  the  waters  going  and 
returning ,  we  perceive  fuch  an  exercife  of 
this  power,  as,  by  governing  and  controling 
the  natural  principle,  to  become  itfelf  a  eon- 
fiituent  principle  of  the  new  world. 

Here,  then,  we  have  explained  the  going 
and  returning  of  the  winds,  the  ebbing  and 
flowing  of  the  leas,  and  the  waxing  and  wane- 
ing  of  all  the  affairs  of  this  world.  Tide 
characterizes  all  prelent  things — it  has,  with 
great  propriety,  become  another  name  for 
time,  as  exprelfive  of  the  changeful  courfe  of 
the  prelent  world,  Alfo,  we  have  here  ex- 
plained*  that  \iew  of  the  divine  government 
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over  this  world,  which  is  conflantly  exhibit¬ 
ed,  both  in  providence  and  in  the  fcriptures; 
and  which  has  prefented  to  many  fearching 
minds,  fo  great  a  difficulty,  and  To  often  has 
defeated  the  calculations  of  the  wife  and  pru¬ 
dent,  viz.  That  events  are  feen  to  take  place 
indirectly,  and,  as  it  were,  by  the  overruling 
and  controiing  of  what  might  be  conffdered 
their  natural  courfe. 

Why  is  the  eaft  wind  the  b  1  a  ft  of  nature  ? 
Doubtiefs,  the  word  blaft,  originally,  meant 
this  wind.  Why  is  the  agency  of  the  eaft 
wind,  fo  often  known  in  providence,  and  fo 
frequently  referred  to  in  the  fcriptures,  in  the 
great  and  folemn  work  of  judgment,  where¬ 
by  Zion  is  redeemed  ?  What  inftruCtion  is 
afforded  to  us,  bv  its  being  recorded  of  the 
dividing  of  the  Red  Sea,  that  the  Lord  caus¬ 
ed  the  fea  to  go  back,  by  a  Jlrong  eajl  wind? 
Why,  we  afk,  is  the  eaft  wind  here  fpoken 
of  as  the  agent  of  God,  in  thus  counteracting 
nature;  and  as  explaining  the  operation  of 
divine  power  in  this  rnvracle  ?  And  why,  in 
the  addrefs  in  the  fong  of  Moles  to  the  angel 
of  the  Lord,  is  this  wind  particularized  as 
his  wind?  Thou  did, ft  blow  with  thy  wind. — 
Why  went  there  forth  a  wind  from  the  Lord, 
to  bring  the  quails  into  the  camp  of  Ifrael  ? 
which  alio,  Pfal.  lxxviii.  2b,  is  railed  an  eaft 
wind .  And  why,,  alfo,  to  accomplifh  this 
event,  are  we  informed  of  a  wind  coming 
back  in  another  direction?  Why  are  the 
judgments  of  God,  of  every  kind,  ulually 
afcribed  to  the  influence  of  the  eaft  wind? 
Note  the  following  paffages ; - Pharaoh 
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dreamed,  And  behold,  / even  ears  withered  thin 
and  blafled  with  the  eaft  wind.  Gen.  xli.20._I' 
And,  Mofesjlr  etched forth  his  rod  over  the  land, 
of  Egypt,  and  the  Lord  brought  an  eajl  wind  up - 
on  the  land  all  that  day ,  and  all  that  night,: 
and  when  it  was  morning ,  the  eaft  wind 
bt  ought  tne  locufls.  Exod.  x.  i g.  lhe  rich 
man  fiall  he  dozen,  but  he Jhall  not  be  gather¬ 
ed  :  he  openeih  his  eyes,  and  he  is  not  Ter¬ 
rors  take  hold  on  him  as  waters,  a  temp  eft 
Jicalcth  him  away  in  tne  night ,  i  he  eaft  wind 
carrieth  him  away.  Job  xxvii.  ig — 21. — 
7h°u  breakef  the  [hips  of  Tarf.fi  with  an 
eaft  wind.  Pfal.  xlviii.  y.— I zoillfc alter  them 

as  with  an  eaft  wind.  Jerern.  xvni.  \y. _ 

Yea,  behold,  being  planted,  Jhall  it  projper  ? 
Jhall  it  not  utterly  wither,  when  the  eaft  wind 
toueheth  it  ?  Ezek.  xvii.  10. — But  (he  was 
plucked  up  in  fury,  fie  was  caf  dozen  to  the 
ground,  and  the  eaft  wind  dried  up  her  fruit. 
Ezek.  xix.  1  2. — 1  hy  rowers  have  brought  thee 
into  great  waters :  the  eaft  wind  hath  broken 
thee  in  the  midft  of  the  feas.  Ezek.  xxvii. 
26. — Though  he  be  fruitful  among  his  breth¬ 
ren,  an  eaft  wind  Jhall  come,  the  wind  of  the 
Lord  lhall  come  up  from  the  wildernefs,  and 
his  fpnng Jhall  become  thy,  and  his  fountain 
flail  be  dried  up  :  he 'Jhall  f poll  the  treafure  of 
all  pleafant  veffels,'  Hof.  xiii.  15.- — Here  a- 
gain  the  eaft  wind  is  diftinguifhed  as  the  wind 
of  the  Lord;  and,  by  comparing  this  with 
Job  i.  19,  it  appears  that  it  was  this  fame 
wind  of  the  Lord  from  the  wildernefs,  which 
ffloie  the  home  and  flew  Job’s  children. — 
Again,  God  prepared  a  vehement  eaft  wind  ; 
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$nd  the  fun  heal  upon  the  head  of  jfona.li,  that 
he  fainted.  Jonah  iv.  8. — They  fhall  come  all 
for  violence  ;  their  faces Jhallfup  up  as  the  cajl 
'■wind.  Habak.  i.  9. — Is  there  not  before  us, 
in  the  view  of  the  archangel-eftablifhment,  an 
anfwer  to  all  this? 

Moreover,  we  have  here  explained  the  doc¬ 
trine  brought  into  view  by  theapoflle,  Rom. 
viii.  of  the  creature,  or  natural  world,  being 
fubjedted  to  vanity,  or  to  the  bondage  of  cor¬ 
ruption,  and  not  having  its  free  exercife;  but 
that  this  is  done,  for  the  lame  reafon  ol  fub- 
}e£tion,  whence  is  the  gofpel  hope. — By  the 
deluge,  the  earth  was  indeed  made  fubject  to 
vanity  and  corruption;  and,  emerging  (rom 
the  waters,  it  groanelh  and  travelleth  in  pain 
until  now;  and  it  difeovers  itfelfftill  bound 
by  that  power;  and,  by  its  ftruggling  and 
groaning,  that  it  is  Hill  wrejlling  with  the  an¬ 
gel ;  that  its  baptifm  is  unto  death,  and  that, 
one  day  all  that  belongs  to  the  hrll  creation, 
and  remains  of  the  life  of  nature,  mull,  from, 
this  caufe,  expire. — But,  by  tracing  up  this 
Hate  of  bondage  and  corruption  of  the  crea¬ 
ture,  in  the  light  of  truth,  to  the  eled  efta- 
blifhment,  and  the  redemption  law,  we  fee 
the  world,  hereby,  coming  into  union  with 
its  fullering  Redeemer;  and  that,  through 
this  bondage  ol  corruption,  there  is  hope,  the 
only  hope,  even  the  fame  for  which  the  Ions 
of  God  are  waiting,  the  hope  of  the  refurrec- 
tion  and  eternal  life. 

And,  finally,  from  this  Hate  of  the  world, 
we  are  led  to  contemplate  a  deluge  of  fire,  as 
the  doling  up  of  the  wonderful  feene.  The 
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angelic  power  is  ever  reprefented  to  us  as  be¬ 
ing  fire.-Mt  is  faid  of  the  miniftering  angels 
r,f  Chnd,  that  he  maketh  them  a flame  of  fire; 
and  they  are  named  feraphim,  burners.— 
A  flaming  Iword  was  the  firft  appearance  in 
our  world  of  this  power.— Danie  beheld  the 
throne  of  Chrift  in  the  midlt  of  thoufand 
thoufand,  and  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thou¬ 


sand  of  his  angels;  which  throne  was  like  the 
fiery  flame,  and  his  wheels  burning  fire.  This 
muff  mean  the  eflablifhment- and  power  of 
t  he  eleft  angelic  kingdom.  Moreover,  he  faw 
a  fiery  dream  iffue,  and  come  forth  from  be¬ 
fore  him;  this,  doubtlefs,  was  the  fame  ap¬ 
pearance  which  Moles  called  a flaming  f word . 
The  angel  that  fpake  unto  Moles  at  'Horeb, 
aopeared  in  a  flame  of  fire  out  of  the  midft 
of  a  bufh;  and  the  law  ordained  bv  angels 
was  a  fiery  law,  and  it  was  given  forth  from 
the  mount  that  burned  with  fire,  even  from 
the  midi!  of  the  fire. — The  angel,  alfo,  that 
talked  with  Manoah,  afcended  to  heaven  in 
the  flame  of  the  altar;  and  it  may  be  notic¬ 
ed,  t  hat  the  flame  of  the  altar  ever  fignified 
the  angelic  difpofition,  which  wehavefhewn 
to  be  founded  in  the  fact dice  of  the  everlaft- 


ing  covenant.  As  the  Lord’s  lioff,  the  angels 
were  feen  like  chariots  of  fire,  and  horfes  of 
fire;  and,  as  the  attendants  in  his  court,  they 
were  beheld  with  countenances  as  the  light¬ 
ning;  and  the  Lord  has  ever  appeared  a- 
iviong  them  the  fame  as  at  mount  binai. 

The  fhekinah,  in  leading  the  camp  of  iirael 
out  of  Egypt,  on  the  well  hde,  was  a  watery 
cloud,  but,  on  the  call  fide,  it  was  a  pillar  of 
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fire;  this  gives  us  a  view  of  the  archangel- 
exhibition,  and  of  the  conflitution  of  the 
world,  according  to  Chrill’s  mediate  Hate. — - 
The  prefent  world  may  be  viewed  as  being 
under  this  baptizing  cloud,  as  it  were,  be¬ 
tween  the  two  pillars,  baptized  already  with 
the  deluging  waters,  and  waiting  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  pillar  of  fire,  which,  in  the 
fcriptures,  is  often  called  the  glory  of  the  Lord; 
which  baptifm,  will  finilh  the  Hate  of  the 
bondage  and  corruption  of  the  creature; 
whence,  by  the  power  of  fovereign  grace,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  pattern  given  in  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  thofe  who  have  the  firlt  fruits  of  the 
Spirit,  the  whole  creation,  as  a  brand  pluckt 
out  of  the  fire,  (hall  be  delivered  and  reltored. 

It  is  well  know  that  flame  exifls  by  a  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  ele£frical  fluid  meeting  refntance 
from  another  and  oppolite  motion;  when, 
therefore,  this  angelic  power,  of  the  a£ling 
of  which  we  have  daily  indications,  fhall 
come  againft  the  courle  of  nature  with  its 
whole  ffrength,  it  will  neceffarily  produce 
a  [hock  that  muff  let  all  on  flame. 
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The  world  being  thus  arrefied,  overcome, 
and  brought  into  fubjehfion  under  the  bon¬ 
dage  of  corruption,  by  the  power  of  the  re¬ 
demption  law;  which  being  the  principle  of  a 
covenant,  and,  in  Chrilt,  the  fource  of  all 
grace;  according  to  the  theory,  we  now  look 
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for  the  appearing  of  the  grace  of  God,  in  the 
mod  exprefs  covenant  tranfa&ions. — Thefe, 
we  find  clearly  exhibited  on  the  divine  page. 
And  firft,  by  this  operation,  the  creature  is 
brought  to  yield  fubmiffively  to  God;  and 
through  Noah,  as  the  head  or  fir  ft  organ  of 
the  fubjefled  world  under  Chrift,  its  fubmif- 
fion  is  moft  folemnly  and  explicitly  offered  to 
the  Lord,  to  whom  it  was  found  that  judg¬ 
ment  belonged. 

And  notwithftanding  this  law  of  the  eter¬ 
nal  God  was  nothing  lefs  than  the  lenience 
of  death,  and  its  eftablifhment  was  felt  to  pof- 
fefs  a  fword  of  judgment,  which  already  had 
given  an  incurable  wound,  and  was  prepar¬ 
ed  to  repeat  theftroke;  the  facrifice,  by  No¬ 
ah,  of  every  clean  beaft  and  fowl,  was  the 
moft  folemn  and  explicit  a£l  of  fubmiffion  to 
it,  as  being  holy,  juft  and  good;  fuch  is  the 
power  and  gracious  effefcl  of  the  redemption 
difcipline. 

This  fubmiffion  being  wrought  in  the  crea¬ 
ture,  and  in  this  way  expreffed,  it  is  graciouf- 
ly  accepted  of  God ;  the  Lord ' fuelled  a  fweei 
favour ;  for  this  free  fubmiffion  refpefted  the 
fame  will  or  law  of  God,  that  Chrift  confent- 
ed  to  from  everlafting;  but  what  was  infin¬ 
itely  more  to  its  advantage,  was  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  offered,  viz.  by  a  facrifice, 
which  refpefted  and  brought  into  view  the 
obedience  of  Chrift ;  it.  was  offered  under  him, 
and  in  union  with  him;  yea,  he,  asconfent- 
ing  to  the  divine  will,  appeared  in  the  offer¬ 
ing.  therefore  God  was  pleafed,  well  pleafed; 
and  that  he  might  be  gracious  for  his  name’s 
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fake,  he  eflablifhed  this  his  everlafting  cove¬ 
nant  with  Noah  and  his  fons,  and  with  their 
feed  after  them;  and  with  every  living  crea¬ 
ture,  of  the  fowl,  of  the  cattle,  and  of  every 
beaft  of  the  earth,  that  was  with  Noah  in  the 
ark,  and  with  all  that  fhould  be  of  them,  that 
all  flefh  fhould  not  any  more  be  cut  off  bv 
the  waters  of  a  flood,  neither  fhould  there 
c|ny  more  be  a  flood  to  deftroy  the  earth. — 
Thus,  in  fubmiffion  to  God,  and  an  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  the  forfeit  of  life,  and  flying  to 
the  biood  of  the  everlafting  covenant,  the 
creature  found  refuge  from  the  waters  of  the 

t  o 

flood,  in  that  fame  redemption-law,  and  in- 
ftitution  of  judgment,  which  had  brought 
them  upon  the  earth. 

A 

,  The  covenant  being  thus  eftabliflied,  is  un- 
changeable,  and  its  prornifes  are,  yea,  and  a- 
men;  for  the  conditions  all  reftingwithCliriif, 
the  truth  which  enfures  the  performance  of 
all,  is  eflential  to  the  divine  exiffence;  that 
power  of  his,  which  had  fubjefifed  the  world, 
was  proved  fufficient  to  hold  it  in  fubjeti- 
jon ;  and  the  gracious  operation,  which  had 
wrought  fuch  a  free  fubmiffion  to  the  divine 
wtil  in  Noah,  was  {hewn  to  be  all-fufficient 
to  make  willing  a  people  to  bear  his  name  in 
every  age  of  the  world. — Moreover,  the  pow¬ 
er  that  could  do  this,  could  alfo  cut  off  and 
confume  from  the  earth  all  thcfe  who  fhould 
he  found  unwilling  to  fubrnit,  and  fhould  re- 
mam  unreconciled  and  oppofed  to  his  name 
and  authority ;  and  his  faithfulnefs  to  exert 
tots  his  archangel-power,  according  to  that 
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covenant  which  is  its  eternal  fource,  could 
not  fail. 

Therefore  God  faid,  the  ground  lhould  not 
again  be  curfed,  becaufe  of  the  works  of  men: 
Although,  indeed,  the  foul  of  man,  through¬ 
out,  be  folicitoufly  bent  upon  the  evil  thing ,  all 
living  flelh  lhould  not  again  be  fmitten.— 
All  the  days  of  the  earth ,  feed  time  a'nd  harvcjl , 
cold  and  beat  tfummer  and  winter ,  day  and  night , 
lhould  not  ceafe . 


Seflion  12.  The  Rainbow. 

And  the  Lord  God  faid  unto  Noah,  this  is  the 
token  of  the  covenant ,  which  I  have  ejiablijhed 
between  me  and  yours ,  as  the  charter  of  all  liv¬ 
ing  >  an(i  which  jhall  be  with  yours  for  per¬ 
petual  generations ;  I  do  Jet  my  bow  in  the  cloudy 
and  it  jhall  be  for  a  token  of  the  covenant  be¬ 
tween  me  and  the  earth ,  And  it  Jhall  come  to 
pafs ,  when  1  bring  a  cloud  ever  the  earth ,  that 
the  bow  Jhall  be  j'een  in  the  cloud:  And  I  will 
remember  my  covenant ,  which  is  as  the  charter 
of  me  and  yours  >  and  of  all  living  flejh  5  and  the 
waters  jhall  no  more  become  a  jloody  fo  as  to  de¬ 
fray  all  flejh . 

This  is  the  moft  exprefljve  fign  or  token  of 
the  power  and  grace  of  the  world  to  come, 
in  relation  to  the  conflitution  and  (late  of  the 
prefent  world;— It  (hows,  at  once,  the  divid¬ 
ing  and  the  uniting  Sine  of  mercy  and  truth, 
of  righteoufnefs  and  peace;  for,  whilft  the 
peculiar  constitution  and  frame  of  this  world 
is  exhibited  lo  the  eye,  a  view,  alio,  is  here- 
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by  given  of  the  power  and  grace  of  the  world 
to  come,  as  prevailing  over  all. — 1  his  will 
be  perceived,  by  obferving  the  circumdan- 
ces  in  which  the  bow  appears  in  the  cloud. 

The  fingle  and  widely  didufed  cloud,  Iroirt 
which  the  rains  fall  gently,  and  without  tem¬ 
ped,  (which  circumdance  of  the  cloud  indi¬ 
cates  the  more  general  tranquillity  of  the 
winds)  does  not  (how  the  rainbow;  for,  luch 
refleftions  of  light,  as  give  to  the  eye  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  bow  in  the  cloud,  require 
that  the  waters  diddling  from  the  cloud 
fnould  defcend  to  the  earth  in  a  bowing  or 
circular  form,  which  requires  the  agency  of 
oppoling  winds.  In  mids,  or  particles  of  wa¬ 
ter,  not  moving  in  a  circular  diredlion,  there 
is  not  this  appearance,  The  circuUr  form  of 
the  vapours  which  exhibits  this  appearance, 
may  often  be  oblerved  in  the  fpray  of  a  wa¬ 
ter-wheel  going  with  the  wind  of  the  wheel 
againd  the  natural  current  of  the  air.  But, 
in  the  folded  and  thickly  condenfed  cloud, 
from  which  the  rains  fall  with  violence  and 
temped,  (which  date  of  the  cloud  ihews  the 
predure  and  confiitl  of  oppoling  winds)  the 
bow  isi’een ;  which,  therefore,  betokens  clear¬ 
ly  the  peculiar  date  of  this  world,  as  fublid- 
ing  by  two  powers  ailing  againd  each  other. 

Again,  it  may  be  oblerved  that  this  cloud, 
by  an  edablilhed  caule,  is  fo  circumfcribed 
in  width,  that  it  mud  foon  pafs  over;  lor, 
the  predure  by  which  it  is  formed  ex i Its  evi¬ 
dently  between  two  tides;  I  mean  the  tides 
of  ebb  and  of  flq,od,  which  are  known  to  be 
the  lame  in  the  air  as  in  water.  The  mod  ex- 


••  : 

* 


I 


1 


Ml 


*  >  'i 


Divine  Theory, 

tenfive  cloud  of  this  kind,  which  I  have Teen., 

paired  over  in  lefs  time  than  Fix  hours.- - 

Moreover,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  however 
great  is  the  con f] i£t,  the  weftern  or  fair  wind 
ever  prevails.  If  the  bow  appears  in  the  mor¬ 
ning,  the  cloud  being  welt,  the  wind  is  bank¬ 
ing  it  from  theeaft;  but  the  cloud  nattinp- 
over  in  its  tide,  the  wind  changes;  and  when 
the  bow  appears  in  the  cloud,  that  has  path 
ed  over,  the  wind  is  ever  weft. — In  this  eaft- 
ern  petition  of  the  cloud  is  the  molt  com¬ 
mon,  and  always  the  brighteft  appearance  of 
the  bow;  for,  as  the  wind  which  follows  is 
the  ftrongeft,  the  cloud,  being  driven  before 
it,  becomes  on  this  fide  the  moll  comprefted. 

The  watery  and  ftery  colours  of  the  bow, 
their  relative  inward  and  outward  Situation, 
and  many  other  circumftances  of  this  token 
of  the  covenant,  might  he  pointed  out  as 
{bowing  the  fearful  and  wonderful  frame  of 
the  prefent  world.  But  enough,  perhaps,  has, 
been  remarked  to  fhew  how  exprefsly  the 
bow,  in  relation  to  theie  pavilions  of  the 
Lord  of  Hoffs,  the  dark  waters  and  thick 
clouds  of  the  /kies,  and  the  brightness  before 
him  Jr nn  which  coals  oj fire  are  kinched ,  pro¬ 
claims  the  true  condition  of  the  prefent  world, 
as  being  conflituted  according  to  the  arch  an- 
gel-flateof  the  everlafiing  covenant. 

But,  as  in  relation  to  natural  things,  whilfl 
1  lie  dark  waters  and  thick  clouds  oj  the  fikies 
are  on  the  one  fide  of  the  bow,  the  fun  and 
clear  heaven  are  on  the  other;  fo  alio,  in 
tire  view  of  its  beinsr  a  token  of  the  cove¬ 
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tens  of  tribulation ,  through  which  is  wrought 
the  redemption-work,  appear  on  the  one  fide; 
but  the  kingdom,  the  glorious  reward  of  that 
work,  according  to  the  divine  will,  is  Teen  on 
the  01  her. — The  bow  in  the  cloud,  in  many 
refpeffs,  is  fignificant.  of  the  miniftration  of 
the  Spirit,  and  accords  with  the  token  of  the 
covenant  given  to  the  church  in  go  [pel  bap¬ 
tifm. — In  confidering  the  fubj'eft  in  this  view, 
we  have  the  warrant  of  St.  John,  who,  de- 
fcribing  the  gof'pel  kingdom,  fays,  Rev,  iv.  9. 
A  rainbow  was  round,  about  the  throne. 

Our  theory,  according  to  the  divine  prin¬ 
ciple,  offers  to  view  two  diftintl  baptifms,  viz. 
One,  in  the  deep;  the  other,  far  above  it. — 
The  baptifm,  as  under  the  requirement  of  the 
divine  will,  of  humiliation  and  fullering1  unto 
death;  and  the  baptifm,  hv  the  exprelhon  of 
the  divine  favour,  and  the  befiowment  of  the 
promifed  reward,  in  the  gift  and  grace  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft.  j  hefe  baptifms,  though  they 
be  infeparably  conneHcd  in  the  divine  will, 
and  belong  both  to  the  redemption-covenant, 
are  {fill  widely  different  things.  And  it  will 
be  recollefted,  that  the  bate  of  humiliation 
and  trial  of  Ohrid  and  his  people,  wherein 
the  heir  differ  eth  nothing  from  a  /errant,  tho ’ 
he  be  Lord,  of  all ;  is  often  referred  to  in  the 
fir  ip  lures,  as  being  a  baptifm.  But  Je/ks 
an  finer  ed  and  J'aid,  ye  know  not  what  ye  ajh , 
Are  ye  able  to  drink  of  the  cup  that  !  drink 
of,  and  to  be  bap hfed  with  the  baptifm  that  J 
am  baptized  with  ?  They  fay  unto  bun,  we  are 
able.  And  he  faith  unto  them,  ye  /hall  drink 
indeed  of  my  cup,  and  be  baptized  with  the 
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baptifm  that  I  am  baptized  with :  but  to  fit  on 

my  right  hand  and  on  my  left,  is  not  mine  to 

give,  but  it  fhalt  be  given  to  them  for  whom  it 

■is  prepared  of  my  Father .  Matt.  xx.  22,  23. 

J  have  a  baptifm  to  be  baptized  with,  and  how 

am  I Jlraitened  till  it  be  accomplijhed.  Luke 

xii.  50.  We  arc  buried  with  him  by  baptifm 

into  death.  Rom.  vi.  4. — This  baptifm,  in 

relation  to  the  bonds  of  the  law,  and  the  re- 

demption-difcipline,  though  it  be  abfolutely 

necelfary  to  our  falvation,  and  is  included 
*  ■* 

in  the  holy  pur  pole  of  God  in  Chrift,  is  hill 
widely  different,  and,  in  the  feriptures,  is 
clearly  diftinguifhed  from  the  baptifm  of  the 
Holy  Ghoit — winch  baptifm  characterizes 
diftinbtly  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  as,  there¬ 
by,  we  receive  power  to  become  the  fons  of 
God,  and  are  made  partakers  of  the  earnefls 
and  fruits  of  glory.  Thus,  it  is  faid,  A  bis  i. 
3 — 5.  1 0  whom  alfo  he  fiewed  himfelf  alive 
after  his  pajjion,  by  many  infallible  proofs, 
being  feen  of  them  forty  days,  and  fpeaking  cf 
the  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God; 
And  being  ajjemblcd  together  with  them,  com¬ 
manded  them  that  they  fhould  not  depart  from 
ferufalem,  but  wart  for  the  promife  of  the 
Father,  which,  faith  he,  ye  have  heard  of  me. 
For  John  truly  baptized  with  water;  but  ye 
Jhall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  not 
many  days  hence.  Alfo  Abbs  xiii.  24.  John firjl 
preached  before  his  coming,  fhe  baptifm  of  re¬ 
pentance  to  ail  the  people  of  Ifrael.  Again,  Abbs 
x  viii.  24 — 26.  And  a  certain  few  named  A  pol¬ 
ios,  born  at  Alexandria,  an  eloquent  man,  and 
mighty  in  the  feriptures,  came  to  Ephefus . 
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This  man  w&s  inftru£led  in  the  way  of  the 
Lord ;  and  being  fervent  in  the  f pint,  he fpake 
and  taught  diligently  the  things  of  the  Lord, 
knowing  only  the  baptifm  of  John.  And  he 
began  to J 'peak  boldly  in  the fynagogue.  Whom 
when  Aquila  and  Prifciila  had  heard,  they  took 
him  unto  them,  and  expounded  unto  him  the  way 
of  God  more  perfectly.  Apollos,  before 
he  was  met  by  thefe  difciples  of  Paul,  was 
inftrufted  in  the  way  of  the  Lord;  i.  e.  1  he 
Lord  Jefus;  and  he  appears  to  have  well  un¬ 
de  rftood  the  whole  fyftem  concerning  Chrift, 
as  antecedent  to  th e  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghojt; 
to  which  matter  our  baptifm  moll  indifputa- 
bly  relates,  together  with  all  the  dillinguilh- 
ing  glories  of  the  gofpel  church. 

And  again,  it  is  faid,  A 61s  xix.  i — 6.  And 
it  came  to  pajs ,  that  while  Apollos  was  at  Co - 
rinth,  Paul,  having  faffed  through  the  upper 
coa/ls,  came  to  Ephefus :  and  finding  certain 
difciples,  He  faid  unto  them,  have  ye  received 
the  Holy  Ghoft Jince ye  believed?  And,  they fcad 
unto  him,  We  have  not  fo  much  as  heard  whe¬ 
ther  there  be  any  Holy  Ghojt.  And  he  faid 
unto  them ,  unto  what  then  were  ye  baptized  ? 
And  they  faid,  unto  John’s  baptifm .  Then 
faid  Paul,  John  verily  baptized  with  the  bap¬ 
tifm  of  repentance,  faying  unto  the  people , 
that  they  Jhould  believe  on  him  which  Jhould 
come  after  him,  that  is,  on  Chrijt  Jefus.  When 
they  heard  this,  they  were  baptized  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  jefus.  And  when  Paul  had  laid 
his  hands  uison  them,  the  Holy  Ghojl  came  on 
them;  and  they  [bake  with  tongues,  and  pro- 
Pheficd. 
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It  appears,  therefore,  both  from  the  theo¬ 
ry  and  the  fcriptures,  that,  from  the  dotlnne 
of  Christ,  in  reia  lion  to  difiinct  parts  of  the 
divine  will,  there  arifes  two  baptifms;  which 
twofold  nature  and  operation  of  the  holy 
doctrine,  may  explain  the  manner  of  expres- 
lion  ufed  by  the  apoltle.  Hebrews  vi.  1,  2. 
Therefore,  leaving  ike  dotlrinevf  ike  beginning 
Of  Ckrijl ,  let  us  go  on  to  the  per  feci  end ;  not 
laying  again  the  foundation  of  repentance  from 
dead  works,  Of  the  dotlnne  of  is  a  p  ti  s  m  s,  &c0 

The  baptihn,  as  under  the  bond  of  the  co¬ 
venant,  or  the  fervice-work  and  forfeiture  of 
the  law,  is  ever  reprefented,  by  dark  and 
tempeftuous  clouds,  with  their  flood-caufing 
rains;  by  the  waters  of  the  river ,  Jlrorig  and 
many  ;  and  by  the  f Welling  and  rolling  of  the 
deep  ;  or,  as  being  a  cup  of  for  row's,  an  im~ 
merfion,  a  burial,  &c.  But,  according  to 
the  promife  of  the  Father,  and  the  grace 
of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  the  baptihn  of  the 
Holy  Gholl  is  reprefented  by  the  pouring, 
dropping,  or  fprmkling  of  waters  ;  by  a  rt- 
f refhing  ram,  and  the  .waters  of  Shtloah  that 
go  foftiy  ;  or  as  being  an  influence  from  hea¬ 
ven,  kind  and  gentle,  As  ike  dew  of  Her mon, 
that  defended  upon  ike  mountains  of  Zion , 
where  the  Lord  commanded  the  blejfmg ,  even 
Life  lor  evermore . 

And  as  there  are,  fubflantially,  two  bap¬ 
tifms,  d uterine-  fo  much  the  one  from  the  o- 

j  D 

the;;  fo  likewile,  there  are  two  baptifmal 
lions,  which  agree  with,  and  in  the  mod  ex¬ 
act  and  (inking  manner,-  reprefent  and  {hew 


forth  the  rreat  and  iolem.i  things  thereby 
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fignified — tlie  one  of  which,  in  relation  to  the 
humiliation  and  buffering  of  Chriff,  is,  as  it 
were,  a  fign  from  the  deep  beneath;  and  the 
other,  in  relation  to  his  exaltation  and  sjo- 
ry,  is  a  fign  as  from  heaven  above.  All  the 
figns  and  tokens  of  the  covenant,  have  a 
plain  relation  to  one  Or  both,  of  thefe  dis¬ 
tinct  parts  of  the  divine  will;  and,  confidered 
feparately,  they  are  all  calculated  to  exprefs 
and  fhew  forth,  in  the  mod  instructive  and 
fenfible  manner,  the  different  parts;  and, 
taken  together,  they  exhibit,  in  the  strongest 
and  most  natural  view,  the  whole  of  the  di¬ 
vine  theory.  Ifaiah,  with  the  glorious  truth 
of  Immanuel  in  view,  and  with  evident  re¬ 
gard  to  thefe  states  of  humiliation  and  exal¬ 
tation,  or  to  his  defeending  and  afeending, 
fpake  unto  Ahaz,  faying,  Afk  thee  a  fign  of 
the  Lord  thy  God;  afk  it  either  in  the  depth,  or 
in  the  height  above.  Ifai.  vii.  11.  See  the 
connexion. 

The  first  fign  ot token  of  the  ministration 
of  Ch  rist,  as  from  his  throne  above ;  or  of 
the  ministration  of  the  fpirit  through  righte- 
oufnefs,  was  given  in  the  rainbow ;  and  it 
may  justly  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  clear¬ 
est  tokens  of  the  New  Testament  establifh- 
ment,  which  has  ever  existed.  For  this  is  as 
the  waters  of  Noah  unto  vie:  jar  as  I  have 
fworn,  that  the  waters  of  Noah  fiould  no  mot  c 
go  over  the  earth;  fo  have  I  fworn,  that  l 
would  not,  be  wrath  with  thee,  nor  rebuke  thee, 
lor  the  mountains  fhall  depart,  and  the  hills 
be  removed;  but  my  Aindnefs  Jhall  not  depart 
from  thee ;  neither  jhall  the  covenant  of  my 

A  a  a 


Divine  Theory. 


37° 

peace  be  removed,  faith  the  Lord  that  hath 
mercy  on  thee.  Ifai.  liv.  9,  10.  As  the  wa¬ 
ters  of  Noah,  by  the  word  and  promife  of 
God,  folemnly  ratified  by  the  bow  in  the 
cloud,  were  inferdided  from  ever  again  go¬ 
ing  over  the  earth ;  in  like  manner,  the  tri¬ 
bulations  and  distrefles,  which  are  now  flow¬ 
ing  in  and  deluging  the  church,  fhall  foon 
ebb  away  and  retire  to  the  dark  abyfs — and 
by  the  covenant  of  peace,  and  the  fign  of 
the  Son  of  Man,  which  will  then  appear, 
thefe  great  waters,  like  thofe  of  the  flood, 

O  #  7  5 

fhall  be  bound  in  their  place,  and  fhall  nev¬ 
er,  never  more  return. 

The  rainbow  is  formed  by  the  (bedding 
down,  or  fprinkling  of  rain — when  the  tem¬ 
pestuous  cloud  has  pafied  over,  and  the  fky 
is  in  the  state  of  clearing  up,  in  a  fhort  time 
after  the  ceafing  of  the  great  drops  of  water, 
there  may  be  obferved  to  distill  a  thick,  uni¬ 
form  and  fmall  rain,  very  distinguifhable 
from  the  unequal  and  bustling  drops  that 
had  preceded — which  fill  / mall  rain  is  that 
which  forms  the  bow.  This  kindly  rain  is 
obferved  to  proceed  from  a  frnooth  and 
bright  cloud,  which  is  feparate  from  the 
dark  and  comprelfed  body,  and  is  formed  in 
a  higher  fky;  which  is  fo  nigh  to  it,  howe¬ 
ver.  that  the  fmall  rain  defcending  from  it, 
is  affefled  in  its  courfe  by  the  air  of  the  denfe 
cloud,  until  it  approaches  nearer  the  earth, 
when  it  is  again  governed  by  the  natural 
current  of  the  air.  This  feparate  part,  from 
which  the  fine  and  gentle  ran  diflills,  ap¬ 
pears  fometimes  to  fkirt  the  wdiole  cloud; 
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and  the  circular  manner  of  the  defeending 
of  this  thick  and  fine  rain  which,  from  the 
caufe  in  view,  is  always  convexing  towards 
the  fun,  gives,  as  has  been  obferved,  the  beau- 
tiful  andfublime  phenomenon  ot  the  bow  in 
the  cloud. 

It  appears;  therefore,  that  the  rainbow,  as 
a  token  of  the  e.verlafting  covenant,  is  won¬ 
derfully  expreffive  of  the  grace  of  the  gofpel 
by  the  HolyGhofl;  which,  in  the  manner  of 
the  {bedding  forth,  pouring  out,  or  fprinkling 
of  rain,  or  of  the  blelling  of  the  dew,  defeends 
and  comes  upon  us  from  heaven — and,  as 
being  thus  figniftcant  of  the  miniflration  of 
the  ipirit,  it  may  be  feen  to  have  a  near  re¬ 
lation,  in  the  divine  fyflem,  to  the  ordinance 
of  gofpel  baptifm. 

The  rainbow  is  a  fign  from  heaven — and 
it  exhibits  the  high  arch,  or  the  crowning 
half,  of  that  circle  of  glory,  which  is  contemp¬ 
lated  in  the  divine  will.  The  vifion  of  John 
took  in  the  whole  fphere.  The  rainbow,  in 
the  view  given  there,  was  feen  round  about 
the  throne.  The  throne  of  God  is  fpoken  of, 
as  having  a  back  patt  and  a  face  —  for  being 
in  nature,  as  has  been  fhewn,  of  an  eternal 
frame,  the  feriptures  fpeak  of  it  thus,  as  they 
often  do  of  God  himfelf.  i  his  clifli  nOion 
plainly  intends  the  two  Gates,  according  to 
the  divine  will,  viz.  That  of  the  archangel, 
and  that  of  the  glory  of  the  Son  of  God. — 

Hence  Mofes,  Elijah,  &c,  agreeably  to 
the  archangel  flate  of  the  church,  had  their 
faces  covered,  either  by  the  hand  of  the  Lord, 
pr  by  their  own  mantles  and  vails,  when  thp 
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glory  of  the  Lord  pafled  by  them,  that  they 
ihould  fee  only  his  back  parts.  But  we  all 
with  open  face,  beholding  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
are  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from  glory 
to  glory,  even  as  by  the  fpirit  of  our  God.  I 
am  folemnized  when  I  fee  exhibited  figns 
from  the  deep;  for  I  know  that  thefe  things 
belong  to  the  divine  will;  but  I  tremble, 
when  I  fee  them  millaken  and  fubflituted  for 
gofpel  figns. 

Jefus,  our  Lord,  was  indeed  delivered  for 
our  offences ;  but  he  was  raifed  again  for  ou r 
jollification.  Our  juflification,  whereof  we 
have  a  baptifmal  fign,  relates  to  the  Holy 
Ghofl,  the  holy  quickening  fpirit ;  which  is  giv¬ 
en  to  us  as  a  f  ruit  of  the  exaltation  of  Chriff, 
and  of  that  righteoufnefs,  which  it  was  pro- 
mifed  that  the  heavens  fhould  declare. — 
The  rainbow  round  about  the  throne,  as  it 
enclofed  the  back  parts  as  well  as  the  face 
thereof,  like  the  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire,  was 
a  double  fign — the  Ebal  and  Gerizim,  the 
blelfing  and  the  curbing,  were  both  in  it — and 
it  gave  notices  as  from  the  dark  clouds  ol  the 
fky,  and  the  watery  deep ;  as  well  as  from 
the  gentle  heaven  of  grace.  Hence,  there 
iffued  from  the  throne  in  heaven,  lightnings, 
and  voices,  and  thunderings,  and  an  earth¬ 
quake,  and  great  hail ;  vials  of  wrath,  and 
many  overflowing,  Jordan  waters  ;  "as  well 
as  the  (even  lamps  of  fire  burning,  and  the 
four  and  twenty  harps  tuned  in  concert,  and 
golden  vials  full  of  odours;  and  the  pure 
river  of  the  water  of  life,  clear  as  cryftal ,  the 
fir  earns  whereof Jhall  make  glad  the  city  oj  God . 
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With  fueh  views,  the  Plalmift  exclaimed, 
JuJlice  and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of  thy 
'thy  throne:  Mercy  and  truth  fiall go  before 
thy  face.  Ble/Jed  is  the  people  that  know  the 
joyful  found:  they  fiall  walk ,  0  Lord,  in  the 
light  of  thy  countenance. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  numerous  quesr 
tions  and  di (pules  have  arifen  from  the  caufe 
of  not  clearly  diftinguifhing  fubjefls  which 
relate  to  the  law,  or  the  archangel-ftate  of  the 
church,  from  thofe  which  belong  dillinciiy 
to  the  gofpel.  One  among  thefe,  is  the  dilpute 
about  the  mode  ofbaptifm.  A  confcientious 
brother,  fame  years  fince,  becoming  doubtful 
and  perplexed  concerning  the  mode  o(  bap- 
tifm,  undertook,  with  great  care,  to  let  down, 
on  each  fide,  the  paffages  of  fcripture  which 
feem  to  favour  the  different  modes  o(  im- 
merfion  and  fprinkling;  but  after  much 
fearching  and  labour,  he  found  his  doubts 
and  perplexities  not  in  the  leaf!  relieved ; 
for  his  evidencies,  on  both  fides,  were  juft 
equal.  And  this,  doubtlefs,  is  the  fa£t,  that 
the  fcriptures  do  equally  fpecify,  in  relation 
to  the  church  of  Chrift,  a  baptifm  as  by  im- 
merfion,  and  a  baptifm  by  the  fprinkling  or 
pouring  of  water.  And  the  only  poffible 
means  of  reconciling  the  fcriptures  upon  the 
fubjecl,  and  of  relieving  the  church  from 
this  perplexity,  are  to  be  had  by  a  recurrence 
to  the  doftrine  of  Chrift,  and  clearly  diftin- 
guifhing  what  belongs  to  the  ft  ate  as  under 
the  bond  and  difcipline  of  the  covenant,  from 
what  belongs  to  the  ftate  of  the  gofpel  king¬ 
dom.  That  there  exifls  fuel:  a  diftin£lion  as 
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this,  in  relation  to  the  divine  adminiflrations 
in  the  church,  is  as  evident,  both  from  the 
theory  and  the  fcriptures,  as  that  there  is  a 
heaven  above  and  a  deep  beneath. 

The  Scribes  and  Pharifees  queftioned  with 
Chrift,  peeking  of  him  a  fign  from  heaven , 
tempting  him;  but  he  anfwered,  1  his  is  an 
evil  generation;  they  feek  a  fign,  and  there 
fiall  no  fign  be  given  it,  but  the  fgn  of  Jonas 
the  prophet.  For  as  Jonas  was  a  fign  unto  the 
Ninevites,  fo  Jhall  aifo  the.  Son  of  Man  be  to, 
this  generation.  Woe  unto  them,  to  whom 
no  other  fign  f h a  1 1  be  given,  than  that  of  an 

immerfion,  or  a  burial  in  waters  ! 

*  ■  '  ■  ■ 

Se&ion  13,  The  Ordinances  of  the  Covenant. 

A  conftitution  being  made,  by  the  faith  of 
God,  and  a  charter  given  for  the  new  world  ; 
and  by  his  grace  through  faith,  a  family  or 
fociety  being  ellablilhed  upon  it;  ordinances 
are  inffitutecl  for  the  proper  exercife  and  re¬ 
gulation  of  the  fociety,  agreeably  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  its  effablifhment.  The  ordinances  now 
inffituted,  together  with  thofe  inflituted  be¬ 
fore  and  continued  in  this  adminiffration, 
commonly  called  the  precepts  of  the  fons  of 
Noah,  are  feven,  viz.  the  Sabbath,  Marriage, 
the  Altar  of  Witnefs,  Sacrifice  and  Offering, 
Family  Government,  Abftinence  from  Blood, 
and  Inquifition  for  fhedding  of  the  Blood  of 
Man. 

1  hefe  ordinances  have  the  fame  relation 
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to  the  everla-ing  covenant,  as  riglit  ftatutes 
or  laws  of  civil  adminillrations  have  to  a  ci¬ 
vil  conftitution  And  though  the  breaking  of 
fuch  laws  or  ftatutes  be  an  offence  againff  the 
conftitution,  and  require  punifhment;  yet 
thoufands  may  fo  offend,  and  bring  evil  upon 
themielves,  and  be  even  cut  off  bom  the  fo- 
cietv,  and  the  conftitution  remain  unaffeded, 
'J  hefe  ordinances,  indeed,  may  be  confidered 
diftindly  as  a  covenant  of  grace;  as  obedi¬ 
ence  to  them,  by  the  grace  and  promife  of 
God,  conneds  with  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
bleffings  of  the  redeemed  world;  and  as  dif- 
obedience  not  only  forfeits  the  grace  of  God, 
but  fubjeds  the  offender  to  the  foreft  punilh- 
ment,'  yet,  they  muftbe  carefully  diftinguifh- 
ed  from  the  covenant  conftitution,  which  is 
the  fource  of  all  grace,  as  has  been  confidered 
particularly  in  the  two  laft  fedions. 

The  want  of  clearly  diftinguilhing  the  co¬ 
venant  of  the  ordinances  of  grace,  from  the 
immutable  covenant  conjtilution  of  grace,  has 
led  to  innumerable  errors,  but  they  are  moll 
clearly  diftinguilhable ;  the  one  of  thefe  cove¬ 
nants  exifts  from  everlaftintr,  and  in  its  na- 
ture  is  everlafting;  the  other  ex  ills  in  time, 
and  in  its  nature  is  temporary.  The  parties 
of  the  one  are  God  andChrifl;  the  parties  ot 
the  other  are  Chrill  and  men.  The  one  can¬ 
not  be  broken,  changed,  or  in  the  lead  vari¬ 
ed,  for  with  either  party  there  is  no  varia- 
blenefs  nor  fhadow  of  turning:  the  other 
m  >v  be  broken,  as  one  party  is  the  mutable 
creature,  and  it  requires  to  be  varied  and 
changed,  as  all  ftatutes  and  laws  of  ad- 
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miniftration  do,  with  the  various  dates  and 
difpenfations  of  a  changing  world.  In  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  one,  the  reward  of  obedience  is 
reckoned  of  debt;  but  of  the  other,  it  is 
grace ;  for  the  condition  of  the  one  was  the 
manifedation  of  God,  even  the  Father;  but 
the  condition  of  the  other  is  merely  the  ma- 
frifedation  of  good  will  to  the  great  under¬ 
taking,  and  ofpleafurein  the  work.  Befides 
thefe,  they  are  didinguifhable,  the  one  from 
the  other,  in  a  great  variety  of  views. 

The  didintfion  lad  noticed,  leads  to  the  ob- 
fervation,thatall  thefe  ordinances  carry  us  to 
the  fubfiance  of  things  hoped  for,  the  eternal 
fource  of  grace.  The  ordinance  of  the  fab- 
bath  is  the  fign  or  memorial  of  tire  red  of 
God;  which,  in  fubdance,  is  the  red  Ohrid 
entered  into,  when,  having  finilhed  his  cove¬ 
nant-work,  he  fat  down  at  the  right  hand  of 
God.  See  Heb.  4th  chapter.  Marriage,  as  we 
are  taught  by  the  apoille,  leads  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Ohrid,  and  alfids  to  the  difcovery  of 
tire  nature  of  the  e  ernal  covenant  principle* 
Eph.  v.  32.  The  altar  of  witnefs  records  in 
earth,  the  name  and  truth  of  God  recorded 
in  heaven.  Sacrifice  and  offering  fets  forth 
before  our  eyes,  the  gift  of  Ohrid*  and  the 
blood  of  the  everlafling  covenant.  CEcume- 
nical  government,  as  appointed  by  God,  ex¬ 
hibits  on  earth  the  form  of  the  adminidra- 
tion  of  heaven;  under  this  government  is 
leen,  in  a  pattern,  the  order  of  the  family  of 
God,  the  arrangement  of  the  houfehold  of 
faith,  and  the  direction  of  the  commonwealth 
oi  Ifrael.  And  the  two  ordinances  refpecling 
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jblood,  its  being  prohibited  from  common 
life,  and  blood  being  required  for  the  1! red¬ 
ding  of  the  blood  of  man,  and  nothing  but 
the  blood  of  him  that  Iheddeth  it  to  be  ac¬ 
cepted;  which  is,  doubtlefs,  to  be  under¬ 
flood,  that  the  blood  of, man  fhould  not  be 
filed,  but  for  the  blood  of  man.  Thefe  ordi¬ 
nances,  I  fay,  are  evidently  defigrsed  to  point 
out  the  precjoufnefs  of  the  blood  of  atone- 
pient.  By, this  relation  of  the  ordinances  to 
the  everlafiing  covenant,  it  appears  that  they 
are  all  of  a  facred  nature. 

And  as  the  ordinances  are  the  vehicle  of 
the  exhibition  of  Olirifi  in  the  world,  the)’ 
can  ceafe  only  with  day  and  night,  or  with 
the  final  clofe  of  every  difpenfation.  They 
can  no  more  fail  of  fupport,  or  of  being  ad- 
miniftered  in  the  world,  than  the  engage¬ 
ment  and  truth  of  God,  that  Chrifi:  (hall  be 
exhibited,  can  fail.  However  generally  infir 
delity  may  abound,  and  men  may  negleci  and 
tranforefs  the  ordinances;  and  whatever  evil 
and  vengeance  {hall  come  upon  this  ungod- 
ly  world  on  that  account,  we  may  be  lure 
that  fomcwhere  in  the  world,  in  fome  cor¬ 
ner,  cave  or  wildernefs.  or  in  the  lonely  houfe 
of  the  poor  widow  of  fome  obfcure  Sarepta, 
the  truth  of  God  will  have  eTetl,  and  faith 
will  be  inviolably  preferred,  and  a  remnant 
fhall  be  faved.  And  though  the  ordinances, 
as  to  their  fafhion,  do  neceifarilv  change  with 
the  leveral  difpenfations  or  exhibitions  of 
Chrifi,  as  contemplated  in  the  theory,  flilfi, 
the  doflrine  held  up  in  them  being  Chrifi, 
the  fanis  ye  tier  day,  and  to-day.  ani  for  ever. 
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they  are  in  fubftance  ever  the  fame.  Hence  it 
is  manifest,  that  the  order  of  the  priesthood 
of  Melchifedec,  being  founded  in  the  law  of 
this  altar,  is  unchangeable,  univerfal,  and 
perpetual. 

Some  brief  remarks,  as  we  have  paffed  a« 
long,  have  been  made  upon  the  foiemn  na¬ 
ture  of  thefe  ordinances;  it  may  be  proper, 
however,  in  this  place,  to  notice  more  parti¬ 
cularly  that  refpefiting  murder;  which,  after 
the  deluge,  was  the  most  deeply  impreffed  by 
.the  divine  declarations  that  accompanied  the 
ratification  of  the  covenant.  And furely  your 
blood  of  your  lives  will  1  require:  at  the  hard 
of  every  bead  will  I  require  it,  and  at  the  hand 
of  man:  at  the  hand  of  every  mans  bro¬ 
ther  will  1  require  the  life  of  man.  Whofojhed- 
deth  man's  blood,  by  man J hall  his  blood  bejhed: 
for  in  the  image  of  Goa  made  he  man.  Gen. 
ix.  tj,  6. — This  most  foiemn  injunction,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  is  the  origin  of  that  law  and  tra¬ 
dition  o {  the  Avenger  of  Blood,  which  has  ex¬ 
isted  immemorially  among  ail  the  tribes  and 
nations- of  the  world. 

In  the  natural  state  of  fociety,  which  is,  as 
it  were,  the  family  state,  the  avenger  is  the 
brother  of  the  {lain,  or  forne  one  of  his  near¬ 
est  connexion  ;  and  lie  is  bound  to  exaft  the 
forfeiture,  upon  the  high  penalty  of  the  blood 
{bed  being  imp'uted  to  himfelf;  but  in  the 
state  of  civil  fociety,- this  foiemn  and  most 
fndifpen  fable  obligation  devolves  upon  the 
magistrate,  or  upon  the  country  in  its  organ¬ 
ized  state,  in  whatever  form  it  may  be  embo¬ 
died;  the  magistrate  or  country  fo  orgatitz- 
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cd,  in  this  state  of  fociety,  is  the  brother  of 
the  {lain,  and  the  avenger  of  blood,  and  is  io- 
letnnly  bound  to  make  the  inquiiition,  lest 
the  penalty  of  blood,  by  the  Judge  ot  all  the 
earth,  be  exacted  upon  the  whole  communi¬ 
ty.  God,  the  judge  of  all,  was  pleated  to 
take  upon  himtelf  this  charge  of  making  in* 
quifition  for  blood  with  the  greatest  folemn- 
jty,  as  it  were,  with  an  oath,  faying.  And  lure- 
]y  your  blood  of  your  lives  will  1  require. 

A  man’s  life  is  moll  dear  to  him,  and  when 
taken  away  it  cannot  be  rcdored,  and  the  lofs 
of  life  to  him  cannot,  be  recompenfed  by  man ; 
but  it  is  obferved,  that  a  Hill  higher  reafon  is 
alltened  by  God  for  his  making  the  blood  ot 
man  facred,  and  for  his  fetting  fuch  a  folemn 
and  fearful  guard  over  it,  viz.  For  in  Lie  im- 
Ufre  of  God  made  he  man.  Man,  at  hrtl,  as  has 
been  largely  confidered,  was  m&de  under  a 
covenant,  which  put  a  fearful  and  wonder¬ 
ful  folemnity  upon  his  character;  he  was  af- 
fociated  with  the  Lord  of  Creation  in  his  do¬ 
minion  and  government;  and,  by  tuttaining 
this  myttenous  relation  to  the  eternal  pui- 
pofe  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus.,  he  was  fo  eleva¬ 
ted,  and  crowned  with  glory  and  honor,  that 
the' glory  and  honor  of  his  Maker  became 
Connected,  concerned,  and  deeply  interelted 
in  his  prefervation  and  well-being. 

The  reafon  here  aUigned  for  God’s  taking 
fuch  an  intereii  and  care  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  life  of  man ,becaufe  he  was  made  in  the 
image  of  God,  is  of  the  fame  import  with  that 
glorious  declaration,  fo  often  repeated,  that 
regards  and  infinite  layers  shewn  to  man. 
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are  all  expreffed  for  his  own  name’s  fake.  Q 
the  riches  of  wifdom  and  glory  which,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world,  have  been’hid  in 
God,  who  created  all  things  by  Jefus  ChriJlB 
When  God  thus  placed  man  upon  the 
bench  of  this  high  court  of  inquifition  for 
the  blood  of  man,  and  committed  to  him; 
according  to  his  holy  ordinance,  the  power 
Oi  life  and  death,  another  intimation  was  giv¬ 
en  of  his  being  dediqed  to  the  glory  of  the 
kingdom  of  Chrid,  in  his  dominion  and  pow¬ 
er  over  all  flefh ;  and  that  affociafed  with  the 
appointed  judge,  he  is  to  appear  in  that  ad- 
mimllration,  and  afct  a  part  with  him  in  the 

moll  folemn  decisions  of  the  great  day. _ 

From  fuch  plain  documents  as  thefe,  the 
apoflle  to  the  Corinthians,  fays,  Bo 'ye  not 
know  that  the  faints  JhalL  judge  the  world? 
and  ij  the  world  Jhall  be  judged  by  you,  are  ye 
unworthy  to  judge  tliefmallejl  matters ?  Know 
ye  not  that  we  /hall  judge  angels?. 

Another  reafoh  may  be  noticed,  of  the  pe¬ 
culiar  concern  foewn  by  the  Lord  of  fabba- 
oth  in  this  matter  refpeQing innocent  blood; 
for  as  he  was  himfelf  coming  into  the  world  - 
to  fuffer  and  die  by  wicked  hands;  and  as 
thoufands  of  his  faints  would  be  perfecuted 
unto  the  death  for  his  fake;  it  was  his  own 
caule — a  matter  the  mod  tender  to  him  in 
relation  to  his  own  foul,  and  to  the  fouls  of 
his  people  that  were  precious  and  tender  to 
him  as  the  apple  of  his  eye.  Ah  !  how  hea¬ 
vy  is  the  guilt  of  blood  ;  and  how  forceably 
does  vengeance  purfu'e  the  murderer,  that  he 
fhould  not  be  buffered  to  live!  A  man  that' 
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doth  violence  to  the  blood  of  any  perfon  Jhall 

dee  to  the  pit ,  let  no  man  flay  him.  i 

•-  Though  fome  cafes  have  been  particularly' 
exempted,  by  the  fovereign  Lord  of  life,  from 
the  operation  of  this  inquifition  of  blood;  yet 
they  muii  not  be  fuppofed  to  effect  the  ge¬ 
neral  law — the  cale  of  David  is  one  but 
though  the  prophet,  by  the  authority  of  the 
Higheft,  faid  to  him,  when  he  had  confeffed 
that  he  had Jinned  again fl  the  Lord-,  and  to 
fin  againft  the  Lord  is  death — 1  he  l  ord  hath 
caujed  thy  Jin  to  pafs  over;  thou [Halt  not  die 

_ yet  it  may  fcarcely  be  conhdered  as  an 

exemption,  when  he  was  four-folded  in  blood, 
and  the  forfeiture  was  required  in  one,  and 
another,  and  another,  and .f  ill  another  ol  his 
children;  and  the  unlheathed  fword  was  ne¬ 
ver  to  depart  from  his  houfe.  In  like  man¬ 
ner  alfo,  fome  of  the  betrayers  and  erucihers 
of  the  Prince  of  life,  when  they  were  pricked 
in  the  heart,  and  crying,  what  (ha  11  we  do? 
were  faved  by  fovereign  mercy,  and  the  fin 
and  blood-guiltinefs  paffed  over  them  ;  but. 

Oh!  how  fearfully  did  it  fall  upon  their 
children,  and  upon  their  city  ;  and,  being  a 
public  aft,  how  widely,  how  heavily,  and 
how  lajlingly  was  the  wraLh  poured  out  up¬ 
on  the  whole  nation  ? 

From  the  word  of  God,  as  well  as  from 
obfervation  upon  the  ways  of  providence, 
confidering  the  fubjeCl  upon  a  large  fcale, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  will  go  well  or 
ill  with  individuals,  families,  focieties,  and 
nations  ;  -and  finally,  with  the  whole  world; 
as  they  fhall  obfeive  to  keep  and  obey,  or 
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(hail  difregard  and  tranfgrefs  thefe  mofl  wife, 
benevolent,  and  facred  ordinances.  That 
they  are  of  univerfal  extent,  and  binding  up¬ 
on  ail  men  under  every  difpenfation,  is  ap¬ 
parent  not  only  from  their  general  nature, 
and  from  their  being  delivered  to  Noah  and 
his  fons,  Handing  at  the  head  of  the  whole 
family  of  man ;  but  alfo,  from  the  manifelt 
reference  to  them  in  the  letter  of  the  a pofiles 
to  the  converted  Gentiles ;  whp,  agreeably 
to  the  mind  of  the  Holy  GhoR,  required  of 
th  era  no  more  than  thefe  necejfary  things, viz. 
that  they  (hould  abflain  from  all  pollutions  of 
idols,  and  from  fornication,  and  from  things 
Jlrangled,  and  from  blood. 

The  final  and  moR  dreadful  cataRrophe, 
which  is  expended  to  come  upon  the  world, 
will  not  take  place  until  after  there  be  an 
apoRacy,  a  departure  from  and  violation  of 
this  covenant  of  the  ordi nancies,  fo  general 
snd  overfpreading,  that  the  whole  head  be¬ 
comes  Jick,  and  the  whole  heart  faint.  The 
prophet,  in  behalf  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  the 
great  Judge,  alfigned  exprbfsly  this  reafon  for 
the  folemn  and  awful  event :  Behold,  the  Lord 
Tii'ik.elh  the  earth  empty ,  and  maketh  it  wajte, 
and  turneth  it  uhfide  down,  and  fcattereth  a- 
o  road  the  inhabitants  thereof.  And  it Jhall  be, 
ns  with  the  people,  fo  with  the  pmcjl ;  as  with 
the  fervant,  fo  with  his  majler ;  as  with  the 
maid,  fo  with  her  mijlrefs  ;  as  with  the  buyer , 
Jo  with  the  feller  ;  as  with  the.  lender,  fo  with 
the  borrower  ;  as  with  the  taker  of  u fury,  fo 


v  ifh  the  giver  of  ufury  to  him.  The  landfhall 
be  utterly  emptied,  and  utterly f foiled :  for  the 
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Lord  hath fpoken  this  word.  The  earth  mourn - 
eth  and  fadeth  away,  the  world  languifhcta 
and  fadeth  away ;  the  haughty  people  of  the 
earth  do  languifk.  The  earth  a/fo  is  defiled 
Under  the  inhabitants  ther  eof  .*  becaufe  tney 
have  tranlgrelfed  the  laws,  changed  the  or¬ 
dinances,  broken  theeverlaffing  covenant.— 
Therefore  hath  the  curfe  devoured  the  earth , 
and  they  that  dwell  therein  are  de folate :  t  here¬ 
fore  the  inhabitants  of  the  carta  are  burned , 
and  few  men  left.  Ilai.  xxiv.  1  6.— It  is 

plain  that  the  laws,  ordinances,  &c.  referred 
to  in  this  paflage,  are  thofe  great  principles 
laid  down  in  this  early  elfablilhment— and 
that  they  refpett  mankind  univerfally. 

The  importance  of  theordtnances  come  in¬ 
to  view’  in  every  ftate  and  condition  in  which 
men  are  placed  in  the  world;  for,  as  in  tnem 
is  the  knowledge  of  Chnlf,  they  are  the  bond 
of  union,  or  bar  of  reparation,  and  ma;k  the 
line  of  grace  and  dilgrace  between  Chrilt  and 
inen;  they  are  the  unalterable  iule  whereby 
they  who  keep  them,  are  made  ot  Goo  par-  , 
takers  of  the  divine  virtue,  and  of  the  prom- 
ifes  in  Chrilt  jefus;  and  they  who  keep  them 
not,  are  doomed  to  fuffer  the  eternal  judg¬ 
ment.  In  relation  to  the  ordinances  of  the 
covenant,  as  they  contain  the  evidence  of 
things  not  feen,  we  are  faid  to fand  by  faith; 
keeping  them,  with  a  regard  to  the  truth  of 
which  they  are  the  vehicle,  is  fidelity  or 
keeping  faith:  and  neglebiing  or  breaking 
fn'g  them,  is  infidelity  or  breaking  faith,  i  he 
ordinances,  alio,  are  the  vihble  badge  ol 
grace,  and  with  refpect  to  them  wholly,  in 


( 


384  Divine  Theory! 

their  connexion  with  the  divine  will,  men  ar% 
charaflerized  believers  or  unbelievers;  and 
in  them  is  let  before  us  good  and  evil,  life 
and  death,  blefling  and  cuffing.  Moreover, 
the  ordinances  of  the  word  of  God,  exhibit^ 
ing  the  dofirine  of  Chrift,  are  the  only  bond 
of  union  among  men,  which,  in  a  llriff  fenfe, 
is  ol  God,  and  which  he  will  own  and  blels  ; 
and  every  other  principle  of  fociety,  and  all 
that  is  done  upon  any  other  ground  than  that 
of  the  ordinances,  to  unite  and  bind  men  to- 
gether,  is  in  its  nature  oppofition ,  to  Chrift, 
and  mull  ultimately  fail  of  fuccefs. 

Bv  the  infpired  apollles  and  prophets,  we 
are  informed,  that  in  the  iall  days'  theordinan- 
ces  will  be  mod  daringly  violated  ;  and  they  in- 
ftance,efpecialiy,  inrelation  tothofetwo  of  the 
inquilition  for  blood,  and  the  inftituted  gov¬ 
ernment.  Great  Babylon,  which  will  then  be 
the  metropolis  of  the  world,  and  the  principle 
feat  of  government,  will  be  filled,  and,  as  it 
were,  drunken  with  innocent  blood;  and  the 
hand  of  the  brother,  the  matjiftrate,  or  fove-^ 
reign  people,  will  either  be  flack,  or  tied 
down  by  defpotic  chains,  and  inquifition  will 
fail;  whilfl  the  earth  will  drink  in  blood  free¬ 
ly  as  the  rain,  and  clofing  it  up  within  her 
regions  ot  forgetfulnefs,  will  wipe  her  mouth 
like  the  harlot;  until  the  piercing  cry  have 
reached  unto  heaven,  and  come  up very  great 
before  the  Lord,  and  he  be  moved,  by  his 
own  truth,  and  his  molt  folemn  declaration, 
•Surely  your  blood  of  your  lives  will  l  require, , 
to  appear  and  make  the  inquilition  horde  If, 
For,  behold,  the  Lord  conicth  out  of  his  place. 
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to  punifh  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  for  their 
iniquity:  the  earth  aJfo /hall difclofe her  blood, 
and  /hall  no  more  cover  her  /lain.  I  fai.  xxvi. 
21. — The  mighty  God,  even  the  Lord  hathfpo- 
ken,  and  called  the  earth  from  the  rifng  of  the 
fan, unto  the  going  down  thereof.  Onto/  Zion, 
the  perfedhon  of  beauty,  God  hath  faded.  Our 
God  /hall  come,  and  /hall  not  keep  f  fence  :  a 
■fire  /hall  devour  before  him,  and  it  /hall  be  ve - 
ry  tempe/luous  round  about  him,  Hcfidll  cal l 
to  the  heavens  from  above,  and  to  the  earth. 


■jhatt  declare  his  righteoufhefs :  for  God  is 
judge  Hirkfelf.  Pfal.  1.  1 — 6. — And  the  great 
city  was , divided  into  three  parts,  and  the  ci¬ 
ties  of  the  nation’s  fell:  and  great  Babylon 
came  in  remembrance  before  God,  to  give 
unto  her  the  cup  of  the  wine  of  the  fiercenefs 
of  his  wrath.  And  every  if  and. fed  away,  and 
the  mountains  were  not  found.  Rev.  xvL  ig, 

26.  .  j,  ,  . 

This  know  alfo,  that  in  Vie  lafi  days  perilous 
limes  /hall  come.  For  men  f  all  be  lovers  of 
their  owri  felves, covetous,  ’bo afters,  proud,  blaf- 
phnners,  difofiedient  to  parents,  unthankful , 
unholy,  without  natural  alfe&ion, truce  break  ¬ 
ers,  falfe  accufers,  incontinent,  fierce,  defpif- 
ers  of  thofe  that  are  good,  traitors,  heady, 
high-minded,  lovers  of  pleafure  more  than  lov¬ 
ers  of  God;  having  a  form  of  god  1 1  nets,  but 
denying  the  power  thereof . .  2  Tim.  111.  1 — g. — < 
But  chiefly  than  that  walk  after  the  flejh  in  the 
tuf  s  of  unckdnefs,  afid  defptfe  government; 
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presumptuous  are  they ,  Jelf  willed,  they  are  not 
afraid  to  fpcak  evil  of  dignities.  2  Pet.ii.  10. 
— - Likewije  alfo  thefe  filthy  dreamers  defile  the 
fieflp  defpife  dominion,  and  fpcak  evil  ofi dig- 
nines.  Jude  8th  verfe.  In  thefe  perilous  times 
the  bonds  of  parental,  filial  and  fraternal  du¬ 
ty  will  be  broken — the  ftrongeft  bonds  of  na¬ 
tural  affeftion  will  be  burft  afunder,  and  men 
will  aft  unrefirained  like  natural  brute 
beast  s. — —But  unto  the  wicked  God  faith , 
What  haft  thou  to  do  to  declare  my  faiutes ,  or 
that  thou  fleouldejl  take  my  covenant  in  thy 
mouth ?  Seeing  thou  hatefi  inftruSlion ,  andcajl- 
eft  my  words  behind  thee .  When  thou  fiawejt  a 
thief ,  then  thou  con fentc deft  with  him ,  and  haft 
been  partaker  with  adulterers .  Ihougivfl  thy 
mouth  to  evil ,  and  thy  tongue fir ameth  deceit * 
Thou  fittefi  and  fipeakefi  evil  a  gain  ft  thy  bro¬ 
ther  ;  thou  flandereft  thine  own  mother’s  fon, 
Thefe  i kings  haft  thou  done ,  and  I  kept  filence: 
thou  t bought efi  that  I  was  altogether  fuck  an  ond 
as  thyfielj :  hut  I  will  reprove  thee ,  and  fit  them 
m  order  before  thine  eyes.  Now  confider  this,  ye 
that  forget  God ,  I efi  I  tear  you  in  pieces ,  and 
there  he  none  to  deliver %  Pfah  I.  1 6 — 22. — Thy 
princes  are  rebellious ,  and  companions  of  thieves: 
every  one  loveth  gifts ,  and  followeth  after  re¬ 
wards :  they  judge  not  the  fatherlefis ,  neither 
doth  the  caufie  of  the  widow  come  unto  them . 
'Theref  ore  faith  the  Lord ,  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  the 
Mighty  One  of  lj'raef  Ah ,  1  will  eaje  me  of 
mine  adverfiaries,  and  avenge  me  of  mine  ene¬ 
mies.  Ifai.  i.  23,  24. — ' The  good  man  is  pertjh - 
ed  out  of  the  earth:  and  there  is  none  upright 
among  men  :  they  ail  he  in  wait  for  blood :  they 
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hunt  every  man  his  brother  with  a  net.  i  hat 
they  may  do  evil  with  both  hands  earnejlly ,  the 
prince  ajketh ,  and  the  judge  afketh  for  a  reward.' 
and  the  great  man  he  uttereth  his  mifbievous 
dejire'.  jo  they  wrap  it  up.  I  he  be)l  of  them  is  a 
briar :  the  mojl  upright  is  far  per  than  a  thorn- 
hedge:  the  day  of  thy  watchmen  and  thy  vifta- 
t ion  cometh  j  now fall  be  their  perplexity.  1  'rufl 
ye  not  in  a  friend,  put  ye  not  confidence  m  a 
guide:  keep  the  doors  of  thy  mouth  from  her  that 
lieth  in  thy  bofom.  dor  the  fon  difhonoreth 
the  father,  the  daughter  rifeth  up  againft  her 
mother,  the  daughter-in-law  againft  her  mo¬ 
ther-in  law;  a  man’s  enemies  are  the  men  of 
his  own  houfe.  Micah  vii.  ?. — 6. — Now  the 
brother  (hall  betray  the  brot  her  to  death,  and 
the  father  the  fon  :  and  children  (hall  rile  up 
againft  their  parents,  and  (hall  cau(e  them  to 
be  put  to  death.  And  ye  fall  be  hated  of  ail 
men  for  my  name’s  fake-,  but  he  that  fall  en¬ 
dure  to  the  end  the  Jame  fall  be  J'aved .  Mark 
xiii.  12,  13. 

The  laft  attempt  that  will  be  made  to  turn 
this  ftrong  and  overflowing  current  of  apol- 
tacy,  if  poftible,  to  have  the  world  from  the 
impending  curf'e,  will  be  to  turn  the  heart  of 
the  fathers  to  the  children,  and  the  heart  of  the 
chharen  to  their  fathers.  The  angel-man,  the 
me [fenger  of  the  covenant,  will  now  vifit  the 
earth,  as  the  angels  afore  time  went  to  So¬ 
dom;  but,  inftead  of  effecting  a  reformation, 
generally,  it  appears,  that  this  kind  and  moft 
gracious  attempt  will  but  en flame  the  brutal 
pafiions,  which  now  have  the  command,  and 
jai(e  the  wrath  of  men  into  a  furious  burbot 
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madnefs.  Some  few,  indeed,  like  Lot,  will 
open  the  hofpitable  door  to  the  heavenly’ 
meffenger.  The  covenant  people,  at  that  mo¬ 
ment,  will  be  (hatched  as  a  brand  from  the 
burning  flame. 

But,  even  among  the  families  of  the  righ¬ 
teous,  there  will  be  many  ions  in  law,  who 
will  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  call  to  feparate 
themfelves  from  an  untoward  generation,  and. 
to  haften  their  efcape  from  the  fiery  deluge, 
now  no  longer  lingering;  fo,  that  in  this  laft 
extremity,  there  will  not  be  found  the  five 
righteous  in  the  city,  that  it  might  not  be  de¬ 
stroyed  for  their  fakes !  When  the  Son  of  Man 
comrtb, Jhall  he  find  faith  on  the  earth ?  Alas  i 
it  is  manifell  from  the  fcriptures,  that  this 
final  overture  of  mercy,  like  that  towards  So¬ 
dom,  will  be  but  too  unfuccefsful. 

1  *  t  '  't.  4  <  .  ^  1  r  K  . 


CHAPTER  IV. 

. 


OF  BABEL,  ZION,  AND  BABYLON,  THE. 

GLORY  OF  KINGDOMS. 

*.  1  1  ‘  •*  «  *  1 


Section  i.  The  Confufion  of  Tongues. 

The  covenant  of  the  ordinances  of  grace, 
in  the  new  efiablifhment,  had  been  publicly 
violated  as  to  the  leading  article  of  the  infti- 
tuted  government,  in  the  conduft  of  Ham  to- 
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\vards  Noah  his  Father ;  of  which  conduft 
Noah  himfelf  gave  the  unhappy  occafion 
but  nothing  was  attempted,  as  to  a  change  of 
the  form  of  fociety,  and  the  fetting  up  of  any 
human  invention  or  policy,  until  the  time  of 
Nimrod,  one  of  the  pofterity  of  Ham,  when 
a  general  rebellion  broke  out  againft  the  di¬ 
vine  adminiflration.  *  From  his  bearing  this 
name,  which  hgnifies  a  rebel;  and  its  being 
faid  that  the  beginning  of  his  kingdom  was 
Babel;  it  may  be  concluded, that  Nimrod  was 
at  the  head,,  and  was  the  principal  mover  and 
agent  in  this  bufinefs. 

It  is  more  than  probable,  that  the  whole 
family  of  Ham  were  involved  in  the  guilt  of 
his  tranfgrefiion — they  {hared  with  him,  no 
doubt,  in  the  fame  fpirit  of  unbelief,  if  not  in 
the  overt  aft — and  that  Nimrod  and  others, 
feeling  themfelves  implicated  with  Canaan, 
at  lea'll  in  the  difhonour  of  the  curfe  of  fervi- 
tude  to  Shem,  and  to  Japheth  dwelling  in  the 
tents  of  Shem ;  which  tents  have  been  un- 
derftood  to  mean  the  divine  ordinances — 
they  were,  hence,  by  their  unhumbled  hearts, 
led  to  determine  boldly  upon  the  trial,  which 
fhould  be  emprefs  of  the  world,  a  Jabric  of 
their  own  contriving;  railed  to  the  heavens; 
or  the  commonwealth  formed  by  the  lowly 
and  defpifed  tents  of  Shem. 

Heth  was  a  contemporary  with  Nimrod, 
and  was  his  coufin-german ;  and  from  his 
name  being  taken,  generally,  for  the  name 
of  his  party,  it  may  be  concluded,  that  he  al- 
fo  was  a  principal  in  this  undertaking.  Re- 
bekah,  complaining  to  Ifaac  ofEfau,  that  he 
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had  taken  him  wives  out  of  the  Hebrew  fa*? 
mily,  faid,  7  am  weary  of  my  life,  becaufe  of 
the  daughters  of  Helh :  if  Jacob  take  a  wife 
of  the  daughters  of  Hethffuch  as  thefe  which 
are  of  the  daughters  of  the  land,  what  good 
fiail  my  life  do  me?  Gen.  xxvii.  46. —  And 
Balaam  prophefying  of  the  final  overthrow 
of  thefe  citizens,  appears  to  ufe  this  as  a  com¬ 
mon  name  for  the  men  who  thus  depart  from 
God.  There  fhall  come  a  far  out  of  Jacob, 
and  a  feeptre fhall  rife  out  of  Ifrael,  and  fhall 
fmite  the  corners  of  Moab,  and.  unwall  all  the 
children  of  Sheth.  And  Edom  jhallbe  a  pos- 
feffon,  Sier  alfo  fhall  be  a  poffrffion  for  his  ene¬ 
mies,  and  Ifrael  /hall  do  valiantly.  Out  of  Ja¬ 
cob  fall  come  he  that  fhall  have  dominion,  and 
fhall  deflroy  him  that  remaineth  of  the  city, 
Num.  xxiv.  17 — 19.  The  word  for  nations, 
in  the  ancient  languages,  is  evidently  derived 
from  this  name  of  Heth  ;  and,  probably,  the 
Englifh  word,  heathen,  has  the  fame  deriva¬ 
tion.  To  execute  fuch  a  policy,  as  was  now  de- 
figned,  requires  both  a  council  and  an  army, 
It  may  be  thought,  that  Heth  was  the  coun¬ 
cilor  and  advifer  in  this  daring  and  adven¬ 
turous  projeft ;  and  that  Nimrod  was  the  ex¬ 
ecutor,  and  flood  to  arms. 

And  fir fl,  a  movement  is  made,  collefting 
together  a  body  of  men,  who  falling  upon  a 
ground  favourable  to  their  purpofe,  and  find¬ 
ing  tnemfelves  in  fufficient  force  to  keep  it ; 
v/hich,  by  the  name  given  to  it,  Shinar,  Spoil, 
feems  to  intimate,  that  they  had  already  ex- 
ercifed  fome  hoftil i ties  towards  thole  who 
would  not  follow  them — the  new  political 
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doftrine,  in  which  one  and  all  mult  engage, 
was  difclofed,  viz.  That  a  city  lhould  there 
be  builded,  in  a  ft  vie  the  mod  magnificent 
and  fuperb — worthy  of  being  the  capital  of 
the  world — and  {lengthened  by  a  fortrejs 
which  fhould  be  very  high — and  that  a  name , 
or  law,  *  fhould  alfo  be  made,  and  attached 
to  it,  of  fuch  energy  and  eftefl  as  lhould  in¬ 
fluence  the  whole  world,  and  bind  together 
in  one  body,  of  a  political  and  human  frame, 
the  whole  race  of  men. 

This  was  the  mod  perfefl  policy,  the  pro- 
foundeft  invention  of  man— it  difcovered  the 
deepeftinfpeftion  into  the  motivesand  fprings 
of  the  human  mind;  and  it  could  not  fail  of 
engaging  the  whole  natural  heart.  It  favour¬ 
ed  every  natural  bent  of  the  foul,  pleafure, 
opulence,  grandeur — the  luff  of  the  flefh,  the 
lull  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life — it  che- 
rifhed  every  fpark  of  the  love  of  the  world, 
and  of  the  things  that  are  in  the  world — all 
was  here  embraced  that  the  heart  could  wiflr 
— whereas  the  divine  inftitution  was  defign- 
ed,  and  was  every  way  calculated,  to  reftrain 
the  natural  paffions — to  govern  and  control 
all  thefe  deli  res  of  the  flefh — and  to  mortify 
the  things  of  time  and  fenfe  to  men,  and  men 
to  them.  No  wonder  then,  that  this  refolu- 
tion  was  fo  generally  and  fo  heartily  adopt¬ 
ed  ;  and  that,  no  (boner  was  it  moved,  than 
all  hands  were  up;  and  go  to,  go  to,  was  the 
order  of  the  day. 

But,  though  hand  join  in  hand,  the  wot!  - 

*  Qvoue,  in  the  Greek. 
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crs  of  iniquity  (hall  be  confounded.  TJiC 
Lord  came  down  to  Jee  the  city  and  the  tawer\ 
which  the  tons  of  men  buildcd.  And  the  Lord 
faid,  Behold  a  people  one,  and  one  language  of 
all’,  and  this  they  begin  to  do:  dnd  now  no¬ 
thing  [hall  be  retrained  from  them,  which  they 
have  imagined  to  do.  Go  to,  let  us  go  down j 
and  there  confound  the  language ,  that  they 
may  not  under  [and  one  another s  fpeech.  So 
the  Lord  fc  ait  ere  d  them  abroad,  from  thence 
upon  the  face  of  all  the  earth :  and  they  left  off 
to  build  the  city  and  the  fortrefs,  .  1  her ej ore 
the  name  of  it  is  called  Babel ;  becaufe  the, 
Lord  did  there  confound  the  language  of  ail 
the  earth :  and from  thence  did  the  Lord fal¬ 
ter  than  abroad  upon  the  face  cf  all  the  earth . 

How  delufive  is  the  wild of  n  of  men! — - 
Flieir  firft  and  moft  promifing  attempt,  to 
band  together  on  political  ground,  divided 
the  world ;  and  from  that  to  the  prefent 
time,  every  new  attempt  of  this  nature,  has 
given  birth  to  another  Peleg.  And  ihould 
it  be  attempted  on  thefe  fhores,  with  a  pre¬ 
vailing  content,  to  form  a  compact  and  na¬ 
tional  character,  by  means  of  cities,  towers* 
armies,  arid  names  ;  or  by  any  means  what¬ 
ever,  other  than  thofe  great  covenant  princi¬ 
ples,  ex  p  refs  I  y  ordained  of  God;  another 
inch  name — another  Peleg— will  ftiil  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  catalogue — for  from  thence,  Arne 
nca  will  be  divi 


That  the  builders  of  Babel  were  climbing 
tip  to  heaven,  through  fear  of  another  de¬ 
luge;  for  which  reafon  the  Lord  frowned 

and  many  fuch  like  tales  have 


upon  them 
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been  invented  to  conceal  the  folemn  truth, 
that  the  divine  ordinances  exhibiting  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Chrift,  the  infinite  wifdom  and  pow¬ 
er  of  God,  are  the  only  bond  of  union  among 
men,  that  is  plead ng  to  him  ;  and  that  every 
.  thing  that  is  done  to  unite  and  bind  men  to¬ 
gether  upon  any  other  ground,  will  fooner  or 
later  meet  with  his  difpleafure,  and  will  be 
overthrown,  together  with  its  projectors. 

Retrained  thus,  men  debited  from  this 
'crowning  objeCl  of  their  defires — but  they 
repented  not — the  object  was  ftill  dear  to 
them — and  difperfing  abroad,  each  family 
or  tribe  carried  away  with  them  deep  im- 
preffions  of  it  upon  their  minds;  and  fetting 
down  in  diftincl  focieties,  the  lame  policy  as 
to.  its  nature  and  defign,  more  or  lefs  perfect 
as  circunt fiances  favoured,  was  every  where 
adopted. 

- *  — . . — 

r  .  1  .  }  *  t  >  •*  ; 

Seclion  2,  The  Settlement  of  the  Nations. 

From  the  people  who  had  been  engaged 
in  this  fatal  work,  in  the  land  of.Shinar, 
hence  called  Babylon,  went  Afhur,  and 
budded  Ninevah,  St c.  and  laid  the  foundati¬ 
on  of  proud  Affyria,  wonderfully  great. — 
Another  tribe  from  hence,  formed  a  Philiftia, 
which  was  greatly  praifed.  Hence  alio,  the 
families  of  the  Canaanites,  which  exceedingly 
multiplied — and  a  Lydia,  and  Phoenice,  fam¬ 
ed  for  their  beauty.  Sheba  alfo,  and  even  re¬ 
nowned  Rahab,  were  ail  the  daughters  pf 
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Babel,  For  ought  that  appears,  the  family  of 
Eber  was  the  only  one  which  remained  up¬ 
on  the  divine  inllitution.  It  fhould  feem, 
that  he  alone  was  diflentient  from  the  new 
political  order,  as  afterwards  the  believing 
people  were  of  him,  named  Hebrews. 

How  much  Eber  was  affefted  by  this  event,  • 
appears  by  the  name  given  to  his  fon,  Pc l eg ; 
which  feems  not  intended  fo  much  to  de¬ 
note  the  many  dtvifions  which  thefe  politici¬ 
ans,  city  builders,  fplit  into,  as  the  one  grand 
divifion  between  all  thefe,  and  thofe  who 
keep  the  ordinances  of  faith ;  which,  in  theif 
meaning  and  inftrutlion,  were  then,  as  they 
now  are,  the  great  foundations  of  the  city, 
whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God. 

RefpeHing  this  policy  of  Babylon/  which 
has  been  ever  the  pattern  of  the  wifdom 
of  this  world,  and  the  rule  of  eflimation  of 
all  political  excellence,  it  is  of  importance 
to  obferve,  that  religion  was  never  excluded 
from  the  device;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  ac- 

,  *  4 

knowledged  bv  all  fober  judges,  to  be  a  con- 
Ilituent  of  this  tlieory  of  government,  and  is 
deemed  ejjential  to  the  adminittration  and 
good  order.  Atheifts,  and  even  deills,  are 
dunces  of  politicians ;  and  of  all  religions, 
that  which  approaches  the  neared  to  the  di¬ 
vinely  inflituted  forms,  is  acknowledged  to 
be  the  belt  :  Provided,  however,  the  dotlrine 
or  iullruction  of  thofe  forms  be  always  per¬ 
verted;  and  that,  by  their  interpreters,  they 
be  made  to  (peak  fome  language  other  than 
their  own  truth;  which  is,  that  no  city  but 
the  cud  of  God,  budded  upon  the  ordinances 
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of  the  everlafling  covenant,  which  faithfully 
exhibit  the  will  of  God  in  Chrift,  hath  foun¬ 
dations  ;  and  that, befides  this,  all  are  raifed 
in  oppofition  to  heaven;  and, at  an  appoint¬ 
ed  hour,  under  the  full  vials  of  divine  wrath, 
they  lhall  fink  with  their  builders. 

Attempts  to  alter  the  divine  infiitutions 
as  to  their  forms,  have  been  made  only  when 
they  have  been  heard  to  fpeak  a  language, 
which  no  man  hearty  in  the  Babylonian  or 
Chaldean  counfel,  could  ever  bear.  Indeed 
they  are  fo  exprels,  fo  fignificant,  that  with- 
■out  fome  corruption  of  the  emblem  itfelf,  it 
j.s  not  eafy  to  prevent  their  being,  in  fome 
meafure,  underftocd. 


Section  3,  The  Overthrow  of  Sodom. 

One  of  the  branches  of  the  family  of  the 
Hethites,  fettled  in  the  plain  of  Iordan. — 
This  country  was  well  watered,  and  abound¬ 
ed  with  bread,  and  greatly  indulged  its  in¬ 
habitants  in  eafe  and  diffipation.  It  was, 
perhaps,  the  lead  affected  by  the  ravages  of 
the  flood,  of  any  fpot  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth — it  feemed,  indeed,  to  retain  fome  pri¬ 
mitive  features  of  the  garden  of  the  Lord,  and 
a  refemblance  of  the  glory  of  the  firfi  world. 
Hence,  in  a  natural  view,  it  was  under  the 
ieaff  check  and  control  from  the  operation 
of  the  archangel  government  and  ddcipline; 
an  important  a  tide  of  which,  confills  in  the 
curfe  that  is  la.d  upon  the  ground,  and  the 
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folemn  injun&ion  that  in  the  fioeat  of  our 
face,  (hall  we  eat  bread. 

Wherefore  thefe  people  who,  from  the, 
name  of  their  principal  city,  were  ftyled  So¬ 
domites,  ripened  fall  for  judgment.  The 
men  of  Sodom  were  wicked,  and  finners  before 
the  Lord,  exceedingly.  God  had  chahifed 
them  by  the  hand  of  men,  when  they  were 
overcome  in  battie  by  an  army  of  Affyrians, 
and  laid  under  tribute ;  and,  a  few  years  af¬ 
ter,  rebelling,  they  received  a  hill  more  fo¬ 
lemn  check  in  their  thoughtlefs  and  vile  ca¬ 
reer,  in  being  again  conquered,  captivated, 
and  having  their  cities  fpoiled  by  the  confe¬ 
derate  Afiyrian  powers;  when,  for  the  fake 
of  L  ot,  a  Hebrew,  who,  with  his  family,  fo~ 
journed  among  them,  and  was  with  them 
taken  captive,  they  v'ere,  by  the  hand  of  A- 
braham,  mercifully  and  molt  heroically  de- 
iivered. 

But  neither  the  judgments  nor  the  good- 
nels  of  the  Lord,  led  them  to  repentance — • 
they  waxed  worfe  and  worfe,  until  the  fin  of 
Sodom  became  very  grievous,  and  the  cry  of 
violence  reached  unto  heaven  ;  and  the  Lord 
the  judge,  together  with  turn  of  his  compa¬ 
nions,  came  down  in  perfon,  though  in  a  con¬ 
cealed  form,  to  enquire  and  fee  whether  the 
matter  was  altogether  accoi  ding  to  the  cry  of 
it,  which  had  come  before  him.  In  his  way, 
he  vifited  Abraham  his  friend,  and  after  con¬ 
firming  his  covenant  of  alliance  and  friend- 
fhip,  he  difclofed  to  him  the  reafon  why  he 
looked  towards  Sodom.  And  Abraham, 
having  gone  with  them  fome  diflance,  to. 


Overthrow  oe  Sodom,  3.97 

bring  them  on  the  way;  and  coming  to  a 
place  in  which  Sodom  was  in  view,  he  hop¬ 
ped,  and  communed  with  the  Lord  upon 
this  interefting  fubjeft,  whilft  the  two  ac¬ 
companying  angels  went  forward  towards 
the  city. 

And  Abraham  drew  near,  and  [aid.  Wilt 
tho7i  alfo  deftroy  the  righteous  with  the  wick * 
ed ?  Per  adventure  there  be fifty  righteous  with¬ 
in  the  city :  will  thou  alfo  deftroy,  and  not  [pare 
ike  place  for  the  fifty,  righteous  that  are  there¬ 
in  ?  7  hat  be  far  from  thee  to  do  after  this  man¬ 
ner,  to  flay  the  righteous  with  the  wicked:  and 
that  the  righteous  Jhould  be  as  the  wicked,  that 
be  far  from  thee:  Jhahnot  the  Judge  of  ail  the 
earth  do  right  ?  And  the  Lord f aid.  If  1  find 
in  Sodom  fifty  righteous  within  the  city ,  then  I 
will Jpcire  all  the  place  f  ir  their  fakes. 

Abraham,  in  making  intercefiion  for  So¬ 
dom,  in  the  firlt  inhance,  put  in  a  plea  of  righ- 
ieoufinejs,  in  the  view  of  the  cafe  as  involving 
the  righteous  with  the  wicked  in  one  common 
deltrufction.  That  be  far  from  thee  to  do  af  ter 
this  manner,  to  flay  the  righteous  with  the  wick¬ 
ed:  Shall  not  the  fudge  of  all  the  earth  do  ■ 
right  ? — This  plea  being  fully  admitted,  but 
with  fuch  a  dilhnction,  however,  between  the 
cafe  of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  as  led 
direftly  to  the  idea,  that  the  righteous  might 
be  removed  and  laved,  and  the  city  be  de- 
ftroyed ;  whilft.  at  the  fame  time,  it  was  plain¬ 
ly  iuggefied  that,  in  fome  cafe,  the  Lord 
would  Ipare  a  wicked  city,  for  the  fake  of  the 
righteous  who  are  therein;  Abraham  catch¬ 
er  hold  upon  this  ground,  and  renewed  his 
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intercefiion  upon  a  plea  of  grace,  according 
to  the  merciful  difpenfations  of  the  Lord  to¬ 
wards  a  {inful  people,  on  account  ol  the  righ¬ 
teous  who  dwell  among  them. 

And  Abraham  anfwered,  Behold  now,  I  have 
taken  upon  me  to  /peak  unto  the  Lord,  which 
am  but  daft  and  afhes.  Per  ad, venture  there J, hall 
lack  five  of  the fifty :  wilt  thou  deflroy  all  the  city 
for  lack  of  five?  And  he  (aid.  If  I  find  there 
forty  and  foe,  I  will  not  deflroy  it.  And  he 
(poke  unto  him  yd  again,  and  find,  Per  adven¬ 
ture  there  fhall  be  forty  found  there ,  And  he 
j  aid,  /  will  not  do  it  for  forty  s  Jake.  And  he 
faid.  Ok,  lei  not  the  Lord  be  angry,  and  /  will 
fpeak Per  adventure  there  [kail  be  thirty  found 
there.  And  he  faid,  I  will  not  do  it,  If  I  find 
thirty  there.  And  he  faid,  Behold  now,  I  have 
taken  upon  me  to  fpeak  unto  the  Lord:  Per  ad¬ 
venture  there  fhall  be  twenty  found  there.  And 
he  faid,  I  will  not  defir  ov  it  for  twenty's  fake. 
And  he  faid,  Oh,  let  not  the  Lord  be  angry,  and 
I  will  fpeak  yet  but  this  once:  Per  adventure 
ten  fhall  be  f  ound  there.  A  nd  he  faid,  I  will  not 
deflroy  it  for  tens  fake.  And  the  Lord  went 
his  way,  as foon  as  he  had  left  communing  with 
Abraham :  and  Abraham  returned  to  his  place. 

It  is  apparent,  that  Abraham  did  not  make 
this  intercelfion  lor  Sodom  upon  the  idea  ol 
the  perfonal  worth  and  value  ol  the  righte¬ 
ous;  for,  in  the  view  of  their  perfonal  rela- 
Jation  to  God  in  covenant,  the  interefi  of  one 
righteous  man  in  the  divine  favor,  is  above  all 
elUmation;  and  in  this  view  he  might  have 
named  before  the  Lord,  one  with  as  much 
grace  as  fifty;  but,  that  he  contemplated 
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theii’  being  in  a  flate  of  order  and  force  fo  as 
to  hold  ground. 

Abraham  was  a  foldier,  and  a  difciplinari- 
an,  and  underftood  the  nature  of  force,  and 
the  means  of  attack  and  defence.  1  he  anci¬ 
ent  Hebrew  taftics  went  by  the  quaternian 
rule  of  divifion.  To  each  quaternian,  or  fin- 
gle  hie,  there  was  attached  an  officer ;  and 
ten  quaternians,  with  their  officers,  making 
in  the  whole  fifty,  completed  a  corps;  which 
bodies,  or  companies,  were  joined  together 
in  divifions  and  armies.  Thus  it  is  laid,  Fxod. 
xiii.  18.  The  children  of  Ifracl  went  up  riv- 
ed,  or  by  five  in  a  rank,  out  of  the  land  of  E- 
gypt,  And  Jolhua  i.  14.  Yefhallpafs  mar - 
fiiallcd  by  five,  before  the  face  of  your  breth¬ 
ren.  And  from  the  paffage,  Judges  vii.  11.  it 
appears  that  the  Medianites,  who  were  de- 
feendants  of  the  Hebrews,  armed  in  the  fame 
manner.  In  thefe  armies,  there  were  appoint¬ 
ed  captains  of  thou  funds,  and  captains  of  hun¬ 
dreds-,  and  captains  of  fifties,  and  captains  of 
tens.  Deut.  i.  15.  From  which  it  appears, 
that  a  corps  contained  five  captaincies,  and 
that  to  each  their  belonged  an  officer  of  the 
(faff,  or  fiandard,  who  might  upon  occafion 
command  feparately  ;  together  with  one  who 
flood  next  to  him  as  his  fecond,  or,  as  he  was 
called,  his  armour-bearer.  Thefe  companies 
fquared  by  dividing  in  depth,  forming  four 
divifions  of  twelve,  m  which  pofition  the  chief 
captain  and  his  armour  bearer  hood  detach¬ 
ed  from  the  body. 

According  to  this  divifion  and  order,  the 
rules  of  fervice  did  not  admit  of  their  under- 
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taking  enterprizes  which  contemplated  force, 
fhort  of  a  captaincy  or  a  doable  file,  for  o- 
•therwife  they  were  not  covered.  Thus  Gid¬ 
eon,  who,  left  Ifrael  fhould  boaft,  was  reduc¬ 
ed  to  the  weakeft  means,  took  ten  men  of  his 
fervants  to  commence  his  operations  again  ft 
Baal,  Judges  vi.  27.  The  men  of  Ifrael,  when 
they  lent  off  detachments  from  their  army, 
took  ten  men  of  an  hundred*  &c.  Judges  xx, 
10.  David,  when  he  dwelt  in  the  hold,  and 
was  in  wan  t  of  proviho ns,jent  out  ten  young 
men,  i.  e.  warriors,  to  go  to  Nabal.  i  Sam. 
xxv.  5.  And  ten  young  men  that  bare  Joaos  ar¬ 
mour  comp  a/fed  about ,  and Jinote  Abfalom,  and 
Jlezo  kwi.  2  Sam.  xviii.  1  ry  By  this  paffage 
it  an  Dears,  that  the  comthander  in  chief,  as 
he  would  have  occafion  to  move  from  nlace 

.  1 

to  place,  had  a  double  file  of  armour-bearers, 
and  that  every  thing  in  their  order  and  dif- 
cipline  regarded  this  rule.  Ijhmael  came,  and 
ten  men  with  him ,  and  fmote  Gedaliah  that  he 
died.  2  Kings  xxv.  20.  This  view  given  in 

O  <. )  Cj 

the  fcriptures  is  confirmed  by  other  hiftory, 
that  a  double  file  was  the  fmalleft  number, 
which  by  rule  and  good  conduct,  were  to  be 
polled  for  adiion.  And  even  thus  armed,  the 
valiant  Gideon,  in  his  enterprise  againlf  Baal* 
thought  proper  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  moft 
Skilful  management,  and  of  the  file'nce  of  the 
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Abraham  entertained  little  doubt,  if  there 
were  fifty  righteous  men  m  Sodom,  that  they 
would  be  able  to  make  a  Hand;  and  if  one 
file  fhould  be  lacking  of  a  full  corps*  he 
would  ffiil  entertain  an  encouraging  prof- 
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|ie£L  And  with  a  peradventure  upon  pet  ad- 
venture,  he  would  defcend  to  forty,  and  to 
thirty;  and  even  he  would  not  defpair  to 
come  down  to  twenty.  Abraham  counted 
upon  men  of  this  defcription.  Hebrews  are 
known  to  be  mighty  men  of  valour,  in  fuch 
a  cafe  of  the  lait  extremity,  he  would  even 
dare  to  venture  upon  ten.  But  upon  lower 
ground  than  this,  both  his  counfel  and  Ins 
hand  failed  him,  and  here  he  gave  up  the 
matter  as  decifive. 

And  there  came  two  angels  to  Sodom  at  e- 
ven ;  and  Lot  fat  in  the  gate  of  Sodom :  and 
Lot  feeing  them  rofe  up  to  meet  them;  and  he 
bowed  him/elf with  his  face  toward  the  ground;. 
And  he  faid,  Behold  now,  my  lords,  turn  in,  1 
pray  you,  into  your  fervant’s  houfe,  and  tarry 
all  night,  and  wajh  your  feet,,  and  ye  /ball  rife 
up  early,  and  go  on  your  ways.  And  they  faid. 
Nay,  but  we  will  abide  in  the  fereet  all  night. 
And  he  prejfed  upon  them  greatly;  and  they 
turned  in  unto  him,  and,  entered  into  his  houfe: 
and  he  made  them  afeafl,  and  did  bake  unlea¬ 
vened  bread,  and  they  did  eat.  But  before  they 
lay  down,  the  men  of  Sodom  compafied  the 
houfe  round,  both  old  and  young,  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  from  every  quarter.  And  they  called  un¬ 
to  Lot,  and  demanded  that  he  Ihould  give  up 
to  their  brutality,  the  {h  angers  whom  he  had 
taken  into  his  houfe  as  his  guefis. 

On  this  furprifing  emergence,  Lot  played 
the  man ;  he  went  out  at  the  door  unto  t  ■' em, 
and  {but  the  door  after  him;  and  addreffing 
himfelf  to  them  with  the  lit  moll  powers  of 
pcrfualion.  attempted  fir  It  to  footh  them  with 
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the  mofl  cordial  epithets,  and  the  kindefl  lan¬ 
guage  of  entreaty;  and  then  to  awe  them  with 
the  fear  of  God,  and  to  ftrike  a  horror  of  fin 
upon  their  confciences;  and  finally  to  foften, 
difarm  and  filence  them,  by  a  proffer  of  the 
greatefl  facrifices,  provided  they  would  defifl 
from  violating  his  mofl  facred  faith  of  hofpi- 
tality. 

But  they  were  too  many  for  him ;  they  cri¬ 
ed,  Stand  back — called  him  fellow — upbraid¬ 
ed  him  of  being  one  alone,  and  fcoffed  at  the 
idea  that  a  man  of  no  more  confequence  a- 
mong  them,  a  tranfient  man,  fhould  thus 
prefume  to  ditlate  to  a  whole  city;  andthev 
fell  upon  him  with  brutal  fury,  when  he  was 
refcued  by  his  travellers  within  doors;  the 
men  put  forth  their  hand  and  pulled  Lot  in¬ 
to  the  houfe  to  them,  and. {hut  to  the  door. 

This  encounter  proved,  to  a  demonffra- 
tion,  that  the  righteous  in  Sodom  were  very 
far  from  being  in  force  to  maintain  ground, 
or  any  longer  to  hold  out  in  refinance,  and 
that  the  caufe  of  the  city  muff  be  given  up; 
yea,  the  men  of  Sodom  had  taken  heart  at  the 
retreat  of  Lot,  and  were  prefiing  forward  to 
force  open  the  door,  when  the  angels  per¬ 
ceived,  that  the  prefervation  of  the  family  de¬ 
pended  no  longer  upon  ordinary  means,  and 
that  the  necellity  had  come  of  giving  afignal 
of  the  prefence  of  angelic  power.  And  they 
f mote  Ike  men  that  were  before  the  door  of  the 
houfe  with  blindnefs,  both  fmall  and  great,  fo 
that  they  wearied  themfelves  to  find  the  door. 

Nothing  now  remained  but  to  look  to  the 
prefervation  of  the  righteous  man,  and  of 
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thofe  that  were  his.  The  ordinance  refpecting 
the  family  compa6i,  being  a  leading  article 
of  the  covenant,  that  muff  be  fully  attended 
to,  and  the  whole  family  muff  be  looked  up; 
for  nothing  could  be  done — no,  not  at  the 
moment  of  wrath,  that  would  in  the  lead  in¬ 
fringe  upon  that  charter,  which  the  Lord  had 
granted  forth  to  his  people  under  the  leal  of 
his  own  mercy  and  truth.  And  the  men  f aid 
unto  Lot,  Haft  thou  here  any  befide?  Son-in- 
law,-  and  thy  Jons,  and  thy  daughters,  and 
whatsoever  thou  haft,  bring  them  out  of  this 
■place:  For  we  will  dejlroy  this  place;  becaufe 
the  cry  of  them  is  waxen  great  before  the  Jacc 
of  the.  Lord,  and  the  Lord  hath  fent  us  to  de¬ 
jlroy  it.  And  Lot  went  out,  and  Jpake  unto  his 
fons-in-law,  which  married  his  daughters,  ancl 
'  faid,  Up,  get  ye  out  of  this  place ;  for  the 
Lord  will  dejlroy  this  city:  but  he  feemed  as 
one  that  mocked  unto  his  fons-in-law. 

There  is  no  evidence,  as  fome  have  fuppof- 
ed,  that  thefe  men  were  joined  with  the  men 
of  the  city  in  the  attack  upon  their  own  fa¬ 
mily  ;  but  the  contrary  is  manifeft,  for  if  they 
had  been  among  thefe  alfailants,  they  would 
doubtlefs  with  them  have  been  fmitten  with 
blindnefs,  which  was  not  the  cafe;  neither  is 
it  to  be  fuppofed  that  they  were  citizens  of 
Sodom,  but  that  they  were  Perizzites,  and 
had  joined  themfelves  to  Lot  on  account  of 
their  being  fhepherds.  They  were,  however, 
unbelievers.  It  has  been  frequently  obferved, 
as  in  relation  to  the  flood,  and  it  Ihould  ever 
be  kept  in  mind,  that  the  receiving  and  hold¬ 
ing  of  the  great  truth  in  relation  to.  the  iilue 
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of  the  controverfy  between  God  and  Tinners, 
is  the  exprefs  article  which  conftitutes  the 
righteous  character,  and  draws  this  line  of 
diftinftion  among  men.  From  this  caufe  of 
unbelief,  the  minds  of  the  fons-in-law  of  Lot 
were  in  a  great  meafure  in  a  ftate  of  indiffer¬ 
ence  as  to  the  controverfy  itfelf;  infomuch, 
that  they  could  not  enterprize,  and  take  up¬ 
on  them  boldly  the  hazard  of  (landing  up  for 
the  caule  in  which  the  family  were  involved 
in  fuch  great  peril.  And  the  fame  caufe 
which  had  induced  in  their  minds  fuch  cold- 
nefs  and  langour  refpeflmg  taking  an  aftive 
and  bold  part  in  the  intereft  of  Lot  and  his 
guefts,  operated,  in  like  manner,  to  render 
them  heeolefs  and  indifferent  to  the  alarm  of 
danger,  from  the  impending  deflruftion  of 
the  city. 

Lot,  as  well  as  Abraham,  had  a  large  con¬ 
cern,  and  his  houfehold  confifted,  doubtlefs, 
of  fome  hundreds  of  fouls;  and  it  is  natural 
to  fuppofe,  that  his  fons-in-law  were  the  heads 
of  his  houfehold,  and  that  it  was  through 
the  unbelief,  and  confequent  ftupor  of  thefe 
men,  that  they  were  all  loft. — Oh,  what  a 
charge  will  the  heads  of  families  and  houfe- 
holds  have  to  anfwer  for,  in  the  day  of  ac¬ 
counts! 

Llaving  difeharged  this  meffage,  and  giv¬ 
en  his  commands  to  his  fons-in-law,  Lot  re¬ 
turned  in  hafte  to  his  family;  when  affairs 
had  arilen  to  an  alarming  height;  the  day 
drew  on,  and  the  hour  of  aftion  approached, 
and  the  voice  of  the  angels  began  to  found 
like  thunder;  faying,  Arife,  take  thy  wife,  and 
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iky  two  daughters  which  are  here;  left  thou 
be  confirmed  in  the  iniquity  of  the  city.  And 
while  he  lingered ,  the  men  laid  hold  upon  his 
hand,  and  upon  the  hand  of  his  wife,  and  upon 
the  hand  of  his  two  daughters :  and  they  brought 
him  forth ,  and fet  him  without  the  city. 

At  that  momentous  crifis,  the  merciful  and 
fovereign  Lord  himfelf  arrived;  he  never 
comes  too  late  to  have  his  people,  who  have 
made  a  covenant  with  him  bv  facrifice.  And 
when  they  had  brought  them  forth  abroad,  he 
Jaid,  Efcape for  thy  life-,  look  not  behind  thee , 
neither  ftay  m  all  the  plain:  efcape  to  the  moun~- 
tain  left  thou  be  confumed. — The  minifters  of 
vengeance  were  now  in  the  aid  of  throwing 
off  their  covers,  and  taking  arms  to  execute 
their  orders,  and  were  turning  about  in  battle 
array  againft  the  city.  Alas !  Lot  foon  became 
fenfibleof  the  importance  of  the  moments  he 
had  loft  by  lingering  in  Sodom;  and  he  now 
felt,  that  without  fome  further  intervention 
of  mercy,  he  muft  perifh  after  all. 

Wherefore,  almoft  breathlefs  and  ready 
to  fink  under  the  weight  of  the  gathering 
cloud,  he  addreffed  himfelf  to  his  fovereign, 
and  entreated  the  good  Lord,  that  a  title  ci¬ 
ty*  which  was  near  by  in  the  plain,  might 
be  given  to  him  as  a  city  of  refuge — And 
Lot  f aid  unto  them,  Oh!  not  fo  my  Lord:  Be¬ 
hold  now,  thy  fervant  hath  found  grace  in  thy 
fight,  and  thou  haft  magnified  thy  mercy,  which, 
thou  haft  Jhewed  unto  me  in  facing  my  life : 
and  I  cannot  efcape  to  the  mountain,  left  yet  the 
evil  overtake  me,  and  I  die.  Behold  now,  this 
city  is  near  to  flee  unto,  and  it  is  a  little  one : 
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Oh!  let  me  efcape  thither;  (is  it  not  a  little 
one? )  and  my  foal  Jhall  live.  And  he  faid  un¬ 
to  him,  fee,  I  have  accepted  thee  concerning  this 
thing  alfo,  that  I  will  not  overthrow  this  city , 
for  the  which  thou  hafi fpoken.  Hajle  thee , efcape 
thither ;  for  1  cannot  do  any  thing  till  thou 
he  come  thither :  therefore  the  name  of  the  city, 
was  called  Zoar. 

See  now  a  man  efcaping  for  his  life!  But 
his  wife  looked  back  from  behind  him;  and 
at  the  fight  of  the  unveiled  face  of  the  angel, 
fhe  became  petrified,  and  followed  on  no 
snore.  Remember  Lot’s  wife.  The  fun  was 
7ifen  upon  the  earth  when  Lot  entered  into  Zo¬ 
ar.  7  hen  the  Lord  rained  ufon  Sodom  and  up¬ 
on  Gomorrah  bnmfone  and fire  from  the  Lord 
out  of  heaven.  And  he  overthrew  thofe  cities,  and 
all  the  plain,  and  ail  the  inhabitants  of  the  ci¬ 
ties,  and  that  which  grew  upon  the  ground  — 
And  Abraham  gat  up  early  in  the  morning,  to 
the  place  where  he  flood  before  the  Lord.  And 
he  came  juft  in  time  to  witnefs  the  explofi- 
on  of  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire  upon  the 
accurfed  cities.  And  he  looked  towards  So¬ 
dom  and  Gomorrah,  and  toward  all  the  cities 
of  t  he  plain ,  and  beheld,  and  lo,  the  fmoke  of  the 
country  went  up  as  the  fmoke  of  a  furnace. — 
When  the  wicked  are  cutoff,  thou  shalt 
see  it.  The  place  where  Abraham  ftood, 
was  on  the  riling  ground,  on  the  weftern  fide 
of  Sodom  ;  and  Lot  went  out  on  the  oppo- 
fite  eaftern  fide. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  remark¬ 
ing  upon  this  memorable  event  of  divine 
providence,  as  it  is  faid  exprefsly,  to  be  an. 
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Emblem  or  piflure  of  the  final  deflru£lion  of 
Great  Babylon,  and  of  the  cities  of  the  nati¬ 
ons  in  confederacy  with  her.  And  Babylon 
the  glory  of  kingdoms,  the  beauty  of  the  Chal¬ 
dees  excellency,  /hall  be  as  when  God  overthrew 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah.  Ilai.  xiii.  icj. 

Though,  undoubtedly,  at  the  time  of  the 
end,  when  the  tranfgrejjors  are  come  to  the 
full,  and  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  are  ful¬ 
filled,  and  the  finifhingcatafirophe  will  come 
upon  the  ungodly,  there  will  be  many  thou- 
fands  of  righteous  fouls  in  the  world  ;  vet  it 
is  manifeft  from  the  fcriptures,  that  from 
various  unhappy  caufes,  they  will  be  found 
in  no  condition  of  order  and  firength,  fo  as 
to  be  able  to  make  a  Hand  againll  the  over- 
fpreading  deluge  of  iniquity.  And  I  heard 
the  man  cloathed  in  linen,  which  was  upon  the 
waters  of  the  river,  when  he  held  up  his  right 
hand,  and  his  left  hand  unto  heaven,  and f ware 
by  him  that  liveth  for  ever,  that  it  fhall  be  for 
a  time,  times  and  a  half:  and  when  he  /hall 
have  accomplished  to  fcaPer  the  power  of 
the  holy  people,  all  thefe  things  Jhall  be  fi¬ 
nished.  Dan.  xii.  7. 

The  righteous,  at  that  perilous  juncture, 
whatever  may  be  their  numbers,  will  be  trod¬ 
den  down  and  fcattered — they  will  be  at  the 
end  of  all  their  drill  and  prowefs — and  will 
be  no  more  able  to  refill;  the  torrent  of  apos- 
tacy  and  wickednefs,  than  was  the  righteous 
man  dwelling  alone  in  Sodom.  '1  hen  all 
the  wicked  of  the  earth  will  know,  to  their 
forrow,  what  wrong  they  have  done  to  their 
own  fouls,  in  difpifing,  oppofing,  and  wear- 
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ing  out  die  faints  of  the  moft  high.  Ah! 
then,  all  the  proud  and  fcornful  of  the  earth 
will  be  convinced  of  their  millake,  and  too 
late  will  confefs  the  truth  which  they  had  of¬ 
ten  been  told,  that  the  righteous,  their  re¬ 
provers,  were  their  belt  friends. 

This  weak,  broken,  and  forlorn  Hate  of 
the  righteous,  as  to  their  influence  and  tefti- 
motiy  in  the  world,  will  not  all,  nor  even  in 
the  greateft  part,  take  place  by  means  of  the 
ODpofition  from  without.  Neither  earth  nor 
hell  could  effefct  fo  much,  by  means  of  their 
own  proper  forces;  but  the  greateft  evil  will 
arife  from  apofiacy  and  corruption  within. 
There  will  be  among  the  covenant  people 
themfelves,  a  great  many  fons  in-law — men 
who  love  their  ownfelves  and  the  world,  and 
the  things  which  are  in  the  world ;  through 
whofe  debates  and  flrifes,  for  their  own 
things,  the  great  compaft  and  fettlement  of 
the  people  in  their  embodied  and  organized 
hate,  will  be  difquieted  and  diHurbed ;  and 
this,  to  fuch  a  fu  fie  ring  degree,  that  the  molt 
faithful,  the  deareft  brethren,  and  even  the 
fathers  themfelves,  will  be  forced,  through 
painful  necelfity,  to  fe&arize  and  feparate. — - 
And  it  has  long  been  known,  that  a  breach 
of  this  nature,  is  like  the  breaking  forth  of  * to  a - 
tcrs — it  will  continue  {till  to  widen  by  new 
feftarifms,  until  it  becomes  great  Like  the  Jea ; 
who  can  heal  it.:J 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  the  weak  and 
inefficient  Hate  that  Lot  was  found  in,  was  oc- 
cafioned  at  fir  ft  by  a  ft  rife  between  the  herd- 
men  of  Abraham  and  of  Lot,  which  caufed 


them  to  feparate  themfelves  the  one  from  the 
other;  in  which  cafe  the  good  man,  Lot, 
Was  left  alone;  for  it  proved  that  he  had 
not,  as  Abraham,  an  Eliezer  to  head  his 
houfehold;  and,  confequently,  he  loft  his 
houfehold,  and  all  his  concern,  together 
with  his  wife;  and,  mod  probably,  two 
daughters.  .And  yet,  the  mercy  of  God  was 
greatly  magnified,  in  [living,  him  alive. 

What  will  be  the  threat  caufe,  leading  to 

O  7  O 

the  final  deftrufliort  of  the  world,  is  plainly 
intimated,  Matt,  xviii.  y.  Woe  unto  the  world 
becaufe  of  offences  !  for  it  mujl  needs  be  that 
\ offences  come:  but  woe  to  that  man  by 
whom  the  offence  cometh.  Thefe  offences,  as 
may  be  feen  in  the  connexion,  were  expend¬ 
ed  to  arife  among  the  brethren  in  the  church. 
Cafes  of  offence,  which  caufe  breaches  in  the 
Church,  may  generally  be  traced  to  an  indi¬ 
vidual,  or  at  leaft  to  a  fmall  number  of  per- 
fons.  It  is  not  unlikely,  that  the  forts-in-law 
of  Lot  were  the  principals  in  theftrifes  among 
the  herdmen,  which  caufed  the  fatal  repara¬ 
tion  between  Abraham  and  Lot.  It  may  be 
feen  in  the  ftory  of  Laban  and  Jacob,  that  it 
was  the  cuftom  of  thefe  people  who  kept  cat¬ 
tle,  to  employ  their  daughters  and  fons-in- 
law  with  their  flocks  ;  and  it  may  be  feared 
that  Lot  him  felt,  though  not  the  principal 
caufe,  was  yet  riot  altogether  innocent — the 
confequence  of  all  which  was,  woe  upon 
woe — woe  upon  the  city!  and  woe  upon  the 
offenders! — In  like  manner,  our  Lord  pro¬ 
nounced  a  double  woe,  as  the  confequence 
of  the  offences  which  mu  ft  come  in  the  lull 
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days.  Woe  to  the  world— woe  to  them  who 
are  without,  who  will  be  (tumbled,  and  (hared, 
and  fatally  involved  in  the  fearful  refult  of 
offences  among  the  brethren;  but,  efpecially, 
woe  to  the  man ,  the  brother  in  the  church, 
who  is  the  firft  aggreffor,  or  who  is  the  prin¬ 
cipal  obfiacle  in  the  way  of  reconciliation 
and  healing  of  the  divifion;  it  had  been  good 
for  that  man,  if  he  had  not  been  born.  Ah  ! 
little  do  the  thoughtlefs  world  confider, 
how  deeply  their  own  interelt  is  concerned 
in  the  breaches  and  divifions  which,  in  this 
day,  are  fpreading  in  the  church  of  Thrift. 
Is  it  nothing  to  you,  all  ye  that  pafs  by  ?  behold 
and  fee! 

To  this  broken,  embarraffed  and  utterly 
helplefs  (fate  of  his  people,  in  the  lad  days, 
our  Lord  often  refers;  as  how  they  (hall  be 
betrayed  both  by  parents ,  and  brethren,  and 
kinsfolks,  and  friends:  And  there  (hall  be  five 
in  one  houfe  divided,  three  againji  two,  and 
two  againji  three.  What  then  can  be  done? 
It  is  plain,  that  when  the  matter  comes  to 
this,  the  caufe,  as  it  refpefcls  the  prefervaiion 
of  the  world,  mull  be  given  over.  And  when 
we  confider  the  abounding  iniquity,  and  how 
fad  the  mighty  forces  of  the  great  city  are 
vatherinv  around;  wh.ilit,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  little  (lock  of  Thrill,  by  a  complication 
of  evils,  are  embarrafled  on  ail  (ides;  and 
their  power  divided  and  (battered  in  every 
quarter.  Alas!  how  gloomy  is  the  profpebt. 

'1  he  Lord’s  two  witneftes,  however,  will 
never  quit  the  ground — they  will  refolve  to 
feli  their  lives  at  their  poll — and  in  the  ilreet 
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of  the  city,  they  will  fhew  themfelves  in  the 
thickeft  of' the  battle,  and  do  exploits.  But 
being  deferted  and  left  alone,  like  Lot  in 
Sodom,  and  Mofes  when  he  Jhewed  himfelf 
unto  his  brethren  in  Egypt,  and  our  Lord  al- 
fo  where  he  was  crucified,  thefe  lad  champi¬ 
ons  of  the  truth,  will  be  overcome  and  flaim 
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Section  4.  The  rifing  of  the  Walls  of  Zion, 

The  difperfion  of  the  builders  of  Babel, 
preferved  the  believing  remnant  which,  o- 
therwife,  had  been  fwallowed  up  apd  loft, 
and  m  ade  room  for  the  work  of  faith  in  the 
tents  of  Shem ;  difcloftng  there,  more  and 
more,  the  divine  will  and  dodrine  of  Thrift, 
until  the  flout  of  a  king  was  heard  among 
them. 

The  people  were  called  Ifrael,  for  they 
had  power  with. God.  And  it  early  began 
to  be  realized  by  all  the  proud  of  the  earth, 
that  the  divine  inffitutions  were  indeed  foun¬ 
dations  ;  and  that  other  foundations  no  man 
could  lay.  Rahab,  of  Egypt,  had  the  fairelt 
preten  lions;  and  firft,  among  the  nations, 
claimed  the  empire;  but,  from  hence,  Jhe 
was  cut  afunder.  Canaan,  who  refilled  to 
ferve  in  the  tents  of  Shem,  felt  from  hence, 
a  ftiil  heavier  doom. 

On  thefe  eternal  grounds,  a  Zion  arofe, 
whofe  walls  were  falvation,  and  whole  gates 
were  praife.  Who  could  fay  to  the  high 
kills,  Why  leap  ye  ?  1  his  is  the  hill  of  God, 
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The  dragon  of  Affyria,  who  had  humbled 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  received  here,  in 
the  prime  of  his  ffrength,an  incurable  wound* 
O  that  they  had  been  wife!  that  they  had 
underflood  this !  that  they  had  confidered 
their  latter  end!  How  foon  fhould  all  their 
enemies  have  been  fubdued  under  them  ?— 
For  their  rock  was  not  as  the  rock  of  Zion, 
they  themfelves  being  judges. 

But,  be  aflonifhed,  O  ye  heavens  at  this ! — - 
1  he  people  of  his  Hplinefs  coveted  to  be  like 
the  nations,  and  left  the  divine  inflitutions 
for  vain  things;  and,  by  their  many  foohfh 
inventions,  they  made  themfelves  viler  than 
the  heathen.  Wherefore  the  Rock  of  their 
falvation  fold  them. 

For  the  fore  correffipn  of  a  difohedient 
people  by  the  hand  of  men,  according  to  the 
covenant,  and  to  be  the  grea^ihuver  of  the 
poor  captives  of  Zion ;  and  as«^  he  will  cf 
God  muff  be  done,  and  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion  be  carried  on  and  finifhed,  by  a  refinance 
unto  blood  againf!  {in ;  God  commanded  that 
Babylon  herfelf  fhould  rife,  and  become  the 
golden  headof  the  nations ;  and, age  after  age, 
be  the  great  Aceldama  of  the  faints  and  mar¬ 
tyrs  ;  and,  finally,  of  her  own  lovers  and  fup- 
porters* 


Se£iipn  g.  Babylon  the  City  of  Kingdoms . 

After  Nimrod,  whofe  work  was  left  unfin 
ifhed,  Semiramis.  an  ambitious  woman,  eav* 
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lo  Babylon  a  great  let  out;  but  her  work 
Jeemed  an  objefct  ol  parade  and  Ihow,  rather 
than  of  that  deep  policy,  which,  in  the  firil 
undertaking,  and  in  the  iliue,  characterized 
this  emprefs  of  cities. 

For  fome  ages  Babylon  remained  an  alfoci- 
ate  with  her  filler  Nineveh ;  but  front  the  time 
of  Nabonalfar,  who,  in  the  fcriptures  is  call¬ 
ed  Baladan,  which  is  commonly  dated  747 
years  before  Jefus  Chrill,  {he  began  to  rival 
the  metropolis  of  the  Alfyrian  empire;  and 
fometime  in  the  fucceeding  reign  ol  Mero- 
dach  Baladan,  about  7 10  years  before  Chrill, 
fhe deemed  to  afiuine  her  true  llyle;  and  not 
long  after  Judea,  for  the  firil  time,  was  in¬ 
vaded  by  this  power,  and  the  country  was 
laid  walle,  and  Manalfeh  the  king  was  taken 
and  carried  bound  to  Babylon.  It  was  not, 
however,  until  the  time  of  Nabopolafiar,  the 
father  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  about  630  years 
before  Chrill,  that  Nineveh  was  utterly  de- 
ilroyed,  when  Babylon  commenced  her  {in¬ 
gle  career  of  glory.  And  as  this  moll  excel¬ 
lent.  fabric  of  human  wifdotn  was  thus  finilh- 
fd  by  that  family,  Nebuchadnezzar  was  in¬ 
duced  to  confider  it  as  his  own  work. 

Here  I  would  again  obferve,  that  I  have 
no  zeal  to  fix  dates,  i  confider  it  as  irnpolhble 
to  determine  with  certainty  the  dates  of  thefe 
ages;  but,  by  the  general  conlent  of chrono- 
logers,  the  above  dates  are  l  ight  within  a 
computation  of  about  ten  years. 

Babylon  rofe  up  in  the  mojl  lurpafling  llyle 
of  religion.  The  name  of  Baladan,  the  firil 
Babylonian  monarch,  was  compounded  ci'thz 
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names  of  Bel  and  Dragon,  which  were  the  fa¬ 
vorite  deities  of  Babylon  and  Nineveh;  by 
which  liberality,  doubtlefs,  he  intended  to  im¬ 
prove  his  popularity  with  both  nations,  and 
aid  the  union  of  both  Hates.  And  his  fon  im¬ 
proved  upon  this  Broke  of  policy,  and  to  the 
name  of  Baladan,  which  he  retained,  he  add¬ 
ed  that  of  Merodach.  Baladan  fignifies  the 
fon  of  death ,  and  Merodach,  in  the  Syr>ap 
tongue,  is  the  prince  below,  or  as  we  fhould 
fay,  the  prince  of  hell. 


Ancient  idolaters  conceived  of  two  prin¬ 
cipal  deities,  which  they  worfhipped,  viz  a 
fupernal  and  an  infernal  deity;  but  as  fear 
was  the  great  principle  of  their  religion, 
like  the  aborigines  of  America,  they  thought 
it  mod  to  their  advantage,  and  were  induced 
to  pay  their  chief  homage  to  the  evil  genii. 
Thus  the  apoffle  obferved.  The  things  ’which 
the  Gentl  es  fucrifce,  they  fucrfice  to  devils  or 
demons.  1  Cor.  x.  20.  The  prophet  Ifaiah, 
chap,  xxviii.  reproving  and  threatening  the 
people  of  ifrael  tor  their  alliances  with  the 
Ally rian  and  Babylonian  powers,  alluded  to 
this  ftyle  of  their  kings,  faying,  Becaufe ye 
have  (did ,  We  have  made  a  1  oven  nt  with  death, 
and  with  hell,  are  we  at  agreement ;  when  the 
over  pi  w  ng  fcourge  (hall  pafs  through,  it  fall 
rot  come  unto  us  Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord 
God,  Your  covenant  with  death  fall  be  dij'an- 
n  ulh’d,  and  your  agreement  with hell  fall  not 
Jtand ;  wh  m  the  overflowing  fcourge  jhall  paf 
through  then  ye  fed;  be  trodden  down  by  it  — ■ 
And  John,  in  the  opening  of  the  feal  which 
denoted  the  riling  of  myltical  Babylon,  eyi-. 
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dently  alludes  to  the  fame  things,  when  he 
fays,  /  looked,  and  behold  a  pale  horfe-,  and  his 
name  that  fat  on  him  was  Death,  and  hell  fol¬ 
lowed  with  him.  And  hence  all  the  powers  of 
darknefs  are  called  the  gates  of  hed.  And 
when  they  (hall  together  receive  their  final 
doom,  in  the  fecond  death ,  at  the  fecond  and 
laft  judgment,  it  is  faid,  that  death  and  hell 
were  cad  into  the  lake  of  fire.  Merodach-Bal- 
adan  may  be  confidered  as  the  motto  of  the 
.  powers  of  darknefs,  i.  e.  death  and  hell  united. 

This  would  be  an  excellent  text  for  a  mo¬ 
dern  evangelical  preacher,  as  he  is  juflly  de- 
fcribed  by  William  Huntington,  minifter  in 
London,  in  his  Difcourfes  on  the  Wife  and 
Foolilh  Virgins. — ‘  When  the  devil  has  in- 

*  fluenced,  varnifhed,  polifhed,  fet  forth,  and 
‘equipped  fuch  a  profelfor  as  this,  he  per- 
‘  fuades  him  that  his  hearing  the  word,  his 
‘  receiving  it  with  joy,  his  fpringing  up  in 
‘  zeal,  in  knowledge,  in  a  profeffion,  in  a  re- 
‘  formation,  and  in  a  feparation  from  the 
‘  world,  and  joining  with  God’s  faints,  that 
‘  this  is  converfion,  h  is  regeneration,  and 
‘  the  joy  he  felt  is  the  power  of  God,  and  the 
‘  confidence  that  attended  it  is  the  work  of 
‘  faith  wrought  in  the  heart  with  power.  And 
‘  he  urnijkes  the  world  with  preachers  to  con  - 

*  firm fuch  in  their  profeffion.  To  counterfeit 
‘  every  diftind  operation  of  the  Spirit  of  God 
‘is  the  devil’s  mafter  piece;  and  to  be  fet 

*  down  in  a  falle  hope,  and  under  an  infernal 
influence,  is  the  fool  s  deepeff  cell,  the  next  to 

‘  that  of  utter  darknefs.  When  the  devil  fends 
‘  one  of  his  minifters  to  counterfeit  the  firit 
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£  operation  of  God’s  Spirit,  the  deceiver  m&f 
‘  be  difcovered  by  the  following  appearance ; 

he  comes  with  a  gloomy  countenance,  and 
‘commands  a  folemn  awe:  his  deportment 
‘  is  grave,  his  voice  hollow,  his  looks  decla- 

*  rative  of  penfivenefs  and  deep  thought;  he 
1  deals  much  in  morality,  death  and  judg- 
4  ment  to  come;  his  eyes  flare,  his  face  is 

*  pale,  and  his  accents  arc  weighty;  a  folemn 

*  gloom,  difmal  fenfations  follow,  and  are 

*  communicated  to  ail  the  audience;  a  cold 

*  chill  runs  thro’  the  blood,  and  every  thought 
e  of  the  heart  is  brought  into  captivity  to  the 
‘  houfe  appointed  for  all  living.  This  is  a  fo- 

*  lernn  meeting,  and  a  folemn  opportunity; 

*  and  is  called  the  powerful  operations  of  the 

*  Holy  Spirit.’ 

Merodach-Baladan  fending  his  ambafTa- 
dors  toHezekiah  king  of  Judah* and  making 
his  fuit  at  the  Lord’s  court,  was  an  accom- 
piifhed  meafure;  this  was  a  fair  fpecimen  of 
the  myftery  of  iniquity,  and  deceivablenefs 
of  unrighteoufnefs,  which  has  been  fo  fatally 
pradlifed,  in  thefe  laft  days,  upon  the  Cnrif- 
tian  church.  Satan,  in  this  bufmefs,  began  be¬ 
times  to  be  transformed  into  an  angel  of  light  j 
to  which  charaffer  the  prophet  refers;  by  call¬ 
ing  the  king  of  Babylon  Lucifer, Jon  of  the 
morning.  Ifai.  xiv.  1 2.  It  was,  doubt lefs,  in  the 
view  of  all  natural  men,  a  very  promiling  in¬ 
cident,  that  death  and  hell  fhould  propofe  3>. 
truce  and  lading  league  with  life  and  heaven. 
O  the  boldnefs  of  this  fon  of  darknefs !  This 
propofal  was  not  unlike  the  very  generous 
proffer  of  the  devil  to  Jefus  Chfid3  that  if  lie 
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Would  tonfent  to  bis  being  honored  and  wor- 
fhipped  as  the  king  of  heaven,  he  fhould  be 
made  king  below,  and  all  the  kingdoms  and 
glory  of  this  world  fhould  be  given  to  him 
for  his  own ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  he  would 
exchange  kingdoms  with  him.  The  people 
of  Ifrael  were  altogether  an  elefl  people;  but 
the  prophets,  upon  whom  came  the  Holy  Spi¬ 
rit,  were  among  them  the  very  elcft.  This  bu- 
finefs  deceived  Hezekiah,  but  even  this  could 
not  deceive  Ifaiah. 

The  authority  and  miniflrationsof  the  pro¬ 
phets  formed  a  high  court  of  heaven  over  the 
Kingdoms  of  the  world ;  by  the  word  of  the 
Lord  in  their  mouth,  they  planted  and  pluck¬ 
ed  up  nations,  erecied  and  pulled  down  king¬ 
doms.  We  have  their  commifTion,  Jer.  i.  g, 
10.  7  ken  the  Lord  put  forth  his  hand  and 
touched  my  mouth,  and  the  Lord  f aid  untome. 
Behold,  I  have  put  my  words  in  thy  'mouth. — 
See,  I  have  this  day  fet  thee  over  the  nations , 
and  over  the  kingdoms,  to  root  out,  and  to  pull 
down ,  and  to  dejlroy,  and  to  throw  down,  to 
build,  and  to  plant.  Agreeably  to  this,  Baby¬ 
lon,  the  glory  of  kingdoms,  was  ordained  and 
fet  up;  and  her  extenhve  dominions,  and 
long  ages,  were  affigned  to  her  by  the  word 
of  the  Lord  tn  the  mouth  of  the  prophets; 
and  firft,  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  whofe  decla¬ 
rations,  upon  the  occafion  of  the  cordial  re¬ 
ception  by  Hezekiah  of  the  ambaffadors  of 

the  king  of  Babylon,  require  particular  no¬ 
tice. 

Then  came  Ifaiah  the  prophet  unto  king;  //.  ze. 
kiak,  and  [aid  unto  him,  What  Paid  theYe  wen? 
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and  from  whence  came  they  unto  thee  t  And 
Hezekiah  Jaid,  they  came  from  a  far  country  s 
even  from  Babylon.  And  he  f aid.  What  have 
they  feen  in  thine  houfe?  And  Hezekiah  an- 
fiver ed.  All  the  things  that  are  in  mine  houfe , 
have  they  feen :  there  is  nothing  among  my  trea- 
fures  that  J have  not fiewcd them.  And  Ifaiak 
faid  unto  Hezekiah,  Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord. 
Behold,  the  days  come,  that  all  that  is  in  thine 
houfe,  and  that  which  thy  fathers  have  laid  up 
in  (lore  unto  this  day ,  fhall be  carried  into  Ba¬ 
bylon:  nothing fiall  be  left,  faith  the  Lord. — ■ 
And  of  thy fans  that  fhall  ifue  from  thee,  which 
thou  /halt  beget.,  fiall  they  take  away,  and  they 
fhall  be  eunuchs  in  the  palace  of  the  king  of  Ba¬ 
bylon. — Thus,  upon  this  moft  melancholy  oc- 
cafion,  the  great  commiflion  of  Babylon  was 
taken  out,  and  regiflered  in  this  high  court 
of  the  prophets;  and  the  children  of  Zion, 
and  her  princes,  with  all  her  treafures,  were 
made  over  by  an  unalterable  decree,  for  the 
ufe,  enriching,  and  aggrandizement  of  this 
proud  city. 

T  he  giving  forth  of  this  word  of  the  Lord 
forms  a  memorable  date  in  the  annals  of  the 
powers  that  be.  It  appears,  however,  by  the 
anlwer  of  Hezekiah,  it  was  underflood  that 
this  folemn  denunciation  would  not  go  into 
efFetl  in  his  days;  but,  fometime  in  the  days 
of  his  fon,  when,  as  has  been  obferved,  the 
land  of  Judah  was  firh  invaded  by  this  pow¬ 
er,  it  may  be  concluded  that  the  long,  long 
reign  of  Babylon,  as  by  this  decree  of  hea¬ 
ven,  and  the  great  captivity  of  the  Ions  of 
Zion,  commenced. 
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What  appears  to  have  contributed  princi¬ 
pally  to  the  rife  of  Babylon,  was  the  great  e- 
vent  of  the  definition  of  the  army  of  .'enna- 
cherib,  which  took  place  about  this  time  be¬ 
fore  Jerufalem.  The  Lord  fent.  an  angel  and 
cut  off  all  the  mighty  men  of  valour,  and  the 
leaders  and  captains  in  thecamp;  andtheflow- 
er  of  the  army,  to  the  number  of  an  hundred 
and  eighty  five  thoufand  men,  died  in  one  night. 
By  this  blow,  the  Affyrian  power,  commonly 
ftyled  the  dragon,  was  incurably  wounded. — 
This  event  opened  the  wav  for  Babylon  to 
rife  unrivalled  to  empire.  There  is  a  remark¬ 
able  coincidence  of  this  event  with  thofejuft 
mentioned. 

It  has  been  fuppofed,  that  the  feven  times 
which  were  to  pafs  over  Nebuchadnezzar, 
whilfl:  he  fhould  have  the  heart,  and  a6t  the 
part  of  a  beaft,  were  intended,  in  a  figure,  to 
defignate  the  times  in  which  the  king  of  Baby¬ 
lon  fhould  come  up  as  a  lion  from  the  fwell- 
ing  of  Jordan,  and  ketch  prey  upon  the 
mountains  of  Zion. — Seven  times,  or  one 
full  week  of  years,  upon  the  great  prophetic 
fcale,  is  2520  years.  This  fuppofition  is  much 
ffrengthened  by  the  confideration,  that  the 
continuance  of  myflical  Babylon  is  faid  ex- 
prefsly  to  be  for  a  time,  times,  and  an  half; 
and  as  the  times  allotted  for  this  divifion  of 
the  empire,  is  the  half  of  a  week,  three  times 
and  an  half,  it  is  natural  to  conclude,  that 
the  whole  of  the  times,  called  the  times  of 
the  Gentiles,  is  a  whole  week,  or  feven  times. 
And  this  thought  is  further  (Irengthened  by 
pther  agreements. 
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The  meafures  of  the  Babylonian  empire, 
for  fome  time,  were  adopted  with  great  fo- 
briety  and  moderation  ;  but,  about  fixtv  years 
after  it  was  firft  founded  by  Nabonaffar.  in 
the  time  of  Manaffeh,  which  was  about  690 
or  700  years  before  Chritt,  the  Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar  madnefs  fell  upon  the  brain  of  this  pow¬ 
er,  when  it  began  to  ravage  like  a  lion  driv¬ 
en  from  his  wonted  haunts.  From  this  time, 
220  years  bring  us  down  to  the  age  of  Xer¬ 
xes,  when  a  fimila.r  madnefs  feized  the  Perfi- 
an  monarch;  and  he  is  reprefented,  Dan.  viii. 
like  an  infuriated  bealt,  as pujhing  every  way, 
and  Having  all  that  Hood  before  him. — At; 
which  time,  it  is  thought,  we  are  to  begin  the, 
computation  of  the  2300  days,  which  reckon¬ 
ing  is  the  duration  of  the  vifion  concerning 
the  daily  facrifice  ;  and  the  220  added  to  this, 
complete  the  feven  times. 

I  he  order  of  Magians,  who  were  the  great 
repolitories  of  the  fciences  and  counfellors  at 
law,  together  with  other  religious  orders,  were 
early  introduced  as  conflituent  parts  ofthego- 
vernment,and  made  a  great  figure  in  Babylon. 
— In  this  connexion,  it  may  be  worthy  of  re¬ 
mark,  that  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  who,  in 
their  t  urn,  came  in  for  a  (hare  in  the  glory 
of  this  city  of  nations,  formed  their  codes  of 
Jaws,  which,  to  this  day,  remain  the  great  pil¬ 
lars  of  this  mod  llupendous  fabric  of  human 
wifdorn,  about  the  fame  time  that  the  golden 
crown  of  Babylon  was  formed  for  the  great 
image. — Of  the  lint  laws  of  Greece  it  was 
laid,  that  they  were  written  in  the  blood  of 
the  people.  The  law  of  Zion  is  written  in 
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the  blood  of  the  fovereign.  The  Greeks  and 
Romans  fet  themfelves  about  framing  their 
civil  conflitutions,  as  early  as  624  years  be¬ 
fore  Chrift,  which  was  nearly  the  fame  time 
that  Babylon  commenced  her  unrivalled  ca¬ 
reer. 

Before  this  era,  the  duties  and  obligations 
of  fociety  were  a  parental  charge,  and  the  of¬ 
fice  for  teaching  and  impreffing  them  was  a 
fimple  apartment  of  the  family  manfion  ;  but 
from  this  time  they  became  a  learned  art, 
and  the  office  has  been  a  deep,  an  almofl  urn 
explorable  vault  ol  the  gigantic  pile.  Since 
the  commencement  of  this  frame  of  fociety, 
the  evidence  x>f  an  order  of  men,  learned  in 
the  law,  together  with  religious  orders,  has 
ever  been  found  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  the 
regular  movements  of  the  fyftem.  Whilft  the 
magnitude  and  brightnefs  of  the  whole  fa¬ 
bric  ftrilce  the  mind  with  wonder  and  aflo- 
nifhment,  and  afford  thegreateff  proof  of  the 
matchlefs  powers  of  the  human  invention, 
this  mighty  complication  of  the  frame  of  fo¬ 
ciety  appears  Angularly  charafleriflic  of  thole 
powers,  and  alfo  of  this  molt  ancient,  molt 
perfeBly  finifhed,  and  which  will  be  the  Lajl 
monument  of  the  wifdom,  the  power,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Tons  of  men. 

But,  although,  at  length,  Babylon  arofe 
thus  by  the  permiffion,  may  I  not  fay,  the  or¬ 
der  of  heaven,  yet  the  Lord  made  it  quickly 
to  be  underftood,  that  it  was  ftill  viewed  as  Ins 
implacable  foe.  Nebuchadnezzar,  who  com¬ 
pleted  this  work,  was  made  himfelf,  with  a 
view  to  it,  a  fearful  monument  of  the  divine 
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difplcnfure ;  God  thereby  Blowing,  that  the 
proud  city  was  under  his  control,  that  her 
jeign  was  limited,  and  that  in  the  end  {he 
Ihould  come  down  marveloufly. 

Babylon,  methinks,  was  the  only  work  of 
building,  except  the  city  of  God,  which,  fin. 
iflted,  was  perleftly  fatisfa61ory  to  the  build¬ 
er;  but,  whilft  the  heart  of  the  proud  mon¬ 
arch  was  filled  with  pleafure,  ana  his  mouth 
with  admiration,  beholding  this  moft  confum- 
mate  attainment  of  human  power  and  (kill, 
God  manifefted  upon  him,  by  making  him  to 
appear  like  a  bead,  that  the  work  now  finifh- 
ed,  and  which  he  fo  much  admired,  was  an 
objefcf  abhorrent  to  heaven,  the  fame  as  when 
it  was  fird  undertaken.  So  widely  different 
are  the  thoughts  of  God  from  the  thoughts 
of  men,  and  his  ways  from  their  ways. 

Nothing  upon  earth  has  ever  given  fo  much 
fatisfaftion  to  man,  and  fo  much  offence  to 
God,  as  this  gloiy  of  kingdoms.  The  merit  of 
the  work  is  fo  great  in  the  view  of  men,  and 
fuch  popularity  does  its  great  lord  obtain  a- 
inons  them  on  account  of  it,  that,  when  it  is 
accomplilhed,  all  that  dwell  upon  the  earth, 
whole  names  are  not  written  in  the  book  of 
life  of  the  Lamb  (lain  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world,  lhall  worfhip  him,  and  the 
whole  world  (hall  uonder  after  him.  For  this 
men  have  referved  their  lafl  homage,  and 
they  will  pay  it  in  an  ecflacy  of  admiration 
and  wonder.  As  Nebuchadnezzar  loft  his 
mind,  and  fell  down  in  the  pofture  of  a  beaft, 
while  in  tFe  a6f  of  paying  his  homage  to  this 
object  of  i he  human  adoration,  fo,  it  appears^ 
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that  one  day,  in  like  manner,  the  whole  world 
will  become  giddy,  and  be  feized  with  a  kind 
of  devotional  fury,  in  paying  their  worfhip  to 
this  towering  and  golden  image.  But  for  this 
God  has  referved  the  inexhauflible  cup  of  the 
wine  of  his  fiercenefs  and  wrarh;  and  one 
great  day,  he  will  pour  it  out  upon  her  in  the 
exultation  of  his  foul,  and  with  the  heaven, 
and  the  holy  apojlles  and  prophets  exulting  a- 
round  him. 

This  great  and  beautiful  flruflure,  which 
has  employed  the  hands  of  the  renowned  ar¬ 
tificers  of  the  nations  for  fo  many  ages,  em¬ 
braces,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  figure  ol  Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar’s  great  image,  all  that  is  excel¬ 
lent  and  valuable  of  the  earth,  from  the  gold 
of Opher  down  to  the  potter’s  clay;  it  em¬ 
braces  all  the  various  forms  of  human  poli¬ 
cy,  from  the  higheft  Hate  of  monarchy  down 
to  the  lowelt  (fate  of  democracy.  It  embra¬ 
ces,  fir II,  the  ftrength  and  glory  of  the  four 
great  ancient  monarchies,  bearing  a  pagan 
infcription;  thefe  form  the  head  and  body 
of  the  image;  the  gold,  and  the  Giver,  and 
the  brafs,  and  the  iron;  thefe  feveral  parts 
are  united  and  firmly  compafled  together, 
by  the  natural  and  llrong  cement  of  pagan 
idolatry. — And  fecondly,  it  embraces  the  fe¬ 
veral  modern  Rates  and  kingdoms  bearing 
the  Chrifttan  name.  Thefe  form  the  feet  of 
the  image;  and  by  reafon  of  the  heterogene¬ 
ous  nature  of  the  cement,  it  being  a  mixture 
of  the  forms  of  chriffianity  and  paganifm,  the 
empire,  in  this  date  of  it,  is  partly  flrong  and 
partly  broken.  And,  finally,  it  embraces  an 
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aflemblage  of  all  thefe  parts;  when  it  wilt 
life  up  and  (land  upon  its  feet,  the  wonder 
of  the  univerfe,  and  when  its  golden  head 
will  utter  that  law,  tho It  great  words  ■which 
will  be  fo  acceptable  to  the  kings  of  the  earth, 
and  to  them  of  the  people,  and' kindreds,  and 
tongues,  and  nations;  and  which  will  be  on¬ 
ly  refilled  by  the  men  who  keep  the  com¬ 
mandments  of  Ood,  and  the  tefhmony  of  Je- 
fus  Chrift. 

That  this  work,  after  being  delineated  and 
exhibited  in  its  feveral  parts,  will  be  joined 
together,  andexhibited  in  an  affemblageofthe 
glory  of  the  whole,  appears  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  considerations.  Nebuchadnezzar  fawthis 
image,  in  one  view,  completed,  and  all  its 
parts  joined  together,  and  handing  up  in  all 
its  excellent  brightnefs  before  him ;  and  at 
the  time  it  was  Inntten  by  the  ftone  cut  out 
without  hands,  it  appeared  to  be  whole,  and 
then  zoas  the  iron,  the  clay,  the  bra/s,  the  fil- 
ver,  and  the  gold  broken  to  pieces  together,  and 
became  like  the  chaff  of  the  fummer  threjhing- 
floor,  and  the  wind  carried  them  away,  that  no . 
place  was  found for  them.  Dan.  ii.  35.— This 
agrees  with  the  reprefentations,  in  the  Reve¬ 
lation,  of  the  exalted  hate  of  Babylon  at  the 
time  of  her  final  overthrow.  And  the  woman 
was  arrayed  in  purple,  and,  fear  let  colour,  and 
decked  with  gold,  and  precious  Jlones,  and 
pearls,  having  a  golden  cup  in  her  hand,  full 
of  abominations  and  filthinefs  of  her  fornica¬ 
tions.  A  nd  upon  her  forehead  was  a  name  writ¬ 
ten,  MYSTERY,  BABYLON  THE  GREAT, THE 
MOTHER  OF  HARLOTS,  AND  A  BOM  IN  AT  I- 


'ons  of  the  earth.  Chap:  xvii.  4,5.  How 
much,  jhe  hath  glorified  her f elf,  and  lived  deli - 
'eioufly,  fo  much  torment  and  forrow give  her: 
for  Jhe  faith  in  her  heart,  I  ft  a  queen,  and  am 
no  widow,  and  flail  fee  no  [arrow.  'Therefore 
fiall  her  plagues  come  in  one  day,  death  and 
mourning,  and  famine  ;  and  fie  flail  be  utter¬ 
ly  burnt  with  fire:  for  fir  on  g  is  the  Lord  God 
-who  judgeth  her.  Rev.  xviii.  7,  8. — It  is  dif¬ 
ficult,  il  not  impodible,  to  underhand  the  pro¬ 
phecies,  without  admitting  this  interpreta¬ 
tion,  that  Babylon,  at  the  time  of  her  fudden. 
and  irrecoverable  fall,  will  be  in  a  mod  eleva¬ 
ted  and  proud  date;  and  this  has  been  uni¬ 
formly  the  expectation  of  thofe  who  hold  to 
the  kingdom,  and  look  for  the  triumph  and 
reign  of  Chrifi  and  his  faints,  in  the  lad  days, 
over  all  the  powers  of  death  and  hell. 

To  this  it  has  been  objefted,  that  the  world 
is  now  fo  improved,  and  there  is  fo  much 
light  and  knowledge  among  the  nations,  that 
they  will  never  again  confent  to  the  fove- 
reign  rule  of  one  great  mafter.  But  it  may  be 
rather  expelled,  that  thefe  great  improve¬ 
ments  among  the  nations  will  accelerate  the 
fearful  event;  for,  it  is  known  that  pride  and 
ambition  ufuallv  keep  pace  with  acquditions 
in  fcierice.  It;  was  not  until  the  oriental  na¬ 
tions  had  commenced  a  date  of  rapid  im¬ 
provement,  in  at  the  way  was  prepared  tor 
the  rife  and  reign  of  ancient  Babylon.  The 
rood  abfolute  and  extenhve  fovereignty  of 
Per fia  was  a  matter  of  the  advice,  confent, 
and  aid  of  their  wifcd  men.  The  dates  of 
Greece  were  at  the  zenith  of  improvement 
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when  they  confented  and  gave  their  aid  to 
the  efiablifhment  of  that  empire;  and  when 
they  fought  to  equal,  if  not  to  outdo  a  Per- 
ha  and  even  a  Babylon;  and  Rome  came 
fully  into  the  fame  purpofe  at  her  golden 
age.  And  in  this  day,  this  learned  age,  Heth- 
ihn  is  the  rage  of  the  world. — Eafe,  affluence, 
grandeur  and  power,  are  objects  to  men  not 
eani  v  reimquifhed,  when  the  means  of  ob¬ 
taining  them  appear  to  be  prefented.  When 
an  event  is  foretold  in  the  prophecies,  its  ap¬ 
parent  probability  or  improbability  is  of  lit¬ 
tle  concern  to  us;  we  may,  however,  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  make  reflections  upon  the  natural 
caules  that  may  lead  to  it. 

Whilfi  the  princes  of  this  world  have  long 
refilled  to  give  the  power  of  their  kingdoms 
to  the  Lord  Chrill,  they  have  readily  come 
into  the  counfel  of  great  Babylon,  and  for 
many  fuccefhve  ages  they  have  been  opening 
ftreams  and  rivers  for  her  merchandize,  and 
enriching  themfelves  with  her  treafures;  and 
in  the  ilfue,  they  may  thank  themfelves  for 
the  uncomroulable  power  and  fway  of  that 
one  among  them,  who,  by  availing  himfelf 
of  the  metropolitan  feat,  and  by  becoming 
the  favorite  fon  of  this  emprefs  city,  will  be 
the  means  of  humbling  them  as  with  a  rod 
of  iron.  1  hen  the  princes  and  lords  of  the 
nations  may  call  to  mind  the  unthankful  ami 
hard  treatment  that  .the  fervants  of  God  have 


rrcmveu  from  them.  As  for  thole,  bonds  and 
afflictions  abide  them  in  every  city;  in  Baby¬ 
lon  they  have  prepared  for  them  a  fiery  fur¬ 
nace,  and  in  Pcrfia  the  lion's  den;  but,  it  di 
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pot  fare  worfe  with  the  children  of  the  capti¬ 
vity  in  the  furnance  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  or 
with  Daniel  in  the  den  of  Darius,  than  it  did 
with  Jeremiah  in  the  dungeon  of  Zedekiah, 
or  when  Ihut  up  in  the  court  of  his  prifon. 

A  more  particular  confederation  of  the  fub- 
]  eft  of  my  filial  Babylon,  together  with  the 
lad  head  of  this  empire,  and  the  times  and 
changes  that  pafs  over  her,  will  bedifmifled 
to  the  third  part  of  this  work,  to  which  it 
properly  belongs.  Here  I  would  notice,  that 
the  times  and  changes  which  pafs  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  and  in 
the  church  of  God  in  relation  to  them,  as 
they  are  contained  and  arranged  in  the  di- 
vine  theory,  like  the  whole  fyftem  of  the 
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word  of  God,  they  are  all  accommodated  to 
one  great  ride;  hence  there  will  appear  to 
be  a  fulfilment,  of  the  fame  tiling,  upon  a 
greater  or  a  lefs  fcale,  over  and  over  again; 
fa  me  one  fulfilment,  however,  will  be  more 
exprefs,  comprehenfive  and  literal  than  the 
others.  Thus,  it  is  noticed,  that  the  fame  paf- 
fage  is  often  referred  to  by  the  Hoiy  Spirit, 
in  the  view  of  feveral  dilfinft  events,  as  that 
of  Hofea  xi.  t.  When  IJfael  was  a  child  I  lov¬ 
ed,  him,  and  called  my  Son  out.  of  Egypt.  It  is 
plain  that  this  paffage  looks  to  the  ancient  e- 
vent  of  the  children  of  iirael  going  out  of  E- 
gvpt,  alio  to  a  circumftance  relating  to  Telus 
Ohrid,  Matth.  it.  15.  and  it  feems,  moreover, 
to  look  to  an  event  which  is  \  ct  future.  It  is 
from  this  circumftance,  of  the  events  of  Provi¬ 
dence  being  ordered  by  one  rule,  and  arran¬ 
ged  in  courfes  according  to  the  divine  the- 
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ory,  that  the  word  of  God,  in  all  its  parts,  is 
of  fuch  prefent  ufe  to  believers  in  every  age 
of  the  world;  and  that  all  fcnpture  is  found 
by  them  to  be  profitable  lor  dodfrine,  for  re¬ 
proof,  for  corredion,  for  inflrufiion  in  righ- 
teoufnefs;  and  tliat  the  whole  volume  of  in- 
fpiration,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  is  prov¬ 
ed  to  be  neceflary,  1 hat  the  man  of  God  may 
he  perfect,  thoroughly  JurmJhed  unto  all  good 
works. 


Something  very  fpecial  has  been  obferved 
in  relation  to  a  variety  of  events  that  have 
taken  place,  refpecung  their  agreement  in 
duration,  with  the  times  that  myflical  Baby¬ 
lon  is  laid  to  reign,  and  that  the  lafl  anti- 
chrifl  is  allowed  to  make  war  upon  the  fcr- 
vants  of  God,  and  the  witneffes  are  to  lie 


Ham.  All  this  is  meafured  by  one  fcale.  the 
tune,  times,  and  a  half,  fit  11,  the  court  of 
the  temple  of  God  is  given  unto  the  Gen - 
tiles :  and  the  holy  city  /hall  they  tread  under 
foot  forty  and  izoo  months.  For  the  fame 
time,  a  thoufand  two  hundred,  and  three  [core 
days,  the  Lord’s  two  witneffes,  at  the  gates 
of  the  fa.n6l.uarv,  are  found  in  force — they 

J 

ftand  firm,  and  together  wield  irrefiflible 
weapons  againlt  their  aflailants.  Secondly, 
alter  they  have  finifhed  their  teftimony,  and 


n re  no  longer  in  efficient  force,  the  bealt  that 
afeendeth  out  of  the  bottom  lefs  pit,  i.  e.  Me- 
rodach-Baladan,  the  lame  is  Apollyon;  for 
the  locuffis  afbended  in  a  frnoke  from  the 
bottomlefs  pit.  and  this  deftroyer,  dear !i,  the 
angel  of  the  boltonilcfs  pit ,  was  the  king  over 
them,  lie,  I  fay,  {bail  make  fuccefsful  war 
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upon  the  witneffes  forty  and  two  months, 
and  fhail  wear  them  out,  and  kill  them. — 
And  lai'iiy,  their  dead  bodies  (hall  lie  in  the 
ftreet  of  the  great  city,  three  days  and  an  half. 

In  fome  meafure,  doubtlels,  under  the  pa¬ 
pal  reign,  there  has  been  already  a  fulfilment 
or  this  treading  down  of  the  holy  city,  and 
warfare  between  the  powers  of  darknefs  and 
the  Lord's  witneffes;  but  a  hill  more  exprels 
and  literal  fulfilment,  mull  be  looked  lor  un¬ 
der  the  laft  head  of  Babylon ;  which  is  the 
bead  that  was,  and  Is  not,  andjhall  afeend  out 
of  the  bottomlefs  pit,  and  go  into  perdition; 
who  is  all'o  deferibed  as  being  the  eighth,  and 
of  the  J even .  Bt  which  fearful  time,  when 
the  witnefies.  are  in  a  date  of  the  greated 
weaknefs,  deferted  as  Saul  and  Jonathan, 
were  upon  the  mountains  of  Gilboa,  even  by 
the  men  of  Ifrael;  all  the  powers  of  death  and 
hell  will  be  mufiered,  and  together  will  let 
upon  them,  and  they  mud  fall,  and,  with 
them,  the  lad  hope  of  the  world.  It  has 
been  noticed,  in  repeated  inflances,  that  in 
the  perfecutions  which  have  befallen  the 
church,  age  after  age,  the  hear,  of  the  trial 
has  continued  lor  about  thee  years  and  an 
half,  i  his  may  be  again  expended;  and,  at 
lad,  it  is  not  improbable  that  lomethmg  mav 
blue  in  relation  to  the  killing  of  two  didin- 
guiined  individuals,  men  who  had  been  mod 
miraculoully  endowed  with  the  gifts  of  the 

Holy  Ghod,  which  will  be  literally  for  three 
days  and  an  half. 

Question — Could  Babylon,  the  glory  of 
kingdoms,  the  beauty  of  the  Chaldees  cxcellcn - 
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cy,  be  altogether  the  refult  of  the  human 
invention  T  Answer — Certainly  not.  In  a 
flrifct  fenfe,  there  is  no  invention  but  that  of 
the  wifdom  of  God.  Had  not  the  divine  in- 
Bitutions  appeared,  this  work  had  never  ex- 
ilied.  The  whole  effort  of  human  (kill  and 
power,  in  railing  a  Babylon,  lav  in  corrupt¬ 
ing  or  counterfeiting  the  truth  of  God;  fa 
»hat  whilst  the  dofirtne  of  Chrift,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Creator,  were  excluded  from 
their  own  vehicle;  the  dofcfrines  of  devils, 
and  the  glory  of  the  creature,  were  in  their 
Bead  there  introduced. 

And  tilts,  exprefsly,  is  the  account  given 
of  the  matter  in  the  fcriptures.  They  chang¬ 
ed  the  truth  of  God  into  a  he — changed  the  o lo¬ 
ry  of  the  incorruptible  God,  into  an  image.  &c. 
and,  wo rfh  pped  andferved  the  creature  it pie ad 
of  the  Creator ,  who  is  blejfed  for  ever .  kora. 

*•  23—25. 

Many  people  have  received,  and  moft  te~ 
nacioully  have  held,  the  inlfitutions  igno¬ 
rantly,  without  receiving  the  doftrine  of 
Chrift;  or.  feemingly,  any  doftrine  or  ftgr.i- 
fication  whatever.  Such  were  the  unbehev- 
ing  Jews,  who  required  a  Jign  -,  and,  blindly 
ftperftitious,  held  the  truth  in  unrighteous- 
vej's.  But  thefe  Gentiles  went  farther.  They 
fought  after  wifdom,  required  dottrine  or 
meaning  for  their  devices ;  but  they  fubfti- 
tuted  another  name,  even  that  of  the  prince 
of  the  bottornlefs  pit,  for  the  name  of  Chrift, 
the  Lord  from  heaven;  and  exalted  the  crea¬ 
ture,  tire  vain,  proud,  and  beafily  creature,  in 
the  place  of  the  bieffed  Creator;  and  thus 
iui  ned  the  truth  of  God  into  a  he. 


City  of  Kingdoms. 


43* 


Babylon, though  indebted  to  the  wisdom 
of  God,  for  all  that  which  rendered  it  fail- 
luftrious,  did  not  exhibit  his  name.  There, 
from  the  foundation  to  the  key-done,  man 
erafed  the  glorious  inscription  of  truth,  viz. 
Mount  Zion,  the  city  of  the  Great  King,  zvho/e 
builder  and  maker  is  God;  and,  in  t lie  place 
thereof,  engraved,  Is  not  this  Great  Babylon , 
that  I  have  built  for  the  houfe  of  the  kingdom , 
by  the  might  of  my  power,  and  for  the  honour 
of  my  majejly?  The  policy  of  Babvion,  was 
the  fame  as  that  purfued  by  the  ferpent,  m 
tempting  our  fird  parents ;  which,  as  we 
have  obferved,  was  to  polfcfs  himfelf  of  the 
vehicle  of  God’s  glory,  to  enthrone  himfelf 
there,  and  thus  to  make  the  great  and  won¬ 
derful  enfigns  of  truth,  the  mighty  engine  of 
oppofition  to  the  truth,  1  he  whole  deep 
policy  is  illudrated  in  the  dory  of  the  magi¬ 
cians  of  ligypt,  Jannes  and  Jarnbres,  in  the 
manner  in  which  they  withdood  Mofes. 

The  fird  work  of  counterfeiting  the  divine 
model,  refpetted  chiefly  the  inditutions.as  ex¬ 
hibiting  the  glory  of  the  beginning.  Hence, 
as  in  the  defcription  of  ancient  Tyrus,  every 
thing  is  godlike,  and  alfumes  the  form  of  pri¬ 
mitive  glory.  Son  of  man,  take  up  a  lamen¬ 
tation  upon  the  king  of  Tyrus,  and  fay  unto 
him,  thus  faith  ihe  Lord  God,  Thou  fcale/t  up 
the  fum  full  ofwifdom  and  pcrjeli  in  beauty . 
Thou  haft  been  in  Eden  the  garden  of  God ; 
every  precious  feme  was  thy  covering,  the  far- 
dius,  topaz,  and  the  diamond,  the  beryl,  the 
onyx,  and  the  jafper ,  the  fapphire,  the  aneroid, 
and  the  carbuncle ,  and  gold ;  the  workman'. 
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Jhip  of  thy  tabrcts  and  of  thy  pipes  was  prepa¬ 
red  in  thee,  in  the  day  that  thou  waft  creat¬ 
ed.  1 7iou  art  the  anointed  cherub  that  cover - 
eth  ;  and  I  have  jet  thee  fo :  thou  waft,  upon 
the  holy  mountain  of  God;  thou  haft  -walked 
up  and  down  in  Ike  midft  of  the  ftones  of  fire. 
Ihou  waft  perfect  in  thy  ways,  from  the.  day 
that  thou  waft  created,  till  iniquity  was found 
m  thee.  Ezek.  xxvni.  12 — 35.  Here  is 
prefented  a  vehicle  compofed  of  all  the  glory 
of  the  creation,  made  but  for  the  covering 
and  infolding  of  iniquity.  And  the  hiero¬ 
glyphics  of  ancient  Nineveh,  are  much  the 
fame  as  thefe  of  Tyrus.  The  antichrift  in 
this  form  is  defignated  by  the  name  of  the 
dragon,  or  the  ferpent;  for  he  makes  very 
free  with  the  tree  of  knowledge  ;  he  is  zuifer 
than  Daniel,  there  is  no  fecret  that  they  can 
hide  from  him;  and  he  deceives  by  faying, 
yeftiall  be  as  Gods.  Ezek.  xxviii.  2,  3.  This 
antichrift  delights  in  every  thing  which  be¬ 
longed  to  the  primitive  ftate,  but  its  innocen - 
cy  ;  and  be  (till  remains,  and  will  remain  un¬ 
til  the  end. 

The  work  of  Babylon  regarded  more  par¬ 
ticularly  the  archangel-exhibition;  hence  ev- 
ry  thing  here,  appears  in  an  angelic  form ; 
her  prince  is  delcribed  by  the  prophets  as 
being  the  ritorning  ftar,  and  the  departments 
of  ftate  around  him  as  the  confteilations  of 
heaven  ;  and  his  armies  are  dreadful  and  con- 
fuming  as  the  fire  of  God.  And  it  is  obferv- 
ed  refpefcting  the  laft  antichriftian  head,  un¬ 
der  which  ancient  Babylon  will  be,  as  it  were, 
revived:  and  the  beaft  that  was,  and  is  not , 
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again  [hall  be ;  that  the  fame  defeription  is  re¬ 
peated.  This  bead  is  the  evening  (tar,  the  an¬ 
gel  of  the  bottornlefs  pit ;  and  he  employs  an¬ 
gelic  powers,  maketh  fife  come  down  from  hea¬ 
ven,  & c.  and  his  legions  are  reprefented  as 
demons.  See  Rev.  ix.  3 — 1 1.  And  every 
tiling  about  him  is  angelic.  1  his  antichriff, 
particularly,  is  ft y led  the  Read;  he  deceives 
by  faving.  Ye  Ihall  be  as  angels,  Ifai.  xiv.  13. 
and  he  delights  in  every  thing  which  belongs 
to  the  angel  ol  God,  except  the  part  lie  takes 
in  the  afflictions  of  his  people. 

,  Rut  myftical,  or  fpintual  Babylon,  is  de¬ 
fended  as  ,  affeHing  a  golpel  Ityle.  Her 
head  is  the  falfe  prophet ;  and;  like  the  pro¬ 
phets  and  apoftles,  he  preaches  and  works 
miracles.  And  he  exercifefti  ail  the  power  of 
the  fir  ft  beafl  before  turn;  1,  e  the  angelic  pow¬ 
er;  fo  that  he  maketh  fire  come  down  from  hea¬ 
ven  on  the  ear  th,  in  the  fight  of  men  ;  i.  e.  he 
counterfeits  both  the  angelic  power,  and  the 
operations  of  the  Holy  Gholt,  And  he  dccetv- 
eth  them  that  dwell  on  the  faith,  by  the  means 
of  thof  'e  miracles  which  he  had  power  to  do  in 
the  prefence  of  the  beafl,  faying  to  them  that 
dwell  on  the  earth,  that  th,  y  fijou/d  make  an 
image  to  the  beafl  which  had  the  wound  by  a 
jf '001  d  and  did  live.  Rev.  xiii  '12,  13,  14. — 
This  antichriff  deceives  bv  faving,  Ye  (hall 
be  as  faints;  and  he  delights  in  every  thing 

which  belongs  to  the  faints  of  God,  except- 

♦  .  ■** 

mg  ofify  their  obedience . 

it  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  antichrih,  fuch 
as  was  Affyi.a,  is  called  the  Dragon,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  firll  attempt  of  the  evil  fpirit  a- 
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gainft  Chrifl  being  made  by  the  agency  of  thtf 
ferpent,  who  was  a  bead  of  the  field.  And 
i/i(U  in  the  form  of  Babylon,  is  with  great 
propriety  it v led  a  bead.;  becaufe,  for  rea- 
fons  which  we  have  noticed,  angelical  pow- 
ets  are  ufually  reprefented  in  the  form  of  the 
beads,  or  creatures.  The  angelical  depart¬ 
ment,  even  in  the  church,  is  defcribed  by  the 
figures  of  living  creatures,  Rev.  iv,  6.  alfo,  he- 
caufe  of  the  madnefs  which  has  uniformly 
fal  len  upon  thefe  feveral  heads,  turning  them 
to  mere  beads ;  and  becaufe,  moreover,  of  the 
cruel  and  ferocious  treatment  this  power  has 
ever  fhown  to  the  faints  of  God;  thus  Paul 
fays,  i  Cor.  xv,  32.  he  had  fought  with  beads 
at  Ephefus . 

It  appears  that  the  powers  of  darknefs  have 
purpofed  to  meet  and  oppofe  Chrifl,  in  each 
exhibition  which  belongs  to  him  according 
to  the  divine  will;  thus,  there  are  three  lead¬ 


ing  and  chai afterifhcai  unclean  fpirits,  which 
come  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  dragon ,  and  out 
of  the  mouth  of  the  be  aft,  and  out  of  the  mouth 
of  the  falje  prophet.  Thefe  three  together  u- 
nite  all  the  counfel  of  the  devils  empire ; 
hence,  we  a*e  faid  to  wreftle  not  only  againjl 
jlefn  and  blood ,  which  we  may  call  our  natur¬ 
al  foe,  but  a  gain  ft  principalities  and  powers; 
again  ft  the  ruler  *  of  the  darknefs  of  this  world; 
thefe,  as  we  may  fay,  are  the  angelic  powers, 
as  they  are  led  on  by  the  bead;  alfo,  againjl 
fpiritual  xoivkednefs  in  high  places .  T  his  fpi- 
ritual  wickednefs  is  the  bufinefs  of  the  falfe 
prophet.  From  the  circumflance  of  thefe  di- 
ftinft  forms,  which  the  fpirit  of  wickednefs- 
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a  flumes  in  oppofition  to  Chrift,  the  great  ci¬ 
ty  becomes  divided,  into  three  parts,  Rev.  x  v  i. 
ig.  Not  fo,  however,  but  that  devil  with  devil 
damn’d  will  (till  hold  firm  concord;  for  we 
find  the  bead  and  the  falfe  prophet  uniting 
their  forces  in  the  front  of  the  battle  of  the 
lad  great  day,  where  they  are  taken  together; 
and  the  dragon  himfelf  appears  to  be  prefent 

in  the  rear  of  the  aflion. 

But  though  this  fa£t  of  Babylon,  viz.  its 
being  the  wifdotn  of  the  citv  of  God  coun¬ 
terfeited,  gives  it  the  name  of  blafbheviy ;  yet, 
it  was  from  hence  that  Daniel,  divinely  illu¬ 
minated,  with  the  glorious  original  before  his 
eyes,  and  ruled  in  every  action  by  the  law  of 
his  God,  could  take  there  'he  feats  of  the  maf- 
ter  of  the  magicians,  and  prefident  of  the 
princes  of  the  whole  realm,  and  employ  him¬ 
felf  in  every  thing  that  tended  to  the  good 
order,  peace  and  profperity  of  the  kingdom; 
and  he  had  a  fpecial  motive  for  employing 
himfelf  in  this  manner,  when  he  knew  by  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  that  the  good  order  and 
peace  of  the  city  would  tend  to  the  welfare 
and  peace  of  the  poor  captives  of  his  people, 
who  were  in  it.  jer.  xxix.  7.  And  it  is  from 
hence  that  the  reign  of  Chrift  and  his  faints  is 
fpoken  of,  as  being  a  new  dynafty  in  the  king¬ 
dom  where  once  their  enemies  had  reigned. 
Daniel  appears  to  have  had  his  eye  upon  the 
great  empire,  which  has  been  poffefied  in  fuc- 
celhon  by  the  Chaldeans,  the  Medes  and  Per. 
fians,  Grecians,  Romans,  &c  when  he  faid. 
The  faints  of  the  Moft  High  /halt  take  the  king¬ 
dom.  And  again,  The  kingdom  and  dominion , 
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and  the  greatncfs  of  the  kingdom  under  the 
whole  heaven,  Jha ll  be  given  to  the  people  oj  the 
faints  of  the  Mojl  High.  The  fame  thing  is 
intimated  in  Revelation,  where,  at  the  found 
of  the  feventh  angel,  tt  is  Paid,  7i he  kingdoms 
of  1  his  world  are.  become  the  kingdoms  oj  our 
Lord  and  of  his  Chrif.  Therefore,  the  apof- 
tle  to  the  Romans  exhorts,  Let  every  foul  be 
fuhji  61  unto  the  higher  power's  ;  for  there  is  no 
power  but  of  God.*  II  ho fo ever  therefore  rcfjl- 
eth  the  power, refifleth  the  ordinance  of  God, 
1  he  feene  of  the  feventh  trumpet  will  tho¬ 
roughly  ffrip  the  palace  of  kingdoms  of  Ba¬ 
ht  Ion  ifh  furniture,  f trike  off  the  fa !fe  marks 
and  lying  inferiptions,  turn  out  the  ufurper, 
and  introduce  him,  whofe  right  it  is.  It  may 
he  fuppofed,  however,  that  the  labor  of  the 
wicked  in  per  feeling  this  object  of  their  de¬ 
fire,  which  they  have  fondly  dreamed  was 
their  own,  will  not  be  fodeflroyed,  but  that  in 
forme  way  it  will  ferve  the  great  purpofe  of 
the  glory  of  God  in  C, h rift ;  and  that  their 

CJ  J 

difeoveries  and  improvements  in  the  theory 
of  government,  like  their  wealth,  will,  in  home 
meafure,  be  preserved  for  the  juft. 

According  to  the  divine  will,  in  the  na¬ 
tural,  angelical,  and  evangelical  fyflems, 
throughout,  there  ex i ft  certain  efiablifhed 
laws  which,  as  means,' connect  withx  their 
ends;  and  the  fame  refills  will  ordinarily 
take  place,  by  whomloever  thofe  means  are 
u(ed.  Hence,  the  ju.ll  and  the  unjuft,  will 
often  be  employed  together  in  the  lame  field 
— and  the  evil  and  unthankful,  by  making 
ule  of  the  natural  means,  as  well  as  the  right- 
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gous,  will  fucceed  in  natural  tilings;  and,  as 
we  fay,  will  obtain  the  bleffing.  A.ilo,  by 
being  illuminated,  and  adopting  the  me¬ 
thods  eflablifhed  in  the  divine  fyftem,  men 
may  fucceed  in  producing  angelical  and  evan¬ 
gelical  effefts.  Balaam,  by  means  of  the 
ikilful  ufe  of  the  inllitutions  of  the  altar  and 
Sacrifices,  was  able  to  take  the  hand  of  in- 
fpiration  and  vifion.  So  likewife  many  men, 
far  from  bearing  the  true  charafcfer  of  the 
fons  of  God,  by  means  of  the  gofpel  inftitu- 
tions,  which  are  the  name  of  Chrifl,  have 
been  able  to  caff  out  devils,  and  do  many 
wonderful  works.  Rut  though  the  wife  men 
of  Chaldea  were  able  to  aft  parts  in  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  kingdom,  it  might  be  expefted 
that  Daniel,  the  elements  being  divine,  would 
apply  himfelf  in  the  b.ufinefs  with  far  great¬ 
er  advantage. - Had  not  Babylon  been 

drafted  from,  and  in  fome  fort  borne  the 
analogy  of  the  divine  model,  the  part  that 
Daniel  afted  in  the  government,  by  a  man 
of  his  frame  of  mind,  furely  had  never  been 
done;  the  means  of  obtaining  his  end,  had 
not  then  been  in  his  power.  But  this  being 
the  cafe,  Daniel  could  officiate  in  the  fame 
funftions  with  men,  whole  ultimate  objefts 
were  fo  wide  from  his. 

It  is  from  hence,  alfo,  that  Chriftians,  with 
good  faith  to  Chrifl,  as  the  only  rightful  So¬ 
vereign,  may  fill  places  in  the  Hates  and 
kingdoms  of  the  world,  whflft  under  the 
anttchriflian  reign;  at  lead  in  moderate 
times;  and  there  ferve  the  generation  of  the 
righteous  by  the  will  oj  God.  It  has,  howe- 
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ver,  frequently  taken  place,  that  decrees 
have  come  out  in  fuch  a  flyle  as  have  requi¬ 
red  from  all  them  who  fear  God,  the  moft 
decided  refiftance.  Such  was  the  order  from 
the  Court  of  Ahab,  requiring  the  people  to 
worihip  Baa! ;  and  that  of  Nebuchadnezzar, 
to  worihip  his  golden  image;  and  that  alfo 
of  Darius,  forbidding  all  worihip.  Frequent 
elFays  of  this  nature  have  been  made  in 
latter  ages,  as  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  will 
fully  witnefs  ;  and  it  is  expefted,  that  a  molt 
desperate  atterhpt  to  force  all  men  from  their 
fidelity  to  Chnlt,  will  be  made  by  the  lall 
great  king  of  Babylon. 

Butin  howfoever  favourable  circumfiances 
the  friends  of  God  and  truth  may  be  placed, 
who  are  called  in  providence  to  att  parts  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Rates  and  kingdoms  of  the 
world,  whilit  they  belong  to,  and  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  great  city,  the  utmoft  circurnfpec- 
tion  will  be  required  to  keep  themfelves  pure. 
And  it  will  behove  all  perfons  fo  called,  by 
prayer  and  falling,  the  more  earneftiy  to 
watch  over  themfelves,  that  by  a  ftngle  eye 
to  the  word  of  God,  they  may  be  kept  from 
the  evil;  knowing  that,  if  in  any  matter  they 
depart  from  the  eternal  truth,  that  Jefus  is 
Chrijl ,  which  is  ever  to  be  exhibited  by  the 
inftitutions  of  government,  they  will  defile 
themfelves  with  the  accurfed  thing. 

The  Chriftian  brother  who,  upon  trial, 
can  refolve  with  Daniel,  to  diet  upon  clean 
pulfe  and  water,  in  preference  to  the  defiled 
portion  of  the  kings  meat,  and  the  wine  of 
his  cup;  who  could  pals  and  rep  a  Is,  at  H 
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banquet  of  royal  dainties,  ferved  up  in  di¬ 
vers  veffels  of  gold,  for  an  hundred  and  lour- 
fcore  days,  and  not  touch,  not  tafte,  not  han¬ 
dle  ;  and  who  will  how  himfelf  three  times 
a  day,  and  prav  and  give  thanks  before  his 
God,  with  his  face  towards  Jerufalern  ;  fuck 
a  man  may  venture  to  be  a  flatefman.  The 
felfdenial  which  is  requifite  for  our  fafety, 
under  thegofpel,  though  it  be  exercifed  in  a 
different  manner,  is  by  no  means  lels  than 
that  which  was  required  for  the  prefervation 
©f  the  holy  people  under  the  law. 


■MnRMMn  rw 


The  other  parts  of  this  work,  fhould  it  be 
permitted  that  they  be  published,  will  be  of 
the  more  praftical  nature.  I  had  hoped  that 
the  whole  would  have  come  to  the  public 
fome  years  ago;  but  may  I  fay,  fatan  hinder¬ 
ed  it,  and  I  have  fubmitted  to  the  neceRity; 
and,  with  refpeft  to  the  remainder,  I  ffili  i’ub- 
mit,  knowing  that,  in  the  end,  the  oppofiti- 
on  of  earth  and  hell  will  ferve  only  to  effeft 
the  will  of  God. 

Thus,  with  folemn  concern,  through  trials 
and  bufferings,  fevere  and  long,  endured  for 
this  doftrine  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  I  have 
attempted  to  deleft  the  bo'd  counterfeits  of 
godlinefs,  which,  in  this  day  of  grofs  dark- 
nels  and  abominable  corruption,  are  every 
where  traverfing  the  earth  ;  and  to  blow  an 
alarm  agatnfl  the  city.  By  the  mmiflry  of 
the  apoltle,  it  is  laid,  Afts  xiii.  12.  that  the 
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Roman  deputy  was  aftonifhed  at  the  doSlrinc 
■of  the  Lord.  The-  day  is  faft  approaching, 
when  this  doLlrine  of  the  Lord,  this  that  J e/us 
Chrift  is  Lord,  will  ajlomjh  ail  the  authorities 
of  the  world. 

Be  wife  now  therefore,  0  ye  kings :  be  in- 
Jlrucledye  judges  of  the  earth.  Serve  the  Lord 
with  fear,  and  rejoice  with  trembling.  Kifs 
the  Son,  left  he  be  angry ,  and  ye  perifh  from 
the  tony,  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  lit¬ 
tle  :  biffed  are  all  they  that  put  their  truji  in, 
him.  O  yc  nations,  anti  kindreds,  and 
tongues,  and  people,  all  that  dwell  on  the 
earth!  Fear  God  and  give  glory  to  him,  for, 
at  lus  own  houle,  the  hour  of  !us  judgment  is 
come. :  and  wor/h/p  him  that  made  heaven  and 
■earth,  and  the  fea,  and  the  fountains  of  waiters. 
When  judgment  has  begun  at  the  houle  of 
God,  is  it  not  time  for  all  to  bow  to  the  ever- 
lajling  gofpeif 

Lo  thefe  are.  parts  of  his  wavs,  but  the  thun¬ 
der  of  his  power  who  can  unde\ ft  and?  This 
Jecret  of  the  Lord  is  yet  to  be  difclofed. — • 
Alas,  for  the  families,  the  tribes,  and  all  the 
kindreds  of  the  earth — Who  jha.ll  Live  when 
God,  doth  this! 

Grace  be  with  all  them  that  love  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  in  Jincerity.  Amen. 
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Rahway . 

Rev.  Buckley  Carle. 

Springfield . 
Halstead  Coe, 

Matthias  Denman, 
William  Parsil 
V\  illiam  Steele,  Esqr<> 
Oliver  Wade. 

Orange. 

Rev.  Asa  Ilillyer, 

Deacon  Joseph  Pierson; 
Mendham 

Rev.  Amzi  Armstrong. 
Burlington . 

Elias  Boudinot,  L.  L.  D. 
Stephen  C  TJstick,  P.  M. 
Joshua  M.  Wallace,  Esqr* 
Rev.  C.  H,  Wharton,  D.  D. 


NAMES. 


SUBSCRIBERS 
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Connecticut-Far  ms. 
Rev.  Stephen  Thompson. 
Hanover. 

Rev.  Aaron  Condit. 

Westfield . 
Philemon  Elmer, 

R  ev.  Thomas  Picton. 

Black-River . 

Rev.  Lemuel  Fordham. 
Trenton. 

.Rev.  N.  Harris,  A.  M. 

L.  H.  Stockton,  Esqr.  (2) 
George  Sherman,  Editor. 
Princeton. 

Rev.  Andrew  Hunter,  Pro¬ 
fessor. 

Bloomfield. 

Rev.  Abel  Jackson, 

Perth- Amboy. . 

Rev.  John  Keys. 

City  of  Jersey  > 

Capt.  Joseph  Lyon. 

Morristown . 

Rev.  James  Richards. 

Cr  anbury . 

Rev.  Geo.  S>  Woodhull. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia . 

Rev.  A.  Alexander, 
George  Booth  Preceptori 
AndreA  Brown, 

Wm.  Brown,  N.  Lib. 

Rev.  A.  Green.  D.  D. 
Rev.  James  Gray *  D.  D. 
Rev.  John  Hey,  D.  D. 
John  Harris, 

Daniel  Jackson,  Esqr. 
Daniel  Jackson,  Principal 
of  Union  H.  Acd. 

Rev.  Andrew  Law, 

Rev.  George  C.  Potts. 
Rev.  Wm.  Rogers,  D.  D. 
James  Ross,  Professor  of 
Languages. 

Isaac  Snowden,  Junr. 

RevH  W  Stanghton 
Rev.  William  W 
James  Willian 
Rev.  J.  P.'  W 
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Rev.  IT 
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John  \  . 

Nl 

Rev.  John  Jo, 

Blooming- 
Rev.  Noah  Cran 
Deacon  John  Chi. 
Chester . 

Rev.  Daniel  Crane. 
new-jersey. 
Newark . 

Isaac  Allen, 

Nathaniel  Beach, 
t)avid  D.  Crane,  JEsqr. 
Dew  is  L.  C.  Conger,  A.  J 
Capt.  R  B.  Camp  field, 
Silas  Condi t,  Esqr. 
Caleb  Carter, 

Rev.  Edward  D.  Griffin, 
Luther  Goble, 

A-shbel  Green  Jimr. 
Aaron  Munn,  Esqr. 
loan  son  N  ichols, 

Bev.  Uzal  Ogden,  D.  D, 
J ame$  I'iehenoip 


